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Spring 2022 

Remember—we’re on-line too! 

It is with great sadness that we have to 
report that the UK’s and our village's old-
est resident died on 22nd January just 14 
days before her 113rd birthday. Mrs  
Walker has lived in the area since 1923 
and remained living in the same house 
that she and her husband had built in 
1937. 

The last two years have been extremely 
trying, but we begin to see a way through 
as we emerge from the pandemic. We 
have recruited a new member of staff, Ali 
Rumble, and more trainees (our benefi-
ciaries) have joined us. 

Though the charity was set-up over 50 
years ago, many remain unsure of what 
we do!  Each week, we support around 
fifty adults with a broad spectrum of  
disabilities, some who have autistic traits, 
Asperger’s or Down’s Syndromes, to 
name but a few recognisable terms, but 
increasingly many have on-going mental 
ill health issues, which have worsened 
during the lockdowns, caused, we are 
sure, by reduced social interaction and  
24-hour Internet news.  

Last Christmas, to restore some normality 
for our trainees, we hit upon the idea of a 
Festive Barbeque! Lots of space at  
Greenshoots for social distancing and 
fresh air to stop bugs spreading. Our  
Trustees lent a hand to barbeque, Carl 

Woods provided delicious homemade 
sausages and burgers, plus a farmer lent 
two ‘upmarket’ gazebos, to give some 
cover in case of showers. But the sun 
shone, Father Christmas visited, and 
everyone had a happy, festive time. We 
were delighted that Simon Williams, the 
well-known actor and supporter of 
Greenshoots, popped in to bestow  
festive greeting and good cheer – plus 
chocolates, which proved very popular! 

As spring arrives, bumblebees, who 
have hardly hibernated, are around, and 
a pair of red kites, who fledged last year, 
can be seen over Greenshoots calling 
and displaying most afternoons. We had 
frog spawn in January, which predicta-
bly with recent frosts, died, plus our 
small pond has sprung a leak, another 
job - empty and re-line it!  We have an 
expanding repair list – raised beds, new 
support posts, guttering, glasshouse 
cleaning – there is never an empty  
moment.  But our plants are beginning 

to grow, we are sowing seeds enthusiasti-
cally and there are pots full of bulbs ready 
for sale for Mother’s Day. 

As always, we need volunteers, if only an 
hour a week to help with the many and 
varied gardening tasks, but we will leave 
the last words to Simon:  

‘I am so proud to be associated with The 
Ways & Means Trust and Greenshoots, 
the day centre at Rotherfield Peppard, for 
people with learning or physical problems 
- the atmosphere there has such a sense of 
purposeful camaraderie. The place is a 
godsend to those who need it.  It is a very 
worthwhile local charity - run on a shoe-
string. Do make a donation if you can.  
Best wishes, Simon Williams’. 

The Greenshoots group 

Our contributors will probably have noticed a new name on the e-mail inviting articles.  
Dee Windass has recently joined us to take on the role of Contributions Manager, taking 
over from Jennifer Smith.  If you don’t know Dee then you may recognise her voice as 
she has been a Helper in the FISH office for many years.  And if that doesn’t keep her 
busy enough, she also helps out with the Peppard Lunch Club.  Dee has lived in Peppard 
for 12 years and has managed to escape being persuaded to join the Peppard News team – 
until now! 

Photo courtesy of Laurie Corrie 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 
www.peppardprimary.co.uk 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 149 years. 
01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

The school Spring term is progressing 
well and we are very grateful not to have 
any snow yet! However, the weather we 
have had has left the Common in a muddy 
state. We apologise for this and try to keep 
the children to other areas in order to stop 
it deteriorating further – and to avoid slips. 

We had a visit from Ofsted at the very end 
of last term, just as we were holding all 
our Christmas festivities.  We are delight-
ed to report that they consider us remain-
ing as a ‘Good’ school. If anyone would 
like to read the full report, it is on the 
school website: 
(www.peppardprimary.co.uk). We are 
particularly pleased with the opening line 
– ‘Pupils quite simply love being part of 
the school community’ and also the com-
ment that ‘the pupils’ behaviour is exem-
plary’.  

We are gradually getting back to some 
kind of normality now with trips back on 
the calendar - all the KS2 children have 
been to Ufton Court in Ufton Nervet, 
where one group studied Anglo Saxons 
and the other Ancient Greeks. Both were 
fantastic workshops and enjoyed by all. 
The younger children have been to  
Milestones Museum in Basingstoke. We 
have also resumed our swimming lessons 
once a week for the Year 5 and 6 children. 
We use the pool at Queen Anne’s school.   

Unfortunately, this term we had to say 
goodbye to the wonderful Bill Tanner who 
has helped us enormously over the last 
nine years with all our minibus driving.  
He is still helping us out though and pops 
up to school at weekends to keep the mini-
bus clean and in tip top condition.  We are 
immensely grateful to Bill for all he has 
done for us over the years. 

If there are any other retired people in the 
village able to drive a minibus and are 
prepared to take an OCC minibus test, 
please do get in touch with the school  
office (01491 628354).  

The children are very happy to have  
resumed learning songs for the Young 

During the first school term, FOPS 
(Friends of Peppard School) definitely 
hit the ground running and haven’t 
stopped since! It seems getting some 
normality back was just what was need-
ed and we headed into our first event, 
the sponsored moonlight walk back in 
October, with great enthusiasm. The 
children loved it, the neighbours loved it 
and even the dog walkers were all  
having a go at the trivia en route. 

Christmas is always a busy time for  
everyone. This year was no exception; 
the younger children entertained us in 
church with the most spectacular  
Nativity performance. All the children 
gave a beautiful, literally eye-watering 
Christmas carol service afterwards. 

FOPS really did us proud with several 
fundraising events throughout Decem-
ber. Although we have had lots and lots 
of fun with the children, fundraising is 
always hard, especially in the current 
climate so we were overjoyed to receive 
an extremely generous donation from 
The Harpsden Trust, enabling the school 
to purchase IPADS/ Chromebooks for 
the children. 

This year we are in desperate need of 
improving the dilapidated play area out-

side the Reception class which isn’t a 
small project and requires some big 
events.  

On 17th February, we will be taking  
donations for our bags2school collection. 
We will hold the much loved children’s 
disco and a community quiz at Peppard 
War Memorial Hall on the 1st April: if 
anyone would like  to join us, with a team 
(max eight people), we would love to 
welcome you - please contact us by email 
lisasilver81@hotmail.com for further 
information. 

Have a great spring and we will catch you 
in the summer term. 

We have already been very busy this year: 
we have celebrated Burns Night, Chinese 
New Year and Valentine’s Day. After half 
term, we will also start planting the grow-
ing garden and the produce will be used in 
our cooking sessions with Mrs Bun the 
Baker. We all enjoy seeing Matt from 
Playball Henley as well as Ollie from 
Teach Me Tennis. The Forest School vis-
its are hugely popular…you may have 
seen our train of little children in hi-viz 
jackets crossing the road in Highmoor on 
a Tuesday morning!   

We also run the Babes in the Woods Stay 
& Play Toddler group sessions from Stoke 
Row Pavilion on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings: these include a music class 
followed by free play with soft play, ball 
pit, water, sand, playdough, colouring and 
lots of toys. These are open to everyone 
with pre-school age children, but need to 
be booked via our website: 
www.highmoornursery.co.uk 

The Highmoor Creche for children aged 
from three months until two years, has 
been launched recently from Stoke Row 
Pavilion and is proving to be very popu-
lar. The Creche runs on Friday mornings 
from 09.30-11.30 in term time. 

For more information call 01491 642162. 

Voices 2022 concert. We were original-
ly meant to take part on 1st February at 
SSE Wembley Area but this had to be 
postponed due to the rising Covid  
numbers at the time. Our new date is 
Tuesday 26th April.  

