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cattle. At the time of visiting there were
Restrictions on our lives over the last 15
130 beef cattle which included four
months, due to the pandemic, have been
bulls; one British Blue and three
tough on all of us and tougher for some
Limousins. The 360 ewes are the main
than others depending on our personal
responsibility of 24 year old Georgina
circumstances. But we must be grateful
who takes the night shift during lambing
that we live in the Chilterns Area of Outwhile her mother does the day shift. At
standing Natural Beauty and have
such a lovely area in which to get
out to walk and cycle. It's a well
known fact that being in nature is
good for us but it takes the hard
work of individuals and organisations to look after our surroundings,
i.e. the Chiltern Conservation Board,
the Nettlebed and District Conservators, the Green Gym and our local
farmers who are custodians of our
local countryside.
Like so many other local people
when out walking during the spring
this year and last I make sure my
route takes me past Gwen, the black
Berkshire pig, and the edge of the
field grazed by ewes and their increasing number of new lambs belonging to Kingwood Farm. If you
haven't been there, walk through
Zwartbles sheep. Photo by courtesy of Sandra Atkinson
the Daffodil Orchard opposite the
the time of my visit at the end of April
Unicorn pub on Stoke Row Road, through
most of the 500 or so lambs had been
the estate of houses built on the site of the
born with just 30 more ewes due to
former Peppard Hospital, through the peproduce. The sheep are mainly cross
destrian gate onto the grassland and the
breeds with some Beltex, Texels and
sheep will be seen in the field ahead of
Zwartbles, a Dutch breed which are
you. If you bear left, you will see the adblack with a white stripe down their
journing field where Gwen lives and confaces. Each ewe gives birth to a single
tinuing on from there will bring you out
lamb or twins and mainly rears them
onto Wyfold Lane.
without problems. The family are
The animals you see are just a small
currently bottle feeding eight orphan
portion of the stock belonging to David
lambs four hourly and 'topping up'
and Samantha (Sam) Hicks and their
another four whose mothers do not have
daughter Georgina who own Kingwood
enough milk. Like last spring the
Farm on Wyfold Lane. I went for a chat
weather has been very dry so the grass
with David and Sam to find out more
has not grown sufficiently to feed the
about the life of our local farmers.
sheep so the family have the expense of
buying food for their flock.
The family bought the 40 acre farm in
2014 having rented it for the previous 14
As if all this work wasn't enough the
years. They rent a total of another 100
family keep five horses; both Sam and
acres around the local area. David comes
Georgina ride. Wandering about the
from a local farming background; his four
farm are 45 chickens, 36 cats and five
adult children all remain in agricultural
ducks. Five collies are farm dogs and
jobs and his particular interest is the farm's
two golden retrievers live with the fami-

ly in the farmhouse.
David shears the sheep himself to keep
costs down as the wool brings in almost
no income. He manages to shear 40 to 50
a day and says that it's back breaking
work. Other farms in the local area have
had TB so it's a constant worry that
the next TB check will show that it
has spread to their farm which would
mean livestock cannot be sold and has
to be destroyed. Earlier in the year
they lost five pregnant ewes in a dog
attack.
So, where's the satisfaction in this
way of life? The family enjoy
showing their animals at agricultural
shows where they meet fellow farmers and get away from the farm for a
while. David enjoys chatting with
people who come to see the lambs in
the fields and feels good about the
pleasure his animals give to other
people. But it's certainly not a life for
the faint hearted!

Peppard News welcomes Rich Fisher as
our newest Team member. He has taken
on the role of Contributions Manager so
many of our contributors will have come
across his name already.
Rich has worked for over 20 years in the
rail industry in strategic planning and
improving collaboration between organisations. He has moved with his wife,
Katie, and two sons James (11) and
Andrew (8) from Caversham to be closer
to the countryside that they have grown
to love in South Oxfordshire. He is a
member of Reading Sailing Club (near
Sonning) and the whole family attend
Chiltern Evangelical Church in Sonning
Common.
Jennifer Smith remains in her role as
Secretary and keeps us all on the straight
and narrow and she also plays an
invaluable part in proof reading before
Peppard News goes off to the printer.

