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Remember—we’re on-line too! 

Wyfold RDA (Riding for the Disabled 
Association) is proud to announce that 
one of its longest standing volunteers, 
Pippa Hughes, has been awarded an MBE 
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours’ List as 
‘The Founder of Carriage Driving and 
Original Member, Wyfold RDA. For  
services to people with disabilities’.  

We are very proud of her as, now in her 
80’s, she has been a volunteer at Wyfold 
for over 50 years, helping to set it up in 
the 1970s and introducing carriage  
driving. She has shown amazing dedica-
tion to our charity and has always played 
a big part in its growth and  
development. Pippa is still an active  

volunteer but shuns the limelight and all 
publicity. However, she is an inspira-
tion to all of us and, as it is very  
prestigious for our little charity, gave 
her permission to let us make this  
announcement. 

Pippa said, 'The award came as a  
complete surprise, so much so that I 
deleted the first email completely as I 
thought it was a scam! I am pleased to 
accept it on behalf of all the dedicated 
volunteers who have been so supportive 
through the years and also for my late 
husband, Phil, whose dealings with the 
Health Authorities ensured that we 
achieved the goal of a purpose-built 

centre'. 

We now have two Presidents’ Awards for 
Zara Campbell-Harris and Pippa Hughes, 
the highest award the RDA can give, two 
Volunteer Awards from Oxford Council 
for Pippa Hughes and Adrienne Heriot 
and now an MBE for Pippa. What a  
celebration we are going to have at our 
50th Anniversary on Saturday 25th  
September at Phyllis Court where our 
speaker will be Vicky Thornley, Olympic 
rowing finalist and the fastest female 
sculler in British history (and former 
showjumper). 

For more information see 
www.wyfoldrda.org.uk 

 

We are a happy group of people who 
work together as a team to produce  
Peppard News on a quarterly basis.  

Would you like to join us? We need 
someone to manage our e-mail system - 
write replies or forward to the appropriate 
team member and then, every three 

From left: Linda Potter (Trustee), 
Pippa Hughes, Zara Campbell-Harris 

and Adrienne Heriot 

months, request and follow up on contri-
butions for each issue of the newspaper. 

Or, if this is too much time commitment 
then perhaps you would like to assist our 
Advertising Manager once a year. 

Contact peppardnews@gmail.com or 
phone 01491 629996 if you are interested. 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 
www.peppardprimary.co.uk 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 149 years. 
01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

Wow – what a year it’s been! Although 
we have not been able to do as much as 
we normally would at this time of year, 
we have enjoyed the summer term and of 
course, the children have done lots of 
learning!  We managed to stay open 
throughout!  

With Wales still in lockdown, our Year 6 
residential trip had to be cancelled for the 
second time (it would usually take place 
in September) but we were able to re-
organise it. We were very fortunate that 
the instructors came to us from Wales. 
The children had a wonderful time, start-
ing with an eight mile hike from Sonning 
to Henley along the river and ending up 
camping at Embers Camp Site for two 
nights. They had lots of fun on and off the 
water and were all exhausted when they 
were handed back to their parents. 

We welcomed the new Reception children 
who came and enjoyed a morning playing 
outside with their new class mates: we are 
very pleased to be full once again. 

In our last week, we crammed a lot in to 
the remaining days including a whole 
school boat trip on the river in Henley 
followed by rounders and a picnic on Mill 
Meadows, our annual Sports Day and then 
on the last day of term, once again we 
held our Leaving Assembly on the  
Common followed by the usual family 
picnic. 

Sadly, we said goodbye to a long standing 
member of our team, Miss Jessica  
Tillotson, who is off to teach at a school 
nearer her home: we wish her well in her 
new placement.  We also said a fond fare-
well to Mrs Vanessa Smith who helped 
out through the various lockdowns. We 
were very grateful to her for stepping in.  
Vanessa now has a full time teaching post 
at Kidmore End School. 

We are looking forward to a relaxing 
summer and hoping for some normality in 
September! 

This past year has disappeared with three 
lockdowns and sadly no social or fund-
raising events whatsoever. Peppard 
School, as ever, has been amazing and 
the children have still had a fantastic 
year even though the ‘fun’ events have 
not happened like the Valentine disco, 
the Christmas Fair and many more.  

We, at FOPS (Friends of Peppard 
School), have been incredibly lucky and 
had some kind donations especially from 
the local parish council. We have also 
now set up ‘easyfundraising’ so have 
donations coming from there to help, 
given the lack of events.  

The fundraising and donations have  
enabled us to get new Chromebooks for 
the school so now every child has their 
own device when doing IT lessons and 
we have also bought new books for the 
KS1 library. 

The school year finished on 22nd July 
and we were very excited that, having 
changed Sports’ Day to 21st, we ended 
the year with a bang and were able to 
host our usual BBQ for all parents to end 
this difficult year on a high.  

There are also things to look forward to 
at the start of the next school year in 
September. Peppard School was opened 
150 years ago and we are hoping to cele-
brate this sesquicentennial at the begin-
ning of the new term having had to 
change our plans from this summer. 

After three years of being chair of FOPs, 
I am standing down at the end of this 
term. I have enjoyed every minute and I 

just wanted to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to 
all parents and staff, and especially to Mr 
Steele and Mrs Hilton, for all the support 
that they give. It is very much a group 
effort and our family feel that this is what 
makes Peppard such a special school. I am 
sure the new Chair will do a fantastic job 
and please do continue to support us.  

Whilst we all look forward to the summer 
holidays with relish, there will be many 
already excited for the next new school 
year when, hopefully, with restrictions 
being lifted, our events can start again. 

I have regularly extolled the virtues of 
MECE (Maiden Erlegh Chiltern Edge 
school) and how much it has changed. 
However, please do not just take it from 
me! I have used this article to let some of 
our students speak for themselves: 

James B - Year 11- Former Head  
Student: My favourite experience of 
school has to be the Christmas produc-
tions; seeing all the students, from all year 
groups, working together with staff to put 
on an incredible show. 

Harriot B – Head student (Year 10): 
When I first joined, I felt welcomed  
instantly and didn’t get too lost, but when 
I did people were always polite enough to 
offer their help. 

Akshaye D - Head Student (Year 10): 
My favourite aspect about our school is 
the amazing close-knit community. We 
support each other which improves the 
overall atmosphere and learning environ-
ment, so we have the best opportunities to 
thrive.  
Matt B – Year 7: I really love the school 
and the teachers, they make students feel 
safe and not have to worry about coming 
into school. They take bad behaviour very  
seriously at MECE and the teachers put so 
much effort into their classes and stu-
dents. MECE is an amazing school. 

Eleanor C - Year 7:  One of the best 
things about MECE is that all the teachers 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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are friendly and supportive. Another thing 
is that the school is very diverse with 
clubs such as netball, rounders, fitness, art, 
history, eco club and many more.  

What pleases me most is that these view-
points cover aspects that I hope are most 
important to parents: teaching, relation-
ships, behaviour and extra-curricular op-
portunities. 

Hi Peppard News! My name is Bethan 
Toward, I am 14 years old and I’m  
currently doing my Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. I started in March 
through my current school (Gillotts). 
Before I went to Gillotts, I was a pupil 
at Peppard Primary School. During my 
time there, I was fortunate enough to be 
a Peppard News Junior Editor which 
was such an honour! My sister, Heather, 
has finished in Year 6 at Peppard, and 
we both had a wonderful time at the 
school and were sad to say goodbye. 