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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Our Young Achievers 
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Sixteen year old Jamie Barlow lives in 
Caversham Heights and, since the age of 
ten, has been a member of  Sonning  
Common and Peppard Table Tennis Club 
which meets at Peppard War Memorial 
Hall. He attended Sonning Common  
Primary School and now goes to  
Highdown School in Emmer Green where 
he is in Year 12 studying PE, Geography 
and IT at A level.  

Although modest about his successes at 
table tennis, Jamie admitted to being the 
youngest in the 1st Division Team of the 
Reading League where he wins 
75% of his matches.   

He has also been attending an-
other club twice a week for 
training since the age of 12 and 
sometimes travels to other clubs 
for matches. When he was 
younger, he participated in the 
National Championships for 
under 13s. Coming from a 
sporty family, he started playing 
tennis aged five and used to  
enjoy hockey and swimming but 
now table tennis is his main  
interest.  

Jamie found lockdown hard, 
having to study at home on line 

Francesca Keyte does Reading  
Athletics. She competed in the Sports 
Hall Athletics competition. Her hurdles 
won her first place, in the speed bounce 
she came in fourth place and, in stand-
ing long jump, Francesca came high on 
the podium. This was all in the Under11 
girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sports Hall Athletics competition 
was to determine who represented 
Reading Athletics club and Francesca 
got picked, along with a few other  
Under11 girls. 

At practice for javelin, Francesca 
threw 20.1m. If she had thrown it in 
competition she would be the best in 
the country for Under11 girls! That is 
her training personal best and she beat 
her club record for Under11 girls. 

Francesca has been doing really well 
in athletics and enjoys it a lot! 

21 year old Sam Kimber lives in Stoke 
Row and, as a player at Peppard Stoke 

Row Cricket Club, is now in his sec-
ond year studying Sport Science at  
Aberystwyth University in Wales 
where he has become a key figure in 
the American Football team.  
Nicknamed 'El Buffalo', Sam plays 
corner back and helped his team – 
Tarannau Aberystwyth  ( Welsh for 
Thunder) - record a first win in five 
years against Edge Hill Vikings and 
was made Man-of-the-Match toward 
the end of last year. Sam represented 
his university at cricket as opening 
batsman last summer. He is also Social 
Secretary for the cricket club, taking 
his role very seriously in bringing team 
harmony and morale as high as it can 
be by dressing up in the club mascot's 
dinosaur outfit at one point! 

Well done Sam for all your achievements 
so far! 

Francesca Kyte 

Jamie Barlow 

and only having on-line coaching for 
table tennis for six months but he has 
come through 'Covid free' and since he 
is doing so well at table tennis at such a 
young age, looks to have a bright future 
ahead of him in his chosen sport. 

Second from left at front - Sam Kimber 
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0118 334 7474 

0118 334 7474 

 
Providing quality homecare since 1968 

 

Parish Council 
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger 

Tel: 07595 551391 
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillor: Jo Robb 
01235 422520 

Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30 

in the Sports Pavilion.  Parishioners may 
attend and observe, and may briefly raise 
issues of concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times. 

Since the last issue of Peppard News, 
RPPC (Rotherfield Peppard Parish Coun-
cil) has held five public meetings: two 
main council meetings and three planning 
meetings. See the Diary page (Page 16) 
for dates of future meetings. 

At the three planning meetings, the plan-
ning committee considered, monitored 
and reached decisions on 64 applications, 
reporting on these to SODC (South Ox-
fordshire District Council). 

The appeal made by SODC against the 
decision of the Inspector, appointed by the 
Secretary of State, failed and the develop-
ers have been granted permission to  
proceed with the Little Sparrows  
Retirement Village scheme at the edge of 
Sonning Common and Rotherfield  
Peppard parishes. As has been previously 
reported, the decision undermines the 
planning process. RPPC have requested 
that the SODC Councillors make repre-
sentations to central Government that a 
decision by one single inspector that over-
rides the normal planning and local  
democracy requires serious reform. There 
needs to be a panel of at least five inspec-
tors in these cases so that all factors in 
reaching decisions are properly consid-
ered and tested. With such large sums of 
money involved in projects of this nature, 
this approach would allow a greater  
degree of transparency to support the  
decisions being reached.  

RPPC have made many representations to 
SODC regarding its continued lack of 
effective enforcement of planning regula-
tions. SODC’s response has been that it 
lacks the resources to implement enforce-
ment and is now applying a policy to  
utilise its resources on a limited number 
of cases. RPPC believe that SODC should 
make the required effort to let all parties 
understand that planning regulations will 
be enforced in all cases and take action to 
let all parties know it is serious about this. 
If developers get the message that plan-
ning regulations will be properly  
enforced without delay or prevarication, 
they may see their workload decrease. To 
date the representations made by RPPC 
have fallen on deaf ears.  

Those attending SODC and OCC  
functions have previously had the choice 
of selecting either a meat-based or a vege-
tarian-based menu. The motion that has 
now been passed by SODC, supported by 
the Green party, to impose a ‘vegetarian 
only’ menu on others was opposed by 

RPPC, being considered as totally  
unacceptable. The residents of South 
Oxfordshire value freedom and free 
choice and it was important to us that 
this policy proposal was rejected. The 
implications of this policy were widely 
reported in the national media. A major 
concern being that SODC would move 
on and seek to identify and impose  
further restrictions on freedom of choice 
in other areas.  

RPPC made clear its view that the deci-
sion by SODC to spend £8m on chang-
ing speed limit signs from 30mph to 
20mph, in designated areas, was a waste 
of resources. It is understood the police 
will not enforce the reduced speed limit 
and, no doubt, it will be widely flouted.  

SODC/OCC (Oxfordshire County  
Council) have noted that trans people 
face significant disadvantages in society 
and proposed a motion accordingly. 
RPPC is urging both OCC and SODC to  
concentrate on local matters and not 
engage in, and devote time and  
resources to, matters that are best con-
sidered and debated at a national level.  

The RPPC budget and the current fore-
cast cash flows of RPPC for 2021 /22 
alongside the budget set for 2022/23 can 
be seen on www.peppardnews.co.uk 
Page 17. Apart from three significant 
items, RPPC remains broadly in line 
with the budgeted categories set for 
2021/22. The three significant variances 
from the cash forecast (£47,204) against 

the cash budgeted (£39,719) at 31st March 
2022 are as follows: 

• The other income includes a Community 
Infrastructure Levy (‘CIL’) amounting to 
£11,053, being a receipt from SODC 
relating to the construction of two prop-
erties within the parish.  

• Repairs undertaken on the benches with-
in the parish. This unbudgeted expendi-
ture amounts to £2,536.  

• Village upkeep costs – forecast at £2,277 
against a budget of £1,650. Increase 
largely due to the higher cost of dog 
bins. 

The budget for 2022/23 was set by RPPC 
on 8th November 2021. 

Rotherfield Peppard’s Annual Parish 
Meeting will be held on Saturday 
14th May at 10.00 in the Sports Pavilion. 

The leaders of the six Oxfordshire  
Councils have written to the Secretary of 
State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities, urging the scrapping of the 
5-year Housing Land Supply rules which, 
they say, do not function as they were 
intended, are ambiguous and misleading, 
and provide perverse incentives to devel-
opers to ‘game the system.’ 

Cllr David Rouane of South Oxfordshire 
District Council, Cllr Emily Smith of 
Vale of White Horse District Council, 
Cllr Barry Wood of Cherwell District 
Council, Cllr Michelle Mead of West 
Oxfordshire District Council, Cllr Linda 
Brown of Oxford City and Cllr Liz  
Leffman of Oxfordshire County Council 
asked Mr Gove to abolish the 5-year 
Housing Land Supply measure and  
replace it with one that makes objective 
assessments based on the sites allocated 
and permitted by a local authority  
combined with a scheme of incentives for 
developers to build out permissioned and 
allocated sites.  

