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Remember—we’re on-line too! 

There have been rumours circulating but 
now we can confirm that - Yes, we have 
bought the Red Lion from Brakspears.  

Leading the project are our two sons Tom 
and Will and their lifelong friend James. 
They’re a good team, James knows about 
pubs; born in The Miller of Mansfield, 
Goring, and today having a pub in Barnes.  
Will has his Loose Cannon Brewery in 
Abingdon, which is handy, and Tom’s 15 
years in the wine trade were preceded by a 
good few years in hospitality.  

Barbara and I know strictly nothing about 
running pubs, we just believe they must 
be saved. We were part of the team that 
went to court to get the Unicorn re-
opened. ‘The Pub is the Hub!’ was our 
cry.  

Dark, empty pubs are such a depressing 
sight. Bright, open pubs are a joy even 
just to drive by. So this time we went a 
more direct route to make sure the village 
we’ve lived in for more than 40 years 

doesn’t lose another historic 
pub. 

But, no illusions, pubs are a 
struggle these days. When we 
excitedly told friends in the 
drinks trade that we’d bought 
a pub their response was a 
mystified ‘Why?’. 

But it is exciting: possibly the 
forced isolation in recent 
months has brought home to 
us, even more, the desirability 
of having somewhere warm, 
bright and above all friendly 
where we can gather together 
again.  

The boys’ plan is for a regular 
village pub, with food, 
 initially just pizza - good 
pizza, (James also runs a posh 
pizza company). There’ll be 
‘events’ happening…don’t 
ask me what …  and coffee 

on the go all day. That’s the 
plan anyway. Optimistic? Well, 
the boys are giving it their best 
shot, and we’re helping.  

So why is it not open yet? Well, 
for starters it needs new sewers, 
new plumbing, new electrics, 
and you know what it’s like 
getting hold of tradesmen and 
equipment just now. Hence, we 
can’t yet give an opening date. 
But one will come... we can at 
least promise that. Whenever it 
is, we hope to see you all there. 

Until then you can follow us for 
updates @theredlionpeppard on 
Instagram. 

Lady Santa by Maisey Neave-Tubb 

Photo courtesy of Angela Davison 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 
www.peppardprimary.co.uk 
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At start of term we were delighted to be 
able to begin organising school trips 
again. As part of their current topic on 
transport, Greys Class went to Brooklands 
Museum to see vehicles from past and 
present including Concorde. 

Highmoor Class went to Hill End  
Education Centre in Farmoor to take part 
in a Stone Age workshop experiencing life 
in a Neolithic roundhouse. They cooked 
bread on an open fire and made their own 
spears. Over the following weeks the  
children made their own pots, necklaces, 
brooches and axes and put together their 
very own ‘museum’ in school for all the 
other children to visit. The products they 
made looked very authentic and the  
children were very knowledgeable when 
telling their schoolfriends the history  
behind the artefacts. 

Peppard Class took a minibus trip to  
Oxford Natural History Museum to  
further their ever-growing knowledge and 
enthusiasm for dinosaurs. 

Springwood Class was very lucky to have 
a visit from a local artist, Ali Cotton, who 
gave them a wonderful art workshop. 

We had a very successful Open Morning 
with lots of prospective parents looking 
around and enjoying the homemade fare 
provided by FOPS. If anyone missed the 
Open Morning and would like to visit the 
school, please do call the school office to 
arrange a date.  Closing date for applica-
tions is 15th January 2022. 

All the classes have enjoyed their own 
Design & Technology day – some built 
cars, some made pop up cards and others 
spent the day making food and baking. 

Rehearsals for the Key Stage 1 Nativity 
will begin soon in preparation for the play 
which will be held on Tuesday 7th Decem-
ber in school.  Christmas lunch for all is 
the following week and we are very much 
hoping that Father Christmas will pay us a 
visit. 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 149 years. 
01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

As another new school year began it was 
great to welcome old and new. In  
October, the FOPS (Friends of Peppard 
School) AGM was held at the Rising 
Sun in Highmoor; it was a fabulous 
evening where everyone was keen to get 
back to a level of normality and had 
some great ideas for kick-starting the 
year’s fundraising and re-building our 
community.  

After a splendid three years, Antonia 
Waite stepped down as Chair and I re-
placed her, Cath Jones and Peter Moose 
continue in their valued roles as Treasur-
er and Secretary and this year I am lucky 
enough to be supported by the wonder-
ful Ingrid Johnston as Co-Chair. 

We have a number of events before 
Christmas, our first was a sponsored 
moonlight walk on the 4th November.  

It was great to see how helpful and  
creative the children were over half term 
with the fund'raisn' challenge. We will 
be holding the much-loved Movie 
Nights albeit with a new twist - popcorn 
and pjs!  

Later in November our Christmas  
shenanigans begin with our stall at  
Henley late shopping evening on Friday 
26th November, the Christmas Fayre, 
and lots more. 

We will be excited about updating you 
in the next issue about what great fun 
we've had and how well the much-
needed fundraising is going for our  
precious school. 

Schools are social places and educating 
our students in how to behave towards 
each other is such an important part of our 
‘mission’. Therefore, I was delighted to 
sign Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge’s agree-
ment to become a Duke of Edinburgh 
Award school. Students who embark on it 
will volunteer, learn new skills, perform 
physical activities and complete an  
expedition. We can’t wait to get going! 

During the last term I was fortunate 
enough to have a meeting with our local 
MP, John Howell, when he came to visit 
us. We were able to discuss a number of 
topics including some issues we are  
working pro-actively with Thames Valley 
Police and also how the government could 
support schools to operate in a greener and 
more sustainable manner. Mr Howell also 
met some Year 7 students who held a 
Q&A session asking him about his varied 
career, his work as a Member of Parlia-
ment and how the government makes laws 
and how it functions. He finished his visit 
with a tour of the school, and I was so 
pleased that he reported that the school 
had been ‘transformed’ from his previous 
visit four years earlier. 

I also invited our local primary head 
teachers for a coffee and tour just before 
half term. We were delighted to welcome 
representatives from six local schools. I 
thought it would be a great idea to get 
their thoughts on how our school is being 
viewed by local parents and teachers so 
that we can understand how to move for-
wards and satisfy the demands of our 
catchment area parents. 

Who knows what the next few months will 
bring but, since September, it has been so 
much better to run the school in more  
normal circumstances and I know that our 
students and staff have shared these feel-
ings of positivity. 

Editors’ Note: an article about Highmoor 
Nursery School with accompanying pho-
tographs is featured in our on-line version 
(Page 17) 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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Both Georgie and Hettie Walker attended 
Queen Anne's School in Caversham 
where Georgie, aged 18, took English 
Literature, Geography and Psychology at 
A level gaining two A** and an A while 
Hettie, aged 16, gained high grades in all 
her GCSEs particularly in PE and biolo-
gy and has attained an Extended Project 
Qualification in Research which is equiv-
alent to half an A level. 

Georgie moves on to York University 
where she will study Law and Criminolo-
gy. While at school she enjoyed sport, 
particularly netball and hockey, was 
Deputy Head Girl and volunteered at 
Micklands Primary School in Caversham 
helping younger children to read. She 
went litter picking on Peppard Common 
as part of her Duke of Edinburgh Gold 
Award and continues to do that at week-
ends. Georgie loves socialising and  
admits to talking too much! 

Hettie has set her 
sights on going to 
medical school and 
is already starting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

the application 
process. She will  
be doing A levels 
in biology, chem-
istry and psychology. Apart from aca-
demic studies, Hettie is excellent at sport. 
At just 15, she played in the Under 19s 
National Academy of Lacrosse and will 
be going to America to play lacrosse for 
the school next summer. She has helped 
with tutoring younger children at Cross-
fields School, has gained her Duke of 
Edinburgh Silver Award and is working 
towards her Gold Award. She watches 
every medical programme she can,  
enjoys making cakes and socialising. 

One Saturday in September we were  
invited over to our neighbour’s house to 
do some baking with our friends Florence 
and Rosie. Our neighbour, Katy, is a great 
baker, and we always have lots of fun. 
Rather than eating all the cakes ourselves, 
we decided to sell them for charity.  

We made a vanilla tray bake with icing 
and sprinkles, squidgy chocolate flapjacks, 
Rocky Road with marshmallows, raisins 
and all types of chocolate chips, chocolate 
chip cookies and chocolate cup cakes with 
caramel icing. What a lot of chocolate!  

We made a colourful sign and set up a 
table at the end of our neighbour’s drive-
way. Our Mum sent a message on Face-
book to people telling them about the sale 
and we also waved down cars and they 
stopped by. 

In the end we raised over £100 for  
Macmillan Cancer Support which  
provides all kinds of support for people 
going through cancer. Our Grandpa passed 
away from cancer over nine years ago, so 
this is an important cause for us. 

Our cake sale was very successful and we 
had lots of fun. We will do it again but 
next time for a different charity. 

