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Remember—we’re on-line too! 

were hardly enough for 
the numbers expected: 
once again Linda 
sourced one, so things 
were looking good. 
However, one problem 
was still hanging over 
us - confirmation of the 
road closure. We had 
barriers and notices but 
without that important 
document we were  
unable to close the road. 

Lesley and Geoff Pitcher took on the job 
of painting six tall poles in red, white 
and blue, to be installed on both sides of 
the road on the common, adorned with 
splendid jubilee flags. 

Meanwhile Barbara Langdale was busy 
rounding up choir members from All 
Saints’ and John the Baptist for songs to 
be sung at the event. 

Sarah organised raffle prizes including a 
splendid hamper of goodies from 
Fortnum and Mason and on the day 
proved herself an excellent and persua-
sive seller with over £1,000 worth of 

When the dates for the Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations were announced, the 
Peppard Revels decided to hold an 
event for the whole community. 

After much discussion, a decision 
was made: there was to be a  
village street party organised by 
the Revels committee to be held on 
the road outside the Red Lion,  
followed by the Beacon Lighting 
in the evening at the appointed 
time. 

Linda Collison, Chair of the  
Revels Committee, sprang into 
action, applying for a road closure, 
insurance, sourcing a band, search-
ing for tables and chairs, bunting, 
table covers, etc., etc. The rest of 
the Committee soon took on  
responsibilities, including ticket 
issuing, leaflet printing, raffle  
organisation, advertising, beacon 
lighting and pub liaison. 

The original street party had been planned 
for around 100 people but it soon became 
apparent that this had been underestimat-
ed. The demand for reserved places at £5 
per head greatly exceeded our expecta-
tions, in fact all the places were taken 
before they were advertised. Terry Ryan 
managed to cater for 24 individual tables, 
seating mainly eight, making a total of 
192. This number could have doubled, 
however the limiting factor being the 
shortage of chairs: these were borrowed 
from Christ the King and All Saints’ 
churches and some tables from Peppard 
War Memorial Hall, and, thanks to Will 
Laithwaite, from his Abingdon brewery. 
Two ex-military Land Rovers proved  
invaluable for transportation. 

Preparations were gathering pace; Linda 
had managed to book a brilliant swing 
band called Sound Force, but this led to a 
new problem; we needed a marquee and a  
stage for the drummer, plus more chairs. 
Luckily Sarah Keeble offered to loan us 
their marquee and a stage was constructed 
from pallets and board. 

An extra loo was needed as the pub loos 

Fun, Fun, Fun for All 

tickets sold, which was a Revels record! 

As the big day drew nearer we anxiously 
followed the weather forecast but it was 
looking good. 

Tom and Will Laithwaite, from the  
recently restored Red Lion, had offered to 
organise a barbecue with hot dogs and 
burgers, plus an outside bar to cope with 
the numbers. The pub would be open for 
drinks but not food due to a delay with 
the kitchen. 

We needed a first aid post so a gazebo 
was loaned and first aid materials  

Continued overleaf 
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WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354 

e-mail: office@peppardprimary.co.uk  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Piers Edgell 
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Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings 

and Storage 

Established over 150 years. 

01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

Peppard School 
We are now at the end of the summer 
term and have so much to look back on.  
All the wonderful trips and events, most 
especially being able to return to the  
Kenton Theatre to put on our whole 
school summer production. It was a huge 
success and the children outdid them-
selves. It was a fantastic performance!  
Our Sports’ Day was a huge success, a 
slighter shorter version than usual but 
thoroughly enjoyable. Also, the FOPS 
Camp Out was well attended and a great 
night was had by all. 

We will be saying goodbye to our Year 6 
children who are moving on to the  
secondary school of their choice – an  
array of different schools - Maiden Erlegh 
Chiltern Edge, Gillotts, Queen Anne’s, 
Langtree, St Helens and St Katherines and 
Headington.  We will miss them all but 
wish them well.  

We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming our new Reception children in 
September.  We do have a couple of  
spaces so if you are interested, please do  
e-mail the school office. 

Plans are going ahead for our annual trip 
to Pembrokeshire with our Years 5 and 6 
children in September. An exciting sum-
mer of preparations for the children. 

Fiona Hilton 

‘Good’ Ofsted Inspection 
Outcome! 

Staff, students and governors of MECE 
(Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge) have 
been celebrating the outcome if its  

recent Ofsted inspection (10th and 11th 
May 2022) with the ‘Good’ judgement 
recognising the continuing and rapid 
transformation of the school. 

During the visit, the inspectors thoroughly 
scrutinised all aspects of the school’s 
work in order to understand the quality of 
what we provide. They reviewed a range 
of subjects, including science, English, 
PE, history and PSHE. They also  
examined our work in relation to  
behaviour, safeguarding, pupil premium 
provision and attendance. They spoke to 
different groups of staff and students and 
put a great deal of effort into finding out 
what it was really like to study and work 
at the school: in addition to talking to  
different groups of staff, and reviewing 
the extremely positive surveys and  
messages from parents, they held several 
student panels including SEND and  
higher ability pupils. 

We are, therefore, delighted that follow-
ing such a rigorous process, they  
determined that the school was ‘good’ in 
all areas. The report praises all aspects of 
the school explaining that the students 
‘work hard to match their teachers’ high 
expectations’ and that pupils are ‘happy 
and enjoy school’. It also discusses the 
‘extensive range of extra-curricular  
activities on offer’ and quotes a parent 
saying, ‘the staff at the school are  
incredible’. In addition, the curriculum is 
described as ‘ambitious and challenging’ 
and the careers, reading, PSMSC and 
quality of teaching were all singled out for 
noteworthy praise. 

Nick Jones, Chair of Trustees of Maiden 
Erlegh Trust, said: ‘This is another excel-
lent result for the Trust which recognises 
the tremendous success of our hard work-
ing staff and students of Maiden Erlegh 
Chiltern Edge and I pay tribute to their 
dedication and ambition in these challeng-
ing times; to deliver such an impressive 
and sustainable transformation in a  
relatively short time is remarkable. Thank 
you to Andy Hartley and his brilliant 
team, thank you to our students for their 

produced; Barbara offered to man this 
ably assisted by Penny Russell. 

We were still getting requests for places 
so we decided that people were welcome 
to bring their own tables and chairs or a 
blanket and picnic to use on the common 
next to the street party.  

At last the street closure permission  
arrived and things began to happen really 
fast.  

On the day so many people turned up,  
including some Ukrainians who had  
settled in the area. The weather was fine, 
the atmosphere lively and the community 
came together in celebration - lots of red 
white and blue, everyone having a good 
time. 

As evening approached the band left and 
two church choirs, led by Rebecca Bell, 
entertained the crowd with patriotic songs.  

The raffle was drawn and people started 
moving across the road, directed by Kate 
Reynolds and her marshals, to the beacon 
lighting which was a great success thanks 
to the Flat Earth Society. Jack Stanger 
braved climbing the ladder to ignite the 
flame to the sound of the National  
Anthem sung by the two choirs. 

Thanks to Barbara Laithwaite who  
donated English sparkling wine, a toast 
was made to the Queen. The event was a  
memorable occasion with so many happy 
faces from the picnickers and the Red 
Lion staff.  

The jubilee was momentous for the Queen 
and it was wonderful to be part of the  
nation’s special celebration. 

Linda, our Chair, would like to thank her 
team, all those who helped on the day and 
with the clearing up and everyone who 
loaned the things needed for such a big 
event. She also appealed for some new 
faces on the committee as several of the 
team are due to retire this year. 

For information on future Peppard Revels 
events contact Terry Ryan on 
tryan123@btinternet.com 

Pam Gross 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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diligence and determination to grasp the 
opportunities now there for them all and 
thank you to the many Trust colleagues 
who have played such an important role 
in achieving this deserved outcome.’ 