One of the key statutory functions of a 
District Council is to ensure it has an  
up-to-date local plan with allocation of 
sufficient sites for housing. The 5-year 
Housing Land Supply rule requires a 
planning authority to demonstrate that it 
has enough land available in the district 
to provide for five years’ worth of new 
housing.  
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Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events, 
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding 

07958 371770 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 

The Councils, cont’d 

Greys Court is organising Silent Wood-
land Walks on 1st and 29th March, meet-
ing at Reception at 10:00 and finishing at 
midday. These are free events, but normal 
admission charges apply. Call 
03442491895 for booking details. 

The Greys Court Volunteer Open Day is 
on Monday, 21st March from 10.00-15.00; 
come and find out about the volunteering 
opportunities available. 

Nuffield Place is open from 30th March to 
30th October, Wednesdays to Sundays 
from 10.00 to 17.00.  

The Volunteer Open morning is on  
Saturday 19th March, 10.00-13.00, see 
www.vstnuffieldplace@nationaltrust. 
org.uk for details 

But even where a local authority can show 
that it has allocated sites for housing and 
consistently delivers on its housing  
requirements, its housing land supply  
figures can still be challenged by develop-
ers during planning appeals. The inspector 
in the Little Sparrows appeal allowed the 
development primarily on the basis that, at 
that moment in time, SODC did not have 
sufficient supply of new housing, despite 
the District having only months earlier 
adopted its new Local Plan with alloca-
tions for almost 30,000 new homes.   

Councils can allocate sites in local plans 
and grant planning permissions but have 
no power to compel developers to build 
out these permissions. Housebuilders can, 
through failing to build out on allocated 
strategic sites or sites where they have 
planning permission, create strong plan-
ning grounds for the granting of permis-
sions on new sites that were specifically 
not in the local plan.  

‘Any measure that is ambiguous, mislead-
ing and containing contradictory  
incentives for developers not to build out 
granted permission is, therefore, not fit for 
purpose,’ the six leaders said. ‘We would 
instead argue that, providing a planning 
authority has allocated sufficient land for 
housing and has not unreasonably with-
held planning permissions, they should be 
deemed to have met their obligations 
around land supply.’ 

Finally, with the cost of living crisis  
impacting families across the country and 
in our local area, SODC is supporting 
residents struggling to pay their bills.  
Using money from the government’s 
Household Support Fund, we are helping 
to pay for food, energy and water bills and 
other essential household costs. The funds 
are not restricted to those who receive 
benefits – anyone can be impacted by the 
spiralling cost of living. For details please 
see the SODC website 
(www.southoxon.gov.uk). See Household 
Support Fund - South Oxfordshire District 
Council. The scheme closes on 22nd 
March.  

England’s rivers are polluted with a 
‘chemical cocktail of sewage, slurry and 
plastic,’ according to the Environmental 
Audit Committee Report on Rivers, re-
leased recently. The report was a shock-
ing indictment on the state of our rivers 
and all responsible for them. Decades of 
underinvestment in our sewerage infra-
structure, the failure of government  
policy on self-monitoring and a total 
failure of environmental regulation has 
led to a state in which only 14% of Eng-
land’s rivers are in good ecological 
health, the committee of MPs found. 

The River Thames runs through South 
Oxfordshire for more than 47 miles. It is 
a joy for all of us who live here. During 
lockdown, growing numbers of us  
discovered the joys of wild swimming, 
rowing, kayaking, paddle boarding or 
just simply walking alongside the river.  

But persistent sewage discharges, 
caused by overloaded sewage outfalls 
and exacerbated by high levels of house-
building and increased precipitation, are 
impacting on water quality and wildlife, 
and causing sickness among all those  
swimming. Across Oxfordshire, sewage 
discharges have tripled in three years 
according to ORIC (Oxford Rivers  
Improvement Campaign).  

One of the key recommendations of the 
Environmental Audit committee was 
that we should have more areas of  
Bathing Water Status in our inland  
waterways, ensuring that swimmers and 
surfers have information on water  
quality throughout the bathing season 
and real-time alerts on sewage discharg-
es. Designation also gives greater  
powers to ensure upgrades to sewage 
treatment works nearby.  

Hundreds of beaches around the UK 
have Bathing Water status but only one 
stretch of river (the River Wharfe in 
Ilkley) which remains too polluted to 
bathe in. There are many stretches of the 
River Thames along its 220-mile length 
where people bathe regularly. SODC is 

working towards Bathing Water status for 
one of those, Wallingford Beach, though 
there are many challenges to overcome.  

As the District’s Thames Champion, I am 
working with the council and with neigh-
bouring local authorities to improve  
access to the river, support sustainable 
use of our ‘blue spaces’ and address the 
chronic problem of sewage and other  
pollution. As local authorities, we could 
embed river-friendly policies in our local 
and neighbourhood plans, work with  
sewage undertakers to ensure infrastruc-
ture is fit for purpose, and support ecolog-
ical restoration in our rivers.  

One way communities can get involved is 
by organising a River Clean-Up. SODC is 
supporting communities to host River 
Clean-Up Days – on Earth Day on 22nd 
April and to celebrate World Rivers Day 
on 24th September.  

More details to come, but I hope you will 
join us to enjoy a day out caring for our 
precious river. In the meantime, do take a 
look at organisations working for cleaner 
rivers, such as www.sas.org.uk or 
www.windrushwasp.org and feel free to 
get in touch if you’d like to find out more.   



Our Village 

Page 6 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

‘Nature is declining globally at rates 
unprecedented in human history – and 
the rate of species extinctions is acceler-
ating, with grave impacts on people 
around the world now likely’ – so warns 
a UN Report (IPBES Global Assessment 
Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services, 2018). A million species are 
threatened with extinction; 75% of the 
land-based environment and about 66% 
of the marine environment have been 
significantly altered by human activity: 
the statistics are alarming, all driven by 
rising demand, population growth, and 

human aspiration for a better life. ‘Most 
developed and emerging economies 
must stabilise and then reduce material 
consumption levels’ warned The Royal 
Society (2012). 

Last year, world leaders assembled at a 
UN Conference (COP 26) avowing  
action: emissions reductions commit-
ments by 153 countries, representing 
90% of global GDP; adaption plans to 
help countries already adversely affected 
by climate change; mobilisation of  
public and private finance; collaboration 
between governments, business and civil 
society to deliver on climate goals and 
protect the planet. 

In UK, the Glover Review (Landscapes 
Review: National Parks and AONBs, 
2019) examined protection of the British 
landscape and institutional restructuring 

The Health Centre is continuing to provide 
Covid vaccinations. We had two clinics in 
January and will do further clinics in both 
February and March although demand for 
vaccinations has fallen since the start of 
2022. We also continue to offer flu  
vaccinations to all eligible patients. 

As of 21st January, Sonning Common 
Health Centre patients have received a 
total 21,633 doses of Covid vaccinations 
either directly from the practice or at a 
mass vaccination site. 

So far the statistics are: 1st vaccination – 
7,324 (92% of our adult population); 2nd 
vaccination – 7,218 (90% of our adult pop-
ulation); Booster- 6,394 (80% of our 
adult population).  

SCHC have administered a total of 
15,602 vaccinations: 1st  - 5,876;  
2nd - 5,595 and Booster- 4,131 

Covid, and its effect on the NHS and 
the country, has increased FISH's car 
driver workload dramatically after 
an initial falling off as clinics and 
hospitals cancelled appointments in 
the early months of the pandemic. 
As the NHS ramps up to deal with 
its backlog, FISH receives more and 
more requests to take people to  
appointments. FISH’s 35 regular 
drivers have done wonders and pro-
vided transport for, on average, 70 car 
driving appointments a month, with  
October, November and January at over 
100.  

