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Remember—we’re on-line too! 

5th February 1909 - 22nd January 2022 

Mrs Walker was born in Cadoxton, near 
Cardiff, five months before the pioneering 
French aviator, Louis Bleriot, flew across 
the English Channel. In her 90s, she hurt-
led across the sky in  
Concorde at twice the 
speed of sound. Such was 
the span of her amazing 
life. One of her earliest 
memories was a party  
given for officers about to 
embark for France at the 
beginning of World War I. 
She recalled riding 
through the gas-lit streets 
of Cardiff in a Hansom 
cab. 

Living in London during 
the war, she witnessed 
bombing by the giant  
Zeppelin airships. Imme-
diately after the end of 
hostilities she went with her parents to 
France where she attended school, as her 
father, an engineering colonel, was  
responsible for clearing munitions from 
the battlefield. Back in England, constant-
ly moving house as the army moved her 
father about, she became very self-reliant. 

In 1923 her father left the forces and the 
family settled in Peppard; there, for her 
17th birthday, she was given a brand-new 
Austin 7. Down to the Post Office for a 
licence, a couple of lessons from the 
handyman/gardener, and she was off on a 
driving career that lasted 86 years until 
she reluctantly gave up driving at the age 
of 103. She was to drive every kind of 
vehicle from a Rolls Royce to a three-ton 
truck. 

Mrs Walker taught countless people to 
drive, often hopeless cases who had failed 
more than once, and she got them through 
their test. She was much in demand, 
teaching the art of double de-clutching! 
She took her test to become a member of 
the Institute of Advanced Motorists in an 
aged Bentley. 

Married in 1931 to John Walker, Mollie 
was of an age when it was disrespectful to 

address your elders, or anyone you did 
not know well, by their first name so she 
was always Mrs Walker to almost all 
who knew her. Her daughter, Sheila, and 
son, Graham, were brought up in  
Kingwood at the house their parents 

built in 1937 
and where she 
remained living 
until her death 
just 14 days 
before her 113th 
birthday. At the 
time she was the 
oldest person in 
the UK. 

When war came 
again, Mrs 
Walker volun-
teered for the 
WVS (Women's 
Voluntary  
Service) later to 
become the 

WRVS and helped at the American  
Army Hospital on Kingwood Common 
where wounded German prisoners of 
war were cared for. She remembers  
seeing German officers in full uniform 
walking across the common!  

After the war in 1952, the hospital build-
ings, known as Kingwood Camp, were 
taken over by Henley Rural District 
Council. Local and some Polish people 
were given temporary housing there. 
Hearing that the Council planned to 
build a council housing estate on the 
common Mrs Walker, along with a 
friend, formed the Friends of Kingwood 
Common. Mrs Walker sat John Hay, the 
then local Conservative MP, down with 
a cup of coffee and advised him that the 
Friends of Kingwood Common were 
more or less the local Conservative  
Association and he needed to consider 
his best interests and support them! The 
Friends of Kingwood Common were 
successful and the terms of the  
Nettlebed and District Commons 
(Preservation) Act, which banned build-
ing on common land, was upheld. Hence 
no building on common land throughout 
the country is permitted. 

Next, Mrs Walker joined the Food Flying 
Squad, taking convoys of lorries and vans 
with urgent supplies to disaster areas. She 
was awarded her MBE for services to the 
Civil Defence which also involved teach-
ing the ladies of the WRVS to drive 
heavy vehicles.  

From 1954 to 1979 Mrs Walker was a 
very active member of Peppard Parish 
Council. 

Widowed in 1991, Mrs Walker still had 
30 years ahead of her and was often away 
in her trusty camper van, frequently in the 
Wye Valley, an area that was special to 
her. She enjoyed snooker and Grand Prix 
racing on TV; she loved her Border Collie 
dogs and would walk for miles with them 
up until a few years ago.  

I am grateful to Mrs Walker's daughter, 
Sheila, and son, Graham, for providing 
me with information about their mother 
for this tribute. 

 

 

DON’T MISS IT! 

Peppard Revels and The Red Lion’s 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION 

Thursday 2nd June 2022 

From 18.30 – 20.30 a Street Party 
(chairs and tables will run along the road 

in front of The Red Lion) 

With 50’s(ish) music by  
Sound Force Big Band 

Bring your own picnic 
 or 

Food will be on sale at the Red Lion 
(can be ordered in advance) 

Seating at the tables can also be reserved 
for £5 from Terry 

on 01491 629958/e-mail 
tryan123@btinternet.com 

From 21.30 BEACON LIGHTING 
on Peppard Common  

www.peppardrevels.org.uk 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 
www.peppardprimary.co.uk 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 149 years. 
01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

The school year is marching on and the 
weather is warming up.  There is lots go-
ing on in school with trips to Wallingford 
Castle and Museum and the River and 
Rowing museum.   

There was huge excitement for our Year 5 
and 6 children who were thrilled that this 
year they could attend the Young Voices 
concert. Having been cancelled for the last 
two years because of covid restrictions, it 
was an extra special event for all involved. 

Plans are well underway for our summer 
production which again, having had a two 
year hiatus, we are overjoyed to be able to 
perform at the Kenton Theatre once more: 
this year it will be Wind in the Willows.  

Summer plans also involve our annual 
sports evening event which will be held on 
Friday 24th June – always such a joyous 
occasion with Mums and Dads and older 
siblings all taking part in the races and  
enjoying the FOPS (Friends of Peppard 
School) BBQ.   

Our PTA are also organising the annual 
Camp Out hosted once again by Sam and 
Lou Austin at the beautiful Oak Farm in 
Harpsden. Parents and children camp in 
tents and enjoy family games, a camp fire, 
a BBQ and breakfast. We are keeping our 
fingers crossed that the weather is warm 
for all of our summer activities. 

During the next few weeks, we are hoping 
to welcome some Ukrainian families into 
school. We are very much looking forward 
to meeting them all and helping them to 
settle in the village. 

We are pleased to say that we do have a 
couple of spaces in our Reception class in 
September so please do get in touch if you 
would like a tour of the school. 

At last we are approaching a degree of 
post-Covid normality in the running of 
MECH (Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge) 
school. Let’s hope this now means we can 

get on with day-to-day education rather 
than Covid monitoring, contrived one-
way systems, social distancing, positives 
being negative, false positives, teachers 
being nurses, isolation rooms, face cov-
erings and all the other paraphernalia 
that have delineated the last two years. I 
hope I am not speaking too soon! 

On a much more optimistic note, we 
received our first Ukrainian students 
recently. What has been so wonderful 
has been the way in which the wider 
Sonning Common and MECE commu-
nities have rallied around to secure  
uniforms, friendship buddies, walk-to-
school friends, tools for learning and 
other equipment needed to ensure these 
students had a smooth start. Similarly, 
the students have been impeccable in 
their positive approach and empathising 
with these new students realising the 
trauma and terror that has underscored 
their lives over the last few months. 

Our recent parent survey also reflected 
positive messages with our scores for 
how well the students have understood 
topics such as tolerance, respect, and 
understanding of each other over 90%. 
We were incredibly pleased to read that 
94% of parents say they would recom-
mend us to others, 93% of parents  
believed teaching was good or better 
and 94% saying there was an appropri-
ate amount of challenge in our lessons. 
In addition, 92% of our parents felt the 
leadership of the school was effective 
and over 90% felt communication with 
home was good. 

This term we go into the GCSE exam 
season for the first time since 2019:  

This term has started with lots of new 
faces and the return of some old ones. 

We will be celebrating the Queen’s  
Platinum Jubilee and are looking forward 
to parents and carers attending Sports Day 
for the first time in two years. Our  
Leaver’s Concert will be on Tuesday 12th 
July for those children who will be going 
on to school in September 2022.  

The children enjoy playball, French,  
music and cooking, along with our weekly 
trips to Forest School. 

We also run the Babes in the Woods Stay 
and Play Toddler Group from Stoke Row 
Pavilion. These are open to everyone with 
pre-school age children, but need to be 
booked via our website: 
www.highmoornursery.co.uk. 

The Highmoor Crèche has been launched 
recently from Stoke Row Pavilion and is 
proving to be very popular. 