Andrew Hartley 

Highmoor Nursery School 
We are looking forward to welcoming lots 
of new children next term: we had a  
wonderful Leaver’s Concert and we wish 
all those who have left to go to school 
good luck in the next stage of their lives. 
We will be increasing our visits to Forest 
School and we will be continuing with our 
much-loved Mrs Bun’s cooking sessions. 
Ollie from Teach Me Tennis will continue 
the popular weekly tennis sessions.  

There are always lots of opportunities for 
the children to get involved in gardening: 
during the Summer term we had an  
abundance of fruit and vegetables which 
have been used in the cooking sessions or 
sent home with them. We have just had a 
new climbing frame built and expect the 
children to get years of fun from it. 

We also run the Babes in the Woods Stay 
and Play Toddler group from Stoke Row 
Pavilion on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings. The sessions include a music 
class followed by free play. These are 
open to everyone with pre-school age 
children, but need to be booked via our 
website (www.highmoornursery.co.uk) 

The Highmoor Crèche has been launched 
recently from Stoke Row Pavilion and is 
proving to be very popular. The Crèche is 
for children aged from three months until 
their second birthday. The Crèche runs on 
Friday mornings from 09.30-11.30 in term 
time. These sessions are open to all  
children, not just those who will come to 
Highmoor Nursery. 

Do give us a call on 01491 642162 if you 
would like to come and have a look round 
or email Gwen Pragnell on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk 

Eleanor Pragnell 

Joshua Girdler 
At seven years old, Joshua is one of our 
enthusiastic young footballers at  
Rotherfield United Football Club.  

We talked to him about playing football. 
He said he’s always played football at 
home with his Daddy and that he joined 
Rotherfield when he was just five and 
has been playing for them for two years 
now. Joshua plays because he thinks it’s 
a really fun sport and that it is a great 
way to make new friends. He also told 
us that he loves winning games but he is 
not a sore loser and loves playing even 
when his team loses. 

The Under 7 team that Joshua plays for 
has training ever Wednesday and plays 
matches every Saturday. The players 
play in different positions each week. 
Joshua told us that at first he wasn’t very 
confident but soon got used to playing in 
different roles in the game. He said that 
his favourite positions to play in are 
striker and also going in goal. 

Joshua told us about some of his best 
moments playing football. ‘In the first 
game I played in goal, I saved a tricky 
goal and everyone cheered. That made 
me proud.’ And ‘I recently scored my 
first hat trick so that was pretty special 
for me.’ 

Joshua obviously loves playing with 

Bethan Toward 
Gillotts Head Girl 

Bethan Toward, 15 and going into Year 
11, an ex-student at Peppard Primary and 
ex-Junior Peppard News Editor, has  
recently been voted one of the head  
students at Gillotts School. She had to 
apply for the role and was voted for by 
the rest of the students at Gillotts. Here is 
what she had to say about applying and 
getting this position: ‘I felt very nervous 
about applying for the role because I  
didn’t know how people would react, but 
when I heard that I got the role I was very 
excited and happy.  

I applied for the role because I want to 
make the school a better and happier 
place. I had been thinking about applying 
for the role from about midway through 
the school year. I try to achieve my aims 
of making the school itself brighter, more 
cheerful and generally a happier place to 
be in’. 

We wish her luck in the coming year. 

Amber Kriefman,  
Junior Peppard News Editor 

Rotherfield United Football Club. He 
said, ‘I’m excited to play every week.’ 

Ellie Swanwick 
Junior Peppard News Editor 
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Providing quality homecare since 1968 

 

0118 334 7474 

0118 334 7474 

Parish Council 
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger 

Tel: 07595 551391 
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillor: Jo Robb 
01235 422520 

Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30 

in the Sports Pavilion.  Parishioners may 
attend and observe, and may briefly raise 
issues of concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times. 

Parish Council News 
Planning matters of note are as follows: 
Inspired Homes have full planning for 
Little Sparrows - 73 assisted living units 
and outline permission for 60 assisted 
living units on land opposite Johnson  
Matthey on Blounts Court Road.  

This development is not in our parish but 
it will have a significant impact upon the 
parish with the proposed traffic route be-
ing along the B481 turning into Blounts 
Court Road at the already dangerous  
junction of Stoke Row Road and the 
B481. Unfortunately, there seems to be 
nothing we can do to challenge this  
complete travesty of a planning decision 
made by a single inspector.    

Since January this year, RPPC has active-
ly considered 36 planning applications 
most have been by individual household-
ers. An application to build another house 
on a tiny site adjacent to Maple View on 
the junction with the B481 and Stoke Row 
Road was strongly contested by RPPC and 
has recently been refused by SODC.  

An application to build four new houses 
on a site north of the B481 near the Dog 
Golf Course next to the site where the new  
Peppard School is proposed has been  
refused by SODC. This applicant is going 
to appeal and, we urge those residents 
who originally objected to this applica-
tion, to register their interest for any  
appeal hearing if they get the opportunity. 

A complex planning application for  
various buildings and retrospective  
permissions for Blounts Court Farm for 
which RPPC recommended refusal is  
under consideration by SODC.  

Two planning applications for large hay 
barns on Horsepond Road were strongly  
opposed by RPPC and these applications 
have been refused by SODC.  

We continue to have huge concerns about 
enforcement of planning conditions by 
SODC and we have written in the strong-
est possible terms to SODC objecting to 
their new triage system - the main purpose 
of which seems to be to triage enforce-
ment cases off a precipice to make their 
backlog smaller.    

Sue Rowland 

River Thames Update 
The scandal of sewage pollution has 
captured national attention and high-
lighted systemic failures in the regula-
tion of the water industry, the environ-
ment and the planning system. 

Some 30,000 new houses are planned 
for South Oxfordshire between now and 
2035 but at the same time, the sewage 
treatment network is showing signs of 
extreme stress. 

At Didcot, Thames Water released raw 
or partially treated sewage into Moor 
Ditch (which flows into the River 
Thames) for 739 hours in 2021 and 
1,353 hours in 2020: more than 16,500 
houses are planned for Didcot. At  
Benson, just a mile upstream from  
Wallingford, Thames Water dumped 
raw sewage for 871 hours in 2021. 
These grim figures are reflected along 
the 220-mile length of the Thames. 

Under section 106 of the Water Industry 
Act 1991, any domestic property is  
entitled to have foul and surface water 
connected to the public sewerage  
system. It is for the sewerage undertaker 
to ensure there is sufficient capacity to 
cope with this new development.  

A Water Cycle Study takes place as part 
of the evidence gathering process for 
local plans but this analysis happens 
early in the plan making process so that 
by the time applications come forward, 

the evidence may be seriously out of date. 
The water industry investment cycle is a 
five-year cycle while our current local plan 
takes us to 2035. 

The mismatch between the five-year water 
industry investment cycle and the much 
longer local planning cycle is a disaster for 
our already overloaded sewerage infra-
structure and for our rivers. We are look-
ing at a situation where new housing is 
being linked up to treatment works that are 
already failing.  

Detailed information on sewage treatment 
work capacity is not made public, it is not 
provided to local authorities and in order to 
obtain data on treatment capacity, you 
need to have a high level of technical  
expertise. 

As both Councillor and River Thames 
Champion, I put a motion to SODC that it 
asks Thames Water for this information so 
that it can be fed into the planning decision
-making process. And importantly, it’s also 
about asking government and OFWAT to 
better align the water industry investment 
cycle with the local plan process so that we 
can have a properly joined-up approach to 
development and infrastructure. It was 
pleasing that the motion passed with  
unanimous support. 

Elsewhere, it was wonderful to see a large 
crowd of volunteers turn out at  
Wallingford Riverside in early July for 
water testing training. The training is part 
of SODC and Thames21’s partnership 
programme involving water quality testing 
at eight sites from Abingdon to the  
Wallingford bypass. It will culminate in an 
application for Bathing Water Status for 
Wallingford Beach.  