There is a great variety of appointments – 
some 10 minutes and some three or four 
hours; many are fairly local – to SCHC, 
local dentist, physio, or Townlands, and 
some are as far away as Oxford,  
Basingstoke or Windsor. Some drivers do 
several jobs a week and some are only 
available for one or two a month. FISH 
needs more drivers, particularly now, and 
it needn't take up much time. Driving for 
FISH is not a ‘one size fits all’ – so even if 
a driver could only take someone to a 10-
minute appointment once a quarter, it 
could free up another driver to take some-
one to Basingstoke for three hours.  

FISH also has other areas for you to flex 
your volunteering muscles - Home  
Visitors to visit those who are lonely, 
housebound or would like some company; 
its monthly Tea Parties in Sonning  
Common Village Hall (2nd Monday in the 
month) require cake bakers, sandwich 
makers and help serving teas; and FISH is 
still shopping and delivering medication 
for some clients. 

For more information contact the FISH 
Volunteer Centre (see back page for de-
tails). 

The Trustees of the Peppard War Me-
morial Hall are looking to appoint a 
caretaker. 

The person appointed would ideally be 
available to check the hall each day and 
make sure windows are shut, lights are 
all turned off and be able to report any 
problems to our maintenance manager. 
The time for carrying out this role is 
flexible and they would be joining a 
great team of people who manage the 
hall.  

For more information please contact me 
on 07934 875127 or e-mail 
clivelmills43@gmail.com. 

Thursday 2nd  June is the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 
Peppard Revels are planning to 
mark the occasion with an after-
noon of celebration on Peppard 
Common, culminating with the 
lighting of the beacon at 21.45. 
Why not come along and join in 
the fun? More details will soon 
be available on-line at 
www.peppardrevels.org.uk. 

best placed to achieve this. The Chilterns 
Conservation Board, with statutory duties 
to protect our AONB, supports Glover’s 
proposals.  

At local level, NDCC has statutory duties 
under the Nettlebed & District Commons 
(Preservation) Act to protect our  
commons. There are eight in all, of which  
Peppard and Kingwood sit entirely within 
Rotherfield Peppard. They are beautiful 
areas, managed by the Conservators with 
the aid of our volunteer work parties, 
Friends of the Commons, the Chiltern 
Society, and the Green Gym. Our current 
programme to sustain a diversified land-
scape through the creation of woodland 
glades and rides also serves to support 

biodiversity via interlinking 
natural habitat corridors. Please 
make a visit. 

See www.nettlebed-
commons.org ; enquiries 
clerk@nettlebed-commons.org 

 

Peppard Common 
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Junior Peppard News 
Welcome to the new edition of the Junior Peppard News. In this edition we are going to see what 
all of the classes at Peppard School are learning about. 

This term, Highmoor Class are learning about ancient Greeks and their gods. This leads onto the book they’re reading, Who Let the 
Gods Out by Maz Evans. It’s about when a shooting star crashes to earth, this is Virgo, and she lands in the path of a boy named 
Eliot. Virgo is a young Zodiac on a mission. But when the pair accidently release Thanatos, a death demon imprisoned beneath 
Stonehenge, they’ve got nowhere to turn to for help except for the old Olympian gods. 

I asked Islay in Year 3 about her favourite part of the book and she said, ‘When a crazy star lady fell in a cow shed in cow poo.’ 
Then I asked Ted in Year 4 about how the book made him feel and he said, ‘The book made me feel quite excited’ and both of them 
would recommend the book. 

For art, Highmoor Class are going to be making Greek masks because in ancient Greece they loved to put on performances so they 
used these masks to help perform. They have been learning about why they used these masks, what they looked like and are going 
to be making them. They are very excited and we can’t wait to see them. 

In English, Highmoor Class have been learning about Greek Myths and have been writing amazing descriptions about Medusa who 
is a lady with snakes for hair and if she looks at you, you turn to stone. Highmoor Class are also going to go on a school trip to  
Ufton Manor to learn more about the ancient Greek history. 

The children in Highmoor Class are having a great time learning all about the ancient Greeks and can’t wait to learn more about 
them. 

Masks by Sable Green and Evan Cuthbert Brown 

Since the start of this year, we have seen more and more dog poo left on the common outside the school. We use the common to play 
on at break and lunchtime. We also have PE lessons there too. Please could we ask that everyone remembers to pick up after their 
dogs so we can all enjoy the common that we share.  

Thank you, 

 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

At the moment Peppard Class are learning about fruit through a book called 
Handa’s Surprise. The book is about a little girl who brings together all different 
types of fruit, including: grapes, oranges, apples, pineapples and more. She brings 
the fruit to her friend but on the way a number of cheeky animals, such as a mon-
key, an elephant and a giraffe, steal the fruit from her basket. But just before she 
gets to her friend’s house she walks under an apricot tree and lots of apricots fall 
into her basket. It turns out that apricots are her friend’s favourite fruit! 

The children in Peppard Class have been painting fruit, like the fruit that Handa 
gathered. And they got to taste all sorts of different fruit. We asked them what they 
liked, Hunter liked the mango, Jomi likes oranges, Zander liked the apples, Teddy 
liked pineapple and Bode liked melon. What a great variety! 

In Springwood Class we have been learning about the Anglo-Saxons. Along with that we have been reading Beowulf by Michael Morpur-
go. We have all extremely enjoyed the book and can’t wait to read more! Here are some people’s thoughts on the book. “I loved it! I 
thought the description of the fight was very detailed.” 

We have explored Anglo-Saxon writing in making pottery stones with runes engraved in them. Everyone in the class was handed a block 
of clay. We have a sheet with the alphabet in runes. Then we had to carve the initials of our names into the clay. It was so much fun! We 
also wrote our names in runes on a piece of paper as well. 

Along with this we went on an awesome school trip! We went to Ufton Court where we pretended to be Anglo-Saxons for the day. My 
favourite part was when everyone acted as though they were in court. There were two people who were the head of the court and the five 
people who were being accused of doing something wrong. Then the rest were pretending to choose the punishments for the people who 
were guilty. 

We have all enjoyed this topic so far and can’t wait to continue our learning. 

Bella Greaves enjoying some mango 

Fruit by Freddie Smithers 

Emilia Ziegler 
in the stocks 

Rune Stones created 
by the Peppard News 

Junior Editors 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3.00pm term-time only 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a showround. 
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Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday and Wednesday mornings 09.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books and music 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 

This term Greys Class have been leaning about climate through looking at the question, ‘Why can’t meerkats live in the North Pole?’ 
This leads into Art, Science and the class book. They have been really enjoying this and are looking forward to learning more. 

In art, Greys Class have created some amazing art. They drew meerkats and put them on a sunny, warm background, then they drew 
penguins, polar bears and seals and put them on a snowy, cold background. They used this to discuss warm colours and cold colours 
and used them to create a painting of a sunset. The art looks awesome and they tried really hard to make it. Holly and Grace Hillier 
said, ‘It was really fun and we really enjoyed drawing it.’ 

In science, Greys Class have been learning about different climates and environments. They have been doing this because they are 
trying to find out why meerkats can’t live in the North Pole. They were looking at the climate the meerkats live in and how different that 
is from the North Pole.  

This term Greys Class have been reading Meerkat Mail. They have been really enjoying the book and wish there was more of it. Holly 
and Grace Hillier said it was ‘the best book in the whole world.’ 

Emmie Catlin, Elle Heath and Max Owens 
with a Meercat 

Cold Climate by Greys Class Hot Climate by Greys Class 

Sunset by Max Owens 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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In December, two benches were installed 
in memory of Robin Howles, our long 
serving Secretary who died suddenly last 
year. One is in Spring Wood near where 
he lived. On this occasion we were joined 
by volunteers from Johnson Matthey who 
were doing one of their voluntary sessions 
with us. 

