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Welcome to the Autumn edition. We are looking forward to lots of new things happening in the new school year and also our new editors, Dex and Ellie, who will be replacing Lola and Max as they leave to go to their secondary schools. We wish them the very best for
the new school year.

This year’s Sports Day
was really fun. Everyone
was very excited because
this was the first Sports
Day in two years. Willow
won Sports Day by three
points. Oak came in a
close second, Beech came
third and Maple came in
fourth. Despite the 30º
heat, everyone tried their
best and really enjoyed
competing again.
We look forward to next
year’s Sports Day.

As Lola and I are leaving
Peppard Primary School, two
new editors are required to
replace us. Seven people
applied for the role and all
were brilliant candidates.
However, the two who got
the job were Dexter Mole
and Ellie Swanwick. They
will be joining the team in
September. We hope they
enjoy the job as much as we
have.

Willow team captain Imogen Cima
receiving the cup being applauded by Nick Steele

This year, Year 6 students and Mrs Watkins, our Springwood teacher, planned an amazing Leavers’ Assembly,
The Year 6s sang three songs, Reach, Days and I’m on My Way. Peppard and Greys classes sang Giants for the Year 6s. Highmoor
wrote poems for each leaver and read them out loud to them. The Year 5s made chocolate chip cookies for each Year 6 and gave them
to them.
The Year 6s finished their last year with an awesome Leavers’ Assembly and the traditional picnic on the common and water fight and
this year they were also treated to a tractor ride!
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
At the start of the school year, we learnt all about the Mars Rovers and what they do. I wrote an article about this for the Junior
Peppard News back in the winter edition. We are now building (a mini) Mars Rovers out of wood and other materials. We are even
making it so they can move!
We used wood to make the base and a saw to trim the wood to the correct length. We use electrical wire, batteries and a motor to
make it move. We were then allowed to bring in other materials from home such as cardboard or tin foil to decorate it any way we
like to make it look like our very own Mars Rover.
Some of them did not work at first try but we all kept on trying until finally most of them were moving effectively. We all really
enjoyed making Mars Rovers.

From left: Bethany Rancombe, Elsie Rancombe, Benedict Hall,
Eleanor Whittle, Elodie Jones, and Ted Kent

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

• Implants
• Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
• Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
• Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

At the end of June a group of Peppard School
pupils, past, present and future, joined other
young people to put on four performances as
Acorns Musical Theatre Company. They performed a series of Grimm fairy tales at White
Pond Farm in Stonor.
The youngest child was little Bethany Rancombe
who is just starting at Peppard this September.
She and her big sister, Elsie, played little elves in
The Elves and The Shoemakers and kids in the
story of the Big Bad Wolf. Elsie said, ‘It was really fun getting dressed up to act out the fairy tales
and I loved the songs and music. My favourite
tale was Clever Elsie!’ Ted Kent also performed
in these stories. He said, ‘I love Acorns because
I love acting with everyone, I’ve made lots of
friends. The teachers are really nice and performing in the barn was really special.’
Elodie Jones and Benedict Hall are slightly older
members of Acorns. They performed in Clever
Elsie, where Benedict played a pirate, and The
Fisherman and His Greedwife. Elodie wrote and
sang a song for the performance. Elodie said, ‘I
joined Acorns three years ago and have loved it
ever since. Everyone is really kind and the performances we do are so special. I love the fact
that I can write the lyrics of songs and then perform them.’
One of the Great Oaks of the group is exPeppard Pupil Eleanor Whittle. She and her sister, Francesca, have been with Acorns for many
years. One of her first performances was at the
Kenton Theatre in The Snow Queen. The children are involved right from the start in improvising sketches, physical theatre, writing songs and
playing music. She says that she ‘loves the family spirit and all encompassing approach that
Acorns provides to all involved, from tiny seeds
to saplings and oaks.’
The older Acorns also get to travel to Devon
where they put on a further show at Start Point
Farm. A very special event where old Great
Oaks who have moved on to university and jobs
return to join the children with their performance.
It’s great to see such creativity and enjoyment
from all our Peppard Acorns from big to small.
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Last term Highmoor class went on a school trip to the Earth Trust to learn about our subject, the Romans. Here are some
of our favourite memories:
My favourite parts were the walk and being a Celt. The walk was through lovely
scenery. We saw cows. Millie named one Blackberry and I called one Daddy. We
walked through long grass and flowers but there were also stinging nettles and
some spiky plants. Being a Celt was very different. Half the class were Romans
attacking us as Celts defended the hill fort. We learnt all about some of the ancient objects that they have at the Earth Trust and how the defence of the hill fort
worked. We had a lot of fun!
My favourite part of the trip was when we were making the bread because it tasted really nice. It barely took any time at all. There were only two ingredients, flour
and water. All you have to do is mix up a small amount of flour and a little less
water. Then you cover one end of a stick in tin foil and then wrap your bread
around it and cook it over a fire. It’s as simple as that!
My favourite part of the trip was when we did fire lighting because it took ages to
make a spark. To make a spark you had to use a fire steel. It was so hard. Once
we had made a spark in our group we made a bigger fire. It took ages to get the
fire lit. To make it we use cotton wool, hay, kindling and big bits of wood

Eliza Morris making bread

My favourite part of the trip was being a Roman and attacking the Iceni tribe who
were defending the hill fort. We had to attack up a really steep slope to get up to
the top of the hill. It was very hard but we got there in the end!
These are the things that made this the best trip of our lives. I hope we go back
another time to learn about something else.

Towards the end of the summer term, Year
6 went on a residential trip to Embers
Camping in Henley. In September at the
start of the school year, Years 5 and 6
normally go on a residential to Wales, but
due to COVID, that hasn’t been able to
happen.
At Embers Camping, Year 6 got to share
two big bell tents; one for the boys and one
for the girls. We learnt lots of new and
exciting things such as kayaking, archery
and fire lighting. We all enjoyed the
facilities it had to offer us such as an openair restaurant, toilet block and a shower
block. Being so close to the river, we were
able to have fun and play different games
on the dinghies like pirates, last to fall off
and also just jumping into the river. This
was a great way to finish our years at
Peppard.

Year 6 enjoying Embers Camping

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
• Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3.00pm term-time only
• Full and part-time places
• Fully government funded sessions available
• Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a showround.

Babes in the Wood
•
•
•
•

Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Monday and Wednesday mornings 9.30am-11.00am
Soft play, baby area, toys, books and music
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162