Do give us a call on 01491 642162 if you 
would like information on any of the 
above. 

incredibly the last students to sit GCSEs 
are now just finishing their first year at 
university! We hope we have done every-
thing we can to support the students - 
there have been after-school revision 
blocks, Easter School (four days of four 
hours of classes attended by about 75% 
of Year 11), core revision days and more. 
We hope that the students have also been 
able to revise and work hard at home in 
order to maximise their chances. Our 
fingers and toes are fully crossed: the last 
two years have been a rocky road and 
there are definite gaps for many students.  

We have used the National Tutoring  
Programme and 15% of our students have 
had 10 lessons of 1:1 Maths, English or 
Science to support some of the gaps we 
have identified. Nevertheless, GCSE  
results day on 25th August is still going to 
be an extremely nervous occasion!!  

 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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Our Young Achievers 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Playing tennis in the summer gets us out-
doors and keeps us fit. Our club has two 
tarmac courts and is located at the en-
trance of the Bishopswood Sports Ground. 

It is ideal for all beginners and young  
families, or anyone who wants to simply 
play tennis with their friends. You can just 
turn up and play casually and informally. 

Our annual subscription runs from April 
and we only charge £40 for a household or 
£25 for single adults and you can play any 
time you like! To keep our fees low, we 
ask members to ensure that whoever they 
play with also joins the club. Also, we do 
not operate a booking system and, whilst 
there are busy periods, for 90% of the 
time the courts are available for use. 

To find out more, please contact me by 
email at info@sonningcommon 
tennisclub.org, or visit our website 
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org 

The 21/22 Reading League season has 
reached its conclusion: the A team wel-
comed back Gary Morfan after an absence  
through injury and he helped them to a 
third place finish in Division 1. The B 
team finished in one of the relegation 
places while the C team finished just 
above the drop zone. In Division 2, the D 
team was successful; they finished in the 
top half and their quartet of Mark Jones, 
Angus Jones  Danny Dockree and Jon 
Abbott won the Team Handicap Cup. The 
E team had a season of struggle and are 
relegated from Division 3, while the F 
team finished mid-sole in Division 4. 

Practice sessions continue on Friday after-
noons with pre-season practice from  
August as we look forward to the start of 
next season. Anyone interested in joining 
the club can contact me on 07857 670024 
or at n.maltby587@btinternet.com. 

Clubs and Societies 

Early this year I started playing with a 
football team called Twyford Comets 
Girls.  I train every Tuesday evening and 
we play matches most Saturdays.  We 
play in the Berkshire County Girls’ Foot-
ball League. I play centre-mid because I 
like tackling and defending. We play  
seven-a-side including the goalie.   

I really enjoy football because it is really 
fun, I am meeting new friends and I like 
playing competitive sport. My first league 
game was in February and I was really 
pleased to be awarded a trophy for Player 
of the Week. 

On Saturday the 7th of May my team and I 
played a football tournament in  
Sandhurst, and in the last match it was 1-1 
so we went into penalty kicks. I was in 
the goal and then I was asked to take the 
first kick. Unfortunately, we didn’t make 
it through, but we all learnt a lot and had 
fun. We have another tournament soon so 
hopefully we will do better. 

In the future I would like to work hard 
and train hard and win more matches. My 
dream would be to play football for  
England, but I know that is a few years 
away!  

A former pupil at Peppard School and 
Peppard resident, Eden is a junior row-
er. She is just starting and is really en-
joying it. We asked her a few questions. 

When did you first start rowing? - I 
joined the squad last September but I 
originally started in March last year. 
What first inspired you to row? In  
Henley, you see lots of rowers on 
the river and it seemed like a really fun 
way of exercising so I wanted to give it 
a go. How long have you been rowing? 
Over a year, about 14 months. What 
type of boat do you row? Coxed quads, 
doubles and octos. How much do you 
train? 4 times a week so just over 13 
hours. How difficult is it? Or what is the 
hardest thing to do in rowing? The hard-
est thing is the long training sessions but 
it definitely pays off in the end. Also all 
the running especially the up hills!  

Have you been in any races or competi-
tions? And how did you do? Yes, I have 
been to quite a few. Most recently I 
went to Eton Dorney Lake where our 
team won in the regatta style race. Are 
you planning to take part in any more 
competitions? It is the start of the regat-
ta season and I am really looking for-
ward to the summer regattas. Would 
you recommend rowing to other people? 
Yes, it is a team building sport and has a 
great environment with my friends. Do 
you have fun? Of course I have fun, the 
community is really nice and I have 
made lots of new friends. 

She obviously loves rowing and we 
wish her lots of luck in the upcoming 
regattas. 

Eden is second from left 



The Councils 

Page 4 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 
Providing quality homecare since 1968 

 

0118 334 7474 

0118 334 7474 

Parish Council 
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger 

Tel: 07595 551391 
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillor: Jo Robb 
01235 422520 

Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30 
in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 
concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times. 

The annual budget was set and showed a 
cash balance on 1st April 2021 (start of the 
financial year) that was £37,835. At 31st 
March 2022 the cash balance was 
£41,349.  

• As at 31st March 2022 there was a posi-
tive variance of £1,630 between the  
actual cash balance £41,349 and that 
budgeted (£39,719 – budget set in  
November 2020). This net positive  
variance of £1,630 comprises: a CIL 
(Community Infrastructure Levy) 
amounting to £11,053, being a receipt 
from SODC, relating to the construction 
of two properties within the parish, was 
received in 2021/22. Including other 
receipts, other income amounted to 
£11,232 against a budget of £1,000 – a 
positive variance £10,232. 

• Legal and professional fees were budg-
eted to be £1,100. The actual spend was 
£136. A positive variance of £964. This 
is a timing difference – the costs will 
come through in 2022/23. 

• Repairs undertaken on the benches with-
in the Parish (plus £85 on the plaque for 
Sedgehill Spring). This unbudgeted  
expenditure amounts to £2,886 – a  
negative variance. 

• Payments to OCC (Oxford County 
Council) being the RPPC contribution to 
traffic calming measures in the village. 
This unbudgeted expenditure amounts to 
£3,144 – a negative variance. 

• Village upkeep costs – these amounted 
to £2,761 against a budget of £1,650. 
The increase is largely due to the cost of 
dog bins – a negative variance 
of £1,111. 

• The amount of £3,363 has been trans-
ferred to the Sports Pavilion Rotherfield 
Peppard charity. This amount will be 
held in the charity for future use on 
maintenance/refurbishment of the  
Pavilion. This was not budgeted and so 
is a negative variance. 

• Other expenditure categories – smaller 
net positive variances amounting to 
£938. 

The precept agreed for 2022/23 is 
£41,000, 50% of which was due in early 
April 2022 and then the other 50% is due 
on 1st October. The first 50% (£20,500) 
was received by RPPC on 8th April. 

The budget for 2022/23 was set in  
November 2021. Income is forecast to be 
£44,500 and expenditure to be £44,298 

and this gives a forecast cash balance of 
£41,551 at 31st March 2023. 

A table containing the actual cash flows 
of RPPC for 2021/22, alongside the 
budget set for 2022/23, can be seen on 
Page 17 of the website version of  
Peppard News.  

This year’s village clean was conducted 
on 2nd April 2022: the litter and rubbish 
collected filled 10 large bags. 

We continue to make representations to 
SODC/OCC Councillors to point out 
that their priorities should be local  
issues, e.g. bin collections, highway 
maintenance, planning enforcement. 
Time and resources should not be  
wasted on imposing 20mph limits in 
town centres that cannot be enforced 
(£8m spend), pursuing a vegan, trans 
and diversity agenda (matters that 
should be subject to national debate and 
legislation – not local). In addition, 
SODC is planning to spend a vast 
amount on new council offices and is 
currently withholding information on the 
potential cost of this project. 

In December, the ruling LibDem/Green/
Labour administration at Oxfordshire 
County Council moved a motion at Full 
Council to ‘ensure that food provided at 
all council-catered events and meetings 

is entirely plant-based.’ The motion also 
sought to ‘ensure that Council school 
meals services have plant-based menus 
available as part of their regular offering 
at least two days per week.’ 

I respect vegans and their beliefs, and 
indeed quite like vegan food, but object to 
being instructed to eat it by others, so I 
attempted to amend the motion to ensure 
that a vegan option was always available, 
but was not compulsory. Sadly, my  
attempt failed. 