The second bench built by the staff at 
Greys Court is on the edge of the estate 
down near the entrance to Pissen Wood. 
Both this site and Spring Wood were ones 
where Robin enjoyed working regularly. 
On both occasions, after the completion 
of the work, we were delighted to be 
joined by members of Robin’s family for 
a drink. 

The Green Gym continues to flourish and 
we have been joined in the last year by 
several new members but we’d like to see 
more. Don’t forget that regular exercise 
makes it less likely you are going to be-
come incapacitated in later life! Phone our 
secretary om 0118 942 4228 or visit our 
website 
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk  

The library is back to its normal, 
pre-Covid hours – but I’m afraid 
we’re not back to our normal level 
of visitors. If you’re working from 

home and tired of your own company, 
why not pop in for a chat and a browse? 
We’d love to see you!  

We have children’s Storytimes every 
Saturday morning at 10.00. Look out 
for notices, or ask in the library for 
dates of our Saturday 
morning cake sales and 
special craft sessions for 
under 10s. There is likely 
to be one for Mothering 
Sunday, and one around 
Easter. 

We have Rhymetimes for 
pre-schoolers on the 1st and 
3rd Mondays of the month, 
from 11.00-11.30. 

Contact us if you’re having 
problems with 
smartphones/tablets/
laptops – we have volunteers who can 
help you. 

More clubs and activities will be organ-
ised as we progress out of Covid  
restrictions. 

We are delighted to see the return of On 
Your Bike, after having to take a break 
during the pandemic. When? Sunday 3rd 
April at 10.00-10.30 from Sonning  
Common Primary School. 

On Your Bike is a feel-good family cycle 
ride along local leafy lanes. It is open to 
everyone, regardless of age or ability, as 
it’s a ride, not a race! How far? You 
choose: 6, 12 or 20 miles. There is also a 
supervised playground cycle for young-
sters who are still a bit wobbly on their 
wheels. Entry fees are shared between 
Sonning Common Primary School PTA 
and chosen local charities. 

The idea to create an enjoyable ride, 
which whole families could achieve, came 
about in 2006. The ambition was not only 
to explore the local countryside and have 
fun, but to promote the benefits of healthy 
activity and positive fitness. 

We are always in need, and grateful for, 
volunteers to assist with marshalling the 
route, it is just a couple of hours and re-
freshments are provided, if you can help, 
please email: oyb@sonning-
common.oxon.sch.uk  

Registration is open from 1st February 
2022 See 
www.onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk. 

Spring is here and the Health Walks 
provide a good opportunity to get out 
into the countryside to enjoy nature 

coming back to life. Meeting places 
for the start of the walks will 
change at Easter: the up-to-date 
timetable is always available on the 
website at www.sonningcommon 
healthwalks.co.uk/timetable. To 
talk to someone about any aspect of 
the Health Walks phone Chris 
Brook on 0118 924 2515 

Participants of a previous On Your Bike 

Benches in 
memory of 

Robin 
Howles at 

Greys Court 
(left) and 

Spring Wood 
(below) 
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Last term we managed to sing every 
Thursday until mid-December when 
Covid common sense kicked in. The  
result was that we only cancelled one 
singing session. We did manage to 
squeeze in a joyous concert which includ-
ed ‘new ones, old ones and forgotten 
ones’ plus traditional Christmas Carols 
for the Peppard Women’s Institute.  

Along the way, we sold 1000 Harmony 
Christmas Cards to swell our funds and, if 
you were lucky, you will have received 
one from our friends. We were also great-
ly helped by Waitrose with a substantial 
grant which means that Harmony has a 
future and is truly sustainable for our  
local community. We are getting stronger 
and stronger with over 70 enthusiastic 
people signed up to  ‘having fun and  
enjoyment and going home happy’.  

We resumed singing again on 3rd Febru-
ary, and our first event will be our post-
poned Christmas Party on 17th February. 
We are still debating whether we shall be 
celebrating last Christmas 2021 or look-
ing forward to Christmas 2022. Vince 
Hill, who has not been well, has said he 
will attend; we are totally excited at the 
prospect of impressing him with our  
rendition of Edelweiss. Now that really 
will be The Sound of Music! 

We are planning the new term and are 
already booked for summer and  
Christmas gigs but that’s show biz. Also, 
I have a real desire to put on a concert for 
our local villages as you all deserve to see 
us in action. And the action could include 
you every Thursday afternoon from 13.15 

Well - the Christmas decorations are 
down and I am sure that those who used 
the hall for Christmas/Birthday/
Anniversary parties over the period will 
now have some great memories. Thank 
you for using your community hall. 

A number of organisations using the hall 
had to stop due to the Omicron variant 
but the good news is that, from the be-
ginning of February, they all returned. 
For example: the Harmony Community 
Choir re-commenced on 3rd February so 
if you are interested in singing, the invi-
tation is there for you on a Thursday 
afternoon at 13.15. The Revels film 
nights will be resuming and the Peppard 
Unplugged folk evenings will be on the 
first Saturday in the month together with 
the Chiltern Players having their produc-
tion in March. For further details please 
visit our website (www.peppard 
warmemorial-
hall.chessck. co.uk). 
In addition we current-
ly have seventeen oth-
er regular users, so 
there is something for  
everyone. 

We are continuing 
with our programme 
of improvements to 
your hall, with our 
thoughts now on 
providing a separate 
cloakroom for the use 
of those using the 
Club Room  
independently of the 
main hall. 

We are most grateful  
for the work that the 
Green Gym under-
takes at your hall. 

For further infor-
mation please see our 
website. 

What’s circular with a pub in the 

middle and at each end? 

This 6 miles, 2½-3 hours, Chiltern 

Walk 

Start at the Red Lion, go West along the 
Common, just before it goes downhill, 
take a right onto a little steep path, at the 
bottom take the bridleway on the right.  
(2) Stay in the bottom of the valley, great 
beech woods and bluebells, disgusting 
green fence (sometimes property is theft!)  

At the end wiggle right past a fence, com-
ing out onto the road, (3) turn left, after 
200 yards at the speed sign take a path on 
the right over a drainage ditch up through 
a glorious wild garlic wood. 

(4) At the top, either go to the Rising Sun 
on the right for lunch, or, to carry on, go 
left and immediately right on a track to 
find a footpath on the right, marked to 
Highmoor. Follow this across open fields 
to a lane, (5) go straight around the back 
of Old Barn, turn right to the B481. 

Cross the road, go left along a lane turn-
ing right just after the Nettlebed Estate 
Office. Follow this bridleway past a pond 
(6) then turn left. Come out into classic 
country estate, go straight ahead crossing 
the lovely driveway then around a sunken 
copse to your left and down into a beech 
wood. (7) After 500 yards take a right 

uphill to Rocky 
Lane. 

On Rocky Lane 
turn left then 30 
yards right, past 
orchards in a  
secret valley to 
Lands End, (8) 
turn left then 
right’ish through a 
wood. Arriving at 
Greys Green turn 
sharp right at a 
five bar gate, over 
two roads into the 
golf course, turn 
right, (9) all the 
way back to the 
start. 

 

My Favourite Walk 

This map contains  
Ordnance Survey 

data 
 © Crown copyright 
and database right 

2015 

Our Village cont’d 
at Peppard War Memorial Hall finishing 
with our tea party. 

No audition required and all are wel-
come. If you are in any doubts please 
ring Barry Wood on 01491 629982 for a 
persuasive chat. 

Keep on Singing. 



Clubs and Societies 
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Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-
fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 
others who may wish to apply, please call: 

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245) 

PIANO LESSONS 

From an Experienced Tutor 

Ex-Concert Pianist 

 

 

 

 Call ANNA 
07568 377731 

Peppard Revels Film Club will be show-
ing their next film The Grand Budapest 
Hotel starring Ralph Fiennes, F Murray 
Abraham, Edward Norton, Saoirse Ro-
nan, Tom Wilkinson, Tilda Swinson on 
Friday 18th February. 