Georgie 

Hettie 

I first met Ellen Fearnside as a Peppard 
News Young Achiever when, as a 14 year 

old in 2017, 
she had  
received an 
award for 
gymnastics. 
Now an 18 
year old, it 
was great to 
catch up 
with her 
again as she 
has done 
outstanding-
ly well at 
Henley  
College 

studying for a Level 3 B-TEC in engineer-
ing and an A level in maths, winning two 
awards from the college. 

Ellen attended Chiltern Edge School 
where she got high grades for her GCSEs 
and chose to study engineering at Henley 
College as one of only five girls on a 
course alongside 80 boys. She has  
excelled herself gaining a triple  
distinction-with-star and an A*. She won 
the Peter Howard award, named after a 
former teacher at the college, as an excel-
lent student at the college with an enthusi-
asm for her studies, always willing to help 
other students who struggled with some of 
the more complex concepts covered  
during the course. Ellen also won the 
Henley College Education Award 2021 
for Personal Achievement. Her form tutor 
praised her outstanding leadership in her 
learning and her great resilience over lock 
down and attending all her on-line lessons 
with full engagement. 

In her free time Ellen enjoys crochet, long 
walks with her father, wild life and  
computer aided design. She has gained a 
place at Loughborough University to 
study Product Design Engineering. 

Well done Ellen! 
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Providing quality homecare since 1968 

 

0118 334 7474 

0118 334 7474 

Parish Council 
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger 

Tel: 07595 551391 
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillor: Jo Robb 
01235 422520 

Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30 
in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 
concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times. 

Since the last issue of Peppard News, 
RPPC has held 10 Public meetings – four 
main council and six planning meetings. 

The lockdown restrictions have ceased 
and now all meetings are held in the 
Sports Pavilion: details regarding future 
meetings can be found on our website and 
on the village notice boards. 

At their meetings, the planning committee 
considered, monitored and reached deci-
sions on 107 applications, reporting on 
these to SODC (South Oxfordshire  
District Council). 

SODC refused planning permission for 
the Little Sparrows retirement village, 
which was to be located on AONB land. 
The inspector subsequently appointed by 
the Secretary of State overturned this de-
cision. SODC then applied for a judicial 
review and this was rejected so they are 
now appealing this decision.  We under-
stand that for the appeal to succeed, a 
judge would have to conclude that a  
different inspector could have reached a 
different decision given the information 
available and, also, would take account of 
any updated information.  

We understand that the five-year housing 
land supply data is being raised and  
SODC’s position is that the inspector did 
not have the latest information.  

There are other issues where the inspector 
reached questionable conclusions and 
RPPC have written to SODC asking that 
their lawyers raise these: 

• The inspector will have made his deci-

sion based on data prepared by consult-

ants engaged by the developer indicating 

increasing demand for retirement com-

plexes. RPPC disputes this need. 

• The developers indicated to the inspector 

that the local population will benefit 

from this development. This is quite 

incorrect. 

• There are serious implications for the 

local surgery if the planned 200 elderly 

residents move into the area.  

• The Inspector did not consider the addi-

tional impact that the planned develop-

ment of Caversham Park (ex-BBC site) 

into another retirement complex would 

have. 

• There has been no viable reasoning giv-

en for the inspector overriding the  

protections afforded to the AONB.  

• Constructing a complex of 133 units 

and all the additional support buildings 

with the only access being a country 

lane. 

The residents of the local parishes  
remain very angry that local democracy 
and the planning restrictions have been 
overturned. RPPC believe that reform of 
the planning process is required and that 
there needs to be a panel of at least five 
inspectors in these cases so that all  
factors in reaching decisions are properly 
considered and tested.  

Apart from two significant items, RPPC 
remains broadly in line with the budget-
ed categories set for 2021/22 (set by 
RPPC in November 2020). The two sig-
nificant variances from the budget are as 
follows: 

• The other income includes a CIL 
(Community Infrastrucure Levy) 
amounting to £11,052, being a receipt 
from SODC relating to the construction 
of two properties within the parish.  

• Repairs undertaken on the benches 
within the parish. This unbudgeted  
expenditure amounts to £2,166. 

 

Editors’ note: An unabridged version 
of this article can be read on Page 18 of 
the on-line version of Peppard News. It 
includes a table of the budget set and the 
current forecast cash flows for 2021/22 
alongside the forecast for 2022/23.  

One of the great privileges of being Chair 
of the Council is seeing the work done by 
our community groups and volunteers.  

On 2nd November, it was my pleasure to 
celebrate the opening of the new offices of 
the FISH Volunteer Centre, on Lea Road 
in Sonning Common. The offices were  
purchased with seed funding of £52,500 
from South Oxfordshire District Council 
and through the hard work and vision of 
the Committee, an additional £100,000 
was raised through generous donations 
from the community, enabling FISH to 
acquire its permanent headquarters.  

The centre features a community space for 
‘Knit and Natter,’ jigsaw groups and other 
community uses. An adjoining office is 
their headquarters, where volunteers are  
co-ordinated and clients are linked up with 
support that meets their needs.  

The FISH Volunteer Centre has been  
going for over 40 years and now supports 
more than 500 clients from Sonning  
Common and the surrounding villages. 

The bread-and-butter work is help with 
transport, medical appointments, prescrip-
tions, shopping, foot care and household 
repairs and of course, regular social out-
ings on the FISH bus. But FISH offers 
much more – through its befriending ser-
vice, it offers a vital link for many in our 
communities who are isolated and who 
need a listening ear and friendship.  

Over the course of the pandemic, it has 
been our community-based, volunteer-led 
groups that have stepped up and provided 
a lifeline to our most vulnerable residents. 
For their clients, FISH truly have been 
Friends in Sickness and Health.  

I would warmly encourage anyone who 
would like to volunteer, or anyone who 
needs extra help, to get in touch with the 
FISH Volunteer Centre. Or pop in and 
visit their wonderful offices, talk to their 
enthusiastic and energetic volunteers and 
see what can be achieved by community-
minded people with determination, vision 
and quite a lot of ‘pluck.’  

Saturday 15th January is the final deadline 
for applications to primary or infant 
school for those children born between 
1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018. 
Please see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
primaryadmissions 
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Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events, 
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding 

07958 371770 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 

Unfortunately, the planned Chiltern  
Players’ production of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol has had to be postponed 
until next year. Obviously, they are very 
disappointed because they were delighted 
to be back together again after such a  
prolonged absence. For more information 
call 0118 972 2632, or see 
www.chilternplayers.co.uk. 

On Saturday, 20th November 11.00-
15.00 in the Peppard War Memorial 
Hall, there's to be a Christmas Fayre in 
aid of the Rivertime Boat Trust (which 
takes disabled/elderly people for boat 
trips on the Thames). Items for sale  
include designer jewellery, Christmas 
decorations, boots, shoes, clothes, tom-

bola, etc. 

If your energy supplier goes out of  
business Ofgem, the energy regula-
tor, will automatically move you to 
another supplier. This usually takes a 
few weeks. Citizens Advice advises 
that you wait for your new supplier 
to contact you. You can check on 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 'check 
who's taken over your energy supply' 
if you're not sure who your new sup-
plier is. More help is available on the 
Citizens Advice website or ring their 
Consumer Helpline 0808 223 1133. 
for advice about meeting higher  
energy payments contact Citizens 
Adviceline 0808 278 7907. 

Greys Court is open Wednesday to  
Sunday, 10:00-16:00 (closed 24/25  
December). The house has been decorated 
for Christmas with Christmas dinner on 
the table and handmade decorations.  
Gingerbread, made to Lady Brunner’s 
recipe, is available to buy. 
www.greyscourt@nationaltrust.org.uk, 
01491 628529. 

Older members of the community may 
remember Miss Katie Boyle who was 
the District Nurse at the Sonning  
Common Health Centre when Dr Peter 
Hemphill was the senior partner. We 
bring the sad news that she died recent-
ly: Katie was 95 years old when she 
finally passed away and attributed her 

good health and longevity to taking 
plenty of exercise and living in mod-
eration. 

For those interested, there will be a Public 
Consultation on the Draft Updated  
Sonning Common Neighbourhood  
Development Plan although residents of 
Peppard will not be able to make  
comments.  

It can be viewed at: Sonning Common 
Neighbourhood Plan website www.scpc-
ndp.co.uk or Sonning Common Parish 
Council website 
www.sonningcommonparishcouncil.gov
.uk or at the Parish Office, Village Hall, 
Wood Lane, Sonning Common RG4 9SL 
(please phone 0118 972 3616 to make an 
appointment to view the plan) or Sonning  
Common Library, Grove Road, Sonning 
Common,RG4 9RH. Tel. 0118 972 2448 

Last September, Vera Morris, spent a 
week in Aldeburgh, Suffolk, researching 
for her fifth book in the Anglian Detective 
Series, The Great Shroud, published by 
Headline on 19th August. Important peo-
ple she talked with were the Lifeboat Op-
erations Manager, RNLI, and the owner 
of the famous Aldeburgh Fish and Chips; 
she also had to sample oysters and Dover 

The Sonning Common Health Walks 
will continue through the winter, unless 
the weather is really inclement, but there 
will be no official health walks between 
Monday 20th December and Monday 3rd 
January inclusive. The meeting places 
for some of the walks will change in 
January 2022: the up-to-date timetable is 
available on the website at 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/
timetable. To talk to someone about any 
aspect of the Health Walks phone Chris 
Brook on 0118 924 2515. 

soles to help strengthen the character of 
Frank Diamond.  