Remember—we’re on-line too!
Peppard News is a quarterly community newspaper published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free within the parish of Peppard. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Peppard News Publications or of the RPPC unless stated as such.
e-mail: peppardnews@gmail.com
www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Contributions accepted via e-mail or post to Rich Fisher, Highfield, 17 Stoke Row Road, RG9 5EJ Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Our Schools
We returned to school on 8th March and it
was great to have all the children in again!
We are almost back to normal albeit with
a few minor adjustments in line with
Department of Education guidelines. We
have even been able to resume our beforeand after-school clubs.
The teachers are now starting to book
school trips, both outdoor – one to Sutton
Courtney and one to Wittenham Clumps.
Let’s hope the weather holds for them.
We have also tentatively booked a
residential trip for our Year 6 children
who missed the usual trip which takes
place in September. They will be heading
to Pembrokeshire for three days at the
start of July. We have also now booked
the residential trip in September for the
next group of children who will be in Year
6 by then.
Of course, the most exciting event this
term was the arrival of a hot air balloon
landing on the Common right in front of
the school. The children were so excited
and Mr Steele let them all come out of
class to enjoy the spectacle. Our Team
Leaders took cups of tea over to the pilots
who very kindly invited the whole school
to join them on the Common for an
impromptu lesson on the history of hot air
ballooning. …. and then, to the children’s
delight, the pilot asked the children to help
get the balloon down! This they did by
banging the side of the balloon to get the
air out. Truly a wonderful experience for
all of us.
The Year 5/6 children took part in a Junior
Active Leaders Course run by the wonderful Amanda Watkins-Cooke from Active
Leaders who are based in Sonning
Common. The children had a wonderful
week designing and leading games for the
whole school. They gained skills that will
benefit them for many years to come.
Heading towards the middle of the
Summer Term and we are hoping to be

Peppard C of E Primary School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354
Headteacher

Nick Steele
Chairman of the Governors

Emma Turner
www.peppardprimary.co.uk
able to host our usual summer events
such as Sports’ Day, a New Parents’
Meeting and trial mornings for our new
cohort of children in Reception Class in
September. We are delighted that once
again we are full.

I have been the Headteacher for four
terms now and with the support of the
senior leadership team, am delighted
with the improvements made, borne out
by our recent Parent and Student Survey
results which came into school in late
April.
The results were very strong and we feel
so proud of the progress indicated: 97%
of respondents would recommend the
school to someone else, and 99% of respondents rated the school as good to
excellent. I was also delighted that 99%
of parents rated the quality of teaching
as good or better.
Of course, this doesn’t tell the complete
picture of the school but my daily
walkarounds, my weekly hot chocolate
feedback sessions with the students and
our visitor comments all point to a
significant improvement in the school,
how it is running and how it is
perceived.
However, we always want to hear other
people’s views so as I write this article
we are about to embark on a Quality

Assurance week with visitors from across
our Trust coming to the school to
observe lessons, meet students and hear
their views, meet Heads of Departments
and quiz them over their curriculum sequences and content. We can’t wait to
hear what they have to say!
It was with great pleasure that, on 15th
March, we resumed after-school clubs,
one week after schools reopened. It is
clear from the very positive attendance
figures for our maths clubs, art clubs,
dance clubs and sporting clubs just how
ready the students were for these extra
opportunities.
Alongside this we now have a number of
lunchtime clubs up and running again
such as Eco-Club (currently planting
saplings donated by the Woodland Trust)
and History Club which had almost 30
attendees at its first meeting. Our only
frustration is that inter-school fixtures
look unlikely for the time being but at
least we will have teams, who have been
coached and will be ready to go when the
time comes.
We are also very keen to resume our outreach work after the May half-term and
our science, art, performing arts and
maths teams will be visiting a number of
local primary schools over this half-term
delivering workshops, expertise and
enthusiasm to Years 4 and 5. Normality
definitely seems to be beckoning.
If you want to know more about the
weekly activities and events in the school,
please don’t hesitate to access our website
(www.maidenerleghchilternedge.co.uk)
and my ‘Headteacher’s Welcome and
Communications’ page in the Parents’
section of the website.

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements
Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc.
Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 149 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Our Young Achievers
Peppard School was lucky enough to have
a visit from a charity that supports a
school in Burundi. Following his talk, two
children decided that they would raise
money for this charity.