I started volunteering at Greenshoots on 
the 5th March 2021 for the voluntary 
section of my DofE and needed to  
complete a three month placement. 
However, I enjoyed it so much that I 
decided to continue after completing 
my goal.  

After just over four months, I have 
made so many friends and have such 

happy memories. Everyone that goes there 
is so lovely, funny, exciting and I am so 
lucky to have met them! 

I chose Greenshoots because I really love 
to be outside. It's so rewarding to watch 
the seeds you plant grow into beautiful 
flowers. I also think that Greenshoots is 
such an incredible charity because it gives 
adults with learning disabilities opportuni-
ties to enjoy the world, feel safe, socialise, 
and take responsibility and pride in them-
selves as well as their work. 

When I'm at Greenshoots I work with the 
trainees which means there’s a lot of talk-
ing! I usually do a range of tasks; for  
example, watering, potting on, weeding, 
preparing the soil, planting seeds, etc.  

I always knew I wanted to achieve a DofE 
award because of my grandad who worked 
for the scheme for over 35 years and spent 
many years helping to transform the 
scheme to make it accessible to all, partic-
ularly enabling young people with disabil-
ities to participate. I think he is such an 
inspiration and I really wanted to take part 
myself. 

I hope that after reading this I have  
persuaded you firstly to check out  
Greenshoots, maybe even help there! And 
secondly, to join the Duke of Edinburgh 
scheme. Both have been a fantastic experi-
ence so far and I can’t wait to continue. 

For one of our Young Achievers, we chat-
ted with Max Claridge. Not only is Max a 
Junior Peppard News Editor, and one of 
our school team captains, he is also amaz-
ing at maths! Whilst in Year 6 (aged 11) he 
was supposed to sit his GCSE. Because all 
GCSEs were cancelled this year, he did a 
mock GCSE maths exam instead and got a 
grade 8 (which is awesome because the 
highest mark you can get is a 9!). 

Max has always enjoyed maths, even in 
Reception. The more challenging the bet-
ter! He said ‘studying for the GCSE was 
hard work and sometimes a bit stressful 
because we did the whole course in one 

year.’ Max was mostly taught maths 
during Year 6 by Mr Pyatt and said he 
found algebra quite easy and enjoyed it, 
but found geometry tricky because there 
are so many different rules to remem-
ber! 

Max also sat the 11+ exam for Reading 
Boys School and was successful in get-
ting a place. He said ‘the 11+ exam was 
easier than the GCSE. I was quite  

nervous doing the exam because I 
really wanted to go to Reading Boys 
so I really wanted to do well.’  
Unfortunately, Covid meant that the 

exam had to be rearranged which Max 
was disappointed about because he real-
ly wanted to get it over and done with. 

Max is very excited about going to sec-
ondary school but is also quite nervous 
as he doesn’t know anyone else going. 
He says he will miss his friends and 
teachers and playing on the common 
but, that being said, he is ready for the 
next step.  

Good luck Max - we will miss you!  

Our Young Achievers 



The Councils 
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Providing quality homecare since 1968 

 

0118 334 7474 

0118 334 7474 

Parish Council 
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger 

Tel: 07595 551391 
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillor: Jo Robb 
01235 422520 

Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30 
in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 
concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times. 

It’s been a year since I last wrote on this 
subject and the large volume of enquir-
ies I receive suggests readers would 
welcome an update on the proposed 
gigantic, mile-long, bridge that would 
extend the A329(M) into Oxfordshire. 

Those who have recently moved into 
the area might like to read my earlier 
articles (www.peppardnews.co.uk: 
Current & Past issues – Autumn 2019 
and Autumn 2020) which explains the 
project and its background. 

In my last article I reported on Reading 
Borough Council’s Transport Strategy 
Consultation of summer 2020 where the 
council stated that the bridge remains 
one of its top transport priorities. This 
has the backing of a government organi-
sation called Transport for the South 
East. As part of the strategy, Reading 
Borough Council introduced a new  
concept called the ‘North Reading  
Orbital’, in recognition of the flaws in 
its earlier bridge proposal (no specified 
mitigation measures for traffic arriving 
in Oxfordshire). Don’t be fooled by its 
name – this road would be entirely in 
Oxfordshire; it would start where the 
bridge would land at Caversham Park 
Road, then sweep around Emmer Green, 
pass near Kidmore End, then join the 
A4074 at Cane End.  

When responding to the consultation, 

both OCC (Oxfordshire County Council) 
and SODC (South Oxfordshire District 
Council) detailed major concerns about 
both the bridge and the North Reading 
Orbital proposals. 

In December 2020, the proponents of the 
bridge decided to have another go at  
getting around £1m funding for the  
obligatory Outline Business Case (a  
diagram is included on Page 17 of the 
website version of Peppard News). In 
order to achieve this, they sought to get all 
relevant local authorities to agree to a 
Joint Statement to be submitted to the 
Department for Transport (DfT). OCC 
reluctantly agreed to do this ‘for a seat at 
the table’ but SODC refused to sign this 
statement.  

I have recently learnt that far from fund-
ing the OBC, DfT now wants the earlier 
Strategic Outline Business Case (SOBC) 
upgraded and in any case is reluctant to 
pursue the project unless it is supported 
by all parties. So, in the absence of fund-
ing to upgrade the SOBC and with no 
unanimous support, the bridge project is 
sunk for the immediate future. 

I will update this article again when there 
is more news. 

Even though it is not in our parish, the 
parish council strongly opposed the appli-
cation by Inspired Homes to build Little 
Sparrows, an estate of 133 residential 
units (retirement homes) and parking for 
143 cars, on land adjacent to the  
Johnson Matthey car park on Blounts 
Court Road. Our main objections were 
that a) the development would extend into 
the AONB and, b) the resulting traffic 
increase from residents, care workers and 
hospitality providers all accessing the site 
from Blounts Court Road would be hugely 
detrimental for neighbouring residents. 
SODC refused the application but Inspired 
Homes appealed the decision. RPPC was 
closely involved with Sonning Common 
Parish Council in objecting to the applica-
tion and appeal and Joe Berger, our Chair-
man, spoke against it at the Planning  
Inquiry. The Planning Inspector’s decision 
overturned SODC’s refusal of planning 
permission. The main reasons for this 
were that, firstly, the Inspector did not 
accept SODC’s five-year housing supply 
figures; and also, that some parts of the 
AONB are not beautiful enough to protect. 
This effectively undermines the credibility 
of SODC’s recently approved Local Plan. 
SODC dispute the Inspector’s conclusions 
and have confirmed that, in their view, 
South Oxfordshire has a five-year  
Housing Land Supply of 5.33 years, not 
the 4.21 as found by the Inspector.  
Accordingly, SODC’s position (as con-
firmed by their legal advice) is that their 
Local Plan 2035 policies remain intact and 
up to date and all planning decisions 
should be made in line with that plan. 
SODC have promised further updates on 
this matter and we can only hope that they 
will see fit to challenge the decision. 

Up to 7th June this year, we have actively 
considered 47 planning applications: most 
have been by individual householders but 
three have related to much larger develop-
ments, i.e. Little Sparrows and applica-
tions to build seven new houses on the 
Greylands site on the corner of Shiplake 
Bottom and the B481 and also four new 
houses near the Dog golf course, next to 
the site of the proposed new Peppard 
School. RPPC has objected to both these 
latter applications. 