Bathing water designation places an  
obligation on the Environment Agency to 
test water quality regularly during the 
bathing season and to make this infor-
mation public. It also gives local  
communities more power to force  
upgrades to sewage treatment works  
affecting the bathing area. I was delighted 
to spearhead this project which, if success-
ful, will see Wallingford become only the 
third stretch of river in the country to have 
bathing water designation. With huge 
numbers of people enjoying cooling off at 
Wallingford during the heatwave, it is 
more important than ever that we do all we 
can to improve water quality and protect 
our precious River Thames. 

Cllr Jo Robb 
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Peppard People 

Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events, 
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding 

07958 371770 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 

Engaging with Nature 
Abbeycrest is running a ten week  
programme 

 

 

 

Lynne Lambourne 
Champion of Sustainability 

I went to meet Lynne on a sunny morning 
in July at her home on Peppard Common 
soon after articles had appeared about her 
in three recent issues of the Henley 
Standard. I was immediately struck by 
her energy and passion for making the 
world a better place. Not only does she 
live by her beliefs but works hard educat-
ing both adults and children to do the 
same. In particular, with regard to chil-
dren, she helps them to see that instead of 
worrying about such things as the adverse 
effect of climate change and plastic 
waste, there are things we can do about it 
by the way we live 
and our attitude to 
repurposing. 

Lynne moved to her 
present home in  
Peppard from Fulham 
in 2005 with her two 
daughters now aged 
17 and 15. She had 
been a commercial 
director for a  
company renting out 
office space then she 
changed to interior 
design.  

From a childhood in a 
family which grew 
their own food, she 
believes in sustaina-
bility as a total concept - from the grow-
ing of your own vegetables to upcycling 
furniture and caring for our planet. Seven 
years ago she designed two rooms at the 
Ideal Home Show and has since created 
two gardens at the show as well as  
upcycling for the last three years. 

Lynne runs classes on upcycling furniture 
at her home and five years ago began 
Warriors on Waste, a holiday club for 
groups of up to 10 children aged seven 
and upward, where they can paint furni-
ture, learn to tie dye and make camps in 
the woods: her aim is to 'show them the 

future.' She has also trained in  
Sustainability for Business encouraging 
businesses to recycle and cut down on 
the use of plastic in their products. She 
buys plants for her own garden at nearby 
Greenshoots in Manor Farm as she  
admires the work the charity does with 
adults with learning difficulties and is 
keen to support them. 

Lynne partnered with the garden  
products company Gardena this year at 
the Chelsea Flower Show where she 
created a 'rubbish garden' featuring an 
old petrol pump, some old electricity 
boxes and upcycled pieces she had  
salvaged from her local area. She blend-
ed these with orange flowering plants to 

go with the rusty 
items and was 
thrilled to be award-
ed four stars! Lynne 
feels she succeeded 
in her plan to make  
people 'stop in their 
tracks' as she used 
the opportunity to 
highlight sustaina-
ble practices. 

Her most recent 
venture was a post- 
regatta river clean-
up alongside Sir 
Steve Redgrave. 
Being aware that 
beach clean-ups are 
common practice, 
Lynne felt it was 

right to apply the same principle to her 
local river. She and Sir Steve were 
joined by a group of 26 volunteers on 
paddle boards mainly pupils, parents, 
teachers and the chaplain from Shiplake 
College.  In 90 minutes the haul was 
mainly plastic bottles and cups but in-
cluded an umbrella, a bra and a tent! 

We all need to think about the way we 
use/misuse our planet. Thank you, 
Lynne, for making us do just that. 

Sue Nickson 

Lynne Lambourne 

Memory Matters Caring Café 
Abbeycrest is opening a Dementia café 
that will be open to everyone – families, 
carers and those living with dementia in a 
friendly and social atmosphere.  It will be 
held on the first Friday of every month 
from 10.00-12.00 and is free. The café 
will be co-ordinated by dementia profes-
sionals and refreshments will be provided. 

Volunteers Needed 
Are you looking for a new challenge or 
want to give something back to your  
community? Oxfordshire South and Vale 
Citizens Advice is looking for volunteers 
to work in our friendly offices in Henley.  

Last year in Oxfordshire, our 127 volun-
teers supported over 9,200 people. We 
were able to help four in five to resolve 
their problems. 

We are looking for Advisers, Reception-
ists, IT specialists and a Training & HR 
Administrator. Full training will be given. 

If you would like to make a contribution 
to your local community, please follow 
this link: 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/
oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/.  

Or if you would like to discuss these  
volunteering roles please email:  
recruitment@osavcab.org.uk and one of 
our team will be in touch with you.  
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Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

SCHC 50th Anniversary  
The health centre is opening its doors on 
Saturday 3rd September from 11.00-15.00 
to celebrate 52 years of service to Sonning 
Common and surrounding villages.  
Currently we have over 10,000 patients. 

There have been many changes, such as 
increasing population, building exten-
sions, adapting to different working hours 
and styles (home visits, evening, weekend 
hours) delivering babies, minor opera-
tions, a global pandemic and, running 
mass vaccination clinics with the help of 
many of our patients. 

It will be a reunion of past and present 
employees as well as a community event 
to enjoy. We would love to see you there. 
Please come and say Hello. Many of our 
former doctors, nurses and secretarial and 
reception team will be joining us on the 
day including some from afar. 

There will be talks from some familiar 
faces about –‘what they’re doing now’ or 
‘how it used to be’; Active Leaders will 
have activities for the young; there will be 
a display of the history and successes over 
the years; groups such as Green Gym, 
Health Walks, Health Cycling, Functional 
Physio/Pilates and Active Leaders will be 
invited to have stalls to display infor-
mation on healthy activities. Also FISH 
and Shedquarters (a new DIY craft and 
repair shop). 

You are invited - there will be refresh-
ments available during the event. Please 
check our website nearer the date with 
more details on timings of talks or contact 
us by e-mail at either Sue Abbott  
sue.abbott6@nhs.net  or Sue Litchfield  
sue.HAT1999@gmail.com. 

Sue Litchfield 

The Green Gym 
I mentioned in the last piece for Peppard 
News how the bluebells and some aspects 
of the Commons have been thriving partly 
due to the work of the Green Gym  
volunteers. If you have been to Bishops-
wood Sports Ground recently, I hope you 
have noticed how the western boundary 
has been improved due to removal of 
scrub and some re-fencing. And you may 
have noticed a piece in the Henley  
Standard about the proposed Community 
Shed at the end of the car park at Peppard 
War Memorial Hall. Much of the clear-
ance of the site was undertaken by the 
Green Gym as part of our contribution to 
the local environment. 

During the next few months, we will work 
as usual at a variety of local sites twice a 
week including the Commons, Ewelme 
Watercress Beds, Greys Court, Spring 
Wood and a couple of churchyards. Do 
join us – phone our secretary on 0118 972 
4228 or visit 
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk.  

John Hasler 

Health Walks 
There are no walk timetables in paper 
form at the moment, so you will have to 
check the website for days/starting places/
distances: 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk
/timetable 

We are blessed with fantastic countryside 
in the Chilterns – so what’s your excuse? 
Get out and walk before the weather gets 
colder! If you want to speak to someone 
about any aspect of the Health Walks, 
phone Chris Brook on 0118 972 2609 

Rosemary Dunstan 

Keeping Music Live –  
Peppard Unplugged 

Enjoy an evening of live acoustic music 
in the Peppard War Memorial Hall.  
Expect an eclectic array of talent and  
music styles, headlined by a guest artist. 
We have recently featured Sue Graves 
from Suntrap and well-known local duo, 
Moonlight Foxes. Profits go to the village 
hall’s restoration fund. 