Maria Mangan Morse and Evie Crowther,
neighbours in Peppard and classmates in
school, gathered together all of their outgrown books, toys, and stationery and set
them all out on a stand outside Maria’s
house. They set up this stall on Friday 9th
and Saturday 10th April and sold their
belongings to raise money.
They raised £40.20 and a surprising 20
cents. This money is going to the charity
to help build school buildings and to buy
medicines. £3 allows the charity to buy
one bottle of medicine.
The enterprising girls don’t plan to stop
here. They are going to set up another stall
in the summer holidays selling cookies,
drinks and lots of food.
Maria and Evie said, ‘Some people in
Burundi are very poor so please donate
what you can, and visit our stall when it is
set up again!’

My Favourite Walk

Aren’t we the fortunate ones to live in
such a beautiful environment?
We moved to Kingwood over nine
years ago, mostly for our energetic dog
to have a garden to run around in.
Because of the dog we started walking
from our house in Stoke Row Road in
any direction and discovered we could
walk for up to two hours without
having to venture on to any road.
We moved here in the middle of January in a snow storm but, even then, we
could see the beauty in this area.
During the challenging times of the last
year, I am sure we have all been out
walking more than usual. For the first
few years here, we hardly ever met
anyone but other dog owners, then
lockdown started and it was all change.
Families with small children were on
paths in the depth of the woods, often
lost, I have to say.
Because of the frightening news in the
media, people were very courteous and
invariably stepped off the path so that
we all felt safer. It all seemed very
strange to start with but quickly became
the norm.
The joy I feel out walking every day
and watching the seasons change from
day to day cannot be overstated. We
have woods, commons, farms, and open
countryside all on the doorstep.
We must have 20 different walks that
we do on a regular basis, so no matter
from whatever direction the wind and
rain are blowing, we can find a route
that is comfortable. Of course, the time
between March and May are the most
beautiful.
From the first primrose to pop its brave
head out of the soil, you know spring
has arrived. The blossom and the
bluebells are really stunning this year
and one of our favourite walks is down
Colemore Lane past the Unicorn pub
and keep going to the blue house, you
can’t miss it!

Turn off the lane to the right and very
quickly it goes down quite a steep hill, at
the bottom you can look in any direction
and there are bluebells, it is quite spectacular.
You are in a narrow valley and for over
half a mile this colourful spectacle is on
steep hills either side of you. If you turn
right and keep walking through the
woods you will meet the road, which is
Colliers Lane; turn right and up a short,
steep hill and you are back at the
Unicorn and have earned a long cool
drink.
The other walk we do a lot is out of our
back gate and into Chiltern Wood. It
used to be the grounds and orchards of
Peppard Chest Hospital. There are still
beautiful trees there, if rather wild now cherry, plum and apple. All of which still
fruit and are enjoyed by the locals.
We also all enjoy the black pig whose
paddock borders the orchard. When we
first arrived here there were several
breading sows in there. The piglets often
escaped into the orchard and were
happily chased back to their pen. There
is just one sow left, she has been on her
own for several years now but she
appears to be quite happy; she has been
named Gwen, not sure by whom, but that
is what everyone calls her.
I have never been past when there isn’t
someone just leaving having left an
assortment of nice vegetables for her. I
think the prize for the most over-the-top
contribution is asparagus. When I said
‘Asparagus for a pig?’ to the lady
leaving it, the reply was ‘well she is a
Henley pig.’ She seems to love all the
attention and is just as happy to have a
nice scratch as to be fed.
I hope all the people who have enjoyed
the locality in the last year, will continue
to enjoy the countryside, wherever they
go.
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The Councils
Since the last issue of Peppard News,
RPPC has held seven public meetings:
there were four main council meetings,
two planning meetings and two finance
meetings.
Due to the lockdown restrictions all these
meetings were held on Zoom with the
public able to attend on-line. Details
regarding future meetings can be found on
the RPPC website and on the village
notice boards. Instructions have now been
received requiring that on-line public
meetings should now cease.
At the two planning meetings, the
Planning Committee considered and
reached decisions on 44 applications,
reporting these to SODC (South Oxfordshire District Council).
Following the death of HRH Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh, a on-line Book of
Condolence was forwarded on to
Buckingham Palace from Rotherfield
Peppard.
RPPC welcomed Jim Seaton to the
Council, a Chartered Accountant, resident
in Colliers Lane.
Personal household refuse continues to be
put into the public litter bins at the Sally’s
Pitch crossroads and other bins along
Stoke Row Road. RPPC are monitoring
this and will take action to prevent this
continuing. Given the regular collections
of household refuse there is no need for
this anti-social practice.