We are also vigorously pursuing SODC’s 
Enforcement Team due to lack of action 
over a number of planning condition  
violations and development without  
planning consent. 

• You must be an elector over 18yrs 

• You must be a Commonwealth or  EU 
citizen 

• You must have resided in Rotherfield 
Peppard, or within three miles or  
occupy as an owner or be tenant of land 
or premises from 1st October 2020 

In accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1972 notice is hereby given that a 
casual vacancy has occurred in the office 
of councillor for Rotherfield Peppard  
Parish Council. 

Applicants should write to the Parish 
clerk (clerk@rppc.org.uk) if you wish to 
be considered for co-option onto the  
Parish Council with the reasons why and 
confirm that you are qualified to be a 
member. 

If you wish to be put in touch with a  
current councillor to better understand the 
role prior to making an application then 
please email the clerk. 

Decisions will be made on Monday 11th 
October 2021, so all documentation will 
be required by 30th September.  
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Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events, 
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding 

07958 371770 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 

Know Your Councillor 

There are many benefits that come with 
owning a dog but there are also respons 
ibilities too which include cleaning up 
after your dog. Please be aware that it is 
an offence not to clean up after your dog 
or leave used dog waste bags anywhere 
other than an appropriate bin. Under the 
Dog Fouling of Land Act 1996, allowing 
your dog to foul can result in an on-the-
spot fixed penalty notice fine of £50 and  
incorrect disposal of dog waste bags, e.g. 
not putting them in the bin, can result in 
an £80 fixed penalty notice fine. If fines 
are not paid, cases can be escalated to 
court resulting in fines of up to £1,000.  

There are some council owned litter bins 
within the parish. These can be used for 
both litter and dog waste bags – you do 
not need to find a specialist dog waste 
bin. You can also put dog waste bags in 
your black general waste wheelie bin so 
if you cannot find a bin or bins are full, 
please take them home. 

Waste collection services right across the 
country have been disrupted over the past 
few weeks. Both nationally and locally, 
this is due to a shortage of HGV drivers, 
as a result of the pandemic and Brexit, 
who are needed to drive our waste collec-
tion vehicles. We also have a number of 
waste collection staff who are self-
isolating due to the government’s Track 
and Trace system. 

We are therefore suspending the garden 
waste service for a month to allow the 
crews to prioritise food waste, recycling 
and general waste collections. We will 
review the situation at the end of August. 
Keep an eye on the Peppard News website 
for further announcements. 

We aim to honour our commitment to 
provide a minimum of 20 collections a 
year. Because of  our extra-large garden 
waste collections in the spring and  
autumn, we don’t envisage this year being 
any different, so nobody should be out of 
pocket.  

It was the lockdown that brought it all 
home to Jim when he realised how  
incredibly lucky we all are to live here. 
Wanting to make a small difference to 
this community, he decided to volunteer 
for the Parish Council. He believes it is 
the little things that affect our daily 
lives – for example, he thinks that more 
dog bins around the village would be a 
good thing. Equally, he is concerned 
about some of the bigger things too like 
the need for increased safety at the 
Stoke Row Road/Gallowstree Common 
crossroads that saw yet another serious 
accident at the beginning of July.  

Jim sits on both the Planning  
Committee and the Finance Committee 
and is also Deputy Chairman – he 
doesn’t find this too onerous and  
devotes possibly a couple of hours a 
week to council business. Very  
concerned about the new planning laws 
he feels that, more than anything, a  
sensible balance is required. He cites 
Sonning Common as an example of a 
village that worked hard to develop a 
Neighbourhood Plan that has since been 
apparently ridden roughshod over. The 
need for more housing is something he 
recognises and yet understands that 
there is a responsibility to protect our 
AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty).  

Jim has worked from home for several 
years now; this enables him to capitalise 
on his environment – he loves the coun-
tryside.  He runs several times a week, 
having formerly run marathons and 
ultra-marathons, and walks his dog  
daily. Part of his reason for joining the 
Parish Council was to look out for the 
countryside: he doesn’t think that things 
should stand still but, on the other hand, 
we still need to protect what we have. 

With his wife and their two children, 
Jim moved to Peppard six years ago. At 
that time, he worked for British Gas at 
their HQ in Reading and had just  
returned from overseas; they liked 

South Oxfordshire and so searched for a 
house in this area. Finally, they bought an 
old house in Colliers Lane, demolished it 
and built their own house. During this 
enterprise they lived in rented accommo-
dation but, nevertheless, it was a time-
consuming and sometimes nerve-
wracking project. Jim enjoys gardening 
and particularly enjoys working in what 
once was an old overgrown garden. The 
garden evolves the whole time and he 
frequently discovers old plants that must 
have been put in the ground 30 or 40 
years ago. 

Jim has worked in the energy industry for 
many years and has lived in several  
different locations around the world; his 
last assignment was in Brisbane,  
Australia where he lived for three and a 
half years, prior to that they lived in  
Singapore and before they had children, 
they lived in Thailand. 

Having left British Gas, Jim, now 52, 
became a consultant in the natural gas 
industry for corporate clients. He says 
that transition to green energy, whilst 
vitally important, needs to be realistic and 
achievable.  As we work towards more 
renewable and zero carbon energy (with 
the aim of 100%), electricity still needs to 
be delivered reliably and affordably - and 
people still want electricity. 

As a family they enjoy the outdoors and 
recently returned from a holiday in Filey 
Bay on the Yorkshire coast. Luckily, they 
had lovely weather and were able to walk 
their dog along miles of empty beach. 
They also enjoy more distant locations 
and like to visit places of interest, ancient 
sites and enjoy different cultures.  Jim 
says that he enjoys the beach as much as 
anyone but likes to combine it with some-
thing a bit more active - when the family 
were on holiday in St Lucia, for example, 
he and his daughter went off to climb one 
of the Pitons. 

Let’s hope that he continues to expend 
that sort of energy as a councillor to help 
our village. 
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The walk was more challenging than  
expected – and disappointing.  Only six of 
us signed up to do the South West Coast 
Path Challenge, which was difficult for 
the organisers: six participants need only 
two guides – but the section of path on the 
itinerary needed three guides so they  
decided to alter the route: instead of St 
Ives to Penzance, via Land’s End, we 
walked from Porthleven to Land’s End, 
and a part of the north coast. I was  
extremely disappointed. 

On the Saturday we walked from 
Porthleven to Penzance: 16 miles. It was 
very hot with no wind and one of our 
group had to give up and join the support 
vehicle. The five of us (+ guide) walked 
on, with frequent breaks for water and 
snacks, and to admire the views, and after 
over eight hours of walking, we got to 
Penzance and climbed gratefully into the 
minibus.  

The Sunday was a cooler, cloudier day: 
we started in Mousehole and our destina-
tion was Land’s End - 13 miles away. The 
path was steeply undulating from the start, 
with uneven steps up and down the cliffs, 
and was very overgrown. There were 
times when we couldn’t see the sea at all! 
Nine hours later we arrived at Land’s End, 
exhausted. 

Monday was wet, but the path from 
Portreath to Hayle was well-used and we 
were able to stride out in spite of the rain 
and wind. However, the majority decision 
was to stop after only six miles. Thank 
goodness our first two days had been dry! 