‘Gustav is the concierge of the Grand 
Hotel in the fictitious European Republic 
of Zubrowka where he provides 
‘exceptional services’ to ageing women. 
One of these ladies dies and bequeaths a 
valuable painting to Gustav, infuriating 
his family who try to prevent him taking 
it…..’ 

£15 for supper in a bowl, a glass of 
Laithwaite’s wine and the film plus  
Licensed Bar 

We still have some tickets remaining, so 
please contact Linda Collison now: email: 
lindacollison1@aol.com or telephone: 
01491 628492. Payment must be made in 
advance by bank transfer to the Revels 
bank account: Linda will give full details. 
Please do not make a payment until your 
reservation is confirmed.  

We look forward to welcoming you back. 

Come and join us! Lunch is served on the 
third Wednesday of each month in  
Peppard War Memorial Hall (see the  
Peppard News Diary). Don’t be lonely, 
come and meet old friends and make new 
ones. For just £7 anyone 70+ is welcome; 
just give me a call on 01491 628780. 

It is unbelievable to think that last March 
all tennis courts in the UK had to close 
due to Covid. Tennis is a naturally social-
ly distanced sport, it is safe to play and 
gives people of all ages the opportunity to 
exercise with friends or relatives, but for-
tunately we were not closed for too long. 

As is often said, exercise is important for 
people’s physical and mental health and I 
am pleased to say that since last May 
many more local families have joined the 
club. Our new season starts in April and it 
is likely that our annual subscription for a 
household will still be just £40. 

What we don’t have: a clubhouse or pavil-
ion, kitchen or toilets, competitions or 
coaching, court booking system or flood-

On the 28th March, Wyfold Riding for 
the Disabled will celebrate its 52nd 
Birthday. The last two years have been 
most challenging but we are still here 
and thriving thanks to the support of 
local people and especially our wonder-
ful band of volunteers, riders, drivers 
and their families. At this time two years 
ago, when we had to close our gates, we 
didn’t know if we would ever open 
again or be able to afford even to feed 
our ponies. We are now busier than ever 
and even have a waiting list for places. 

Fortunately, we have been able to find 
one new pony to add to our team. She is 
called Darcy and is a sweet, heavy-
weight cob mare. She is 14.3 hands and 
nine years old. She is black with three 
white feet and a white face and is  
settling in well to life at Wyfold. She 
has been bought especially to be a 
weight carrier. 

In December we held our traditional 
Christmas Fayre: the first one since 
2019 as the pandemic and icy weather 
had scuppered the last two. We were so 
lucky to have the most amazing sunny 

day (although very cold) and had a really 
good turnout. We raised the record sum of 
£2,207. Father Christmas arrived on a 
tractor pulled by (human) reindeer and 
spent a happy afternoon in his specially 
prepared Ice Grotto. Vicky Thornley, the 
Olympic Medallist, opened the Fayre: she 
has been a volunteer at Wyfold for a num-
ber of years and, before she took up row-
ing, was a showjumper. 

In the coming months we are hoping to go 
ahead with a Fun Day on Saturday 7th May 
where we shall be holding our very popu-
lar Plant Sale together with a barbecue and 
stalls and hopefully some displays and 
demonstrations of the work we do. Plans 
still in the making but please get your 
seedlings and cuttings in now ready for 
the plant stall. 

lights. Fortunately there are other local 
clubs that can offer all of these. 

What we do have: two excellent quality 
hard courts in a lovely rural setting, a 
casual and informal environment, the 
ability to turn up and play any time if 
the courts are free, an opportunity to 
give tennis a try with your friends or 
family and finally, no financial obstacle 
due to low annual fees 

Where are we?: located at the entrance 
of Bishopswood Sports Ground, on 
Horseponds Road between Peppard and 
Gallowstree Common. 

Interested? Have never played tennis? 
Then to find out more about our club 
please visit our website at 
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org 
or e-mail  
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org 

Big Joe in the snow 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

These are now available at Peppard  
Tennis Club. Plus, free Wi-Fi will soon be 
available too! 

Over the upcoming Easter holidays, Teach 
Me Tennis will be running their usual 
Tennis Camps for children from the age of 
four, but there is now the opportunity for 
children to stay for longer with their  
Extended Camps running 09.00-12.00.  

The three main camp options available are 
09.00-10.30, 11.00-12.30 and 09.00-
12.30. The structure will remain the same 
with the main ethos based on children 
actually learning to play tennis with great 
ratios in small groups of six children per 
coach. Full details and dates can be found 
on the team’s website: 
www.teachmetennis.co.uk/junior-
coaching/holiday-camps. 

For adults, we continue to have our Club 
Nights running on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings which have been strongly attend-
ed throughout the winter months on the 
four floodlit courts which is always great 
to see. Members are also welcome to play 
using the on-line booking system, on any 
days and evenings, subject to availability, 
and can use the lights by purchasing  
tokens from any of our coaches. 

If you have any questions about becoming 
a member at the club please check out our 
website: www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk. 

For our first meeting of the year,  
Geraint Thomas took us down memory 
lane when he came and gave us an enthu-
siastic and engaging talk on the life of 
Richard Burton. On 9th February, Barbara 
Carr gave a talk entitled ‘Education, Edu-
cation’. Looking forwards, we will have 
our annual meeting on 9th March.  

Our meetings take place on the second 
Wednesday of the month at Peppard War 
Memorial Hall from 14.00. Visitors are 
most welcome.  

We are in the midst of building up for 
an exciting campaign with the 1st XI 
making their debut in Division 4a of the 
Thames Valley League. 

The 2nd and 3rd XIs will continue to 
play in the Berkshire League, while the 
two Sunday sides – the Unicorns (based 
at Peppard) and the Maharajahs (Stoke 
Row) – both have more than 20 fixtures 
apiece already in the calendar, running 
from April through to mid-September. 

Junior fixtures range from U9s to U19s, 
including girls, while training is offered 
to U5-U8s on Sunday mornings 
throughout the first half of the summer. 

Indoor nets have been running at club 
sponsor, The Oratory School, since 
January and continue until the start of 
April (U14 to adults from 12.30-14.00, 
U10-11 from 14.00-1500, and U12-13 
from 15.00-16.00). 

Any new players are welcome, with 

The club concluded 2021 on a high note 
with the Annual Dinner and Awards even-
ing. The main awards, as voted by club 
members, were: Players’ Player - Mike 
Bowker; Clubman of the Year - John 
Curley; Most Improved Player – three-
way split between Ian Beale, Dominic 
Scott and Ron Schrieber. 

The New Year got off to an excellent start 
with several new members joining and 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THE JOBS 
AROUND YOUR HOME 

 
 

MR F1X-IT  - Handyman / Property Services 
 

Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273, 
or call evenings 0118 972 3004 
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com 

for a free quote and call out 
www.mrf1xit.co.uk 

In the Reading League, the A team have 
moved up to third place in Division 1, 
Jason Roberts recently starring with a hat 
trick as they beat their B Team colleagues 
7-3. The B Team remain in mid-table, 
while the C Team have recently dropped 
into the relegation zone although they still 
hope to avoid the drop. Danny Dockree 
starred for the D Team as they beat Tid-
marsh B 6-4 to maintain their position in 
the top half of Division 2. The E Team are 
finding the going tough in Division 3, 
while the F Team were shocked to hear of 
the recent tragic death of team mate  
Marko Madzar. Despite this, they remain 
in the hunt for a top two place in Division 
4, but are currently mid-table. 

Practice sessions for over 55's take place 
each Friday morning while general prac-
tise sessions are held on Friday afternoons 
(14.00-15.00). Interested? Contact me at 
n.maltby587@btinternet.com or phone 
07857 670024. 

club membership now exceeding 40. 