Vera lives in Caversham, and was a  
former headteacher of Chiltern Edge 
School, Sonning Common.  

Vera Morris 
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Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

Sonning Common Health Centre will be 
running Booster Vaccination clinics 
throughout November. 

Those eligible (six months or more since 
the 2nd Covid jab) are being contacted to 
book an appointment as we release new 
dates. Please wait to be contacted to book 
an appointment. 

1st and 2nd dose Covid Vaccination  
appointments will continue to be offered 
in conjunction with the Booster Clinics. 
We are sending out reminder invitations to 
this group to book an appointment. 

All patients aged 16-17 years old are  
eligible to receive their first Covid-19 
vaccination from the health centre. This 
will be with the Pfizer vaccine. Please 
phone our Reception team to make an 
appointment. In line with government 
recommendations, we have brought for-
ward second vaccinations for those in  
Cohort 10 (40 – 49 years), Cohort 11 (30 
– 39 years) and Cohort 12 (18 – 29 years) 
to eight weeks rather than 11 to 12 weeks, 
where possible. We have sent out remind-
ers to all those still due their second Covid 
vaccination with the option to book into 
an available clinic using our new online 
booking system. Alternatively, please 
phone our reception team to make an ap-
pointment for your second vaccination. 

During the past few months, the FISH Bus 
has seen a gradual return to a full service 
with both regular shopping journeys and 
seasonal leisure trips to Garden Centres, 
Tea Tours, Pub Lunches and other venues. 

However, mindful of the government 
guidance relating to public transport we 
are limiting passenger numbers to nine for 
each journey to allow for some social  
distancing and a continuing requirement 
to wear face coverings when travelling. 
Passenger numbers have been gradually 
increasing since the summer and many are 
obviously pleased to have the opportunity 
to renew contact with friends and neigh-
bours after the restrictions of lockdown. 

At this time there is some pressure on the 
government to increase the Covid  
restrictions and FISH will, of course, be 
responsive to the needs of passengers’ 
safety and comfort should there be any 
changes to the official guidance during the 
winter period. 

The FISH Office has also extended its 
opening hours and is now manned from 
09.30 to 12.00 from Monday to Friday. 
Contact details remain the same; if the 
FISH Volunteer Centre can help call 0118 
972 3986 or e-mail 
office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk  

It has been great to be back to normal  
after the pandemic problems of the past 
year. There is much to do to catch up with 
the work that had to be cancelled. 

We’re back on all our usual sites, number-
ing around two dozen, which in this area 
include the Commons, The Millennium 
Field, Spring Wood, Bishopswood Sports 
Ground and Peppard War Memorial Hall. 
We’re also back at Greys Court and  
Tartary Wood on the Nettlebed Estate. 
And we have also planted over 400 trees 
in the new sports field opposite MECE 
School. That’s one of the great things 
about this Green Gym – there is an enor-
mous variety of sites and work.  

Now that we have opened up properly it’s 
been good to have been able to welcome 
some new volunteers. But there is much to 
do to keep the countryside looking good 
and we could do with more volunteers 
still. Check out our website 
(www.tcv.org.uk) or call 0118 972 4228 

Our community has supported the  
Poppy Appeal since it began in 1921.  
Ninety percent of our collectors are not 
members of the Royal British Legion, 
but we are grateful for their dedication 
year on year. Three of our volunteers 
have been involved for thirty years and 
many more for over ten years. Our patch 
extends to both Stoke Row and Greys; 
the three villages usually raise about 
£3,000. Our local businesses accept  
boxes of poppies, volunteers collect 
from house to house, All Saints’ Church 
donates the collection from the  
Remembrance Sunday Service and the 
Parish Council make a generous dona-
tion for their wreath. We are grateful for 
large and small donations.  

Twenty years of British service in  
Afghanistan means that the needs of 
veterans and their families have  
increased. In some cases, their hardships 
will remain for half a century,    

Poppy Appeal Organisers (PAOs) face 
quite a few challenges. Firstly, a team of 
collectors and cash counters have to be 
recruited and retained.  Secondly, secure 
and spacious storage is needed for the 
stock, ‘collecting tins’ (which are now 
plastic!) and the large boxes which do 
not last long if they are dismantled. The 
stock now includes a variety of objects 
including lapel badges, pens, pencils, 
erasers and snappy rulers. Indeed, pri-
mary schools are offered a special box 
with all these extra items.  Many other 
items may be bought from the Poppy 
Shop on-line, which offers a surprisingly 
wide range of products all the year 
round.  Please just ‘Google it’ and see. 

There are many happy memories akin to 
scenes from Last of the Summer Wine or 
Dad’s Army.  So, if you have a military 
connection or interest, you may consider 
helping to raise the funds which make 
all the difference to veterans, old and 
young, and their families who have  
suffered bereavement or life changing 
injuries. Please consider becoming  
involved. Jess Jenkins, the Community 
Fund Raiser for Oxfordshire, is able to 
provide further details and would be 
delighted to hear from you. To contact 
her, call 07500 225215 or email  
JJenkins@britishlegion.org.uk, 19-21 
High Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1SH 

We hope the Sonning Common Health 
Centre 50th Anniversary celebration will 
take place on Saturday 3rd September 
2022. 

Please put the date in your diaries. It will 
be a celebration not only of the 50st  
Anniversary but also the return to a new 
normal post Covid. The celebration is for 
past and present staff plus all the patients 
that are registered with the Health Centre 

We still hope to have an open house with 
catering and activities for the young and 
not so young. There will be a display of 
the history and successes over the years. 
Groups such as Green Gym, Health 
Walks, Health Cycling, Functional  
Physio/Pilates and Active Leaders will be 
invited to have stalls to display infor-
mation on healthy activities. 

We very much hope that you will be able 
to join us next September, more details 
next year. 

If you would like to reply by email so that 
we can use this for future communica-
tions, you can either send to Sue Abbott 
sue.abbott6@nhs.net  or Sue Litchfield 
sue.HAT1999@gmail.com  
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Welcome to the new edition! We have welcomed lots of new people to our school and we are all looking forward to Christmas. 

It is another school year so 
we have new Foundation 
children who have joined us. 

We are delighted to  
welcome them to our school 
and hope they have the best 
year possible.  

They’ve already got stuck 
into learning with their first 
school trip to Oxford  
Museum. 

Foundation Class at the Oxford Museum 

We have got a lot of different people in different roles this year. The different 
roles are Team Captains. The Team Captains bring out the boxes full of 
sports equipment to play with for break time and lunch time then bring them 
in. They also count the team points and see which House has the most. 
When we have Sports’ Day, they can help set everything up. They also moti-
vate your team. 

Another role is School Council. For this role when the council is in meetings 
the councillors can suggest to Mr. Steele if you can get different or more play 
equipment for break and lunch. They can also talk about in meetings if the 
whole school can do a fund-raiser. 

Then the last, but definitely not least, Worship Council, for this role the coun-
cillor can say the prayers at the front in church ceremonies. They also deliver 

the food when it’s the Harvest Festival to the food bank. 

We wanted to say a huge congratulations to the people who 
have these roles, congratulations to our new Team Cap-
tains who are Jemima Hall, Francesca Keyte, Amber Krief-
man, and Freya Woodhouse. Congratulations to our new 
School Councillors who are, Finty Ansell (Y6), Beau 
Gedney (Y5), Arthur Woodhouse (Y4), Islay Austin (Y3), 
Max Owens (Y2) and Lara Pollard (Y1). Also congratula-
tions to the Worship Councillors who are, Clara Ferguson 
(Y6), Edith Claridge (Y5), Charlie Fletcher (Y4), Ruby Jones 
(Y3), Elle Heath (Y2) and Jack Tylor (Y1). 

Congratulations to every person in every role we all wish 
you the best of luck. 

Team Captain Francesca Keyte 

Team Captains: Freya Woodhouse, Jemima 
Hall & Amber Kriefman 

 

Junior Peppard News 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

One day we went to Brooklands Museum. First we went 
to put our bags on the table. Then this lovely man told us 
about the museum. After that we went for a tour around 
the museum. 

We found out that Brooklands Museum is a museum with 
lots of transports like it had buses, aeroplanes, motor-
bikes, race cars and some had a lot of designs and one 
was called clinkard special and made us laugh as one of 
our teachers is called Mrs Clinkard!!! 