So I only managed 35 miles, but it was 
more challenging than I expected, and my 
legs felt the strain. Thanks to all who have 
sponsored me, and you can still do so, by 
cash or cheque (payable to the ‘Institute 
of Cancer Research’), or online at: 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
RosemaryDunstan6-21 

Peter Hemphill was the first GP in, what 
was then, the small village of Sonning 
Common. He set up house at Springhill 
in 1950 where he built, what was, one of 
the first purpose built surgeries in the 
area. There was no pharmacist in the 
village and so all the medicines were 
dispensed by Peter from a small  
dispensary.  

A good old fashioned family doctor, he 
had endless time for his patients and 
was known, once he had examined you 
at home, to then sort out your bedside 
light if it wasn’t working properly. He 
established a branch surgery in a room 
in a house in Binfield Heath and on 
Tuesdays and Fridays would set off with 
all the patients’ notes in two large bread 
baskets. If wanted later, he could some-
times be found having a late lunch in the 
Bottle and Glass.  

But the small village of Sonning  
Common was starting to grow and by 
the mid-sixties there were four separate 
housing estates going up in the village. 
In 1962 Tom Stewart joined him and in 
1965 I arrived, at the same time as Dr 
Hubert Pim retired in Peppard. All this 
necessitated changes – a new consulting 
room had to be built and in 1970 the 
practice moved into the new Health 
Centre. A nursing treatment room and 
Health Visitors’ office were added and 
the secretarial staff expanded. It was to 
Peter’s credit that he absorbed all these 
major changes with equanimity. He  
retired in 1985 at the age of 65 and lived 
to be 101, although increasingly blind in 
later years. 

Clinics will take place this autumn but 
we are waiting for further guidance and 
results of current research into whether 
flu vaccinations can be given with a 
Covid booster before planning our flu 
clinics in detail. 

It is important that patients over 65  
receive their pneumonia jab before  
winter which can be booked via  
reception. For more information see 
www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.
uk  and village notice boards. 

There is a fantastic team of volunteers 
who take clients of the Sonning Common 
based FISH Volunteer Centre to their  
hospital, medical or medically related  
appointments. There is also the FISH  
minibus that runs regular shopping and 
leisure trips. In normal times, FISH  
organises monthly tea parties held in  
Sonning Common village hall that are 
greatly enjoyed by all. 

But there are still many people in the area, 
including Peppard, who, for all sorts of 
reasons, are lonely or isolated and would 
greatly benefit from more social contact. 
This is where the Home Visiting Service 
comes in – our small team of dedicated 
volunteers spend time each week with 
their own allocated client. They may go to 
their home for a chat and a cup of tea, and 
in time may choose to take their client out 
for a coffee, to a garden centre or perhaps 
accompany them to a FISH tea party. 

Just one hour a week would make a world 
of difference to someone’s life. Can you 
spare some time to become a Home  
Visiting Volunteer? 

If you are interested then call the FISH 
office on 0118 972 3986 or e-mail  
office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk and 
your enquiry will be passed on to me, the 
Home Visiting Co-Ordinator. 

Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

As of 30th July 2021:14,347 patients from 
Sonning Common Health Centre have had 
a Covid vaccination either directly from 
the practice or at a mass vaccination site. 

1st Vaccination = 7616 – 89% of our adult 
population 

2nd Vaccination = 6751 – 79% of our adult 
population 



Junior Peppard News is published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Friends of Peppard School and Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is 
distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard.  It is also available by e-mail. 

Editors: Max Claridge, Amber Kriefman and Maisey Neave-Tubb and Lola Wilde, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU 

 e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com    website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk 
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631 

Printed by Herald Graphics 

Page 7 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Junior Peppard News 
Welcome to the Autumn edition. We are looking forward to lots of new things happening in the new school year and also our new edi-
tors, Dex and Ellie, who will be replacing Lola and Max as they leave to go to their secondary schools. We wish them the very best for 
the new school year.  

This year, Year 6 students and Mrs Watkins, our Springwood teacher, planned an amazing Leavers’ Assembly, 

The Year 6s sang three songs, Reach, Days and I’m on My Way. Peppard and Greys classes sang Giants for the Year 6s. Highmoor 
wrote poems for each leaver and read them out loud to them. The Year 5s made chocolate chip cookies for each Year 6 and gave them 
to them. 

The Year 6s finished their last year with an awesome Leavers’ Assembly and the traditional picnic on the common and water fight and 
this year they were also treated to a tractor ride! 

This year’s Sports Day 
was really fun. Everyone 
was very excited because 
this was the first Sports 
Day in two years. Willow 
won Sports Day by three 
points. Oak came in a 
close second, Beech came 
third and Maple came in 
fourth. Despite the 30º 
heat, everyone tried their 
best and really enjoyed 
competing again. 

We look forward to next 
year’s Sports Day. 

 

 

As Lola and I are leaving 
Peppard Primary School, two 
new editors are required to 
replace us. Seven people 
applied for the role and all 
were brilliant candidates. 
However, the two who got 
the job were Dexter Mole 
and Ellie Swanwick. They 
will be joining the team in 
September. We hope they 
enjoy the job as much as we 
have. 

Willow team captain Imogen Cima  
receiving the cup being applauded by Headteacher, Nick Steele 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

At the start of the school year, we learnt all about the Mars Rovers and what they do. I wrote an article about this for the Junior 
Peppard News back in the winter edition. We are now building (a mini) Mars Rovers out of wood and other materials. We are even 
making it so they can move! 
We used wood to make the base and a saw to trim the wood to the correct length. We use electrical wire, batteries and a motor to 
make it move. We were then allowed to bring in other materials from home such as cardboard or tin foil to decorate it any way we 
like to make it look like our very own Mars Rover. 
Some of them did not work at first try but we all kept on trying until finally most of them were moving effectively. We all really 
enjoyed making Mars Rovers. 

At the end of June a group of Peppard School 
pupils, past, present and future, joined other 
young people to put on four performances as 
Acorns Musical Theatre Company. They per-
formed a series of Grimm fairy tales at White 
Pond Farm in Stonor. 

The youngest child was little Bethany Rancombe 
who is just starting at Peppard this September. 
She and her big sister, Elsie, played little elves in 
The Elves and The Shoemakers and kids in the 
story of the Big Bad Wolf. Elsie said, ‘It was real-
ly fun getting dressed up to act out the fairy tales 
and I loved the songs and music. My favourite 
tale was Clever Elsie!’ Ted Kent also performed 
in these stories. He said, ‘I love Acorns because 
I love acting with everyone, I’ve made lots of 
friends. The teachers are really nice and per-
forming in the barn was really special.’ 

Elodie Jones and Benedict Hall are slightly older 
members of Acorns. They performed in Clever 
Elsie, where Benedict played a pirate, and The 
Fisherman and His Greedwife. Elodie wrote and 
sang a song for the performance. Elodie said, ‘I 
joined Acorns three years ago and have loved it 
ever since. Everyone is really kind and the per-
formances we do are so special. I love the fact 
that I can write the lyrics of songs and then per-
form them.’ 

One of the Great Oaks of the group is ex-
Peppard Pupil Eleanor Whittle. She and her sis-
ter, Francesca, have been with Acorns for many 
years. One of her first performances was at the 
Kenton Theatre in The Snow Queen. The chil-
dren are involved right from the start in improvis-
ing sketches, physical theatre, writing songs and 
playing music. She says that she ‘loves the fami-
ly spirit and all encompassing approach that 
Acorns provides to all involved, from tiny seeds 
to saplings and oaks.’ 