Come and play at Peppard! This is your 
opportunity to showcase your talent. Do 
you have new songs or arrangements to 
try, a new line up for your group, want 
stage experience or simply entertain  
people with the love of live music? If so, 
please message us via our Facebook page 
to pre-book your 15 minutes of fame. 

Held every second Saturday of the month. 
Pay at the door; tickets are £3 for  
performers and £6 for others. Prices  
include tea, coffee and a seasonal light 
buffet in the interval. Bring your own 
booze! There is also a bumper raffle. 

Latest details can be found on the Peppard 
Unplugged Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/
peppardunplugged].  

Robert Buttrick 

Library News  
By the time you read this the Summer 
Reading Challenge will be well under 
way. The theme this year is Gadgeteers, 
and there will be special story and craft 
sessions every Saturday in August,  
starting at 10.00 (and home-made cakes 
for sale). The idea as usual is that  
children should visit the library at least 
three times over the summer holidays, 
and read at least six books – they will be 
rewarded with stickers and other good-
ies before receiving a certificate and a 
medal for completing the challenge. 

On Saturday 27th August the author, 
Kim Ansell, and illustrator, Lisa Read, 
of Frederick the Fox will be visiting the 
library to lead a special story session 
about their book (usual time – 10.00) If 
you’ve not heard of Frederick, come 
along and find out about him! 

Look out for notices about October half 
term activities nearer the time. 

 Rhymetimes, run by volunteers, are 
continuing for the under-3s on the first 
and third Mondays of the month at 
11.00-11.30. If you miss singing rhymes 
to your children/grandchildren, why not 
volunteer to do it at the library? (Ask 
the library manager for more infor-
mation) 

If you need help with your smartphone/
tablet/laptop, let us know and we’ll find 

The Queen’s Platinum  
Jubilee Celebrations 

Congratulations and a huge thank you to 
Peppard Revels for organising such a 
fantastic event to celebrate our Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. After all the hard 
work, they were rewarded by the crowds 
of people who came to enjoy the Red 
Lion Street Party, sing along to the 
Sound Force Big Band and later with 
the Church Choir. The Red Lion  
refurbishment is almost complete and 
looking splendid – the bar was open and 
BBQ food available. As light faded, we 
crossed the road – ably policed by  
volunteers and lit by glowing orange 
triangles – to light our beacon, raise a 
glass to our Queen and sing the National 
Anthem.  

Thank you, Peppard Revels, for a night 
to be long remembered. 

Jennifer Smith  

a volunteer to help you. We also have free 
wifi in the library, and computers, printers 
and a photocopier for public use (there is 
a small charge for the prints). 

For more details of these, or any other 
activities, please contact the library by 
phone 0118 972 2448 or e-mail  
sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire. 
gov.uk. 

Or just come in and ask! 

Rosemary Dunstan 
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Junior Peppard News 
Introduction 

Hello and welcome to the most recent edition of the Junior Peppard News. We have been up to lots of fun and differ-
ent sorts of things and we can’t wait to tell you about them! 

By Amber Kriefman and Maisey Neave-Tubb 

Year 6 Leavers 

With another year passing at Peppard Primary we now have to say 
goodbye to our amazing Year 6s. It has been a truly fantastic year 
for them from the residential to the brilliant school play performance 
of Wind and the Willows. There were also the reception teachers, 
Mrs Byron’s first ever class she taught so I think she must be proud 
seeing them all ready to leave for secondary school. 

This year the leavers’ ceremony was held in the church after two 
years of it being postponed. The Year 6s where given a bible by 
Reverend James to help them on their way into their new school. 
The school also holds a goodbye ceremony on the common, where 
all the classes get to sing their songs and say their goodbyes. And 
to finish off their final school year in Peppard, the whole school 
celebrate with a massive water fight on the common. 

We wish them all the luck with their next big adventure and we will 
all be sad to see them leave Peppard School. 

By Ellie Swanwick 

From left to right: Noah Cotton, Dominic Warsany, Scott Reyburn, 
Clara Ferguson, Amber Kriefman, Maisey Neave-Tubb, Finty Ansell, 

Elfie Wallace, Esme Wilson, Jazz Smithers, Freya Woodhouse,  
Francesca Keyte, Immy Croft, Ava Green, Jemima Hall. 

Wind in the Willows at 
the Kenton Theatre 

Wind in the Willows 
This year we did Wind in the Willows for our summer production. Everyone practised their roles which meant everyone had to commit - 
such as practising their lines/songs. However, along with that, the Year 6s had to audition for the roles they wanted. (If you didn’t get 
what you wanted you would get a different part) these are the roles that everybody had been given. 

Year 6s (main parts): Ava Green - Toad; Finty Ansell - Ratty; Freya Woodhouse - Mole; Maisey Neave-Tubb - Badger; Jemima Hall - 
Narrator; Amber Kriefman - Narrator; Esme Wilson – Ethel, Train driver, Otter, Delivery man; Francesca Keyte - Chairman, Delivery man, 
Chief Weasel; Immy Croft - Harry, Delivery man; Jazzy Smithers - Bert, Clerk, Delivery man; Clara Ferguson - Sally, Delivery man; Scott 
Reyburn - Rupert, Policeman; Noah Cotton - Policeman, Jeeves; Dominic Warsany - Policeman;  

Year 5 - Stoats & Weasels; Highmoor class (Years 3 & 4, age 7/8) - Party people; Greys class (Years 1 & 2, age 5/6) – Stoats; Peppard 
class (Reception, age 4) - Ducklings 

I think it’s safe to say that we were all very excited because performing on the Kenton Theatre stage is an extremely big opportunity as 
well as that, it is the first time that we have performed for three years due to the pandemic.  

By Amber Kriefman 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

FOPs Camp Out 
Back in June the Friends of Peppard School organised a camp out for the 
whole school. We all camped out and had lots of fun with friends. The camp 
out was held at Sam and Lou’s farm in Harpsden. It was held to raise money 
for our school. There were lots of fun games to play. Like Polo (not the sport), 
rounders and water gun fights. And for dinner some of the Dads did a BBQ! 

By Freya Woodhouse and Jazz Smithers 

New Junior Peppard News Editors 
Towards the end of the summer term the new Junior Peppard News editors were se-
lected as Amber and I are leaving Peppard to go onto secondary school. The two new 
editors are Rosamund Cima and Maria Mangan Moorse. They had to write an applica-
tion letter and then go through an interview process. The decision of who to appoint 
was extremely hard to make because all the applicants were just amazing. 

Maria wanted the job because she loves reading and writing. She is going to be great 
at this job because she likes writing and has entered writing competitions. 

Rosamund thinks that being a junior editor is going to be a lot of fun. She wanted the 
job because she likes to write. We think she will make a good editor because she has a 
great imagination. 

The two new editors are a fantastic choice and I am sure they will be really, really good 
at this job. 

By Maisey Neave-Tubb 

Freya & Erin 

Friends of Peppard School Camp Out 

Farewell Song 
The Year 5s, including Junior Editors Ellie 
Swanwick and Evie Crowther (aged 10), 
wrote a song to sing to the Year 6s at their 
Leavers’ assembly. It celebrates lots of 
aspects of their life in Peppard, their  
buddies, the residential trip to  
Pembrokeshire, Sports’ Day, the SATs test 
and, of course, the summer production - 
Wind in the Willows. It was based on a 
song from the summer production. 

Peppard Leavers Can’t Be Stopped! 

The world has held great heroes as  
Peppard children knew 
But never a class went down in fame  
compared with all of you. 

The clever kids at Peppard know all that 
can be known 
They took the tests and nest the rest as 
their results have shown. 

Chorus 
Leavers as ever, come out on top. 
They face their fears and take them on, 
and they never stop. 
Our leavers are so clever, look at all 
they’ve done. 
They’re fearless friends and everyone 
knows that they’re really fun! 