Before lunch we went to the factory and we timed in and 
out then we went around the inside of it and got our piec-
es of card and got them stamped on to the card. Then we 
went to lunch and had twenty minutes to eat it. 

But the best part of the whole day was going on Con-
corde. Then John old us why Concorde has a long, point-
ed nose. It is because to stop the plane from burning 
when it was going supersonic.  

Shortly after that we went to see the buses. There were 
different types of them like double decker buses and 
electric buses. We sat on them and at the end we saw an 
ambulance. 

Then we saw a sign and it said danger! It was a war 
zone. We went through the war zone and went back into the room where our bags were. We said goodbye to John and then walked 
back to the cars or the mini buses and drove back to school and then did a few things and then we went home. 

We had a great day! 

On Monday 11th October Highmoor Class went on an action-packed trip to Hill End. 

A man called John taught us some interesting facts about the Stone and Bronze Ages. For example, hunter gatherers used to grind 
grain using stone to make flour. But this would wear away their teeth when they ate the bread due to the stone fragments that had been 
scraped off the flint and made their way into the food. 

For our first activity, we walked down into some wood-
land where we were split into two groups and were 
asked to make weatherproof shelters. Afterwards John 
and our teacher, Mrs Claridge, tested them by tipping 
water on top. I got soaked! It was all very fun though. 

After that, we went into another section of the woods 
where there was a roundhouse that John had made a 
few years ago. Inside it was pitch black and we all got to 
feel rabbit and deer skins. They were very soft and 
would have been used to keep people warm and cosy. 

When we got out of the roundhouse we split into small 
groups to do different activities. One activity was to 
make a Stone Age axe that we could put on our muse-
um display back in our classroom. Another activity was 
to go foraging for some berries and nuts - we weren't 
allowed to eat them though. Our very last activity was to 
toast some tasty bread on a campfire.  

After lunch, we practiced hunting with long sticks that we 
used as spears and a wild boar skin as the target. If you 
hit the boar's head you would get two points and if you 
hit the boar's body you would get one, but if you missed 
you would sadly get none. 

I would definitely recommend a visit to Hill End. We all 
had an amazing time and learned lots.   

Greys Class at Brooklands Museum 

Trip to Hill End: from left Islay Austin, Amelie Wade, Ted Kent, Maddie Edwards, 
Elsie Rancombe, Rosamund Cima & Maria Mangan Morse 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3.00pm term-time only 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a showround. 
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Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Wednesday and Friday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books and music 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 

I would like to welcome the new staff members – they are Mrs Frier and Mrs Winsberry from Springwood Class who have been with 
us from September and Mrs Griffith from Highmoor Class and Mrs Girdler from Peppard Class started after half term. 

We asked, ‘What are you doing at Peppard?’ and Mrs Winsberry said ‘I am an Associate Teacher at Peppard on a Thursday and 
Friday, which means I'll be helping Mrs Watkins out with lesson planning and doing quite a few of the lessons too.’ 
We also asked ‘Are you enjoying your time with us?’ Mrs Winsberry said ‘Peppard is a lovely, welcoming school and I'm really enjoy-
ing getting to know everyone. I'm looking forward to spending more time with Springwood Class and exploring the rainforest even 
more next term! I am currently reading Journey to River Sea and I can't wait to explore the text with everyone. It's such a great story. 

In September all of Year 5 went to South Wales for four days on Residential. On the first 
evening we all went to the beach and got absolutely soaked but we all had fun. On the 
next morning we all set out to an Iron Age Hill Fort then went to a Bug farm where we got 
to handle and eat bugs!  

On the third day we went to White Sands beach for some coasteering, there were a 
bunch of crazy jumps and it was awesome. On the final day we went on an absolutely 
beautiful coastal walk and we got to see a baby seal pup. 

All the Year 5 had a fantastic trip and all had so much fun. We can’t wait to find out what 
next year’s the residential has in store for us. 

At the beginning of term Years 5 and 6 
went on our yearly residential and it was 
amazing! We started our trip going in two 
mini buses, one for Year 5 and one for 
Year 6, we were all so excited! When we 
arrived we looked around our accommo-
dation, it was lovely and really fun and 
we were told who was staying in which 
room.  

Our first full day was spent coasteering 
in the morning and I think it’s fair to say 
some people really faced their fears! In 
the afternoon we went to the beach, 
swam in the sea, did extreme rock pool-
ing and played beach football, we loved 
it! After that each day was filled with ex-
citing and new adventures, ending with a 
gourmet meal, fun games and a hot 
chocolate.  

Another highlight was going kayaking on 
the lake and we had raft wars and every-
one fell in at some point. On the last day 
we went gift shopping and bought our 
family members a treat.  

Finally we had to head home but it was 
so much fun because we listened to mu-
sic, sang and partied all the way home! It 
was the best trip ever and we made  
really happy memories that we will never 
forget. 

A wet Wales didn’t spoil the fun for Years 5 & 6 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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Not many people know that Sonning 
Common has a fully functioning  
orchestra. We’ve been playing continu-
ously since around 1970. We’re not high 
profile because we don’t do paying  
concerts: we hold two social evenings a 
year with friends and families.  

We’re essentially a ‘players group’ who 
meet up to play serious music in a  
relaxed atmosphere with excellent  
tuition from a professional leader and  
conductor. Our group is unique, regular-

Some of our students have had a tough 
time, with their mental wellbeing taking a 
downward turn during all the lockdowns 
and from the anxiety of possibly them, or 
their loved ones, catching Covid. The 
good news is that there is tons to do, keep-
ing everyone occupied and not thinking 
about some of the bad stuff of the last 18 
months. They have been helped in no 
small part by Cerri Dubonnee, our new 
Greenshoots Manager, who is doing a 
sterling job returning the site to pre-Covid 
tidiness. 

We have begun planning two fundraising 
events – the Grand Charity Sale at  
Sonning Common Village Hall on Satur-
day 20th November (09.30-14.00). 

The distinguished actor and local resident, 

  

We continue to build the foundations of 
our proud community singing group.  

Our numbers are growing with 67 people 
now on board – 49 ladies and 18 gentle-
men; two thirds of whom come from Pep-
pard and Sonning Common. Our oldest 
person is 96 and our younger singers are 
in their 50’s. We ‘golden-oldies’ still 
have the desire and … the wind power!  

We have gained two £250 grants from 
Oxfordshire County Council and Chiltern 
Edge Community Association and these 
have been used to give every member 
their own branded song-book - no ex-
pense spared. 

It is all very simple for YOU – no audi-
tions to join but if you can say 
‘Supercalifragilisticexpialidocius’ three 
times without stumbling you may be our 
star singer and asked to be a soloist!  

We have also been on ‘tour’ as Harmony, 
visiting Barbara Winnington on her return 
home after falling and breaking her hip. 
Amongst the tears and laughter, we  
finished our singing to her with I’d Like 
to Teach the World to Sing   - now been 
adopted as our theme song.  You see we 
are living up to our motto of ‘Have fun, 
enjoy and go home happy’. 

We can be found every Thursday from 
13.15 at Peppard War Memorial Hall or 
simply call Barry Wood on 01491 629982 
for more details. So come on along – you 
know you want to! 

We have seen a big increase in hall book-
ings - all our regular users are back and 
we have also welcomed many families 
having parties. 

Please look at our website 
(www.peppardwarmemorialhall. 
chessck.co.uk) to see who is using the 
hall and maybe you would like to come 
along and join one of the friendly groups, 
e.g. WI, Peppard Lunch club. 

Recently, we had the pleasure of  
welcoming our new Booking Manager, 
Anna Parsley, who lives locally. Hopeful-
ly, we will introduce our new on-line 
booking system soon. Details of how to 
contact Anna are on our website. 

Some sad news though: after surveying 
the trees that bound the site, many are 
now dead or in stress so we will, with 
professional advice, be felling some and 
cutting others down to a safe level. We 
believe that some of these trees were orig-
inally planted when the hall was built. 

On behalf of the Trustees I hope you have 
a great Christmas wherever you may be 
(must be better than last year). 

Simon Williams, will visit to support the 
event too; details to follow on our Face-
book page. In addition to stalls, we will 
be serving refreshments, bacon rolls, 
homemade cakes and minced pies, plus 
mulled apple juice, in keeping with the 
season …. and probably the weather! 

We are again holding festive fundrais-
ing, Christmas in the Glasshouse, on 
Thursday 9th and Friday 10th December, 
09.00-16.00, and Saturday 11th Decem-
ber, 09.30-14.30.  For both events, 
please check our Facebook or web page 
for more details (see below).   

Order your Christmas wreath from us – 
we will take orders from Monday 22nd 
November. 

Just like other charities, we desperately 
need funds, so if you are having a clear 
out, please consider donating any unused 
items. If you have a spare hour, perhaps 
you could help us as a volunteer too. 