The older Acorns also get to travel to Devon 
where they put on a further show at Start Point 
Farm. A very special event where old Great 
Oaks who have moved on to university and jobs 
return to join the children with their performance. 

It’s great to see such creativity and enjoyment 
from all our Peppard Acorns from big to small. 

From left: Bethany Rancombe, Elsie Rancombe, Benedict Hall,  
Eleanor Whittle, Elodie Jones, and Ted Kent  



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3.00pm term-time only 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a showround. 
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Babes in the Wood 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday and Wednesday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books and music 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 

My favourite parts were the walk and being a Celt. The walk was through lovely 
scenery. We saw cows. Millie named one Blackberry and I called one Daddy. We 
walked through long grass and flowers but there were also stinging nettles and 
some spiky plants. Being a Celt was very different. Half the class were Romans 
attacking us as Celts defended the hill fort. We learnt all about some of the an-
cient objects that they have at the Earth Trust and how the defence of the hill fort 
worked. We had a lot of fun! 

My favourite part of the trip was when we were making the bread because it tast-
ed really nice. It barely took any time at all. There were only two ingredients, flour 
and water. All you have to do is mix up a small amount of flour and a little less 
water. Then you cover one end of a stick in tin foil and then wrap your bread 
around it and cook it over a fire. It’s as simple as that! 

My favourite part of the trip was when we did fire lighting because it took ages to 
make a spark. To make a spark you had to use a fire steel. It was so hard. Once 
we had made a spark in our group we made a bigger fire. It took ages to get the 
fire lit. To make it we use cotton wool, hay, kindling and big bits of wood

My favourite part of the trip was being a Roman and attacking the Iceni tribe who 
were defending the hill fort. We had to attack up a really steep slope to get up to 
the top of the hill. It was very hard but we got there in the end! 

Towards the end of the summer term, Year 
6 went on a residential trip to Embers 
Camping in Henley. In September at the 
start of the school year, Years 5 and 6  
normally go on a residential to Wales, but 
due to COVID, that hasn’t been able to 
happen. 

At Embers Camping, Year 6 got to share 
two big bell tents; one for the boys and one 
for the girls. We learnt lots of new and  
exciting things such as kayaking, archery 
and fire lighting. We all enjoyed the  
facilities it had to offer us such as an open-
air restaurant, toilet block and a shower 
block. Being so close to the river, we were 
able to have fun and play different games 
on the dinghies like pirates, last to fall off 
and also just jumping into the river. This 
was a great way to finish our years at  
Peppard. 

 

Year 6 enjoying Embers Camping 

Last term Highmoor class went on a school trip to the Earth Trust to learn about our subject, the Romans. Here are 
some of our favourite memories: 

Eliza Morris making bread 

These are the things that made this the best trip of our lives. I hope we go back another time to learn about something else. 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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For up-to-date information about the  
Sonning Common Health Walks please 
check the website 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.
uk or phone Chris Brook on: 0118 924 
2515 

The Nettlebed and District Commons 
were established for the purpose of  
public recreation and leisure: you may 
walk, cycle, or ride a horse anywhere on 
the commons, but there are limits to these 
pursuits conducive to public safety and 
conservation. 

For three years now, mountain biking has 
presented NDCC (Nettlebed &  
District Commons Conservators) with a 
growing dilemma on Peppard Common. 

It’s very difficult to know exactly what 
we’ll be doing in the next few months as 
the Covid restrictions in libraries are  
being relaxed very gradually indeed. 
However, we do have some diary dates: 
Saturday 30th October: Hallowe’en  
Stories and Crafts, 10.00-11.00 in the 
library (suitable for 4-10 year olds), Sat-
urdays 11th and 18th December: Christ-
mas Stories and Crafts, 10.00-11.00 in 
the library (suitable for 4-10 year olds). 

For up-to-date information about library 
activities please contact the library direct 
(0118 972 2448 or e-mail sonningcom-
mon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk) 

Library opening hours should be  
completely back to normal by the time 
the Peppard News is published. 

Back in the spring the Trustees and I  
really looked forward to opening your hall 
again in July; we were able to resume a 
number of the activities that, due to the 
Covid virus, we had been unable to host. 

Since the relaxation of rules, we have 
hosted the children for many activities on 
the outside lawn area. We will also be 
welcoming them back for their Summer 
Camp days during the summer holidays. 

As many of you will already know, we 
have to announce that, sadly, our Booking 
Manager, Maggie, passed away recently. 
She will be greatly missed having been 
involved with the hall for many years. 

We are progressing well with our new  
on-line booking system which should be 
up and running very shortly. More about 
this in the next issue of Peppard News. 

We arranged for the complete redecora-
tion of the interior of the hall which was 
done during the first two weeks of August. 
Additionally, we installed a new audio/
visual overhead projector and state of the 
art sound system, together with WiFi and 
broadband. Your hall, in its 100th year, is 
now really well into the 21st century with 
equipment to help more people to enjoy 
the great facilities we have to offer.   

A new venture at the hall could be the 
Shed project being considered by the 
FISH Volunteer Centre. See the article by 
Sheila Maughan for more information  

Whilst heartening to see young moun-
tain bikers out enjoying themselves, this 
more extreme form of the sport presents 
unacceptable public risks, and the  
constructed jumps, banks and landing 
facilities damage the common. In  
addition, bushes and small trees, includ-
ing three of four remaining junipers on 
Peppard Common, have been cut down 
to create bike trails. Some of these trails 
cross public footpaths that are in  
constant use. The majority of the young 
people involved show courtesy and  
understanding; however, appeals to 
moderate these activities have been  
ineffective, largely because different 
groups are involved at different times.  

To allow this pursuit to continue, NDCC 
investigated establishing a designated 
mountain biking area, properly  
controlled as a members’ club, and fully 
insured through British Cycling. Even 
so, NDCC’s insurance underwriters 
viewed certain risks as uninsurable in a 
public setting. Primarily because access 
by uninsured non-members could not be 
prevented, with some riders being at risk 
of serious injury. Accordingly, NDCC 
posted notices banning mountain biking 
on this part of the common and accept 
no liability for damages or injury  
incurred by anyone ignoring them. Also, 
work is in progress to dismantle the 
main earthworks. Regrettably, to the 
young bikers, this will have a whiff of 
‘Bah humbug’ about it.  

Finally, wouldn’t it be better if the  
individual(s) who persistently removes 
our notices contacted NDCC instead 
(clerk@nettlebed-commons.org) to give 
us their solutions to this problem? 

 

Things are gathering pace for us: more of 
our trainees are back and we have seen 
many new and returning customers 
through the spring and summer. We aren’t 
open on Saturdays now, but you can still 
visit on weekdays 09.00-16.00 

We desperately need volunteers in the 
coming months to help with a huge  
variety of tasks. Whatever your skills 
there is something for you, even if you 
can only spare the odd hour or two. 

We are holding a Summer Raffle, drawn 
on 18th September, with some great prizes 
including a trip in a vintage aeroplane and 
would love to sell you some tickets. Or 
perhaps you could sell some on our  
behalf to your friends and neighbours? 