The whole matter received extensive na-
tional publicity in December and again in 
February when farmers protested outside 
County Hall, overshadowing the budget-
setting meeting that was taking place. 

To become Council policy, the motion 
had to be ratified by Cabinet, and the 
meeting to do that was set for 15th March. 

In the face of all the negative publicity, 
the Officer Report massively scaled back 
the proposals. The vegan diet was now 
only to be imposed on councillors at Full 
Council meetings seven times a year and 
on the general public at civic events. A 
‘graduated approach’ is now to be applied 
to schools, starting with one dedicated 
vegan day a week. 

On the day of the Cabinet meeting, there 
was yet another farmer demonstration 
outside County Hall and a very famous 
farmer – Jeremy Clarkson – added his 
weight to the debate and defended  
freedom of choice. 

Inside the council chamber, I made  
another attempt to amend the policy. I 
pressed the point that change should be 
brought about through education,  
encouragement and choice, but it was to 
no avail. Cabinet approved the policy. 

As a side note, the Council Chairman’s 
charity fund-raising ‘Vegan Curry Night’ 
scheduled in March was cancelled due to 
poor ticket sales. Meat eaters didn’t want 
to go, while vegetarians were put off by 
the strange main dish of mock chicken. 

As a councillor, my in-box is full of  
issues relating to drains, roads, schools, 
waste and social care. I very much hope 
the council can get back to focusing on 
matters like this rather than delving into 
matters of conscience that are really out-
side its remit.

Editors’ note: Links to the original  
motion and the Officer report can be 
found on Page 17. 



Snippets 

Page 5 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events, 
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding 

07958 371770 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 

The fourth edition of Healthy Activities in 
and around Sonning Common is available 
from the Health Centre, Day Lewis phar-
macy and the Library. There have been a 
few deletions due to Covid but also some 
new entries. Enjoy.  

Sonning Common Health Centre PPG 
(Patient Participation Group) would like 
to get people to talk more openly about 
prostate cancer and so are holding a 
prostate cancer health information event. 
We would like to invite people to attend 
the event to be held on Tuesday 28th 
June 18.00-19.15 via Zoom.  

The health event will be hosted by the 
PPG with guest speaker, Consultant 
Urologist, Mr Adam Jones. Mr Jones 
who specialises in prostate cancer is  
going to share with us knowledge about 
what to look for, how to get help if you 
find anything of concern and what treat-
ments are available.  

For those of you who have generously 
offered to host Ukrainian refugees, you 
need to know what is involved. These are 
some basic guidelines: you can volunteer 
for someone from the Ukraine to come to 
live with you. If you know of specific 
Ukrainians whom you wish to host, those 
people can apply to come to the UK. If 
you don’t know of any particular people 
to host, you can sign up to be matched 
with one or more people. In either case, 
your local council will pay £350 per 
month per sponsor or property. 

See Homes for Ukraine: record your in-
terest on the government website  
www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-
ukraine for details on how to proceed. 

You must be willing to let the refugee(s) 

 

The Office for National Statistics recently 
reported that approximately 1.7 million 
people in the UK were experiencing long 
Covid. Over half of these had symptoms 
for at least a year, such as fatigue, loss of 
sense of smell and inability to breathe. 

In the short term, if you are employed and 
ill, sick pay may be available and there is 
information about this on our website 
(www.citizensadvice.org.uk) if you think 
you are not receiving the  correct amount. 
If your income has dropped, an on-line 
benefit calculator will show if you may be 
entitled to additional financial help, such 
as Universal Credit, Council Tax Reduc-
tion and Personal Independence Payment 
(PIP), etc. Details of how to claim  
benefits, including contact numbers, are 
also on our website. A drop in income 
means that debts can quickly mount up 
and it is better to take action to manage 
the situation sooner rather than later. You 
can talk to an adviser on our Debt Help-
line: 0800 240 4420 or via a link to web-
chat in the debt section of our website. 

If you are being dismissed from work due 
to long-term illness, there is advice about 
this on our website too, or you can speak 
to our Adviceline: 0808 278 7907. 

There are no walk timetables in paper 
form at the moment, so you will have to 
check the website for days/starting places/
distances: 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co. 
uk/timetable. 

Hopefully the mud will have all dried up 
by now, and we are blessed with fantastic 
countryside in the Chilterns – so what’s 
your excuse? Get out and walk! If you 
want to speak to someone about any as-
pect of the Health Walks, phone Chris 
Brook on 0118 924 2515. 

The club continues to be a popular month-
ly outing for many older residents; it 
meets in Peppard War Memorial Hall on 
the third Wednesday of each month. 

We celebrated Easter with a spring meal 
of salmon followed by a delicious lemon 
dessert together with a chocolate Easter 
egg for all our diners. 

The meal costs £7 and is for anyone 70+, 
you are welcome to come and meet old 
friends or make new ones - if you are  
interested in joining us give me a call on 
01491 681780. 

If anyone can spare a couple of hours a 
month to set up and clear the tables as 
well as doing some washing up we would 
really appreciate your help. 

We are looking forward to welcoming 
you to our summer concert, Cinema 
Classics on Saturday 9th July at Queen 
Anne's School, Henley Road, RG4 6DX 
at 19.30. 

The concert will include The Wizard of 
Oz, a choral revue, Rodgers and Ham-
merstein on Broadway, Mamma Mia, 
the Best of Bond and more! 

For ticket sales and information on the 
concert please visit our website: 
www.southchilternchoralsociety. 
org.uk 

stay with you, or in your separate  
accommodation, for at least six months - 
the longer the better. You may not 
charge them rent. Your guests will have 
the right to work and study, claim bene-
fits, use the NHS, go to school and at-
tend free English classes. 

Citizens Advice can help with claims for 
benefits and other necessities. Our web-
site at www.citizensadvice.org.uk has 
relevant information which is constantly 
updated as new rules are publicized. 
You can also telephone the Citizens  
Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale  
Adviceline on 0808 278 7907 

If you would like to attend, please email 
schcppg@gmail.com to register your  
interest.  

https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine
https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine
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our wildlife pond and there is always 
pruning, grass cutting and strimming. A 
very kind donation from The Henley & 
District Agriculture Association has  
allowed us to replace an old lawnmower, 
so grass cutting is fun again!  

For those who have not visited recently, 
everything is looking very green and 
growing at a pace. We are open for the 
next two Saturdays (21st and 28th May), 
thereafter reverting to only our normal 
Monday to Friday, 09.00-16.00 hours. 
However, if you want something particu-
lar or a colour scheme for your hanging 
baskets (red, white and blue is proving 
popular this year) please do call us. 

In keeping with this year’s Jubilee  
celebrations, we have started preparing a 
small orchard, which initially will have 
five fruit trees planted to be included in 
the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. We 
could not have made this start without the 
generous help from the Rotary Club of 
Reading Abbey, who spent a morning 
with us weeding and repairing the deer 
fencing. Our aim is to have it finished, 
with trees planted, in time for the Jubilee 
weekend.   

As aways, do keep up-to-date with our 
happenings at www.facebook.co./
greenshoots96, phone 01491 628933 or 
email 
denise@waysandmeans.org.uk. 

Here at Greenshoots, things are continu-
ing to return to normal as we busily try 
to catch-up with the many, many tasks 
overlooked during the last two years. Of 
huge help, once more we are receiving 
requests for team visits, to see what we 
do and if they can help. Encouragingly, 
three requests have been from local 
scout groups who we are always delight-
ed to support, but if readers know of 
companies arranging team days and they 
don’t know who to contact, please  
suggest us. 

We have a range of maintenance tasks 
backing up and some would ideally suit 
volunteers too, who might have a few 
hours on their hands to spare. There are 
raised beds in need of repair, outside 
doors desperate for a lick of paint, not to 
mention the picket fencing surrounding 

Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

Director, Anne Fairbrother, continues to 
challenge us and pushes us to new  
performance heights every week with-
out spoiling the fun and the good news 
is that everybody comes back for more.  

I have left the best until last 
as I need to tell you about 
our Ukraine Day when we 
sang our hearts out for 
Ukrainian refugees: we even 
sang the Ukrainian National 
Anthem. Everybody made 
yellow and blue cakes – so 
many that everybody went 
home with bulging doggy-
bags. Although having fun 
together we knew what our 
focus was and collected 
£545 on the day from fees 
and donations. Truly, a  
wonderful and emotional 
occasion. 