And do visit Greenshoots; we are open 
weekdays, from 09.00-16.00, and we 
look forward to welcoming you. For 
more information, visit: 
www.facebook.com/greenshoots96 or 
www.waysandmeans.org.uk 

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone 
for your continued loyalty and support - 
your visits, calls and emails are much 
appreciated.   

With warm festive wishes from everyone 
at Greenshoots and The Ways & Means 
Trust 

ly coming from a wide area such as  
Basingstoke, Hartley Wintney, Slough, 
Gerrard’s Cross and many other far flung 
places … (even  Peppard?). We’ve lost a 
few members due to the pandemic and 
lockdown and are now looking for more 
string and brass players. We’re very sup-
portive of lapsed players or new players 
who would like to familiarise themselves 
with the orchestral repertoire.  

Interested? Then please call me on 0118 
972 2164 or e-mail ruth@segment.co.uk 
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Running the London Marathon (26 
miles/42 kilometres) was an unparal-
leled experience with the most incredi-
ble crowds and with so many people 
running for their loved ones. It was  
undoubtedly the hardest and most physi-
cally demanding thing I have ever done.  

The highlights for me were finding  
Helena (@hellybell1) at 26km and 
clasping her hand whilst running along-
side our friends, also raising money for 
the National Autistic Society; there 
were all the sprinklers, then the man 
with a tub of Vaseline at Mile 20, seeing 
our friend Charlie Watson 
(@charliewatson2516) who had crossed 
the finish line on my tracker, raising a 
total of £7,820 for the National Autistic 
Society and finally hearing my family 
and friends cheering my name.  

I need to add some ‘thank yous’: to the 
people who have been so generous and 
donated to the National Autistic  
Society, to the man at Mile 14 who said 
‘Come on, Soph, you can do it’, to the 

We are all aware of the rising cost of gas 
and electricity adding to the pressure on 
many households to keep the home warm 
and enjoy hot food and people in the 
Henley area are no exception. 

Many generous people have contributed 
to the Henley Lions Winter Fuel Appeal 
each winter. 116 payments have been 
made over the last four appeals to local 
individuals and families with children. 
Without this support they would have 
spent a cold winter worrying about how 
to pay their bills. 

Many supporters receive the Govern-
ment’s Winter Fuel Payment and are very 
happy to donate some, or all, of this to 
help those in need of funds stay warm. 
Citizens Advice Henley refer applica-
tions for support and payment is made 
direct to the client’s utility account. 

Donations can be made on-line via 
www.henleylions.org.uk – click on  
Donate and identify your donation as 
Winter Fuel Project.  Or, to get infor-
mation on how to make a payment please 
email donate@henleylions.org.uk or 
phone 0345 833 7387. Please Gift Aid if 
you are a taxpayer increasing your  
donation by 25% 

If you know of someone in need, please 
encourage them to talk to Citizens  
Advice Henley or NOMAD who can 
offer help and guidance. They will ensure 
people are receiving the benefits due to 
them, give assistance in managing debt 
and apply to the Winter Fuel fund for 
support.  

Any donation, however small, can help 
make a difference. 

Work to create biodiverse heathland 
glades amongst the woods of Kingwood 
Common is now in its ninth year. 

Over that time we have moved from 
clearance, through controlling invasive 
plants like bramble and bracken, into  
encouraging the colonisation from the 
original flora and fauna that was nearly 
extinct. 

We are seeing banks of heather, foxgloves 
and heathland plants gradually develop, 
and with them the insects, reptiles and 
mammals that thrive in that habitat. 

It’s a slow process and, without open 
grazing, needs quite a lot of intervention. 
Hopefully as the acid heathland gets  
better established it will be able to look 
after itself, but for now twice monthly 

Although back to our normal, pre-Covid 
hours – Sonning Common Library is not 
back to our normal level of visitors. On 
Wednesday 22nd December everyone is 
invited for Friends of the Library Christ-
mas nibbles, in the library from 14.00. 

We have Storytimes every Saturday 
morning at 10.00, and Rhymetimes on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month at 
11.00. Hopefully Scrabble Club, Digital 
Helper sessions and the adult Craft Club 
will be able to restart in the New Year. 

On Tuesday 21st December ZooLab is 
visiting the library again! Starting at 
09.30, places will be strictly limited. 
Contact the library for more information 
(0118 972 2448) 

Special Christmas Storytimes with craft 
sessions for children (approximate age 3 
– 8), will be every Saturday in December 
at 10.00 – and we will also be selling 
home-made cakes (cash only!). 

We will be closed from 13.00 on Christ-
mas Eve until 14.00 on Wednesday 5th 
January 2022 – but check in the library 
nearer the time as this might change 

Recently there have been changes of 
longstanding FoSCL committee members 
so I would like to sincerely thank the 
outgoing committee members (Jill 
Hutchinson, Jenny Jones and Helen Fort) 
for their constant support and encourage-
ment over the last seven years. You will 
be a hard act to follow. 

Helena (left) and Sophia (right) at the start 

man at 34km who told me there was only 
8km left and I could do it, to the numer-
ous strangers who encouraged me to keep 
running when my legs felt like they were 
falling apart, to the girl who screamed at 
me ‘we’ve done it, congratulations’ when 
we crossed the 200 metre line, to my 
friends for supporting me all the way, to 
my Mum who I called when crying at 
38km because I didn’t think I could fin-
ish, to Esther, my urban masseuse, who 
was there to meet me at the end and lastly, 
thank you to my brother, Henry, for being 
so unapologetically himself.  

This one was for you Pal. 

 

‘combat gardening’ parties are necessary. 

If you want to help with this really im-
portant local biodiversity project, contact 
the group leader Matthew Davis 
on matthewdavis550@outlook.com - 
everyone is welcome. 

…or just come for a walk around  
Kingwood Common and enjoy the  
fantastic range of habitats you will  
experience.   



Clubs and Societies 
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Peppard Relief in Need 
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times 

 If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get 
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.  

 Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone 

Valentine de Haan (0118 972 2967) or Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) 

PIANO LESSONS 

From an Experienced Tutor 

Ex-Concert Pianist 

 

 

 

 Call ANNA 
07568 377731 

We’re back! Christmas dinner will be on 
Wednesday, 15th December in Peppard 
War Memorial Hall. Everyone 70+ is 
very welcome to join us. It’s just £6 a 
meal. Give me a call on 01491 628780. 
Next year’s dates: 19th January and 
16th February. 

Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year to one and all. 

We entered the first competitive tourna-
ment, post the lifting of Covid 19  
restrictions in September. 12 clubs from 
across the Thames Valley were repre-
sented in a very well organised event in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. The 
standard was particularly high and  
featured a number of much larger clubs. 

Following a number of late withdraw-
als, a somewhat depleted Rotherfield 
squad put up a spirited performance 
winning one match and losing four, 
including defeats to the eventual tourna-
ment winners and runners up. This was 
an excellent day out in glorious weather, 
with games played in a competitive, yet 
fair and friendly, manner. Most  
importantly the event raised £1,640.  

The club supports initiatives in the local 
community and is pleased, along with 
Rotherfield United, to have made a  
donation to Sonning Common Active 
Leaders to assist their drive to develop 
football for girls in local schools. In 
addition, look out for Women's Walking 
Football taster sessions soon. 

Informal social events have now  
resumed and the annual Christmas  
dinner and awards evening is sure to be 
a highlight of the year! 

The regular twice weekly sessions  
continue to be well attended. The even-
ing session has now switched to Tues-
days at 16.45 on the floodlit, artificial 

Our club has had a record number of 
members playing tennis this year with 
many people simply enjoying getting out 
and having a good time. 

As you may know, we have two excellent 
quality hard courts that can be played on 
all year round located at the entrance of 
Bishopswood Sports Ground. 

Despite the dark evenings and winter 
weather, there are still plenty of daylight 
hours to play tennis at this time of the 
year and our club is ideal for beginners 
and young families or simply for anyone 
to play in a casual and informal environ-
ment. 

If you want to find out more, or have any 
questions to ask us, then please visit our 
website at 
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org  
or email us on  
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org 

We are having a busy few months with 
charity bake sales, Hallowe’en and  
Christmas. We now run on a Wednesday 
and Thursday from 18.30-20.30 which we 
find fits in to young people’s busy sched-
ules better. 

We have said goodbye to a long-standing 
member of our team, Lee Bishop. We 
wish him all the best with his future  
ventures.  

We are always on the lookout for new 
volunteers - we welcome anyone who 
has the skills to teach our young people a 
new interest but also people that can be 
there to offer young people support in 
their day-to-day lives. Please email  
sunny.clubsc@gmail.com if you or any-
one you know would be interested in  
helping at youth club. 

It was great to be able to restart in  
October. In order to reduce the risk of 
Covid at the moment we are asking  
people to wear masks when moving 
around. We are also limiting the numbers 
to 50 (it used to be 80) and are now 
providing food at the tables instead of 
people queueing at the hatch as before. 