An Appeal has been made by Senior
Living (Sonning Common) Limited
and Investfront Limited in response to
South Oxfordshire District Council’s
decision to refuse planning permission
for the construction of Little Sparrows,
a retirement village consisting of 133
retirement homes on AONB (Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) land
adjacent to Blounts Court Road.
Both RPPC and Sonning Common
Parish Council are presenting to the
Inquiry and making strong representations that the decision to refuse
planning permission should not be
reversed.
The Appeal hearing ended in mid-May
and a decision will be reached within
26 weeks.

Parish Council
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger
Tel: 07595 551391
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com
Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane
Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE
Tel: 0118 940 6809
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillor: Jo Robb
01235 422520
Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times.

Peppard News would like to congratulate David Bartholomew on his recent
re-election as our County Councillor.
David has worked tirelessly on our
behalf since his original election in
2013.

The budget and actual cash flows of
RPPC for 2020 /21 are set out below

alongside the budget RPPC has set for
2021/22.
Main highlights of the RPPC Annual
Finance Report for 2020/21 (from 1st
April 2020 to 31st March 2021):
• Income for the year amounted to
£44,602 (2019/20 - £43,993), being the
precept of £41,000 and other income of
£3,602 (£2,602 of this related to a CIL).
Income for 2020/21 has been budgeted
at £42,000.
• Expenditure for the year was £45,412
(2019/20 - £42,761). The budget set for
expenditure in 2020/21 had been set at
£40,428. The excess over budgeted
expenditure of £4,984 was due to the
following unbudgeted costs:
• Expenditure on the phone box / defibrillator - £0.9K* (a further £0.4K
charge is expected in 2021/22)
• Contribution towards the refurbishment of Sedgehill Spring - £1.2K (but
Oxford County Council provided a
£500 grant which is included in other
income)
• Replacement of RPPC Clerk’s
computer and transfer of data - £1.1K
• Donations and Grants - £2.3K – this
included £1k payment to Sonning
Common Parish Council to assist
with legal costs associated with the
Sparrows Retirement development
and an increase in grants to local
school / charities.
• The unbudgeted expenditure was offset by £0.5K of savings – mainly
on audit/ professional fees (these
will be delayed into 2021/22).
It was anticipated in the 2020/21
budget that Gift Aid of £3,182,
relating to the refurbishment
project on the Sports Pavilion,
would have been recovered in
that year. The amount has been
claimed and it is now expected in
the early part of 2021/22.
For 2021/22 the budget set anticipates income of £42K (of which
£41K is the precept). Expenditure
is budgeted at £43.3K. The cash
balance forecast for 31st March
2022 is £39.7K.
*K is from the Greek word
Kilo which equals 1,000
0118 334 7474
A larger version of this table can
be viewed on the Peppard News
website

Providing quality homecare since 1968
0118 334 7474

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Snippets

Peppard People
st

Choir of which he was Chairman.
Membership of this choir enabled him to
sing in cathedrals across the country. He
also acted as Librarian for the Henley
Choir Festival, ensuring the procurement of music from the Oxford Music
Library.