Harmony have a donation 
page under the umbrella of 
DEC Ukrainian Humanitari-
an Appeal www. justgiv-
ing.com/harmony sings. 
This has now collected 
£1,280 and is still open for you to do-
nate. Thank you. 

Why don’t you come along and enjoy 
yourself every Thursday at 13.30 at  
Peppard War Memorial Hall? We can 
squeeze you in and you will be amongst 
friends. See you there. 

When did you last visit a library? If it was 
some time ago, you might be surprised by 
quite how much it’s changed. Whilst 
shouting is definitely not encouraged, 
there is certainly no need to whisper. In 
fact, it is a sociable place where conversa-
tion is welcomed.  

What’s in the library? Obviously, there 
are books aplenty, but did you know that 
they are all in good condition as older 
ones are removed from the system as soon 
as they start showing signs of wear? 
Brand new books arrive every week and 
stock is rotated around the branches so 
there is an ever-changing choice including 
best-selling authors such as Richard  
Osman and Lisa Jewell. Non-fiction 
books can also be borrowed, so if you 
want to try mindfulness or plan a trek 
across the Chilterns then chances are there 
will be something there for you. Not a 
particularly fast reader? Not a problem, as 
books can be borrowed for three weeks 
and renewed twice, more often if nobody 
else is waiting for them. 

Perhaps you need to make a photocopy or 
to print something out. Do you know you 
can do this at the library? Use of a  
computer is free. A hard copy of the  
current Which magazine, as well as back-
copies, is also available for reference. 

Libraries are one of the few places you 
can visit and not be expected to spend 
anything. There is a good-sized library in 
Sonning Common with parking right out-
side the door. It is in Grove Road next to 
the entrance to the primary school. It 
doesn’t cost anything to join, and once 
you are a member you can even benefit 
from on-line magazines and newspapers 
which can be downloaded onto your  
devices for free. There are currently 3,966 
different magazines listed including  
Hello! magazine, Minecraft World, Auto 
Express and the football magazine Four-
FourTwo UK so something for everyone! 

Ask at the library for details. 

Our community singing group continues 
to grow and consistently delivers our  
motto – have fun, enjoy and go home 
happy. With 73 enthusiastic singers on 
our register, we have averaged 42 singers 
every week during the spring term. This is 
despite an above average need for medi-
cal interventions and procedures for some 
of our members. Heh, that’s life. 

Since September 2021 we have held 25 
singing sessions and learned 21 new 
songs that, once in the brain, stay with us 
24/7. It is amazing how they can come to 
mind at any time of the day or night.  

Our fantastically talented Musical  

Teamwork on the plots 
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Junior Peppard News 
Welcome to the latest edition of Junior Peppard News. All the children have been doing amazing things and can’t wait for you to know 
what they’ve been up to. 

At the start of our summer term we had a new teacher called 
Mrs White join our school, taking over in Greys Class. Mrs 
White decided she wanted to be a teacher when she was a 
child, and eight years ago she joined Highmoor Class as a 
trainee teacher. After a spell teaching at another school, she 
has returned. 

I asked her what posters were on her wall when she was my 
age, she said ‘I think I definitely had the Spice Girls on 
there.’ She decided back then that she was more creative 
than sporty. If you’re now guessing who her favourite Spice 
Girl was – it was Scary Spice! 

We discussed what the most important skill is for children to 
learn for the future. Mrs White thinks that it is perseverance. 
‘I think perseverance is a really hard skill. Especially during 
the pandemic. I think we’ve had to re-teach ourselves to not 
give up when things get challenging. It’s really hard when 
you have a bad day, things get tricky and you just want to 
give up. But then, actually, you feel so much better when 
you do it.’ 

Perseverance is one of our school values and our theme for 
this term. Thank you Mrs White. I think you’ll be a lovely 
addition to our school. 

Mrs White with, 
from left: Immy, Charlie, Ellie, Talia & Holly 

During the previous term, we started to do lots of activities that resulted in  
raising money for Ukraine, who are going through this extremely scary time. 

One of the fundraisers included Ukrainian Day. Every individual pupil donated 
at least two pounds; so that they could wear Ukrainian flag coloured clothing. 

Another feature of Ukraine Day was painting nails blue and yellow to represent 
the Ukraine flag. (We had to pay one pound to get them done). We really  
enjoyed this day and are so pleased that we raised a decent amount of money 
for Ukraine.  

We are also very happy that we are welcoming some children from different 
Ukrainian families. We have brought in some donations for them to wear, eat 
or play with. We are excited that we are able to help them have a better time 
than they were previously having. 

Phoebe Waite showing off her blue and yellow nails 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

On Tuesday 26th April, Springwood Class, Years 5 and 6, went to London to perform in Wembley Arena for Young Voices. Young Voices 
is an amazing show where lots of primary schools get together from all across the UK to make a massive choir and perform a mind-
blowing concert with live music and amazing dancers. 94 schools attended the event and there were over 4,400 children! 

Springwood Class left school after eating lunch early and took a coach to London. They arrived at 1 o’clock and rehearsed until 6 
o’clock. Then they ate their packed dinner and got ready for the performance to begin at 7 o’clock. The concert lasted an hour and a half. 
They sang songs from pop music and The Lion King and watched professional musicians, including Laura Wright and the band Ward 
Thomas. After the concert they took the coach back to Peppard School, arriving back at about 10pm! 

Eliza Morris, Year 5, said ‘This is the best day of my life!’ All the children and the teachers agreed that this was one of the best days  
ever. 

From left: Isla, Ellie, Eliza, Ruby & Edith 

 

On Tuesday 10th May, Years 3 and 4 headed off to Wallingford Castle and Museum. Our class has been studying the Norman period 
this term and Wallingford has the remains of a great example of a stone-built Motte and Bailey castle. Wallingford Castle was built by 
Robert d’Oyley who was a Norman Knight and actually fought at the Battle of Hastings! It was a luxurious castle for many centuries, but 
it fell into decline after being abandoned by the infamous Henry VIII. 

First of all we explored the main part of the museum. Here, some of us pretended that we were archaeologists and dug up artefacts in 
the sand, amongst which we found a comb made from animal ribs and bones! Then we split into groups and each group visited three 
different sections of the museum. 

In the upstairs section, we discovered a hidden passage that led us around a trail of artefacts found in the castle ruins. 

Next we were able to hold a replica of a Norman helmet, as well as see Gall Ink constructed from iron and gallnuts (made by wasps 
laying their eggs in Oak trees). 

In the final area we saw a miniature model of the original castle to help us visualise how it looked when it was first built in the 11th  
Century. 

Then we left the museum and walked over to the remains of the castle. Even though there wasn't very much left of it, there were lots of 
hills and the occasional wall.  

We all had a great time and hope to go back soon!   

 

Wallingford Museum 
From left: Elsie, Josh, Islay, Max & Summer 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3.00pm term-time only 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a showround. 
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Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Wednesday and Friday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books and music 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 

Peppard class have been studying mini-beasts. They cre-
ated their own caterpillars and then coloured in the butter-
fly that they would become. 

Art by Oakley 

Art by Sophia 

Erin displaying her art 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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Barbara Grimm has lived in Peppard for 
27 years and has been retired from her job 
as Head of Communications for an  
international company for three years. She 
started volunteering for Care4Calais six 
months ago and clearly loves her role as 
local family support worker with the 
Reading branch of the charity. As the 
name implies, the charity was set up to 
help refugees coming from Calais but now 
helps those coming to the South Oxford-
shire, Berkshire and Hampshire by any 
route from any war torn country, typically 
Afghanistan, Syria and, more recently, 
Ukraine. 

We’ll be having a special Jubilee  
Storytime on 28th May at 10.00, with 
crafts and cakes for sale too (Bring 
cash!) Please note that the library will 
be closed on 2nd and 3rd June (Jubilee 
Bank Holidays) – but open on Satur-
day June 4th, with a Storytime at 10.00 
as usual. 

We have Rhymetimes for the under-3s 
on the first and third Mondays of the 
month at 11.00-11.30, run by volun-
teers. If you miss singing rhymes to 

your children/grandchildren, why not  
volunteer to do it at the library? (Ask the 
library manager for more information) 

Also, for children, we have Storytimes 
every Saturday morning at 10.00. Our 
June special Storytime will be on 18th, to 
celebrate Fathers’ Day on 19th. There will 
be a craft session after the Storytime, 
aimed at 3-8 year olds, and home-made 
cakes will be on sale (Please bring cash!) 