Peppard is full of buddies, they play 
games on the green, 
Year 6s said, ‘we’ll all be back so soon as 
you will see’. 
Year 6s all cheered as they raced on 
Sports Day, 
They ran, they jumped, they tried their best 
at all that came their way. 

Chorus 
The teachers and their colleagues are 
proud as proud can be. 
They cry, ‘Look at out Year 6s, who are 
about to leave’. 

The minibus went ‘poop-poop!’ it races 
along the road. 
Who did it take to Pembrokeshire? Our 
awesome leavers! 

Chorus x2 
They’re fearless friends and everyone 
knows that they’re really fun! 

Good Luck! 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3.00pm term-time only 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a showround. 
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Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday and Wednesday mornings 09.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books and music 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 

Inter-School Rounders Tournament 
This week Peppard Primary School hosted a rounders competition. We were very pleased to welcome a selection of different schools in 
the area. 

The Year 3-4 teams played on Tuesday morning, all the teams showed amazing sportsmanship and played extremely well. The winning 
team was Peppard, however the other teams played really well. 

The Year 5-6 teams played on Thursday morning, they were meant to play on Tuesday afternoon but because of the heat the competi-
tion was postponed to Thursday. Peppard School brought two teams, Peppard A and Peppard 1, Team A was made up of Year 5s and 
Team 1 was made up of Year 6s. All of the teams played really, really well and they did amazingly considering how hot it was. It was a 
really close tournament. The winning team was Peppard 1. 

Overall everyone played really well and scored loads of rounders. Everyone also had a lot of fun and just had a good time. 

By Maisey Neave-Tubb 

Sports Day 
Sports’ Day is a day where everyone gets to-
gether, runs races, and has a jolly good time. 
And when you’re at my school it is even better. 

All the races are crazy good fun. We do the 
three-legged race, sprints and an obstacle race. 
But the funniest is the parent’s race where things 
get very competitive. 

Every team took part extremely well. Everyone 
cheered on everyone else in their races. This 
year, Willow got the most points and won the 
cup, led by Team Captain Amber Kriefman. 

Afterwards there was a delicious BBQ, a nice 
cold drink and even some dancing. It was so 
much fun. 

By Evie Crowther 

Peppard 1 team:  
Back row from left: Finty Ansell, Freya Woodhouse, Jemima Hall, Jazz Smithers, Amber Kriefman, Esme Wilson, Scott Raybourn. 

Front Row: Clara Ferguson, Noah Cotton, Maisey Neave-Tubb (Captain) 

Amber Kriefman 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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Harmony Matters  
On 26th August, Harmony will be one year 
old – that was a year that was! 

We have now 73 members on roll with a 
regular attendance of over 40 singers eve-
ry week in our new home, Peppard War 
Memorial Hall. Our age range is 36 to 97 
years of age - truly integrating the ages.  

Singing is so good for body and soul as 
we can see from our enthusiasm and com-
mitment to challenging and new ideas. We 
have even surprised ourselves by learning 
to play the kazoo - all under the unique 
direction and guidance of the greatest  
musical director on the planet, Ms Anne 
Fairbrother. 

Our repertoire is extensive as our capabil-
ity includes over 25 songs - some old, 
some new, but always entertaining and 
never boring. Our motto of ‘have fun, 
enjoy and go home happy’ contributes 
greatly to our feel-good factor throughout 
the ongoing Covid blues in the country. 

We need little excuse to have a party as 
evidenced by our belated Christmas party 
in February and we are constantly think-
ing of others when we held the Ukraine 
Day and raised £1,280.  

We finished our singing year in late July 
with another party and then ... we start 
again on 1st September and do it all again 
with singing and another party ... fol-
lowed, of course, by the Christmas  
party.  

A little bit of difference in that this year, 
now that we are grown up, we shall  
perform a concert for the local  
villages in early December. Watch this 
space for details when Harmony will give 
you some of our greatest hits and, of 
course, Christmas Carols. In fact, it could 
be singing and another party. 

An even better idea for September is for 
you to come and join us. Just ring Barry 
Wood on 01491 629982. There are no 
auditions and the only qualifications are 
that you enjoy singing and also … like to 
party and have fun.  

Barry Wood 

Covid Vaccination Update 
Sonning Common Health Centre has 
now finished the Covid spring booster 
vaccination programme. Between April 
and June we vaccinated 840 patients 
from the high risk priority groups: care 
home residents, patients aged 75 years 
and over (including home visits to any 
of our patients who are housebound), 
and patients with a lowered immune 
system. This takes the grand total  
number of Covid vaccines given by 
SCHC to 16,681! 

We have now paused our Covid  
vaccination programme until the autumn 
but eligible patients can still obtain a 
Covid vaccination via the National 
Booking Service or via one of the local 
walk-in sites. Please check national 
news and our website 
(www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co
.uk) for updates on the criteria for the 
autumn booster programme once plans 
have been confirmed.  

Our flu programme is now in the  
planning stage and we hope to start Flu 
clinics at the health centre during  
September depending upon vaccine  
delivery dates. SCHC will be contacting 
patients directly and will update our 
website once these details have been 
finalised. 

During Covid, we were forced to mostly 
react when things went wrong. Howev-
er, we now want to get back to giving 
more focus to prevention of disease, and 
promoting health and wellbeing.  
Although the NHS is facing numerous 
challenges and changes, there are sever-
al new services that we have already 
introduced for our community, and we 
are hoping to introduce several more 
over the next year. Please see our  
practice newsletter on our website for 
more details.  

Our patients have received a total 
22,622 doses of a Covid vaccination 
either directly from the practice or at a 
mass vaccination site: So far, we have 
given: 1st vaccination = 7,373 - 92% of 

Peppard War Memorial Hall 
Well at long last, after Covid, on 7th June 
we celebrated the centenary of the hall 
together with the Queen’s Platinum  
Jubilee. The centenary was officially in 
2021. 

The Trustees were successful in applying 
to South Oxfordshire District Council for 
money to help re-invigorate the communi-
ty and the use of the hall. 

Many of the 65 guests have been regular 
users of the hall for many years, for  
example the WI and Peppard Lunch club 
to name but two flourishing activities. 

Two past chairmen were invited, namely 
Philip Collings and John Pumfrey, togeth-
er with Jill Kendall - a past secretary 

A wonderful cake was made by Sandra 
Rhodes and cut by Sheila Walker. Sheila 
is the daughter of Mrs Mollie Walker who 
sadly passed away in February aged 112. 
The family tradition was upheld since Mrs 
Walker had cut the two previous cakes on 
occasions connected to the First World 
War.  

The cake was followed by the loyal toast 
and to wish the hall another great 100 
years within the community. 

The entertainment was provided by the 
Motley Crew a group of men who became 
friends within the new Harmony  
Community Choir 

Clive Mills 

Shedquarters 
We are a fledgling Men’s Shed: a regis-
tered charity affiliated with the UK Men’s 
Shed Association (charity number 
1198347). 

Situated on land adjacent to Peppard War 
Memorial Hall, Shedquarters will be open 
to both men and women who would like 

our adult population; 2nd vaccination = 
7,283 - 91% of our adult population;  
autumn booster = 6,675 - 83% of our adult 
population; spring booster = 1,202 - 89% 
of our eligible population 

Sue Litchfield 
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Sonning Common  
& District Tennis Club 

After the excitement of Wimbledon do 
you fancy a go at tennis? 

Our club is a perfect starting point with its 
two tarmac courts, located between the 
villages of Gallowstree Common, Peppard 
and Sonning Common, we are ideal for all 
beginners and young families, or anyone 
who simply wants to play tennis with their 
friends in a casual and informal way. 