Robin, who died on 31 March after a
short illness at the age of 80, hailed from
County Durham. He sang as a chorister at
Durham Cathedral followed by secondary
education at Newcastle Royal Grammar
School. A First Class Honours in Classics
at the University of St
Andrews preceded a career in education leading
to a local authority position as Senior Education
Officer.
Robin first worshipped at
All Saints’ Church in
1975. He was elected
churchwarden in 1987, a
position which he filled
with skill and dignity for
18 years. He was also
conscientious in ensuring
the maintenance of our
parish church and its
surroundings. Ideally
suited to the role and
deservedly popular,
Robin went about his
church related tasks with
quiet authority,
common sense and
invariably much good
humour. In 2002, he
helped to ease the
transition of Rotherfield
Peppard into the newly
Robin Howles in Carlings Orchard
created benefice with the
In retirement, Robin enjoyed working
parish of Kidmore End and Sonning
with the Sonning Common Green Gym
Common. He also conducted lay-led
and was its longest serving Secretary;
services in an impressive manner.
for over 15 years organising twice weekRobin had a fine tenor voice and a keen
ly visits for work at about 24 sites across
interest in secular music, touring with The
south Oxfordshire. He combined a sense
New London Singers and with Donald
of humour with admirable efficiency
Swann. In recent years he gave chamber
and tact. The frustration of dealing with
concerts in many local churches, including
site owners and session leaders when
at All Saints’ Church, where his concerts
things had to be adjusted at the last
with soprano, Julia Booker, and various
minute seemed to just pass over him.
instrumentalists raised funds for charitable
The fact that the Green Gym is still
causes. As well as his regular attendance
going strong after more than 20 years is
in the choir of All Saints’ Church, he also
in no small part due to Robin.
sang in the Reading Minster Midweek

Kathryn Fell Photography
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events,
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding
07958 371770
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk

Over a million people in the UK are
suffering from Long Covid, the accepted
term for Coronavirus that lasts more than
four weeks. And, sad to say, more than
70,000 people in this country have had
Covid symptoms for over a year.
If you are one of those affected then PIP
(personal independence payments) may be
available. PIP is financial support for
those who have an illness, disability or
mental health condition, making it hard
for them to do everyday tasks or get
around. Income, savings and employment
status don’t affect your PIP eligibility, and
PIP can supplement any other benefits.
You need to have had these health problems for at least three months and expect
them to continue. For help with applying
for PIP, contact Citizens Advice Adviceline on 0808 278 7907. There is more
information about PIP at
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/sick
-or-disabled-people-and-carers/pip/

Our local Citizens Advice Bureau is in
Henley on Thames. If you have eight
hours a week to spare for the next two
years or more, good listening and interpersonal skills, a willingness to learn, are
confident with computers and would like
to make a real difference to the lives of
people in your local community then this
could be for you. Full training will be
provided. Contact
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/
oxfordshire-south-vale/volunteer/
Could you give someone the opportunity
to live the fullest life they can? Help them
grow in confidence? Encourage them to
become more independent? The Oxfordshire County Council Shared Lives
Scheme matches people who need additional support to be independent of their
carers and their families. To find out more
about this rewarding home-based paid
role go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
sharedlivescarers.
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Our Village
With the Government’s road map still on
target, the FISH bus service restarted on
Monday 17th May. It is a cautious restart
with passenger numbers still restricted to
five to maintain social distancing and
limited to shopping trips to Tesco and
Waitrose.
It is hoped that for June we can extend the
service to Reading Morrisons and Reading
Town Centre and then in July increase the
journeys to include leisure trips such as
pub lunches and tea tours. This will, of
course, depend on the government guidelines in operation at the time.
As for other FISH services, the transport
of individual clients by car to doctors,
hospital clinics and other health-related
appointments will continue. It never
actually stopped during the lockdown
periods for essential appointments
although many hospital clinics and
surgeries were effectively closed.
The collection and home delivery of
prescriptions continues as does the
shopping for clients who are unable to
access other support.
The Home Visiting Service, which was
restricted to telephone contact only during
the pandemic, happily became fully operational again on Monday 17th May.
The FISH tea parties will also be
restarting as soon as the social distancing
guidelines are relaxed.
Please get in touch for more details or if
FISH can help, phone 0118 972 3986 or
email office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk

The Library is open again (again)! We
reopened in April, under Covid-secure
conditions: everyone over the age of 11
has to wear a mask in the Library (unless
medically exempt), sanitise their hands on
entry, and fill in an NHS Test and Trace
form (or use the NHS App). Only six people are allowed in the Library at one time,
and short visits are encouraged.
The opening hours are still the reduced
ones: Monday and Wednesday 14.001700; Friday 09.00-13.00, 14.00-17.00;
Saturday 09.30-12.30.
We’re hoping that as the Covid rules
gradually relax, we’ll be able to offer
more activities in the Library, but we have
no definite details yet. The annual
Summer Reading Challenge for children
will start in July, but we’re not sure, at
time of writing, what form it will take this
year. Keep asking about it in the Library!
Not many people are coming into the
Library though, and you know the old
saying: ‘Use it or lose it’…..so please do
come in and remind yourself about the
Library….