From April, the club will be participat-
ing in the inaugural Oxfordshire Walk-
ing Football League run under the  
auspices of the Oxfordshire FA. This 
will be a series of monthly 'round robin' 
matches against the other participating 
clubs from across the county. Plans are 
also under way for participation in a 
number of tournaments later in the year.  

The main focus continues to be our  
sessions on Tuesdays at Highdown 
School, Emmer Green at 16.45 and on 
Thursdays at Bishopswood Sports 
Ground at 10.00. We hope soon to move 
the Highdown session back to Mondays 
following repair work to the pitches.  

New members are always most  
welcome. Do feel free to come along 
and watch and have a chat or, for further 
information, please contact Ian Massey 
at ian.massey28@gmail.com 

 

outdoor nets taking over at the same ven-
ue every Tuesday night from mid-April 
(18.30 onwards). 

For more information, please visit the club 
website: www.peppardstokerow. play-
cricket.com 



Our Churches 
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This year Ash Wednesday is on 2nd March 
– there is no service at All Saints’ but all 
are welcome to the service at Christ the 
King at 19.30, which is a Eucharist with 
ashing. 

Lent is certainly a solemn period in the 
Christian calendar, when we are invited to 
give something up as a sign of penitence, 
but it’s also perhaps a time to take up 
something new. With that in mind, we are 
running two Lent study groups this year, 
one on Monday evenings and the other on 
Thursday afternoons, both of which will 
be following Archbishop Justin’s Lent 
Book for 2022: Embracing Justice by 
Isabelle Hamley. Contact me for details – 
all are welcome. 

Important dates are two benefice services 
in Holy Week – Maundy Thursday: a ben-
efice service at St John the Baptist at 
19.30, and Good Friday: also a benefice 
service at St John’s at 14.00. At All 
Saints’, we shall be celebrating Easter 
Day with a 10.30 Sung Eucharist, fol-
lowed by Choral Evensong at 18.30. 

After Easter, Bishop Gavin of Dorchester 
is coming to All Saints’ for a service of 
Confirmation on Tuesday 3rd May.  Also 
in May we’ll be celebrating Ascension 
Day (Thursday 26th May) with a service at 
All Saints’ at 19.30. 

A special word of thanks and appreciation 
to Sheila Walker who has served as  
Associate Priest in the Benefice since 
2017.  She is retiring and moving back to 
the West Country. In her five years here, 
she has made a huge impact on the life of 
All Saints’ and the other two churches in 
the Benefice. She will be much missed, 
and we wish her and her husband, Tim, 
every blessing for the next stage of their 
journey! 

God bless,  

Christmas is but a memory but we can 
report that our traditional service of  
Lessons and Carols on Christmas morn-
ing was very successful with a high 
standard of music. Carols on the  
Common on Christmas Eve attracted 
many participants. It is hoped this event 
can be repeated in future. 

We celebrated the New Year and Epiph-
any with Choral Evensong featuring an 
augmented choir. Soloists were Rebecca 
Bell and Rev. James Stickings. 

Because of the uncertainty around the 
Covid situation, it was decided to can-
cel/postpone this year’s joint ecumenical 
service that was due to take place in 
January during the week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. 

On Easter Sunday, 17th April, there will 
be a service at 10.30 and Choral Even-
song at 18.30. Chorister friends will join 
our choir – the anthem will be He is 
Risen by Percy Whitlock.  We would be 
delighted if you could join us. 

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
will take place on Sunday 24th April, 
following the morning service and will 
conclude with a light parish lunch. 

Preparations are in hand for the appoint-
ment of a House for Duty Priest, as the 
Reverend Sheila Walker retires at the 
end of May. There will a special service 
at All Saints’ on 29th May followed by a 
farewell celebration at Peppard War 
Memorial Hall. 

Peppard Revels and All Saints’ Church 
choir will take part in the lighting of the 
beacon on the Common on Thursday, 
2nd June at 21.45.  This will start the 
celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee.  Sunday 5th June is also Pente-
cost (Whit Sunday) please see our web-
site for details of services. 

We are always pleased to welcome you to 
any of our services.  Refreshments are, 
once again, being served after the morn-
ing service for newcomers to meet others. 

With our Blessings to you all,  

The clock at All Saints’ Church was prob-
ably installed when the tower was added 
in 1908.  It is typical of robust 19th century 
engineering and is driven by two heavy 
weights that have to be re-wound every 
week. Generations of loyal clockwinders 
have kept it going, the most recent being 
Dan Seymour and Peter Taylor, who have 
also made the periodic adjustments to 
keep the time accurate and to manage the 
spring and autumn hour changes. About 
15 years ago, the PCC decided that this 
was an unreasonable task for ageing 
church members and installed automatic 
winding gear and a regulator that com-
pares church time with a crystal clock 
[similar to that in every £5 wristwatch] 
and make a small adjustment every hour. 

Unfortunately, the regulator failed and had 
to be replaced last August. Almost imme-
diately the clock became erratic and the 
clockmakers, Smiths of Derby, came to 
investigate. It appeared that the detector 
that registers church time each hour had 
been invaded by a swarm of flies. Our 
local pest control expert eradicated the 
flies but the problem returned at least 
twice with different kinds of insects, the 
most recent being very small mites that 
are barely visible to the naked eye. In  
order to avoid great embarrassment at the 
two minutes silence on Remembrance 
Sunday, the clock was stopped and  
remains at 12.00. Smiths have recognised 
that there is a technical problem with the 
unit and are busy trying to develop a new 
device that will be immune to insects. We 
hope that this will not be long delayed. In 
the meantime, perhaps there is a village 
poet to follow in the footsteps of Herbert, 
Gray, Brooke or Betjeman and compose a 
suitable ode to our beautiful church and its 
errant clock. 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
 e-mail: revjstickings@gmail.com 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0118 972 4861 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Barbara Langdale 0118 972 1249 www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

All Saints’ 
Church of England 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 
Parish Office:  0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Despite the surge in Covid infections       
during December, we were able to  
celebrate Christmas as a parish communi-
ty and welcome a few visitors. Attendance 
was limited to ensure social distancing 
while doors and windows were opened 
wide. Fortunately the weather was very 
mild. We were fortunate to have Fr Jiji, an 
Indian priest, from Campion Hall in  
Oxford to celebrate our Christmas morn-
ing Mass.  

Gifts left under the Advent tree were dis-
tributed to the sick and housebound of the 
parish with the remainder being given to 
CIRDIC along with cash donations. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
fell in January, but due to high Covid  
infection rates, it was decided to postpone 

the service until later in the year where 
all local Christians come together to 
pray for the unity Jesus desired. 

The first Catholic church in Sonning 
Common was erected in 1947 meaning 
2022 is the 75th anniversary of that 
event. During this year a brief outline of 
the parish’s history will be given, though 
compared to other churches in the area 
we are relatively new. 

Before 1947, Sonning Common and the 
surrounding country areas were part of 
the parish of Our Lady and St Anne in 
Caversham. To attend Mass, Catholic 
families living in these areas had to 
make the journey to Caversham or  
Henley when very few people had cars. 
In addition, the Caversham parish also 
served the spiritual needs of the Catholic 
staff and patients at both the TB sanato-
rium and Borocourt Hospital in Peppard. 
The parish priest at Caversham, 

Fr Michael Williams, would make a 
weekly bus journey to celebrate Mass at 
Borocourt Hospital. En route to 
Borocourt, the bus stopped alongside an 
area of ground, just before ascending the 
hill to Peppard, where animals grazed and 
was owned by Josey, the Coal Merchant. 
Fr Williams thought this would be an  
ideal place to build a church. The ground 
was purchased in 1946 by which time  
Fr Williams was joined by a curate  
Fr William Ford. It was Fr Ford who took 
on the responsibility of establishing a 
church in Sonning Common as well as 
becoming chaplain to the two hospitals.  
Fr Ford was himself a TB sufferer. 