We have another ‘Bag2School’ collection 
on 22nd October and would gratefully re-
ceive any clothes, bags, belts, handbags, 
shoes you could bring us, or items – jew-
ellery, coins, ornaments, etc., we might 
sell to raise much need funds.   

If you have time, please get in contact 
01491 628933 or visit: 
www.facebook.com/greenshoots96  
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It is with regret that, as a practice, we have 
decided once again to postpone the 50th 
Birthday celebration until June 2022.  
Although big national events are happen-
ing, Covid rates continue to climb and 
whilst we are still supporting social  
distancing, mask wearing and trying to 
reduce the number of people in the Health 
Centre, to host a big open house event this 
year does not seem the safest or most  
appropriate thing to do.  

We want this event to be a time of  
celebration and enjoyment but with the 
business and clinical demands currently 
on the practice this is not possible. We 
want it to be an all-inclusive celebration 
but don’t wish to put anyone at added risk 
of Covid. We will be agreeing a date next 
June to hold the event when hopefully we 

Prior to the Covid epidemic, I was in  
Sonning Common Village Hall at one of 
the FISH monthly tea parties when it  
occurred to me that 99% of the people 
there were women with only two or three 
men; I thought ‘Wouldn’t it be nice if 
mostly men have somewhere to gather, do 
something and have a chat?’ 
Thus, the idea was born and I joined the 
UK Men’s Shed Association which start-
ed in Australia in 1999. It has since spread 
worldwide and there are now many Sheds 
up and down the UK: I should hasten to 
add that ladies do attend too. I perceived 
establishing a local Shed as an additional 
part of the FISH Volunteer Centre’s work 
in the community whereby like-minded 
people meet, share their worries, their 
skills and knowledge and gain a renewed 
sense of purpose and belonging: a place to 
pursue practical interests in perhaps 
woodwork, metalwork, or creating, repair-
ing and restoring items. It is also about 
social interaction and a bit of banter over 
a cup of tea. 
The project is progressing nicely so now 
we wish to make people aware of our new 
initiative and if you think you would be 
interested in joining, please forward your 
details to me on 0118 972 3423 or email 
sheila@arnewood.org 
We are in need of funds specifically for 
this new venture to go ahead so should 
you be able to help out, no matter how 
small your donation, we would be more 
than grateful for your help. 

This team of six ladies, all in their  
fifties, aim to swim the English Channel 
in relay. The name Marvels is an acro-
nym of their first names, Marika, Alaine, 
Rebecca, Vicky, Elizabeth and Lee. 
They met through the Henley Open  
Water Swimming Club; Marika Perkins 
and Rebecca Bell both live in Peppard. 
Supporters of the Charlie Waller Trust 
which promotes mental health and 
awareness, they will be looking for 
sponsorship for their Channel swim (you 
can go to www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/thamesmarvels). An  
attempt earlier this year had to be  
abandoned part way through due to 
rough weather but they will try again, 
probably next year. 

In the meantime, in July the ladies  
individually took part in the Ullswater 
Chillswim, a 7.5 mile endurance swim. 
Rebecca says ' It was a tough swim,  
taking anything between 4.5 and 6 hours 
each to complete. I'm pleased to say we 
all managed it. Not for the faint hearted! 
We all swam in skins and the water was 
a balmy 20 degrees.' 

We look forward to reporting on the 
team's successful Channel swim in due 
course! 

My late grandfather was an RSM 
(Regimental Sergeant Major) in the 1st 
Royal Berkshire Regiment during WW2.  

In amongst his possessions I have a letter 
from Mrs E Wayman of ‘Kingwood’, 
B&B Sanatorium, Peppard Common dat-
ed 8th August 1940. The letter is thanking 
him for being with her husband Cpt[?] E 
Wayman when he was wounded. It also 
mentions her brother-in-law L/C  
Lackenby. I think it refers to the evacua-
tion at Dunkirk. 
I wonder if there are any descendants of 
the Waymans or historians in the area who 
would like this letter for their family  
history?  

If any readers can help, please contact us 
on peppardnews@gmail.com and we will 
forward your response on to Mr Pottinger. 

Reader’s Letter 

will be able to truly celebrate life after 
the pandemic in a safe and relaxed man-
ner. A new ‘save the date’ will be post-
ed soon. 

Sadly, with the recent death of Dr Peter 
Hemphill, one of the founders of the 
Health Centre over 50 years ago, it 
seems appropriate to postpone but also 
to recognise, next June, the huge  
contribution to the history and success 
of the practice he made.  

The members of the PPG (Patient  
Participation Group), being patients 
themselves, totally understand the wish 
for the return of the normal face-to-face 
consultations at the Sonning Common 
Health Centre. In line with national  
advice, patients are currently asked to 
phone and book a telephone consulta-
tion with a doctor who will phone back 
at a specified date/time. During the  
appointment the doctor will assess 
whether the patient should come in for 
further exploration of the problem or 

physical examination. Currently this  
provides the safest and best service to 
patients - it is regrettable but it is not  
sensible to move back to face-to-face  
appointments just yet. 

Even if patients have had the two anti-
Covid vaccinations, they could still carry 
and transmit the virus.  If this happened 
during a visit then any other patients  
present would have to self-isolate as 
would the staff, thus reducing the number 
of appointments available. We are sure 
that the huge majority of patients appreci-
ate the problem but, unfortunately, we 
understand that a small minority become 
aggressive and even rude when the  
reception staff explain the procedure. This 
is most unfair to them and we hope that 
this article makes clear that the telephone 
consultation is for the benefit of all under 
these difficult circumstances. 



Clubs and Societies 
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Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-
fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 
others who may wish to apply, please call: 

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245) 

PIANO LESSONS 

From an Experienced Tutor 

Ex-Concert Pianist 

 

 

 

 Call ANNA 
07568 377731 

On 19th June, the Green Gym finally  
returned to normal with single work  
parties and no limit on the number attend-
ing. People no longer need to book to 
come – you can just turn up. What’s 
more, you no longer need to bring your 
own refreshments – tea, coffee and cake 
are all provided! We hope that there will 
be no more regulations that force us to 
change our working arrangements again. 

Our clients across South Oxfordshire want 
to see us back – there is much work to do. 
We’re constantly being told we’re an 
obese nation and we can see the problems 
that being overweight brings.  

So, if you have been thinking it’s time to 
get moving, why not now? We’d love you 
to join us. If you have any questions our 
new Secretary is Martin Rhodes on 0118 
972 4228. Or visit our website. 
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk.  

To all members and friends – I hope  
everyone is well. How marvellous it is to 
return to some sort of normal life and get 
back together as we used to. Our next 
lunch is Wednesday 15th September at 
12.00 noon. We look forward to seeing 
you. 

We are hoping to be able to open again 
in October when we plan to screen the 
three films that were voted on for last 
year but never shown due to the pandem-
ic. They are: Notting Hill, What We Did 
On Our Holiday, and Mamma Mia Here 
We Go Again! And the new projection 
and sound system will have been  
installed by then.   

We are planning our Open Day at  
Peppard Tennis Club on Sunday 12th  
September. This will be a chance for 
members, and anyone else interested, to 
come along and see what goes on.  

Our coaching team will be available to 
talk about what we can offer, and there 
will be fun games of tennis and a free 
BBQ. We start at 10.00 with the food 
served from 12.00. Please call 07799 
295653 if you need any more infor-
mation. The courts are behind the Red 
Lion pub.   