Our annual subscription runs from April 
to March and we charge £40 for a house-
hold or £25 for single adults and you can 
play tennis any time you like! To keep our 
fees low we ask members to ensure that 
whoever they play with also join the club. 

It has been over 20 years since we last 
resurfaced the tennis courts and whilst 
they are currently in a playable condition 
the surface is beginning to break up and it 
is important that we resurface and repaint 
them as soon as possible. Having accumu-
lated £20,000 for this purpose we needed 
additional funds of £10,000 to resurface 
the courts and to repair the fencing. The 
good news is that we have been awarded a 
grant of £6,000 by South Oxfordshire 
District Council that will enable us to  
proceed with the resurfacing although 
repairs to the fencing will have to be put 
on hold to be repaired or replaced at some 
later date. The resurfacing is scheduled for 
October to be colour coated next spring. 

To find out more about our club, or if you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact me by email at  
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org, or 
visit our website 
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org. 

Dave Pinder 

A Roundup of Our News 
It has been quite a year for the South  
Chiltern Choral Society; we returned, 
very tentatively, to in-house singing last 
autumn to prepare for the Christmas Gala 
concert which was the start of the Choir’s 
70th anniversary year. Our Christmas  
concert was the first performance and 
then came the spring concert in April, 
jointly performing Fauré Requiem, with 
Parenthesis and accompanied by the 
Reading Symphony Orchestra. 

In complete contrast, the summer concert 
held at Queen Anne’s school was Cinema 
Classics with highlights taken from The 
Wizard of Oz, Rodgers and Hammerstein 

Clubs and Societies 

Growing in Confidence 
It has been a busy summer at Greenshoots 
and we have been very grateful for the 
help of teams from Thames Water who 
have helped us repair some of most deer-
damaged raised plant beds, plus sinking 
some new posts around some of the beds 
to attach more fencing. Deer, though  
adorable, have been creating mayhem in 
our vegetable plots!  
In the late afternoon, 
they come though the 
hedge to peer at us 
through the trees, 
clearly wondering 
what delicacy we’ve 
planted out today! 
Their favourite ap-
pears to be brassicas – 
they like their leafy 
green vegetables! This 
new fencing will 
hopefully slow up the 
resident fallow deer 
from too much 
munching. However 
long-term, we need to 
install robust deer 
fencing, seven foot 
high, but first we need to save the pounds 
for such a costly project! 

the opportunity to make and mend things 
in a sociable environment. We offer a 
chance to make new friends, start a  
project, repair something and to share  
experience and gain new skills.  

Currently in the process of applying for 
planning permission to erect a suitable 
building, we hope to be up and running in 
the spring of 2023.  

We have started a collection of suitable 
tools and would be happy to receive any 
tool donations. Contact details below. 

We already have a small group of interest-
ed would-be shedders so, if you think this 
might be for you, please contact us on 
info@shedquarters.org.uk, phone 0118 
972 3423 or see 
www.shedquarters.org.uk. 

We have a table at the 50th Anniversary of 
the Sonning Common Health Centre on 
Saturday, 3rd September: if you’re interest-
ed in finding out more, please do come 
and say ‘Hello’.  

Please help support this new project which 
is really important for bringing people 
together. 

Sheila Maughan 

We have another Bag2School collection 
booked; these have been very successful 
and helped many of you dispose of  
unwanted items to a good cause. Our 
next collection is at the end of Septem-
ber. We would be grateful for any old 
clothes, coats, bags, belts, handbags or 
paired shoes, delivered to us by Thurs-
day 29th September. However, if you 
can’t get things to us, please phone, be-
cause we may be able to collect from 
you. To raise funds throughout the year, 
we are always very pleased to receive 
jewellery (costume or precious metal), 
coins, ornaments, used stamps, you can 
donate most things to us! 

Dates for your diary: on Saturday 24th 
September, we will be in Henley Market 
Place as part of the Great Big Green 
Week; there are WI coffee mornings in 
Sonning Common Hall on 7th September 
and 5th October.  Do visit to see what we 
have on our stalls. 

We need more volunteers, especially for 
driving our minibus, helping to makes 
jams, chutneys and cakes, plus we  
always need gardeners, of any skill  
level, who would like to volunteer 
around Greenshoots – pruning, picking 
fruit, tying canes – the list is endless! If 
you have time, please get in contact 
01491 628933, denise@waysandmeans. 
org.uk or visit: www.facebook.com/
greenshoots96  

Thank you all for your continued sup-
port. 

France Woolaway 

Helpers from Thames Water 



Clubs and Societies, cont’d 
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Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-
fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 
others who may wish to apply, please call: 

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245) 

Chiltern Edge  
Horticultural Society 

CEHS is holding its Autumn Show on 
Saturday 3rd September from 14.00-
16.00 at Sonning Common Village Hall. 
Admission is free so do come along to 
view some amazing locally grown  
flowers and vegetables, baking and 
handicrafts, floral art and photography. 
This may give you the inspiration to 
enter next year! 

Our first talk of the winter season will 
be Pleasures and Perils of Opening your 
Garden by Angela O’Connell, the  
Berkshire National Garden Scheme  
Co-Ordinator. This will be in Peppard 
War Memorial Hall at 19.30 on Tuesday 
11th October. All are welcome - there is 
a charge of £2 for non-members. 

Colin Mather 

Over 60s Social  
Table Tennis Group  

The group has been meeting for over four 
years. They play on Friday mornings at 
Peppard War Memorial Hall. We have 
players of every ability ranging from 
'never played before ' to 'missing what we 
used to do'. Whatever their level, everyone 
benefits from a bit of exercise and a lot of 
laughs every week.  

All new players are made very welcome. 
If you are interested and want to find out 
more, please telephone me, the organiser, 
on 07836 620333 for further details. 

Dave Smith 

Peppard Revels Film Club 
Now in its 15th year, the Film Club will be 
restarting again on Friday 14th October at 
19.00 in the War Memorial Hall with a 
screening of The Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Pie Society starring Lily 
James, Penelope Wilton and Tom Courte-
nay. 

October screenings are when we vote for 
the films we’d like to see the following 
year. So, if you would like to add a film to 
the voting list for 2023, please email me 
on jandl@hasler1.plus.com. 

If you have not been before, it’s a most 
enjoyable evening with supper in a bowl 
and a glass of Laithwaite’s wine. As  
usual, tickets which cost £15 must be pre-
booked by contacting Linda Collison on 
lindacollison1@aol.com or 01491 
628492. And if you are not already on our 
mailing list and would like to be, contact 
Geoff Pitcher at geoff_pitcher@mac.com.  

John Hasler 

Peppard WI 
Members have had a range of interesting 
subjects and speakers since the spring, 
including an illuminating talk by  
Charlotte Peacock on Reflexology, and a 
fascinating explanation by Dr Burnett on 
The Causes and Treatments of Allergies. 
We were all fortunate to have participated 
in various enjoyable events to celebrate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and we all 
agreed that there had been wonderful 
community spirit.  

A most enjoyable trip to Waterperry  
Gardens took place in July and a summer 
garden party will take place in August, 
kindly hosted by a committee member in 
her lovely garden. We are all able to enjoy 
these events and our customary delicious 
afternoon teas in the company of our 
speakers and our friendly WI members 
and it is something we all appreciate. 

Join us and our speaker, Tony Laithwaite, 
on the subject of wine, at our next meet-
ing on Wednesday 14th September, from 
14.00, in the Peppard War Memorial Hall. 

Visitors are most welcome. 