We would like to say thank you to all
those who supported our Friday Fish and
Chips and Sunday Roast takeaways
during lockdown – we really appreciate
it!
We are so pleased to have been able to
open up our garden again and welcome
you all back. It has been great to see the
marquee full with happy people and a
lovely atmosphere.

Our chefs, Alex and Ian, have been busy
creating our new menu, using fresh,
seasonal produce, which we hope has
something for everyone.
Whether it’s a drink in the sun or dining
in our marquee, we hope to see you
soon!

We moved to Sonning Common in 1974
and brought up our daughters here. We
have always been patients at Sonning
Common Health Centre, which
continues to give us first class care.
I was a medical administrator at The
Hart Surgery in Henley. When I retired,
I felt I could use the knowledge gained
there to help at Sonning Common

Health Centre as a volunteer. This is
where my interests lay besides gardening,
family history, conservation work and
keeping fit.
I was a member of the PPG (Patient
Participation Group) for 10 years but now
have become Health Champion. In 2017 I
found that information on local healthy
activities was widely scattered. I decided
that a list would be appropriate; I expected this to cover a couple of sides of
paper. How wrong I was - it developed
into a 16 page booklet.
I presented this to Sonning Common
Health Centre early in 2018 they
were very happy with the booklet
and funded its printing. Just Tickets
print this booklet to a high standard.
I keep this up to date although during the pandemic most activities had
to stop. Copies and an addendum are
available at SCHC and on their website www.sonningcommon
healthcentre.co.uk. Normally
copies are also available from the
Library, Day Lewis pharmacy and
Wood Lane Dentistry hopefully they
will return soon.

Surrounded by beautiful countryside, Abbeycrest is a care home in
Sonning Common which boasts
many facilities, including a welcoming bistro, comfortable lounges and
a garden with its own purpose-built
aviary.
We try to create a warm and friendly
atmosphere; we know everyone is different, so our care team approach each
resident individually, tailoring everything
to your loved one.
We help residents to keep doing familiar
things with our packed schedule of events
and well-being programme. From regular
exercise classes and art and craft sessions,
there is something to tickle everyone’s
fancy and even the opportunity to give
something new a try.
Our own carers and nurses are highly
skilled with qualifications to manage all
types of care, from residential to nursing
and dementia. To find out more call 0808
223 5350 or visit www.caringhomes.org/
abbeycrest

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Junior
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Welcome to the Summer edition of the Junior Peppard News. We have enjoyed the warmer weather and all the activities we
have been doing outside. Years 5 and 6 have been doing an Active Leader’s course. We hope you enjoy reading about this
and the other things we have been getting up to.

Above: Receiving a lesson on hot air ballooning, and
Right: Helping to take the balloon down

One sunny morning we had a very unexpected visitor at school. A hot air balloon! This balloon landed on the common and the whole of
Peppard School got to help pack away the balloon and the basket. The balloon was advertising Bath Gin and it was a sight to see.
We learnt not only the facts about hot air ballooning, but also the different components of the balloon, and also a rough guide on how it
works. The pilot, Hugo Hall, told us that he had been flying balloons all his life and enjoyed every moment of it. His father, Giles Hall, had
taught him how to fly and his grandmother, Lady Gwen Bellow, had owned the first hot air balloon in England. Hugo told us that they do
up to 100 flights a year but that is depends on the weather and they don’t plan where they are going to land. Hugo and his company, Fly
Away Ballooning, take people on trips and sometimes even people jump out with parachutes, they all have lots of fun.
We were all so happy that we got to experience this once in a lifetime opportunity to watch a hot air balloon land and to handle it. We told
all our family and friends all about this amazing experience.