We plan to continue this way for the  
moment unless anything throws us off 
course. But the bar is still functioning! 

The ticket price is now £15 (we haven’t 
raised it since we started over 10 years 
ago). It’s still a bargain as you get supper 
in a bowl and a glass of wine thrown in. 
But with reduced numbers to 50 it’s  
important you book early. 

Details of the forthcoming films (Mamma 
Mia! Here We Go Again, The Hundred 
Foot Journey and The Grand Budapest 
Hotel) and how to book can be found on 
our website 
(www.peppardrevels.org.uk/film-
nights) 

pitch at Highdown School, Emmer Green. 
The morning session has moved to Thurs-
days at 09.45 at Bishopswood Sports 
Ground. New members are always most 
welcome. If you are at all unsure about 
joining in, you are very welcome to come 
along, have a look, and chat with any of 
the club members. Alternatively contact 
Ian Massey at ian.massey28@gmail.com 
for more information. 

The squad looking hopeful 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

We were crowned champions of the 
BCMB (Berkshire, Chilterns and Mid 
Bucks) Championship following a superb 
summer. 

Led by the brilliance with the bat of Jason 
Vaughan-Davies, who scored 627 runs 
including his maiden century for the club, 
and the bowling exploits of Scott Harris, 
Alfie Clifton and Connor Lamsdale, PSR 
wrapped up the title with a week to spare 
when they beat Ballinger Waggoners. 

Their success means they will be promot-
ed into the Thames Valley League. 

Elsewhere in a fine season, the club’s 
Sunday Unicorns side won the Berkshire 
Cup and thus reached the last 16 of the 
National Twenty20 plate – eventually 
losing to north Warwickshire champions 
Bedworth – while the Under 13s reached 
the same stage in their competition before 
losing to Shenley Village of Hertford-
shire. 

Indoor nets will begin at The Oratory 
School – whose generous sponsorship 
remains appreciated – in January, and the 
club is always on the look out for new 
players of any age or ability. 

We have been very pleased to welcome 
plenty of new members this year and we 
continue to enjoy our wonderful tennis 
facilities throughout the winter period.  

All of our league teams have made a good 
start to the winter season and we are con-
tinuing our club sessions, open to all sen-
ior members, at 19.00 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. All members can play at any 
other time subject to court availability, 
with a simple to use on-line booking  
system. 

Local family company, Teach Me Tennis, 
runs our coaching programme offering 
group or individual lessons for adults and 
children. They currently teach 310 juniors 

Since the early summer, our members 
have been able to meet up meaning a 
welcome resemblance of normality for 
us all. In August we were very fortunate 
that we were able to go ahead with a 
summer social event - a garden party in 
our president’s beautiful garden, com-
plete with garden party hats. It is always 
an anticipated and enjoyable occasion, 
and this year was no exception and  
especially welcome having not been 
able to hold one last year. 

In September, we found Dr Hasler’s 
talk on his career as a GP at Sonning  
Common Health Centre, from 1965 
until his retirement, really enlightening 
and most informative. He was in-
volved in the training of the younger, 
and therefore future, generation of 
GPs and informed us of the general 
changes in the approaches to 
healthcare over the years. What an 
asset to the community he has been, 
and in sharing his knowledge, contin-
ues to be. 

In November, Barry Wood spoke to us 
about Greys Court and Henley. For our 

December meeting, we look forward to 
having the children from Peppard 
School coming to sing Christmas  
Carols, and other things in store for our 
last gathering of the year and so expect 
a good turn out. 

We have kept busy with coffee morn-
ings, a book club and a lunch which 
proved popular. If you are interested in 
joining us in the future please contact 
Beth on 0118 972 3335. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THE JOBS 
AROUND YOUR HOME 

 
 

MR F1X-IT  - Handyman / Property Services 
 

Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273, 
or call evenings 0118 972 3004 
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com 

for a free quote and call out 
www.mrf1xit.co.uk 

For our 70TH anniversary Christmas Gala, 
we will be holding an evening of Christ-
mas delights with a chance for audience 
participation! Join our orchestral ensem-
ble and soloists in playing Vaughan  
Williams, Bob Chilcott, Gywyn Arch and 
Paul Burke. Starting at 19.00 on Saturday 
4th December at Maiden Erlegh Chiltern 
Edge School, Sonning Common. Tickets 
£12 available from 
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk 

After a very anxious 18 month’s delay, we 
eventually managed to celebrate our 50th 
Anniversary with an Awards Evening in 
September. 

Long-standing Peppard resident, Adrienne 
Heriot, received an RDA honour, an Over 
and Above award for her outstanding  
service to Wyfold. Adrienne, together 
with her husband Ian, were presented with 
a specially commissioned painting of her 
leading Big Bob through the woods at 
Wyfold on an autumn morning. She also 
received a 20 Years+ Long Service 
Award. 

Pippa Hughes, who was recently  
honoured with an MBE, received her 50 

age 3-18 in their weekly groups; it’s 
amazing to see so many playing over the 
winter months.  

For full details please visit our website 
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk or just 
pop down to the club, which can be 
found behind the Red Lion. We look 
forward to seeing you.  

Ian with Adrienne Heriot receiving an award 
and Pippa Hughes 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0118 972 4861 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Barbara Langdale 0118 972 1249 www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

Dear Friends 

I’m always surprised by the way that the 
change of seasons seems to take a leap 
forward as we go into November.  I 
don’t know why I should be surprised, 
as it’s surely the clocks going back that 
explains much of the feeling of sudden 
change.   

But change there is, and it’s not just a 
trick of the clocks.  The swirling winds 
blow the last remaining leaves to the 
ground; the air chills.  As Jesus said, 
‘The wind blows where it wills.  You 
hear the sound of it, but you don’t know 
where it’s coming from, or where it’s 
going.’   

And with these outward changes come 
inward changes, too.  Perhaps a kind of 
(healthy) introspection, as we take stock 
of how 2021 has been for us.  (Like its 
predecessor, I think this also counts as 
an ‘extraordinary’ year.)  Perhaps, for 
you, it has been settled and even; or 
maybe it has been stormy. 

Whoever you are and however you are: 
God loves you, and the church is here 
for you.  You are most welcome to any 
and all of our services at All Saints’, the 
details of which can be found on our 
web pages. 

The church is also open once again dur-
ing daylight hours, so do feel free to 
come in and spend a few quiet moments 
of reflection. 

Our days are darker, but the light of 
Christ remains bright. 

God bless. 

  

Over the past few months we have raised 
£1,300 for charities.  

Firstly, in September, we took part in the 
Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride 
annual event.   

A few weeks later Rebecca Bell and 
Anthea Fry performed a Coffee Concert – 
The Beauty of Land and Sea.  A retiring 
collection raised funds for the Charlie 
Walker Trust, a mental health charity.   

Our Harvest Festival supported the 
Springwater Food Bank. 

The Junior Choir, together with Rebecca 
Bell (Junior Choir Mistress), celebrated 
their 20th anniversary with a special ser-
vice of Peppard Praise.  Six current chor-
isters and five ex-juniors attended, includ-
ing two choir mums who were singing 
with their daughters. Afterwards there 
was a lively reception in the Parish room 
with coffee and cake and much reminisc-
ing. 

We celebrated our Patronal Festival with 
a Benefice Eucharist Service and Choral 
Evensong which featured an augmented 
choir who sang music from across the 
centuries including a modern setting, by 
Richard Shephard, of Song of Mary 
(Magnificat) and Song of Simeon (Nunc 
Dimittis). 

At the time of writing, plans are afoot for 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  Please 
consult our website for details. 

We wish you all a Joyful Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Blessings, 

Years award and Zara Campbell- Harris 
her 45 Years award. Ruth Butler received 
her 40 Years award together with a 
Wyfold 50th Anniversary Award. Local 
residents, Pat Watson and Sandra  
Atkinson, received their 25 Years+ 
awards. Loraine Maidment and Jane  
Bowen were awarded a Wyfold 50th Anni-
versary Award which were mounted horse 
brasses kindly donated by Michael  
Skinner. 

Our guest speaker was Jane Holderness-
Roddam, CBE CVO, former Olympic 
gold medallist and the first woman to win 
a gold in eventing. She also won Badmin-
ton and Burghley horse trials and was the 
Princess Royal’s lady-in waiting for over 
30 years. She gave us a very interesting 
and amusing talk about her years with 
Princess Anne and her eventing career. 
Jane brought along her Olympic jacket 
which had been tailored by Michael Skin-
ner’s family company, Dege and Skinner 
of Saville Row. 

We were pleased to welcome guests from 
RDA National, Frances Lochrane, region-
al chairman, Moo Nowell-Smith, county 
chairman and Sarah Clunie and Anne  
Coney, regional driving representatives. 

We are very grateful to Phyllis Court for 
giving us a perfect evening and to our 
sponsors, Perpetual, Simmons and Sons, 
Francesca Schwarzenbach and Trevelyan 
Lodge. 