Elaine Douglas 

Rotherfield Walking  
Football Club 

Over recent months, the club has  
welcomed a number of new members 
taking total membership to 50. In June, 
a team attended the Rotherfield United 
Presentation Day which proved a great 
opportunity to showcase walking foot-
ball to a wider local audience. This in-
cluded a fun game against the newly 
formed Rotherfield Women’s Team.  
The Club has joined the new Oxford-
shire FA Walking Football League in 
the eight-team over 60s Division. After 
two rounds of matches, we are sitting 
comfortably in mid- table. The squad 
are getting used to the demands of a 
more competitive environment and are 
looking forward to improving our posi-
tion in the remaining rounds of fixtures. 
The club also continues to participate in 
one-off tournaments and on 23rd June 
participated in a friendly 'round robin' 
tournament at Bracknell finishing fourth 
out of five competing teams. 
Upcoming social events include a 'Foot 
Golf' tournament and a trip to Newbury 
Races in September. 

Waterperry Gardens 

 Regular twice weekly sessions continue at 
Bishopswood Sports Ground on Mondays 
at 17.45 and Thursdays at 09.45. Potential 
new members are always welcome. For 
more information contact Ian Massey at 
ian.massey28@gmail.com. 

Steve Cannan 

on Broadway, The Best of Bond and 
Mamma Mia! 

We will recommence in September and 
we would love to welcome new singers – 
anyone is welcome to come and join us. 
Our website: 
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk
gives more information about the choir. 

Jane Pares 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THE JOBS 
AROUND YOUR HOME 

 
 

MR F1X-IT  - Handyman / Property Services 
 

Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273, 
or call evenings 0118 972 3004 
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com 

for a free quote and call out 
www.mrf1xit.co.uk 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

Peppard Lunch Club 
We continue to be very popular, and are 
fortunate to have secured a new helper, 
Becky Hart, who has recently moved to 
the area. Becky came to our June meal 
and proved a willing helper especially at 
pouring Prosecco! Thank you, Becky, 
and welcome. 

We decided it was only right for Lunch 
Club to celebrate the Platinum  
Jubilee in June, so everyone was invited 
to have a glass of bubbly as they arrived 
and we finished the meal with a deli-
cious trifle - a good time was had by all. 

Even with Becky, we have found that 
due to other commitments such as holi-
days, grandchild care and some planned 
medical appointments, we will be unable 
to guarantee enough helpers for August 
and September but fear not, we will be 
back on Wednesday 19th October and 
will look forward to seeing you all then. 

If you would like to join us in  
October, please get in touch with me on 
01491 681780 to book your place. 

Betty Butler 

Peppard Stoke Row CC 
The club has been enjoying the hot and 
dry weather so far this summer – only 
one league game has fallen victim to 
rain – and the 1st XI in particular have 
been performing well. 

In their debut season in the Thames 
Valley League, they sit in the top half 
of the table and in contention for a top-
two finish with a third of the campaign 
remaining. 

The 2nd XI have also enjoyed success in 
Division 1a of the Berkshire League, 
with a runners-up spot not out of the 
equation in a tightly-contested competi-

tion, while the finish of school and uni-
versity has seen the 3rd XI’s results also 
pick up in recent weeks. 

Both Sunday sides have enjoyed some 
fine performances, while there has also 
been plenty to celebrate among the junior 
section – both boys and girls. 

If you are interested in becoming part of 
the club, please contact ex-Chairman  
Gerry Bacon on 07785 771 847 
or psrccltd@gmail.com 

For juniors, which run from Under 6 to 
U19, get in touch with Nichola Watts on 
07880 743 112 or at  
nichola2watts@yahoo.co.uk 

Richard Ashton 

Sonning Common &  
Peppard Table Tennis Club 

Your local table tennis club continues to 
thrive with various social/practice  
sessions available as well as catering for 
those who wish to play league table  
tennis. All sessions are held at the Peppard 
War Memorial Hall. 

Social practice is available on Friday 
mornings 10.30-12.00 or 14.00-15.00 on 
the same day. 

League practice sessions commence in 
mid-August on Thursday evenings (19.00-
21.00) as we look ahead to the playing 
season in the Reading & District League 
from mid-September. The club expects to 
enter six or seven teams in the Reading 
League across the various divisions with 
two in the top division, two in Division 2, 
one in Division 3 and two in the bottom 
division. 

A Truly Fabulous Fun Day! 

In May, Wyfold RDA (Riding for the 
Disabled) held its first annual Fun Day 
since lockdown. Luckily the rain 
stopped just in time, the clouds cleared 
and the sun shone all afternoon. Our 
vintage tractor rides proved very popular 
and our newly surfaced yard was turned 
into the Wyfold Piazza with tables and 
chairs where everyone could sit, chat, 
eat and drink and enjoy the jolly atmos-
phere.  

Our very popular plant stall was again 
the top fundraiser soon followed by the 
raffle, hot dogs, tombola, teas, games 
and bric a brac stalls. Altogether we 
managed to raise £1,815 which is a new 
record. 

On Sunday 29th May, one of our  
Trustees, David Walters, entered the 
Ride London Cycling Sportive  
sponsored event and managed to make it 
around the 100 miles course. He raised 
£1,133 for our charity and we are glad to 
say that he arrived back safely (no  
falling down cattle grids this time!) 

Unfortunately, we have been unable to 

offer carriage riding since Christmas  
because our carriage horse, Lucky, has 
been diagnosed with chronic lameness. We 
have been looking hard but fruitlessly now 
for over six months but at last it looks as if 
we have found the horse we want! Fingers 
crossed we should be up and running again 
soon and thank you to all our carriage  
drivers who have been waiting so patiently 
for such a long time. Watch this space for 
more details and photos! 

Once again, on the afternoon of Saturday 
27thAugust we shall be running our tradi-
tional bric a brac stall at the Binfield Heath 
Flower Show and would love to see you all 
there. 

Gillian Rushworth 

Anyone interested in any of the sessions 
or playing league table tennis can con-
tact me on n.maltby587@btinternet.com 
or by phone on 07857 670024 for more 
information.  

Nigel Maltby 

Vintage tractor rides at the Wyfold RDA Fun Day 



Our Churches 
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Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
 e-mail: revjstickings@gmail.com 
 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Barbara Langdale 0118 972 1249 www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

All Saints’ 
Church of England 

All Saints’ News 
Greetings. Firstly, very many thanks to 
Jenny Wingrove for her excellent pieces 
in previous issues of Peppard News. 

April saw a fond farewell to Nick and Sue 
Launders, faithful and active worshippers 
here for many years. Thoughtful, fun, 
knowledgeable and altruistic in their many 
endeavours, delightful and a huge benison 
to all. 

Also, much missed Associate Priest Sheila 
Walker: on 22nd May – Sheila’s last day of 
taking services - she preached at all three 
churches in the Benefice. James presided 
over a beautiful Benefice Service at Christ 
the King on the 29th May followed by a 
magnificent indoor farewell picnic party 
for Sheila and husband, Tim, at Peppard 
War Memorial Hall where they were 
showered with praise and gifts for the 
blessings they have both brought us and 
for the new chapter in their lives.  

Their lovely letter thanked us and blessed 
us and our endeavours to find our new 
house for the Duty Priest.   

Following great Jubilee festivities, we 
welcomed and celebrated the great gift of 
the Holy Spirit with an edifying Pentecost 
(Whit Sunday) Service on 5th June. The 
choir sang the beautiful anthem Litany to 
the Holy Spirit by Peter Hurford. See  
Canon Paul Hardington’s article What 
Does the Holy Spirit Do? in our July  
Parish Magazine or available on our  
website.  

On 13th July, fifteen Peppard School  
leavers enjoyed a wonderful service and 
were presented with Good News Youth 
Bibles from All Saints’ with blessings for 
their bright futures.  

We very much look forward to Harvest 
Festival and the choir singing at the 
RSCM Annual Choirs Festival at  

Christchurch in Oxford on Saturday 24th 
September, a joyous occasion with over 
100 singers. 