We also have the new term of coaching 
by Teach Me Tennis starting from  
Monday 6th September.  

For the first time in over a year, our  
members were able to meet again at the 
beginning of June outside the Peppard 
War Memorial Hall – almost all our  
members attended and it was such an  
exciting reunion after so long. We were 
very fortunate in the weather being on our 
side, with umbrellas used as sun shades, 
rather than wind or rain barriers.  

We enjoyed a fun fashion show of the 
knitted jackets, coats and jumpers sewn 
together from the simple squares that 
many of the members had made in the 
depths of the lockdown winter. Each 

By the time Autumn comes around it is 
hoped that the club will be back in action 
on the Reading & District Table Tennis 
League.  

Current plans are to enter seven teams 
across the four main divisions with three 
in the top division, One in Division 2, one 
in Division 3 and two in Division 4. 
Much will depend however, on player 
availability and those willing to give it a 
go despite any ongoing risks of Covid. 

Matches take place at the Peppard War 
Memorial Hall, Gallowstree Road, where 
limited practice sessions will continue 
throughout the summer prior to the return 
of the League action in September. 

Anyone interested in joining the club can 
contact me, the club secretary, at 
n.maltby587@

y 

garment was colourful and practical, and 
showed the creativity of those who had 
put them together. They will be sent to 
Knit for Peace a charity for refugees, 
with the aim that these practical 
garments will be useful and symbolic of 
support and hope.  

Fortuately our second meeting went 
ahead in July, this time inside the hall, 
with our usual events and the ’flower of 
the month’ table was especially joyful. 
Barbara Carr gave a natural and well 
presented talk about finding lost 
relatives. 

We hope that everyone will be able to 
keep in touch during the summer until 
we can all meet again. If interested in 
joining us in the future please contact 
Beth on 0118 972 3335. 

 

But we have to sound a note of caution at 
this stage: although the regulations  
regarding COVID have been removed, we 
are being advised to be sensible around 
people gathering together indoors. So it is 
possible that we will have to reduce the 
number attending and the situation seems 
to change from day to day.  

Please make sure you are on the  
e-mail list to be up to date with any 
changes or check on the website 
(www.peppardrevels.org.uk) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THE 
JOBS 

AROUND YOUR HOME 
 
 

MR F1X-IT  - Handyman / Property Services 
 

Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273, 
or call evenings 0118 972 3004 
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com 

for a free quote and call out 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

Six sessions of Walking Netball for 
Adults will be run by Active Leaders at 
Sonning Common Primary School on 
17.30 -18.30, Mondays 6th September 
through to 11th October with the focus on 
skills, drills and fun on a smaller court at a 
gentle pace. £40 for all six sessions. 

For more competitive players on a full 
court also at the Primary School: 
Tuesdays 7th September through to 12th 
October, 17.30-18.30. £40 for the six  
sessions. Further details contact  
amanda@activeleaders.co.uk 

Summer is the time for getting outdoors, 
keeping fit and having fun: playing  
tennis achieves all of these. 

We are very lucky in that we have a 
number of tennis clubs nearby you can 
join that have the facilities that enable 
members to meet up with other players 
and also compete in tournaments. We do 
not offer this, but what we can  
provide is the use of two excellent  
quality hard courts that can be played on 
all year round. 

The Society will resume their in-house 
rehearsals in September. The choir, which 
always welcomes new members, is a 
mixed choir of 100 voices singing all 
kinds of music from classic choral works 
to jazz arrangements and West End musi-
cals. 

Our new term starts on Monday 6th  
September at Maiden Erlegh Chiltern 
Edge School. If you are interested in join-
ing the choir or want to try some sessions 
with us, then please contact Anne, our 
Membership Secretary, on 07817 544532 
or look on our website 
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk 
to see more about us! 

Having resumed regular twice weekly 
sessions post the lifting of lockdown  
restrictions in May, Rotherfield Walking 
Football Club hosted a mini tournament 
at our Bishopswood home on 4th July in 
aid of Prostate Cancer UK. Clubs from 
Pangbourne, Chalgrove and Tilehurst 
were also represented with two teams 
each. The tournament was played in good 
spirit, and in accordance with the latest 
FA guidance on Covid 19 protocols.  

Both Rotherfield teams acquitted them-
selves very well, finishing third and 
fourth respectively. The event was very 
well supported and raised £840 for the 
charity. The chance to pit our skills 
against other clubs was greatly appreciat-
ed after such a long layoff, and hopefully, 
this is the first of many more friendly 
contests to come.  

Regular twice weekly sessions continue 
at Bishopswood Sports Ground on  
Mondays at 18.00 and Wednesdays at 
10.00. New members are always most 
welcome. If you are at all unsure about 
joining in, you are very welcome to come 
along, have a look, and chat with some of 
the squad. Alternatively contact Ian  
Massey at ian.massey28@gmail.com for 
more information.  

Our club is ideal for beginners and young 
families or anyone who simply wants to 
play tennis with their friends; you can just 
turn up and play in a casual and informal 
environment. 

Our season starts in April with annual 
fees of £40 for a whole family to play any 
time you like! Interested? Please contact 
us for more information: visit 
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org or 
email at  
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org. 

 

On 2nd September a new community 
musical group will get together and  
every week thereafter. We are called 
Harmony and we are already 57 men 
and women strong from local villages ... 
but it could include you! 

You do not have to be a Pavarotti or a 
Kathleen Ferrier – all you need is an 
enthusiasm to sing and a desire to be 
part of a harmonious team. There are no 
auditions, so no pressure; only a small 
session fee of £5 which includes expert 
tuition from our talented Musical  
Director, Anne Fairbrother, and social 
tea, cakes and biscuits after our vocal 
efforts. We all share a love of singing 
and unanimously agree that our name, 
Harmony, suitably represents not only 
how we want to sing but how we want 
to live our lives post-Covid. 

If this sounds like you, then come along 
on Thursday 2nd September at Peppard 
War Memorial Hall from 13.00 onwards 
and every Thursday thereafter. 

Do not be shy. If you are still unsure, 
call me on 01491 629982 and I will tell 
you how I always said ‘I cannot sing’ 
but now love singing either in the bath, 
shower or in Peppard War Memorial 
Hall. Come on, have a go Joe, Charlie or 
Mabel or Daisy or…..you! 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0118 972 4861 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Barbara Langdale 0118 972 1249 www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

Dear Friends 

It is a long time since I have written for 
Peppard News – it’s great to be back! 

I am conscious that I’m writing a letter in 
July for the Autumn edition, and I can’t 
see into the future any more than the rest 
of us.   

My hope is that we will have continued to 
move in a positive direction in terms of 
vaccination and trying to contain the 
Covid virus.  The impact on church life, 
like most other areas of life, has been 
severe and we long to get back to being 
able to meet for worship and fellowship 
without restrictions.  Do check the church 
website at for up-to-date information 
about church services and activities. 

We still don’t know what the future holds 
– now more than ever we have to learn to 
live with uncertainty.   

Although in some popular caricatures, 
Christianity is presented as giving people 
an infallible roadmap to life, the reality is 
more complicated.  Yes, we do believe, in 
the words of Julian of Norwich, that ‘All 
shall be well, and all shall be well, and all 
manner of thing shall be well.’  The thing 
is, the precise route to that future 
‘wellness’ is often not given to us.  I 
think this is what the Psalmist was getting 
at when he wrote, ‘Thy word is a lantern 
unto my feet: and a light unto my paths’.  
A lantern, illuminating the next few steps, 
and not a powerful searchlight seeing into 
the distance. 