The theme of the Reading Agency’s  
Summer Reading Challenge for children 
this year is Gadgeteers. It will be launched 
in mid-July, and there will be special story 
and craft sessions (and cake sales!) start-
ing at 10.00 every Saturday morning in 
August. 

For more details of these, or any other 
activities please contact the library by 
phone (0118 972 2448) or e-mail  
sonningcommon.library@ 
oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

Or just come in and ask! 

I am pleased to report that since the last 
Peppard News we have enjoyed a really 
busy time both in terms of hiring your hall 
and carrying  out improvements. 

Many of you will have noticed that the 
ash trees along Gallowstree Road have 
been felled because they were diseased. 
They were planted before the hall was 
built since we have a picture taken in 
1921 showing quite large trees. We will 
be undertaking a  survey to comply with 
our insurance and then possibly removing 
the trees along Chiltern Road for the very 
same reason. 

Another development has been the  
installation of a separate toilet for the use 
of hirers using the Clubroom, when the 
main hall is in use. This is a requirement  
connected to safeguarding those using the 
hall: new ramps for wheelchair access 
have also been constructed. 

The outside green area is looking  
fantastic and we hope will be well used 
this spring and summer for parties, etc. 

We are in the early stages of planning a 
Centenary party which should have  
happened last year and we are still look-
ing for a part-time caretaker . 

The refugees are accommodated in  
hotels and flats while their applications 
for the right to remain in the UK are 
processed. During this time asylum 
seekers (with the exception of Ukrainian 
refugees) have no right to work or  
access to state funds so the charity helps 
by providing essentials as well as 
Christmas gifts for the children and 
birthday cakes. 

Barbara told me that many arrive with 
practically nothing and the charity  
provides welcome packs with such 
things as a change of clothes, shoes, new  
underwear, pyjamas and basic toiletries. 
For the children there are colouring 
books, pencils, card games and small 
toys. 

The charity supports 1,000 refugees in 
the local area, 200 of whom are chil-
dren;  Barbara registers the children at 
local schools, sources uniform and is 
amazed at how quickly the children fit 
in and learn English. Being aware that 
the refugee children would see other 
children getting Easter eggs, she  
approached supermarkets and individu-
als and was able to provide every child 
with an Easter egg. 

The Reading branch of Care4Calais runs 
a weekly drop in centre where the  
refugees are offered friendship, help 
with paperwork, the opportunity to play 
games, English lessons, hairdressing and 

football. The next aim is to set up after-
school clubs and mother and toddler 
groups. More volunteers are needed for a 
wide range of tasks such as admin support, 
collection and distribution of clothing and 
one to one friendship and support. 

For an up to date list of required donations 
email Reading@care4calais.org. or to  
volunteer email  
annie@care4calais.org. Barbara would 

clearly recommend it! 

 

Barbara with refugee children 
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If you create the right environment nature 
will find it!!  

The Kingwood Common biodiversity  
project keeps on getting better. Over the 
past eight years, new open glades on the 
common have let in sunlight and a wide 
range of flora and fauna have moved in. 

This winter, the volunteer group have fin-
ished off creating new glades and wildlife 
corridors and now, like human replace-
ments for grazing animals, we have to 
keep clearing the spring and summer 
growth. Come and see for yourself how 
fantastic Kingwood Common is looking. 

Even better, come and help - it’s a lovely 
place for a workout! Contact matthewda-
vis550@outlook.com 

A foodbank was started by Springwater 
Church at the beginning of Covid over 
two years ago to support those in our 
community struggling financially because 
of the pandemic. It quickly became clear 
that the need was on-going and shows no 
sign of going away.  

Thanks to the generosity of local people 
and organisations, the foodbank contin-
ues to support about 30 households by 
delivering some basic essentials. It out-
grew the space available to house the 
stock of goods at Springwater and, for 
some months now, distribution has been 
operating out of a room at Christ the King 
Church in Sedgewell Road, Sonning Com-
mon. It is run entirely by volunteers, some 
who pack and others who deliver to those 
in need in Peppard, Sonning Common and 
the surrounding area. 

More volunteers to pack and deliver 
would be welcome as would donations of 
suitable goods delivered to Springwater 
Church or the Co-Op Store in Sonning 
Common or money to buy more stock. 
Currently there is plenty of pasta and main 
course rice at the foodbank but donations 
of dessert items such as tins of fruit, rice 
pudding and custard would be most  
welcome.   

If you can help in any way or if you, or 
someone you know, needs help please 
contact the foodbank manager Jayne Hill 
via the office at Springwater Church 0118 
972 4519 or e-mail 
jaynieace280302@gmail.com. 

This anniversary of the Sonning Common 
Health Centre will take place on Saturday 
3rd September 2022 from 11.00-15.00. It 
will be a celebration not only of the 50th  
Anniversary but also the return to a new 
normal post-Covid19. It will be a reunion 
of past and present employees as well as a 
community event for our patients to enjoy.  

We will have activities for the young; a 
display of the history and successes over 
the years; groups such as Green Gym, 
Health Walks, Health Cycling, Functional 
Physio/Pilates and Active Leaders will be 
invited to have stalls to display infor-
mation on healthy activities.  

Refreshments will be available during the 
event. If you have worked at Sonning 
Common Health Centre, or know anyone 
who did and has left the area then please 
ask them to get in touch as we would love 
to invite them. If you can help, please  
contact us by e-mail at either Sue Abbott 
sue.abbott6@nhs.net or Sue Litchfield 
sue.HAT1999@gmail.com. 

Most people in the local area are aware 
of FISH and the work that we do in the 
community so we thought that it would 
be nice to introduce you to some of the 
people we have supporting us as  
volunteers. 

Our first profile is Caroline Stockill who 
many people know as she has been with 
us for over 15 years. 

Caroline trained as a nurse, qualifying as 
an SRN in 1971. In 1972 she married 
John, an RAF officer, and, as a forces 
wife, she travelled with him with post-
ings to Northern Ireland at the height of 
the ‘Troubles’ (a scary experience),  
Cyprus, Germany and various locations 
in the UK with their two children, Mark 
and Clare. A shortage of nurses in  
Cyprus (they were usually required to be 
single or divorced) meant that newlywed 
Caroline was able to work at the new 
hospital in RAF Akrotiri and the  
Families Medical Centre in Limasol 
while they were there. In 1975 she  
retrained as a midwife; her abiding 
memory during that time was the  
delivery of triplets – and she can still 
remember their weights! She worked at 
the Townlands Maternity unit until it 
closed. From here she moved to 
Thamesfield Nursing Home where she 
rose to Deputy Matron before she  
retired. Sadly, it was during this time 
that Caroline was widowed and she 
brought up Mark and Clare, then teenag-
ers, on her own.  

Caroline has seen many changes during 
her time with FISH and still chuckles at 
the call she received requesting advice 
with Coy Carp – possibly one of the only 
queries she hasn’t been able to  
answer! She is a regular driver for our 
clients as well as working shifts in the 
office, delivering medication, supporting 
the FISH tea parties and acting as one of 
the Co-Ordinators with the FISH Home 
Visiting service.  

Caroline does so much for FISH and we 
really appreciate her. She likes to be busy 
and enjoys the people side of what we do; 
she also likes driving which is a good 
thing really as she has taken our clients to 
all the hospitals within a 25 mile radius 
and has an encyclopaedic knowledge of 
the best places to park.   

We are always looking for new volunteers 
to join us and offer flexible  
volunteering; you have the choice of 
which jobs you would like to do and how 
much time you can spare so this can fit in 
around work and family commitments.  It 
is lovely to meet different people and 
many of our clients have fabulous tales to 
tell about their lives – and even some 
when they were FISH volunteers them-
selves.    

Caroline Stockill 



Clubs and Societies, cont’d 
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Peppard Relief in Need 
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times 

 If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get 
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.  

 Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone 

Valentine de Haan (0118 972 2967) or Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) 

PIANO LESSONS 

From an Experienced Tutor 

Ex-Concert Pianist 

 

 

 

 Call ANNA 
07568 377731 

 

Our summer programme comprises coach 
outings which are for members only  
although the joining fee is only £8 per 
year and talks that are free. The coach 
outings will be on Saturday 21st May to 
Hatfield Gardens, Hatfield and Saturday 
18th June to Castle Ashby Gardens,  
Northampton. Our Summer Reception 
will be on Saturday 23rd July – Venue 
TBC and finally, our Autumn Show will 
be on Saturday 3rd September in Sonning 
Common Village Hall from 14.00-16.00.  
For more information: www.cehs.co.uk 

The club is vibrant all year round but we 
all enjoy this popular tennis season. The 
weekly coaching sessions for children and 
adults are in full swing. The coaches from 
Teach Me Tennis Ltd are busy with those 
lessons, plus lessons for local schools, 
hosting school games events for the coun-
ty, running tournaments and individual 
coaching. They introduced their new  
extended holiday camps over Easter; these 
will be available during the May and sum-
mer school holidays too. There are also 
shorter camp options, all of which can be 
booked via www.teachmetennis.co.uk. 

Members can easily book a court on-line 
and we have invested further in the tennis 
club facilities by installing broadband in 
the clubhouse.  

We have some exciting events coming: 
Minions Family Day, Sunday 12th June 
10.00-13.00. This event is built around 
families coming together to enjoy the 
sport of tennis and have a great time. 
There will be games for all ages, tourna-
ments, a BBQ, cakes, giveaways from 
Wilson’s Minions range, plus lots more. 

Open Day is on Sunday 3rd July. An  
opportunity for all our members to meet 
up with some prospective new members, 
play some tennis and enjoy a BBQ. Please 
do pop in to see what goes on. Details of 
this and our annual club tournament will 
shortly appear on our website: 
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk. 

For more information do get in touch: 
peppardltc@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Our members have had a range of interest-
ing subjects and speakers this year,  
starting with Geraint Thomas in January, 
bringing Richard Burton back to life and 
including voice recordings, followed by 
Barbara Carr in February on the value of 
‘Education, Education’, and then in April, 
John Peacock enlightened us on the histor-
ical significance of the Picasso painting 

More than 70 youngsters enjoyed some 
fun in the sun as they took part in  
Peppard Stoke Row’s first primary 
schools Kwik Cricket competition for 
Years 4 and 5 in early May. 

Guernica. Our Annual General meeting 
in March with a quiz, punctuated our 
speaker schedule.  

Coming up, Teresa Beddis will talk 
about ‘My miniatures’ in June, we plan 
a trip to Waterperry Garden in July and 
a summer garden party in August, kind-
ly hosted by a committee member in her 
lovely garden. We will all be able to 
enjoy these events, including our cus-
tomary afternoon teas, in the company 
of our speakers and our friendly WI 
members: it is something we all appreci-
ate. Visitors are always welcome at our 
meetings held in the Peppard War  
Memorial Hall from 14.00 every second 
Wednesday of the month. 

Emmer Green, Caversham primary and 
Thameside all provided two teams for the 
afternoon, while one each came from 
Woodcote and Pangbourne. 

They all played four matches at Peppard 
Common, with Woodcote eventually 
crowned the inaugural champions on a 
day when enjoyment was the priority. 

The club’s first-team wicket-keeper  
Michael Chard, who runs MNR Coach-
ing, led the organisation and running of 
the event and said: ‘Well done to every-
one who made the day so enjoyable, but 
especially The Oratory School’s young 
helpers who controlled the matches by 
scoring and umpiring, Priya Sukul and 
Nichola Watts for sorting the refresh-
ments, and Director of Junior cricket, 
Adam Lotery, for his support. However, 
the most important people were the play-
ers and there was some fabulous cricket 
on show – my thanks to all the teachers 
who brought their pupils along. It was 
brilliant to see so much action and hope-
fully the kids will continue to play cricket 
as they get older.’ 

Peppard Stoke Row CC runs junior crick-
et from Under 6s to U19s. If you would 
like to get involved, please contact Nich-
ola Watts on 07880 743 112 or via email 
at nichola2watts@yahoo.co.uk 

Thumbs up from Emmer Green 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THE JOBS 
AROUND YOUR HOME 

 
 

MR F1X-IT  - Handyman / Property Services 
 

Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273, 
or call evenings 0118 972 3004 
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com 

for a free quote and call out 
www.mrf1xit.co.uk 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

Wyfold Riding for the Disabled were 
very lucky to be included once again in 
The Berkshire Egg Run that took place 
on Good Friday; it was organised by 
The Thames Valley Vultures Biking 
Club and distributed by the Loddon 
Vale Rotary Club. This year over 300 
bikers turned up at The Abbey Rugby 
Club grounds bearing Easter eggs. It 
was an amazing spectacle and the roar 
of 300 motor bikes was incredible. It 
was a beautiful warm sunny day and the 
field was soon covered with leather-clad 
bikers having lunch. Wyfold were given 
lots of eggs to distribute to their riders 
and the following week was full of 
smiling faces as we organised Easter 
Egg Hunts around the park and games 
in the arena. The donations were truly 
appreciated and it made Easter time at 
Wyfold very special for our riders. 
Many thanks go to the Vultures and 
their friends and to the local Rotary 
Club members. 

The cricket club has started its summer 
with several close pre-season games – 
albeit sadly falling on the wrong side of 
the result more often than not! 

The most exciting match to date was the 
National Village Cup home clash with 
White Waltham, where PSR totalled 227
-8 (Rich Ashton 76, Scott Harris 55) 
before the away side sensationally 
chased the score down off the final ball 
– their captain Ben Scarborough was 

We are now in the process of planning our 
future programme with a series of play 
readings, a seasonal production of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and the 
promised hilarious comedy Forget-Me-
Knot in spring 2023 delayed from 2020, 
including some exciting collaborations 
with other community groups. 

We usually meet at Christ the King Hall 
in Sonning Common with performances at 
Peppard War Memorial Hall. As always, 
we are actively seeking new members, 
both on-stage actors and front of house 
and backstage technical support – experi-
ence not necessary. You can find out more 
about us on www.chilternplayers.co.uk 
and on Facebook and Twitter. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

We would also like to say a great big 
thank you and best wishes to Rosemary 
House, our secretary and so much more, 
who is moving to pastures new. I’m sure 
we’ll still be in regular contact with her 
though – we haven’t heard the last of 
Rosemary! 

If you have been walking in our local 
woods recently, you’ll have noticed that 
the bluebells have been especially good 
this year. In four of the woods, the  
displays are partly due to the work we’ve 
done in recent years clearing bramble and 
scrub that was preventing the plants com-
ing through. And on Peppard and King-
wood Commons you will have seen that 
the glades have been opened up with new 
dead hedges. We can’t claim the credit 
for all this but the Green Gym has been 
responsible for part or all of the improve-
ment. And as usual all the work was done 
without power tools. 

We have been pleased that several new 
local volunteers have joined us in recent 
months, recognising that the health bene-
fits of physical activity are wide ranging, 
exceeding that of any drug. Did you know 
that inactivity contributes to as many 
deaths in the UK as smoking? If you are 
interested in knowing more of what we 
do, phone our secretary on 0118 972 4228 
or visit our website for more details – 
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk.  

Rotherfield United, your local football 
club, will be celebrating our 50th anniver-
sary in 2023 with special events at our 
home at Bishopswood sports ground.  

We offer football for all age groups from 
Under5s through to Under16s as well as a 
men’s first team and veterans’ football. 
The club also has a very successful  
walking football section. 

The club is an FA approved Charter 
Standard Community club and Wildcats 
girls’ development centre.  

We welcome players of all ages and abili-
ties and are particularly keen to attract 
new players to our Saturday morning  
Under5s (Reception year) sessions where 
youngsters can come along and give  
football a try free of charge until the end 
of the season. 

We are keen to grow our Girls’ Wild-
cats sessions: girls are welcome to come 
along and get involved under the coach-
ing of our Wildcats’ coach, Aleshea. 

For more information e-mail  
info@rotherfieldfc.com or call 07710 
875728 

named as the Player of the Round for the 
whole of Great Britain and won a case of 
beer for his troubles. 

The league season has just started and the 
1st XI are excited to be playing in the 
Thames Valley League for the first time, 
having won promotion last season. 