All Blessings 

Elaine Govett 

Remembrances of Nick 
and Sue Launders 

Nick and Sue and their family 
contributed hugely to the lives 
of the church of people who 
attend All Saints’. Nick used 
his deep knowledge of the  
Bible and his love of Jesus to 
share fellowship with all  
comers. He led Peppard Praise 
for over 20 years, encouraging 
other congregation members to 
take an active role at the front 
of the church. In presenting 
Bible stories, Nick was an avid 
user of props to bring the  
messages to life. 

My son, in particular, always 
looked forward to the question 
and answer session when Nick 
rewarded people for paying 
attention or using their com-
mon sense with a smile. Older 
congregation members might 
sometimes sit on their hands, 
fearful of muddling their  
prophets or Jesus's miracles. 

For our weekly Bible studies, 
Nick was a reliable guide to 
the Hebrew bible source  
quoted by Jesus and others in 
the New Testament. He  
inspires everyone willing to 
listen and be slow to make up 
their minds. Sue supported him 
with prayers from the heart,  
prepared in advance but told 
without notes. 

They were treasures for the All Saints’ 
community, always seeking to move 
forward with new ideas so more people 
could hear about Jesus and his love for 
them. We wish them all the best in their 
new home in Southampton. 

Nick Shanagher 

Nick Launders 



 

WANTED 
Jewellery, pocket & wrist watches,  

all gold & silver items, coins and instruments  

Please contact 07768 918501 

frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

Home visits by appointment 

 30 years’ experience  
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Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 
Parish Office:  0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Since Pentecost Sunday (5th June) it is 
now business as usual as far as any Covid 
restrictions are concerned and the Bishops 
have invited all Catholics to return to 
church in person rather than viewing 
online. However, for the sick, housebound 
or vulnerable we will continue streaming 
of all our Masses.  

During June, a number of our young  
people made their first Holy Communion. 
It was lovely to see them together as two 
large groups on consecutive Sundays for 
the first time in three years. This was  
followed by Confirmations in July when 
our Archbishop made a visit to  
St Michael’s. 

We were delighted to welcome local  
residents as well as parishioners to our 
Parish Open Day on Saturday 9th July. 
Guided tours explained aspects of the 
Catholic faith as well as pointing out  
features that link us to our medieval  

history. Free cream teas were served in 
the church car park throughout the day 
and proved very popular. If you  
couldn’t make it you are welcome to 
call in at any time. 

Continuing a brief history from the last 
issue: the first Mass was celebrated in 
the temporary building on  
30th November 1947. The sanctuary 
where the altar stood could be screened 
off by a curtain to enable the rest of the 
building to be used for social functions. 
During winter it was heated by four 
small coal burning stoves. Parishioners 
used the ground where the present hall 
stands to grow vegetables. 

In 1955 the decision was made to  
create a separate parish taking in  
Sonning Common and the surrounding 
villages and countryside. Close to the 
site of the church was a grocer’s shop 
with a garden. This was purchased by 

the parish of Our Lady and St Anne in 
Caversham and given to the new parish 
as its presbytery. Fr Bill Ford was  
appointed the first parish priest in August 
that year. An aim of the parish was to 
construct a hall that could be used while 
the temporary building was removed and 
a permanent church built. Money was 
very tight so many fund-raising activities 
were held. Very popular was the twice 
yearly ‘Catholic Jumble’ that could raise 
around £300 a time in the 1950’s!  

Building of the hall took place in 1962 
and parish activities transferred to the 
new building which was heated by  
electricity rather than coal burners.  
Construction of the new church  
commenced in 1963 but more about that 
in the next issue.  

Mass times and other information can be 
found in our weekly newsletter on our 
website. 

Brian Theobald 

I’m writing this in the heat of July as we 
come to the end of the school term with 
our café and the Ark closing for the  
summer. The break is so important for all 
those who work so hard to run them.  

September the Ark on a Wednesday and 
the café Tuesday to Thursday; the men’s 
Steering Wheel Fellowship on the last 
Thursday of the month and other varied 
activities. Please see our website for  
details.  

The foodbank still continues and we are 
so grateful to all the donors of money and 
goods that keep us going. 

Linsey Potter 

Many of us enjoyed the Bible Course 
that we ran recently and we hope to be 
running some small groups in Septem-
ber for exploring different topics that 
affect our faith. 

In the meantime – we continue to meet 
on Sunday mornings with more and 
more families joining us now. 

Compassionate Loaf usually meets on a 
Monday, Aspire on a Tuesday; from 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

Ride + Stride 2022 
This important, and fun, charity event is coming into our calendars once again! The Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust (OHTC) will 
be the main beneficiary of your efforts to visit by foot, bicycle, mobility scooter, (or horse even) as many churches in a given area on 
10th September. For those ‘old hands’ it needs no explanation. For those new to Ride + Stride please consider putting aside some time 
on that second Saturday in September to visit as many churches as possible, first seeking suitable sponsorship for your efforts.  Half of 
the money you raise goes to the church of your choice. The other half goes to OHTC who give grants to Oxfordshire Churches in need 
of repair or refurbishment, preserving an important part of our local history. 

And a special request from me for any volunteers to man a welcome table at All Saints’ Church, Peppard, for a couple of hours between 
10.00-16.00 on the day. 

For more information, sponsorship forms, lists of churches to visit in our area etc. do go to the following website: www.ohct.org.uk/
ride-stride or contact me: nigel@mukiwa.co.uk 01491 628509. 

Nigel Downing 
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Peppard Diary 

Church Services 

Sunday Services at Springwater 
(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 

Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services:  

All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  
Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 

In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin see www.eepurl.com/hH8EaH  
or scan this QR code with your phone:  

SEPTEMBER  

Thu 1 Harmony Ch rehearsals/PWMH/13:30/01491629982 Sat 8 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19:30 

Sat 3 SCHC/50th Anniversary/11:00-15:00 Mon 10 FISH Tea Party/SCVH/14:15-16:00/donations please 

  CE Hort Soc/Autumn Show/SC Vill Hall/14:00-16;00   RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19:00 

Mon 5 Peppard Schools Term starts Tue 11 CE Hort Soc/Open your garden/PWMH/19:30 

Wed 7 Greenshoots/SC Vill Hall/SC WI coffee/stalls Wed 12 Peppard WI/Computing Help/PWMH/14:00-16:00 

Sat 10 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19:30 Fri 14 Film Club/PWMH/19:00/01491 628492 

  All Saints'/OHCT Ride & Stride Mon 17 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

Mon 12 FISH Tea Party/SCVH/14:15-16:00/donations please Wed 19 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491681780/12:00 

  RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19:00 Fri 21 SC Lib/Quiz/SC Village Hall/01189722448 

Wed 14 Peppard WI/Laithwaite Wines/PWMH/14:00-16:00 Mon 24 Peppard School Half Term starts 

Sat 17 CE Hort Soc/RHS Wisley/09:00-21:00 Tue 25 SC Lib/Zoolab/01189722448 

Mon 19 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18:30 Fri 28 Peppard School Half term ends 

Sat 24 RSCM Annual Choirs' Festival/Christchurch, Oxford NOVEMBER 

  Greenshoots/SC Vill Hall/SC WI coffee/stalls Tue 8 CE Hort Soc/PWMH/Death in the Garden/19:00 

  World Rivers Day Wed 9 Peppard WI/Wheelchair artist/PWMH/14:00-16:00 

OCTOBER Sat 12 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19:30 

Sun 2 St Michael's/Bring & Share Lunch/01189723418 Mon  14 FISH Tea Party/SCVH/14:15-16:00/donations please 

Wed 5 Greenshoots/SC Village Hall/WI coffee/stalls   RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19:00 

   Mon 21 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

FISH Office 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09:30-12:00) office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 

Sonning Common Library 0118 972 2448 Rhymetimes under 3s, 1st & 3rd Mondays 11:00-11:30 

Health Walks - www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/timetable 

Full details of all these events can be found on the website: 

 www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events  

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/5977
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