More of the story will follow next time 
but if you want to know what is going on 
today check the weekly newsletter on our 
website. 

There is something going on every day at 
Springwater at the moment! Mondays – 
Compassionate Loaf, a great opportunity 
to come and learn how to bake delicious 
bread; Tuesdays – our women’s Aspire 
group; Wednesdays, the busy Ark Parent 
and Toddler Group; Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays the Spring Café and 
on Fridays a bereavement course. Then of 
course our Sunday gathering at 10.30 to 
which all are welcome.  

Christmas was a fun time here too. We 
loved hosting a Christmas craft fair and 
were very happy to be able to have our 
Carols by Candlelight outside in the cold 

rain! But it was great to be able to sing 
carols outside together. 

We are still running the Foodbank with 
the help of volunteers from many other 
churches and are so grateful to Christ 
the King for allowing us the use of their 
building. Sadly we have seen an  
increase in need over the past few 
months and are very grateful for all the 
donations. 

Please come and visit – any of the 
events each week or on a Sunday – 
you’d be most welcome! 

 

On Friday, 4th March, at 18.30 at All 
Saints’ Church, there will be a one hour 
service prepared by the women of  
England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
(Scotland prepares its own service)  
followed by a light supper. This is a 
chance to celebrate all that is good about 
our countries as we emerge from winter 
into spring. 

Everyone is welcome. Should you need 
further information or transport to the 
event, please ring 0118 972 2741. We 
look forward to seeing you there, unless 
Covid restrictions are in force. 
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Peppard Diary 

 

Sunday Services at Springwater 
(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 

Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

MARCH Thu 14 Maundy Thu/St John the Baptist/19:30 

Tue 1 Greys Ct/Woodland Walk/03442491895/10:00 Fri 15 Good Friday/St John the Baptist/14:00 

Wed 2 Ash Wed/Christ the King/Eucharist/19:30 Sun 17 Easter/All Saints’/10:30 and 18:30 

Fri 4 World Day of Prayer/All Saints’/18:30 Mon 18 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

Sat 5 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19:30 Wed 20 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491681780/12:00 

Mon 7 RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19:00   Greenshoots at SC WI Coffee Morning 

Tue 8 CE Hort Soc/Clematis Talk/PWMH/19:30 Sat 23 Greenshoots/Beanpole Event/Caversham Ct Gdns 

Wed 9 WI/Annual Mtg/PWMH/14:00 Mon 25 Peppard Primary School/Term Starts 

Mon 14 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18:30 Sat 30 Greenshoots/Manor Farm/open 09:30-15:00 

Tue 15 Greenshoots/Manor Farm/Bags2School sale MAY 

Wed  16 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491681780/12:00 Tue 3 All Saints’ Service of Confirmation 

  Greenshoots at SC WI Coffee Morning Sat 7 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19:30 

Sat 19 Nuffield Place/Vol Day/01491641224/10:00   WRDA Fun Day/Plant Sale 

Mon 21 Greys Ct/Vol Day/01491628529/10:00-15:00   Greenshoots/Manor Farm/open 09:30-15:00 

Tue 29 Greys Ct/Woodland Walk/03442491895/10:00 Wed 11 WI/Reflexology demo/PWMH/14:00 

Wed 30 Nuffield Place opens/10:00 Sat 14 RPPC Annual Parish Mtg/Sports Pavilion/10:00 

APRIL   Greenshoots/Manor Farm/open 09:30-15:00 

Sat 2 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19:30 Mon 16 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

  SC Choral Soc/Rdg Concert Hall/19:30 Wed 18 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491681780/12:00 

Sun 3 On Your Bike/SC Primary School/10:00 Sat 21 Greenshoots/Manor Farm/open 09:30-15:00 

Fri 8 Peppard Primary School/Term ends   CE Hort Soc/Hatfield Hse/09:00-18:00 

Sat 9 CE Hort Soc/Spring Show/SC Vill Hall/14:00 Tue 24 Greys Ct/Woodland Walk/03442491895/10:00 

Mon 11 RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19:00 Thu 26 Ascension Day/All Saints’/19:30 

Tue 12 CE Hort Soc/Hse Plants/PWMH/19:30 Fri 27 Peppard Primary School/Half term starts 

Wed 13 WI/Guernica talk/PWMH/14:00 Sat 28 Greenshoots/Manor Farm/open 09:30-15:00 

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-12.00) office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 

Thursday, 2nd June – Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, Peppard Common www.peppardrevels.org.uk 

Full details of all these events can be found on the website: 

 www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events   

 

Please check the All Saints’ website for up to date information on services: www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

Due to space constraints there were some omissions from this edition of Peppard News. To view these please see: 
www.peppardnews.co.uk Pages17 & 18 



Omissions 

 

ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET SET FORECAST BUDGET SET

CASH INFLOW / OUTFLOW 2021/22 2021/22 2022/23

ACTUALS, BUDGET & FORECASTS £ £ £

CASH AT BANK - 1 APRIL 37,835 37,835 47,204

RECEIPTS Precept 41,000 41,000 41,000

Other Income 1,000 11,232 3,500

42,000 52,232 44,500

PAYMENTS Payroll -18,000 -17,538 -18,000

Councillor & Clerk Expenses -950 -990 -1,000

Admin & IT -800 -886 -900

Village upkeep -1,650 -2,277 -2,300

Carlings Orchard -2,000 -2,037 -2,000

Insurance -1,100 -1,082 -1,100

Subscriptions -700 -450 -700

Donations & Grants -11,000 -11,000 -11,000

Pavillion Maintenance -500 -500 -500

Legal and Professional -1,100 -1,138 -1,100

Hire of Hall - PSRCC -1,070 -1,062 -1,070

Unbudgeted 0 -2,536 -

Other 0 0 -

Loan Repayments -3,928 -3,928 -3,928

Website - Development/ Maintenance -500 -620 -700

-43,298 -46,046 -44,298

CASH BALANCE - PRE PROJECT 36,537 44,022 47,406

CASH INFLOW / OUTFLOW - PROJECT 3,182 3,182

CASH AT BANK - 31 MARCH 39,719 47,204 47,406
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The Society will perform their 70th Anni-
versary Spring Concert at 19.30 on Sat-
urday 2nd April at the Concert Hall in 
Reading: Faure - Requiem Debussy - La 
Mer, Nielsen - Helios Overture. The 
South Chiltern Choral Society, Parenthe-
sis, Reading Symphony Orchestra - tick-
ets available from 
www.whatsonreading.com For more 
information about the choir and concerts 
please visit our website: 
www.southchilternchoralsociety. 
org.uk 

The Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society 
programme for this Spring begins on 
Tuesday 8th March with a talk ‘Clematis’ 
by Marcel Floyd (Floyds Climbers) at 
19.30 in the Peppard War Memorial Hall. 

Then on Saturday 9th April 14.00-16.00 in 
Sonning Common Village Hall we will 
have our Spring Show. On Tuesday 12th 
April at 19.30 in Peppard War Memorial 
Hall there will be a talk  ‘House Plant 
Propagation: Talk and Demonstration’ by 
Pamela Holt 

Our membership is £8pa - new members 
welcome. All talks free to Members /
Talks cost £2.00 for non-members. For 
more information see www.cehs.co.uk. 

Do you have eight hours a week to spare 
for the next two years or more and are 
looking for a satisfying and stimulating 
volunteer role in your local community? 
If you have good listening and interper-
sonal skills, a willingness to learn and are 
confident with computers this may be for 
you. The Citizens Advice Bureau will 
provide full training. Clients present diffi-
culties with debt, benefits, employment 
and housing. As an adviser you would 
have the satisfaction of making a real 
difference to people's lives.  

Omissions, cont’d 
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