Father Christmas has already been booked 
for our traditional Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 4th December at Wyfold Stables 
from 12.00-15.00. Homemade soup, hot 
dogs, tea and coffee and all our usual 
stalls including hamper, raffle, etc. This is 
an outdoor event and can be cold and 
muddy so wrap up well. 

Before finishing we need to put out a plea 
that we need more horses! They must be 
suitable for RDA work between 14.2hh 
and 15.2hh, over 8 years old, to either 
loan or buy – we offer 5* care and atten-
tion. Contact: info@wyfoldrda.org.uk 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 
Parish Office:  0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Like other schools, St Martin’s, our parish 
primary school located in Caversham Park 
Village, is trying to bring school life more 
in line with the pre-Covid experience of 
pupils. This has included class and whole 
school services on a regular basis. The 
youngest children had been learning about 
St Francis of Assisi and his love of nature 
and were invited to bring their pets (or a 
photo) to school for a short service. The 
older children celebrated a harvest Mass at 
which the food they brought in was on 

display. Afterwards the food was donat-
ed to the local food bank run out of 
Springwater Church. 

At St Michael’s we are still taking a 
cautious approach and encourage people 
to wear masks and socially distance  
during our services. However, we have 
relaxed the strict regulations that were 
originally imposed and singing has  
returned. At the end of September, we 
celebrated the feast of St Michael. After 
a church service we had our first social 
gathering as a parish community since 
the start of the pandemic with just over 
40 people sharing a supper in the church 
hall. It was enjoyed so much people 
were reluctant to go home. 

Our thoughts are now beginning to turn 
to our celebration of Christmas with 
memories of last year when half the  

parish (Emmer Green, Caversham Park) 
were prohibited from travelling to the 
church when local restrictions were sud-
denly imposed. We are planning a 
‘Midnight’ Mass at 20.00 on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day Mass at 10.30. 
Please check our website nearer the time 
for confirmation of all our Advent and  
Christmas services. 

The parish of St Michael’s was founded in 
1947 and will be celebrating 75 years in 
2022. During the year we will tell you 
something about its history and intend to 
have events at which you can visit and 
look around the church and learn some-
thing about our parish community. That 
said, you don’t have to wait until then to 
put your foot across the threshold, you are 
welcome at any time.  

It is hard to believe we are already near 
the end of 2021. What a couple of years it 
has been!  

Here at Springwater there have been many 
changes one of which was the launch of 
The Spring Café. We’ve loved watching 
so many people come and enjoy the deli-
cious food and coffee and look forward to 
more of you joining us when you can. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.00-14.00, and 

Wednesdays 12.00-14.00. Shaw Floor-
ing have generously donated a wonder-
ful new floor for the Café and children’s 
area in the church. A huge thank you to 
them. 

The Foodbank continues to thrive thanks 
to the help of amazing volunteers and 
generous donations from churches, 
schools and individuals. During the Har-
vest season we were inundated with 

wonderful goodies, all of which will go to 
homes where they are needed. Thank you 
to all who gave. 

We will be having our outdoor Carol Ser-

vice on 24th December as we did last year 

and would love to see as many of you as 

can make it. Dress up warmly! Time to be 

decided – check out our website nearer the 

time. 

The Peppard News Editorial team would like to say thank you and wish a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all our distributors: 
 
Andy, Ann, Annie, Cherry, Christine, David, Eddie, Hilary, Hilda, Jocelyne, June, Kate, Lisa, Liz, 
Louise A, Louise G, Mary, Mia, Michelle, Rhona, Sherryl, Sue and Tim 
 
It is this merry band of volunteers who deliver your copy of Peppard News to your door come rain or 
shine. 
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Peppard Diary 

Sunday Services at Springwater 
(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 

Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

Christmas Services 

Friday 24th December 

- Christmas Eve 

16.00 All Saints’ Carols on the Common 

 16.00 Christ the King Christingle service 

 23.00 St John the Baptist Midnight Mass 

Saturday 25th December 

- Christmas Day 

09.00 All Saints’ Holy Communion (said Book of 

Common Prayer) 

 11.00 All Saints’ Christmas Carol service 

Sunday 26th December 09.30 Christ the King Benefice Eucharist 

 
Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services:  

All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  
Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 

In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin which provides up to date information 
on services – contact Rev’d Sheila Walker on swalk2@btinternet.com to be added to the list of 

 

DECEMBER Fri 24 Springwater Church/Carol Service 

Sat 4 Wyfold RDA/Christmas Fayre/12.00-15.00   St Michael’s/’Midnight Mass’/20.00 

  SCCS/70th Anni Christmas Gala/MECE Shc/19.00 Sat 25 St Michael’s/Mass/10.30 

   JANUARY 

Mon 6 RPPC/Council Meeting/Pavilion/19.00 Wed 5 Peppard School/Term starts 

Tue 7 Peppard Sch/KS1 Nativity Mon 10 RPPC/Finance&Staffing/Pavilion/18.30 

Wed 8 WI/Christmas Party/PWMH/14.00 Tue 11 Hort Soc/Life with Plants/Zoom/19.30-21.00 

Thu 9 Greenshoots/Festive Fundraising/Manor Farm/09.00-

16.00 

Wed 12 WI/TBA/PWMH/14.00 

Fri 10 Film Club/Mamma Mia/01491 628492/19.00 Fri 14 Film Club/The Hundred Foot Journey/01491 

628492/19.00 

  Greenshoots/Festive Fundraising/Manor Farm/09.00-

16.00 

Mon 17 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 

Sat 11 Greenshoots/Festive Fundraising/Manor Farm/09.30-

14.30 

Wed 19 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 

Mon 13 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 FEBRUARY 

  Hort Soc/AGM/cehs561@gmail.com/19.15 Sat 5 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/01189723609/19.30 

Wed 15 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 Wed 9 WI/TBA/PWMH/14.00 

Fri 17 Peppard School/Term Ends Mon 14 RPPC/Full Council/Pavilion/18.30 

  Peppard School/Christingle/All Saints’/18.30 Wed 16 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/01491 681780/12.00 

Tue 21 SC Library/visit by Zoolab/01189722448/09.30 Fri 18 Film Club/The Grand Budapest Hotel/01491 

628492/19.00 

Wed 22 FoSCL/SC Library/Christmas nibbles/14.00 Mon 21 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 

FISH Office. 0118 972 3986   (Mon-Fri, 09.30-12.00) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 

Harmony Choir/PWMH/Thursdays 13.15/01491 629982 

 
Full details of all these events can be found on the website. 

www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/5977
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk


Omitted Article 

This term started with lots of new faces 
and the return of some old ones.  Our role 
play area has so far been turned into a 
space station, a farm shop and a woodland 
clearing, complete with a tent and 
‘campfire!’  The first half term investigat-
ed autumn, National Space Week and  
Hallowe’en, amongst other things.  We 
have completed lots of lovely craft activi-
ties including hedgehogs, witches’ hats, 
snowy owls, fingerprint trees and spiders. 

During the rest of the term we are looking 
forward to Christmas and all the lovely 
sparkly crafts we will be preparing, and 
we are also hoping to perform our  
Nativity play this year to all the nursery 
families.  Tracy Westall-Reece of Red 
Kite & Doe will be making our famous 
individually named Christmas stockings 
again, which always look so lovely on the 
Christmas tree, and are a beautiful keep-
sake for the children. 

The children enjoy Playball with Coach 
Matt, Tennis with Ollie from Teach Me 
Tennis, French and Music with Chez from 
Starlight MDV and cooking with Mrs Bun 
every week, along with our weekly trips to 
Forest School with Laura Rushby, Forest 
School Leader. 

Our Babes in the Woods sessions on 
Wednesday and Friday mornings continue 
to be popular.  These need to be booked 
for each half term and include freeplay 
and a music session.  Please follow the 
link if you would like more information: 
www.highmoornursery.co.uk/stoke-row
-play-group 
We are also now running a creche session 
from Stoke Row Pavilion for two hours on 
Monday mornings.  These are for children 
aged three months to two years and also 
need to be booked in advance.  The link 
below provides booking information: 
www.highmoornursery.co.uk/highmoor
-creche 

If you would like to arrange a show 
around for the academic year 2022/2023, 
or information about any of the above, 
please give us a call on 01491 642162 or 
email me on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk. 



Unabridged Articles 

Since the last issue of Peppard News, 
RPPC has held ten Public meetings – four 
main council and six planning meetings. 

The lockdown restrictions have ceased 
and now all meetings are held in the 
Sports Pavilion: details regarding future 
meetings can be found on our website and 
on the village notice boards. 

At their meetings, the planning committee 
considered, monitored and reached deci-
sions on 107 applications, reporting on 
these to SODC (South Oxfordshire Dis-
trict Council). 