Elsewhere, the 2nd and 3rd XI continue to 
compete in the Berkshire League, while 
the club runs two Sunday sides and junior 
cricket from Under 6s to U19s, including 
girls. 

Weekly nets take place at club sponsor, 
The Oratory School, from 18.15 on Thurs-
day nights with any potential new  
members welcome to join. 

If you are interested in becoming part of 
the club, please contact ex-Chairman  
Gerry Bacon on 07785 771 847 or 
psrccltd@gmail.com. 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0119 972 4861 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Barbara Langdale 0118 972 1249 www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

On Tuesday 3rd May we welcomed Bishop 
Gavin of Dorchester to All Saints’ for a 
service of Baptism and Confirmation.  
Altogether there were nine candidates for 
Confirmation, four of whom are members 
of All Saints’ and of the choir: we  
congratulate Nancy Dudman, Nina 
Govett, Chloe Govett and Tom Foster, and 
we continue to pray for them on our  
journey together with Christ. Thanks to 
Barbara Langdale, churchwarden, and 
Nick Room (churchwarden of St John the 
Baptist, Kidmore End), and all who made 
the bishop feel welcome. I know that Ian 
Fraser and the churchyard team will be 
delighted that when Bishop Gavin arrived, 
he commented to me how ‘immaculate’ 
the churchyard is – hear, hear! 

Many things going on in the world at the 
moment are upsetting and troubling.  As 
well as practical action to relieve the  
suffering of others, can I encourage you to 
visit All Saints’ during the day, as it’s a 
sanctuary of peace and connection with 
God. Often when we’re faced with the 
weight of human suffering, it seems  
impossible to find any words to use in 
prayer. But sitting in silence is a prayer, 
too, simply offering ourselves and our 
thoughts and feelings to God. 

Despite the lingering danger of Covid, 
church services are more or less back to 
normal. With Sheila’s departure, we will 
not have an Associate Priest for a few 
months at least, and so the service pattern 
across the benefice will be somewhat  
irregular.  

To keep up to date with the timing of  
services, please visit the church’s website 
(see above) and/or sign up for the weekly 
e-bulletin I send out by visiting 
www.eepurl.com/hH8EaH or scanning 
this QR code with your phone:  

Alleluia! over a hundred people  
attended church on Easter Sunday. 
Two services were held, an Easter 
Day Communion Service and  
Choral Evensong. The Choir Anthem 
in the morning was This Joyful  
Eastertide by Wood, a particularly 
appropriate choice. 

Our Annual Parochial Church  
Meeting was held on the following 
Sunday, after the morning service. 
The Annual Report and Accounts 
were presented and approved. Nine 
lay representatives were elected to 
the PCC. Retiring members, Kathie  
Anderson and Jenny Wingrove, were 
thanked for their long and diligent 
service. Barbara Langdale was elect-
ed as Churchwarden. Afterwards, 
canapes and drinks were served in the 
Parish Room. These had all been kindly 
prepared by Barbara. 

A service of Confirmation for candi-
dates from the Benefice took place in 
May. Bishop Gavin conducted the  
service and a combined choir sang the 
Anthem Come, Holy Ghost by Thomas 
Attwood. 

There will be a Benefice Service at 
Christ the King at 10.30 on Sunday 29th 
May followed by a Benefice Picnic at 
Peppard War Memorial Hall. This event 
will be an opportunity to say farewell to 
the Reverend Sheila Walker and her  
husband, Tim, who will be retiring and 

leaving the area. They will be greatly 
missed. 

Please see our website for details of  
services over the Platinum Jubilee  
holiday and Whit Sunday (Pentecost) on 
the 5th June. 

As ever, with Blessings, 

  
God bless 

Those with a keen ear and an addiction to 
BBC Radio 4 News will have realised that 
the clock at All Saints’ has been restored 
to full operation and that its timekeeping 
is excellent [bang on the ‘pips’].  

Smiths of Derby, who have looked after 
the clock for some decades, have under-
taken some development work to hopeful-
ly render the clock immune to the various 
insects that invade the church tower in the 
late summer. Needless to say, the problem 
affects the 21st century electronics, rather 
than the robust Victorian engineering of 
the original clock.  

Photo courtesy of Angela Davison 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 
Parish Office:  0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Over recent months there has been a no-
ticeable increase in attendance at St 
Michael’s. Other churches have noticed 
the same. It seems the events in Ukraine 
have touched a number of people while 
others are now more confident in mixing 
with others indoors. For those returning 
for the first time in two years it can be an 
emotional experience. 

It was wonderful to celebrate our Easter 
liturgies in full this year having had no 
services two years ago and restricted ser-
vices last year. There was a tangible sense 
of joy and appreciation that the parish 
community was able to come together to 
celebrate the most important dates in the 

Christian calendar. We were delighted to 
join with the other local church commu-
nities for the Walk of Witness around 
Sonning Common on a glorious Good 
Friday.  

The first Catholic church in Sonning 
Common was erected in 1947 meaning 
2022 is the 75th anniversary of that 
event. We are holding a Parish Open 
Day on Saturday 9th July - put the date in 
your diary. It will be an opportunity to 
have a tour of the church, enjoy some 
refreshments and meet some of the pa-
rishioners. 

Continuing a brief history from the last 
issue: it is 1946 and a piece of land on 
the Peppard Road had been purchased by 
the parish of Our Lady and St Anne in 
Caversham. Fr Bill Ford, the curate, took 
on the responsibility of establishing a 
church in Sonning Common. Although 
the war was over, there were still build-
ing restrictions, but a number of build-
ings were no longer required. The site 

was cleared and in 1947 a building to 
serve as the first church was identified. It 
was a Rest Centre (a temporary refuge for 
those whose homes had been bombed) 
located near the Grenadier on the Basing-
stoke Road in Reading. This was pur-
chased, dismantled, transported to Son-
ning Common and reassembled. During 
this time Fr Bill continued to celebrate 
Mass at various locations including the 
Polish refugee camp, Borough Court Hos-
pital and Peppard Sanatorium. A regular 
congregation of 20-30 people was estab-
lished at the latter. It was on the first Sun-
day of Advent 1947 that the parish priest, 
Fr Michael Williams, celebrated the first 
Mass in the temporary building and put it 
under the protection of St Michael the 
Archangel. 

More of the story will follow next time 
but if you want to know what is going on 
today check the weekly newsletter on our 
website. 

This year saw a welcome return to a live service in All Saints’ Church, Peppard Common on Friday, 4th March. The service was pre-
pared by Christian women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland and the church was beautifully decorated to reflect these different 
nations. About sixty people attended the service and enjoyed readings by members of seven local places of worship and joined in songs 
backed by a joyful choir. Following the service, a light supper was served which brought together many people for a chat and catch up 
on news. 

We already look forward to next year’s service at the Church of St. John the Baptist, Kidmore End, on Friday, 3rd March, 2023, when 
the host country is Taiwan. 

There is always such a lovely community 
spirit at Springwater so if you have never 
been there why don’t you try and find the 
time this week to fit it into your schedule. 

It is not only a church with a 10.30 ser-
vice on a Sunday but a hive of activity 
in the community offering something for 
everybody. Do visit our website for 
more information. 

There is a very active café which runs 
from Tuesday to Thursday. It has disa-
bled facilities and has recently been vis-
ited by the RDA carriage driving group.  

On Monday mornings come and learn 

how to bake bread ( Compassionate 
Loaf), Tuesday mornings we have a 
women’s group (Aspire) and on Wednes-
day mornings there is our parent and tod-
dler group (The Ark). 

We are currently running a Bible study 
course on a Tuesday evening. Do some-
thing different: come and join in. 