Perhaps one way of accepting this  
uncertainty (which, after all, is a feature 
of the human condition, Covid or no 
Covid), is to appreciate the beauty and 
goodness that surround us, and which are 
like signposts and a present foretaste to 
the future ‘wellness’ of which Mother 
Julian spoke.   

For the period 2017/18 to date, the  
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust has 
donated nearly a quarter of a million 
pounds to county churches in need of 
funds for repairs to their church  
fabric. Indeed, All Saints’, in our own 
Benefice, was one of the beneficiaries 
(see www.ohct.org.uk for donation  
details). This is an extraordinary figure, 
largely made possible by the funds raised 
by riders and striders at the annual Ride 
& Stride event, which will take place this 
year on Saturday 11th September.  

The accumulated contribution made by 
the All Saints’ team since 2018 has been 
over £4,000 - an exceptional amount.  

As we come out of Covid restrictions we 
do hope that the All Saints’ core team 
will once again be prepared to take part 
this year. If you happen to know of any-
one who might be willing to join our 
team, then please get in touch with Nigel 
Downing (contact details below). 

There are all kinds of ways of approach-
ing Ride & Stride: some walk, others 
cycle - perhaps an electric bike will  
allow some to venture out on two wheels 
or to go further afield. Still others have 
been known to take a horse! Some stay 
local, and others travel to towns and 
churches they have never visited before, 
e.g. you could pick a town that you 
would like to wander around or get to 
know better, e.g. Wallingford, Abingdon 
or even Oxford (rich in churches and 
chapels) and make a day of it.  

The time frame is 10.00-18.00 and even 
if a church is not manned you can still 

score it as one visited.  

For further information you can contact 
me at nigel@mukiwa.co.uk or on 01491 
628509 

May God bless you richly this autumn – 
you will be most welcome at any and all 
our services, or simply to enjoy the 
peace of the church and churchyard. 

They never let us down – the hydrangeas 
on both sides of the church path at All 
Saints’ are now in full bloom and worth a 
visit all on their own. 

Despite the challenges imposed by the 
virus restrictions, it has been possible to 
maintain the grounds at All Saints’ to the 
same high standard that has now become 
regarded as the norm. Friday mornings 
always see a work party mowing, strim-
ming and blowing. 

And now what about this for a strange 
phenomenon:  in the last ten years, i.e. 
approximately 500 Fridays, it has only 
rained five times between 09.00-11.00 - 
someone is looking after us! 

Huge thanks go to the regular team of 
Henry Bell, Tim Langfield, Valentine de 
Haan and Dan Keeble, always encouraged 
by yours truly!! 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 
Parish Office:  0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Although Covid restrictions were eased 
somewhat during May, we decided that 
we would continue with the procedures 
introduced last year when churches were 
re-opened after the lockdown. We wish to 
keep our church a safe as possible for 
those who come together each week to 
worship God.  

It has been noticeable that as the vaccine 
rollout has continued more people are 
returning to church to participate as a 
community. Our live streaming continues 
and will probably remain for the benefit 
of our housebound parishioners. 

June/July tends to be the time of year 
when our young people, mainly from our 

primary school, make their first Holy 
Communion. Last year this important 
moment in the life of the parish had to 
be cancelled. We are pleased that it was 
able to will go ahead this year with can-
didates from last year as well as this 
year making their first Holy Commun-
ion.  

Extra Masses were celebrated so that 
social distancing was maintained. Un-
fortunately, congregational singing is 
still not allowed nor the traditional gath-
ering in the hall afterwards for refresh-
ments. Similar arrangements are being 
made for those unable to be Confirmed 
last year. 

 

Our Mothers’ Prayers group continues to 
meet regularly on-line and we have re-
cently started a weekly online Gospel 
Share. The latter is an opportunity to par-
ticipate in quiet, reflective prayer inspired 
by the coming Sunday’s gospel.  

Visits to take Holy Communion to the 
sick and housebound have now resumed. 

Despite the promise of restrictions being 
lifted, due to the uncertainty caused by 
rising infection rates, no other significant 
events are being planned.  

Up to date information and links to our 
YouTube channel can be found on our 
website.  

Spring and early summer 2021 saw a 
growth of happy activity around  
Springwater, with the joy of being able to 
meet up for services (as well as on-line), 
for breadmaking (Compassionate Loaf), 
for prayer, support and laughter (including 
the Aspire Women’s Group, the Steering 
Wheel Fellowship, and the Ark Mums’ 
and Toddlers’ group), and for good food, 

with the bustle of lunchtimes at the 
excellent Spring Café.   

Springwater continues to manage the 
Good Neighbour Food Bank, with the 
kind help of local volunteers and  
organisations. 

The café may be now closed for the 
summer and the leaders of the Ark may 

be taking a well-earned rest (both resume 
in September), but all other activities con-
tinue, and exciting events are planned for 
August and the autumn.  

We look forward to welcoming you at 
these (including on Sundays at 10.30); 
keep an eye on our website and local  
social media sites for updates. 
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Peppard Diary 

Sunday Services at Springwater 
(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 

Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services:  
 
All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  
Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
 
In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin which provides up to date information 
on services – contact Rev’d Sheila Walker on swalk2@btinternet.com to be added to the list of 
recipients 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

Thu 2 Harmony/Peppard War Mem Hall/13.00/01491 629982 Mon 11 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19.00 

Fri 3 Peppard School Term starts Tue 12 Hort Soc/Composting/SC Vill Hall/www.cehs.co.uk 

Sat 4 Hort Soc/Autumn Show/SC Vill Hall/14.00-16.00 Wed 13 WI/TBA 

Sun 5 Greys Court Fête from 12.00 Fri 15 Quiz/SC Village Hall/Tickets from SC Library 

Mon 6 Sth Chiltern Choral Soc/new term/MECE/07817544532 Mon 18 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 

Wed 8 WI/GP Golden Years/Dr Hasler/PWMH/14.00-16.00 Fri 22 Greenshoots/Bag2School 

Thu 9 Green Gym/Spring Wood/0118 972 4228 Mon 25 Peppard Sch/half term starts 

Sat 11 OHCT Ride & Stride/10.00-18.00/01491 628509 Fri 29 Peppard Sch/half term ends 

Sun 12 Open Day/Peppard Tennis Club/Starts 10.00 Sat 30 SC Library/Halloween/10.00-11.00 

Mon 13 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19.00 NOVEMBER 

Tue 14 SC Library/Writers Wkshop/Tickets required Mon 8 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19.00 

Sat 18 Greenshoots/Summer raffle/01491 628933 Tue 9 Hort Soc/Gilberts Dahlia Year/Zoom 19.30/www.cehs.co.uk 

Mon 20 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 Wed 10 WI/Greys Court - Barry Wood/PWMH/14.00-16.00 

Sat 25 Wyfold RDA/50th/Phyllis Court, Henley Mon 15 FOSC Library/AGM/Library/19.00 

Thu 30 Green Gym/Peppard Common/0118 972 4228 Mon 22 RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/18.30 

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986   (Mon-Fri, 09.00-12.00) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 

Greenshoots: 01491 628933 Wyfold RDA: 01491 680541 

Full details of all these events can be found on the website: 

www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events   
 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/5977
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