SODC refused planning permission for 
the Little Sparrows retirement village, 
which was to be located on AONB land 
on the edge of Sonning Common, along-
side the border with the Rotherfield Pep-
pard parish. The inspector subsequently 
appointed by the Secretary of State over-
turned this decision. SODC then applied 
for a judicial review and this was rejected 
so they are now appealing this decision.  
We understand that for the appeal to suc-
ceed, a judge would have to conclude that 
a different inspector could have reached a 
different decision given the information 
available and, also, would take account of 
any updated information.  

While the RPPC Councillors understand 
that the five-year housing land supply 
data is a matter that is being raised and 
SODC are drawing attention to the fact 
that the inspector did not have the latest 
information, there are a number of other 
issues where the inspector has reached 
questionable conclusions and RPPC have 
written to SODC to make sure that their 
lawyers are raising these. These are as 
follows: 

1.  The inspector will have been provided 
with data relating to the requirement 
for retirement homes in the UK. This 
data will have been prepared by con-
sultants engaged by the developer and 
will have indicated an increasing de-
mand for retirement complexes. The 
inspector appears to have ignored the 
fact that there is a glut of retirement 
homes in the UK that are empty and 
proving difficult to sell on – a simple 
review on the internet proves this 
point. Has the inspector properly in-
vestigated this? Has he robustly ques-
tioned the consultants appointed by 
the developers on the conclusions 
from the data they have presented to 
him?  

While the US and Australia are used 
as examples to indicate there is cur-
rently a greater retirement complex 
uptake, the evidence strongly suggests 
that the UK does not appear to be fol-
lowing, to the same extent, this trend. 
The fact that the UK elderly population 
are more reluctant than ever to relin-

quish their independence and move to 
retirement complexes has not been 
fully considered. Has the inspector 
looked at the growing trend to have 
care provided at home? Given the 
ability of Government to apply lock-
downs which subject the elderly resi-
dents of these retirement complexes 
to rules exercised by the retirement 
home managers and administrators, 
there is going to be an increasing re-
luctance to move to such complexes.  

2.  The developers have incorrectly indi-
cated to the inspector, and indeed 
reinforced this point in an article to 
the Henley Standard (issue of 27 
August 2021), that the local popula-
tion will benefit from this develop-
ment. This is quite incorrect. Stuart 
Garnett, a senior executive of In-
spired Homes, was questioned on 
this during the inspection. He was 
very clear that the Sonning Common 
development was only for an elite / 
wealthy section of the population of 
the UK – that is their business plan. 
The cost of these units and the large 
monthly management fees would 
exclude any person dependent on 
Government support or any elderly 
person of modest means. The result 
of this is that the development would 
bring in about 200 aged wealthy indi-
viduals (probably in their late 
70s) into Sonning Common with 
minimal uptake of the units from the 
local population.  In effect the in-
spector is taking AONB land, there 
for the current enjoyment of residents 
of Sonning Common and surround-
ing parishes, making it available for 
about 200 wealthy individuals who 
will come in from outside the area. 
The reality is that the benefit to the 
local population will be minimal. 
The inspector has disregarded this 
reality.   

3.  Given that about 200 elderly individ-
uals will be brought into the proposed 
retirement complex, almost all from 
outside the area, there are serious 
implications for the local surgery. 
There are currently 23% of over 65-
year-olds registered with the Sonning 
Common surgery. This compares 
with an average equivalent of 16% 
for surgeries in Oxfordshire and 15% 
in West Berkshire. While the devel-
oper dismisses the impact of this on 
Sonning Common indicating that the 
NHS will adjust funding accordingly, 
it is clear the Sonning Common has 
no reasonable ability to expand to 
cope. The inspector has failed to com-
prehend that the reality will be that 
medical provision for members of the 
local population will deteriorate with 
resources being reallocated to care for 

the incoming aged residents of the pro-
posed retirement complex.  

4.  The additional impact that the planned 
development of Caversham Park (ex-
BBC site) into a retirement complex 
will have on the area has not been 
properly considered. Given this will be 
another large-scale retirement complex 
only two miles down the road, it will 
further increase the ageing demograph-
ic of the area with the associated addi-
tional call on the resources of the local 
surgery. This is another matter the In-
spector has also not properly consid-
ered. 

5.  The Inspector has exercised his powers 
to override the protections afforded to 
an AONB on the basis that it is debate-
able that the area the proposed complex 
will occupy really qualifies as AONB. 
While there is no doubt that the resi-
dents, the local parishes and SODC 
believe the land is undoubtably AONB, 
one person is given the power to simply 
override this. There has been no viable 
reasoning given. This is an objective 
point – by any reckoning the land in 
question is AONB. The inspector’s 
judgement on this is very questionable. 

6.  Constructing a complex of 133 units 
and all the additional support buildings 
with the only access being a country 
lane, which only has sufficient width 
for one vehicle at several sections indi-
cates that no serious thought has been 
given to this issue. The articulated ve-
hicles and heavy lorry traffic required 
to build such a large development will 
require the construction of an addition-
al lane with further impact on the 
AONB. The inspector has failed to 
properly consider this issue and his 
judgement on this issue is suspect and 
must be questioned. 

The residents of the local parishes remain 
very angry that local democracy and the 
planning restrictions that would normally 
prevent the construction of a complex of 
this scale in AONB have been overturned 
in this way. It certainly undermines the 
planning process. RPPC are pushing 
SODC to make representations to central 
Government that a decision by one single 
inspector that overrides the normal plan-
ning and local democracy requires serious 
reform. There needs to be a panel of at 
least five inspectors in these cases so that 
all factors in reaching decisions are 
properly considered and tested. With such 
large sums of money involved in projects 
of this nature, this approach would allow a 
greater degree of transparency to support 
the decisions being reached. SODC have 
responded positively to RPPC on this mat-
ter and indicated they will be pursuing 
this. 



Apart from two significant items, RPPC 
remains broadly in line with the budgeted 
categories set for 2021/22 (set by RPPC in 
November 2020). The two significant 
variances from the budget are as follows: 

1.  The other income includes a CIL 
(Community Infrastructure Levy) 
amounting to £11,052, being a receipt 
from SODC relating to the construc-
tion of two properties within the par-
ish.  

2.  Repairs undertaken on the benches 
within the parish. This unbudgeted 
expenditure amounts to £2,166. 

The budget set and the current forecast cash flows of RPPC for 2021 /22 are set out below alongside the forecast for 2022/23.  



Unabridged Articles, cont’d 

Schools are social places and educating 
our students in how to behave towards 
each other is such an important part of our 
‘mission’. Therefore, as a part of this pur-
suit, I was delighted to sign our agreement 
recently to become a Duke of Edinburgh 
Award school. Students who embark on 
this programme will volunteer, learn new 
skills, perform physical activities and 
complete an expedition. We can’t wait to 
get going after Christmas! 

Our social side has also been seen in some 
of our recent events. In the last few weeks, 
we have attempted to restore the school to 
a near normal way of working. It has been 
so much better for our sense of community 
for all the students to mingle together, to 
queue with each other and work together. 
The contented noise of the quad at the 
centre of the school, with Year 7s playing 
table tennis through to Year 11s sat or 
stood in groups discussing the day’s 
events, is so much better than the 
‘bubbles’ and partitions we had before the 
summer. 

It has also meant that we have been able to 
host visitors back on site for the first time 
since early March 2020. In recent weeks 
we held six open mornings and an open 
evening. During these events we wel-
comed over 300 families of prospective 
students from Year 5 and 6 in the local 
area and this bodes well for the school and 
its future. We will have to wait a few 
months to get an idea of our numbers for 
next September, but the levels of interest 
suggest a much fuller Year 7 come the 
autumn of 2022. One thing that stood out 
in all these events was the feedback our 
student guides received as they were com-
plimented for their eloquence, appearance 
and enthusiasm. I am so pleased that so 
many of our students share the pride we 
have in our school and its rapid progres-
sion. 

I was also fortunate enough to hold a 
meeting with our local MP, John Howell 
when he came to visit us. During the ap-
pointment I was able to discuss a number 
of topics with Mr Howell including some 
issues we are having working pro-actively 
with Thames Valley Police and also how 
the government could support schools to 
operate in a greener and more sustainable 
manner. John also met some Year 7 stu-
dents who held a Q&A session asking him 
about his varied career, his work as a 
Member of Parliament and how the gov-
ernment makes laws and how it functions. 
John finished his visit with a tour of the 
school, and I was so pleased that he report-
ed that the school had been ‘transformed’ 
from his previous visit four years earlier. 

In addition, I invited our local primary 
headteachers for a coffee and tour just 
before half term. We were delighted to 

welcome representatives from six local 
schools. I thought it would be a great 
idea to get their thoughts on how our 
school is being viewed by local parents 
and teachers so that we can understand 
how to move forwards and satisfy the 
demands of our catchment area parents. 

Who knows what the next few months 
will bring but it has been so much better 
to run the school in more normal cir-
cumstances since September and I know 
that our students and staff have shared 
these feelings of positivity and oppor-
tunity. 