And, by the way, any donations for the 
food bank would be gratefully received. 
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Peppard Diary 

Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services:  

All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  
Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 

In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin see www.eepurl.com/hH8EaH  
or scan this QR code with your phone:  

Sunday Services at Springwater 
(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 

Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

JUNE    

Thu 2 Peppard Revels Queen's Platinum Jubilee/Peppard Common Sat 16 Henley Grammar Sch Reunion /lynn@harttoheart.co.uk 

  SC Library - closed Tue 28 Talk/Cancer/18.00-19.15 Zoom/SCHCPPG@gmail.com 

Fri 3 SC Library - closed Mon 18 SC Library/Rhymetimes/11.00-11.30 

Sat 4 SC Library open/Storytime/10.00   RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 

Mon 6 Peppard School term starts Wed 20 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 

Wed 8 WI/My Miniatures talk/PWMH/14.00 Thurs 21 Peppard School Term ends/Picnic on common 

Sat 11 Greys Ct/Sculpture in this Gdns/01491 628529/+ other dates Sat 23 CEHS Summer Reception. Venue TBC 

Sun 12   Peppard Tennis Club/Minions Day/10.00-13.00 Wed 27 SC Library/Zoolab/01189722448 

Mon 13 SC Library/Carolyn Kirby talk When we Fall/0118 9722448    

  RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19.00 Wed 3 SC Library/Lego Masters/01189722448 

Wed 15 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 Sat 6 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19.30 

Sat 18 CEHS/Castle Ashley Gdns/cehs.co.uk Wed 10 WI/Garden Party 

  SC Library/Fathers' Day Storytime 3-8yrs/10.00 Mon 15 SC Library/Rhymetimes/11.00-11.30 

Mon 20 SC Library/Rhymetimes/11.00-11.30   RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 

  RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 Wed 17 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 

Fri 24 Peppard School Sports evening/17.00 Wed 27 SC Library/Zoolab/01189722448 

Tue 28 Talk/ProsCancer/18.00-19.15 Zoom/SCHCPPG@gmail.com AUGUST 

JULY Wed 3 SC Library/Lego Masters/01189722448 

Sat 2 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19.30 Sat 6 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19.30 

Sun 3 Peppard Tennis Club/Open Day Wed 10 WI/Garden Party 

Sat 9 St Michael’s Church/75th Anniversary Open Day Wed 20 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 

  Sth Chiltern Choral Soc/Concert/ Queen Annes, HOT/19.30   Peppard School Term ends/Picnic on common 

Mon 11 RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19.00 Sat 23 CEHS Summer Reception. Venue TBC 

Tue 12 Highmoor Nursery/Leavers' Concert Wed 27 SC Library/Zoolab/01189722448 

Wed 13 WI/Waterperry Gardens outing Mon 18 SC Library/Rhymetimes/11.00-11.30 

FISH Office. 0118 972 3986   (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 

Diary date: Saturday, 3rd September - Sonning Common Health Centre 50th Anniversary 11.00-15.00 

Saturday, 3rd September - CEHS Autumn Show 14.00-16.00 SC Village Hall 

Full details of all these events can be found on the website: 

www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events  

 
 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/5977
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk


 

ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET SET ACTUAL BUDGET

CASH INFLOW / OUTFLOW 2021/22 2021/22 2022/23

ACTUALS, BUDGET & FORECASTS £ £ £

CASH AT BANK - 1 APRIL 37,835 37,835 41,349

RECEIPTS Precept 41,000 41,000 41,000

Other Income 1,000 11,232 3,500

42,000 52,232 44,500

PAYMENTS Payroll -18,000 -17,584 -18,000

Councillor & Clerk Expenses -950 -990 -1,000

Admin & IT -800 -883 -900

Village upkeep -1,650 -2,761 -2,300

Carlings Orchard -2,000 -1,737 -2,000

Insurance -1,100 -1,082 -1,100

Subscriptions -700 -354 -700

Donations & Grants -11,000 -11,250 -11,000

Pavillion Maintenance -500 0 -500

Legal and Professional -1,100 -136 -1,100

Hire of Hall - PSRCC -1,070 -1,062 -1,070

Unbudgeted 0 -6,030 0

Other 0 0 0

Transfer to the Sports Pavilion RP Charity 0 -3,363 0

Loan Repayments -3,928 -3,928 -3,928

Website - Development/ Maintenance -500 -620 -700

-43,298 -51,782 -44,298

CASH BALANCE - PRE PROJECT 36,537 38,285 41,551

CASH INFLOW / OUTFLOW - PROJECT 3,182 3,063 0

CASH AT BANK - 31 MARCH 39,719 41,349 41,551

The budget set and the actual cash flows of RPPC for 2021 /22 are set out below alongside the budget set for 2022/23.  

 

The reports that Councillor David Bartholomew refers to on Page 4 can be read using the following links: 

Original motion: www.mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=25089 

Officer report: www.mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s59862/CA_MAR1522R06%20Plant%
20Based%20Food%20Cabinet% 



Holiday Camps
TimreTerm

O llq*ir:l*

or\G#
lb Att,.,rl'

$ i'1,*x"

il{-:ii't-

O Lmar
rt 1",*;*r

O i.-lA I

O Acir,rl

@

o

s

o

s
o
o

/ Peppad
/ Tennis Club

, The RedJ Lron Pub

iE,
I -.. r 

r\-

"'ot"- P*

lt" ae
qo

\;1
d

\a

\

\
- Derane q

6\Q How to find usTEACH

Yffiruru8%
q

c,

Coachin
At Peppard Tennis Ctub,

$r
NT

o
o
c

www.teac h meten n is,co. u k

i nfo@teach meten n is.co. uk

TeachMeTennisr

TeachMeTennis

Teachme-tennis



& ;t*4.4.+i **riiio *-.*

The Chiltern Society is the
promoting, campaigning fr

place. As a charity we rely
continue our work.

--=-a :'= - -, - -- :. := a::-. --:l
f '-:,,: : - c- --'-=- ='-a-a'Cea_:

- 
Rlgf ts oi Way Volunteers help maintain and
protect so you can qet out and eniov nature.

Ureb6tof UrcfliE From walking and cycling groups, photography
to food and drink events, we offer something for everyone.
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infrastructr]€ proiects" We are closely monitoring the impact of
development to the Misbourne aquifer, ancient woodlands and
character of the Chilterns, while our planning Group promotes the
highest standards of planning and architecture.
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Gavin Johnson . Chiltern Society Head of Conservation
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Jcim atrs...
Members receive a free footpath map and
Chiltern - our quarterly magazine packed
with fascinating articles and great features,
delivered directly to your door.

fronn iust 933 a lrear

EI ffi*w'ft* $e$xe
Visit chilternsocietyrorg.uk
or scan the code with your
smart phone
Alternatively call us, or fili in the form and
return to the Chiltern Society (details below)

Irtl9.ll9.T9

$vf;e*anbereletp

Your address

A99rs::

Postcode

How did you hear about us?
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PAY PAY
ANNUALLY MONTHLY

lndividual 833 i2.75
Household 848:^*: tO.OO-t,

DONATION RECURRING
AMOUNT DONATION?

f vesi i Nol
- - -l L_,,--,

€_ yEsi-l Nof*l

ffi**iYi?ffi*?"rffi-=,ffio.,, _ gi{ra,;d tr
membership/,'cicnaiion can ce inci-eas=='cy 25;.
at no extra cost to you under the Government's Gift Aid scheme.

YES, I want to Cift eia J i

I am a UK taxpayer & understand that if I pay less lncome Tax &/or Capital Gains
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in ihat tax year, it is

my responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify us if you want to cancel this
declaration, change your name or home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on
your income &/or capital gdrns.

Full name

Date

Glroose a payment method
I I wistr to pay by credit/debit card as a

l-l sinsle paym€nt

fl regular annual payment (please tick as appropriate)

I r wistr to pay for my membership by cheque.
I enclose a cheque made payable to THE CHILTERN SOCIETY.

Payment details r#?EeEe1l

By Direct Debit instruction
to your Bank or Building SocieBr
Originato!'s identiflcation number: 9 483 4a
Name/s of account holder/s

iEm
Soclety

I,.il9.

Title

NaBte

I'iame

Account number:

Branch sort code:

To the Manager, Bank / Building Society: @asnl

199r.q::

Postcode

Signed Date

IFISTR{JCTION TO YOUR BAFITT &R ELIILD'NG $OCiETY
Please pay the Chiltern Society Direct Debits from this account detailed in this
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee"
I understand that this instruction may remain with the Chiltern Society and, if so,
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/ Building Society.

By credit/debit card

I9T9.9f.93rg

!

Expires

lssue no*

.iisl:9 Date

For security purposes we will contact you for your 3 digit CVV number
to process card payments.

Be the finst to hear about our ne6
torthcoming events and much tnorgr..
YES, l'd like to receive emails from the Chiltern Society T
We respect your privacy and will process your details in accordance with UK law
See our privacy policy at www.chilternsociety.org.uk/privacy-policy
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