Junior Peppard News is published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Friends of Peppard School and Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard. It is also available by e-mail.
Editors: Max Claridge, Amber Kriefman, Maisey Neave-Tubb and Lola Wilde, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
During the first week back after the school holidays, Springwood Class took part in a Junior Active Leader’s course. The course was
aimed at Years 5 and 6 to help increase our leadership and confidence skills. It was lots of fun.
We started by learning some fun games we could teach people, such as surfers and crabs and rainbow tag. After that, we learnt about
safety and hazards to help us teach people.
We then taught Greys Class (Year 1 and 2) their PE lesson. We put our skills we had learnt into action by choosing teams, giving instructions and making sure everyone was included. Next, in our teams, we invented games to teach people and some might even be
published in the Junior Active Leaders’ booklet! We then taught those games to Highmoor Class (Year 3 and 4.)
On the last day of the week, we learnt about what to do if someone got injured. We practiced CPR on dummies and learnt about the
recovery position. It was a very fun week and we all really enjoyed it.

Graduates of the Junior Active Leader’s course

It’s great to know what you love. I love dancing!
What brought me to dancing was actually a programme called The Next Step from the CBBC channel. To get to the details, I started
dancing when I was eight years old. I went to a dance club called JG Dance for two Saturdays, as a trial, but then Coronavirus came
along so I couldn’t continue and so I had to stay at home, self-taught.
In the most recent lockdown our teacher said, over the lockdown Zoom class call, that if we had finished all of our remote-learning
work that we could do the additional activity. This was to create a Powerpoint presentation, a video, a model, or anything about
something we were interested in. We would then get to show that when we got back to school.
I made a video all about dancing. I had to make the whole video at home because we were still in lockdown. To summarise, I
introduced my topic, then demonstrated some of the dance moves that I know. After that I filmed myself dancing to a piece of music
using some of those dance moves.
When we eventually got back to school we were allowed to show our creations to the class. I even got to recreate the dance in school
and showed the video to the whole class and I also talked about how I came to dancing! It is great to be able to share your passion
with your friends.

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

• Implants
• Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
• Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
• Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Greys class have been learning all about what life was like when our Queen
came to the throne in 1952. They watched the Coronation of Her Majesty on
2nd June 1953 and then re-enacted it. They learned that she wore three
crowns on the day and we also learned about the Crown Jewels. They then
went on to find out more about the royal family and about the Queen herself.
They wrote a list of questions that they would like to ask the Queen and they
looked at her role and made a list of rules if they were King or Queen for the
day, of which there were some very interesting ones!
Greys class also researched key events that have happened since 1953 and
arranged them in order on a timeline. Some events were the start of commercial television in 1955. It’s amazing to think that there was only one TV channel
before that. The first motorway was opened in 1958 – the M6 Preston bypass.
In 1966 England won the football World Cup. In 1979 Margaret Thatcher
became Britain’s first female Prime Minister. In 2012 Great Britain hosted the
Olympic Games.
They also learned about the Union flag and drew and painted portraits of the
Queen. We have included one by Islay Austin in this edition.
Greys Class have had a really good time learning about how different life was
back then.

The Queen by Islay Austin

At the start of the first lockdown in March
2020, my mum got out a local footpath map
and we decided to try and walk as many
footpaths as we could. We are lucky to live in
a beautiful part of the country and we have
an extensive network of footpaths.
Footpaths in England have a very long
history. Some were established as early as
5,000BC. They linked Neolithic, Bronze Age
or Iron Age settlements. Footpaths were used
by traders and by travellers visiting places of
worship. Later, they were used by people
walking across the land to work, market, the
next village, church and school. Some of
these paths are known as holloways. These
are paths and roads that have dug down into
the earth by the feet, hooves and wheels that
have passed over them.
Following in these ancient footsteps my
family and I have walked from Peppard to
Gallowstree Common, Greys Green, Stoke
Row, Nettlebed, Henley, Reading and back.
Walking our footpaths is an amazing way of
getting to know our countryside and a great
way to come home again.

Jemima discovering the local footpaths with her brothers, Jonty and Benedict

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
• Open Wednesday and Friday during term-time
• Full and part-time places
• Fully government funded sessions available
• Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.

Babes in the Woods
•
•
•
•

Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 9.30am-11.00am
Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162
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Our Village cont’d
Since the last issue of Peppard News,
bookings for the Hall have increased, with
people now seeing an end in sight of the
Covid restrictions due to the magnificent
effort with the vaccine rollout.
Clubs with young children have restarted
and we look forward, in the very near
future, to welcoming back the toddlers’
group and the children from Peppard
School to do their gym work. As further
restrictions are lifted, we look forward to
having back all our usual groups from the
community.
Our thanks go to the Green Gym for their
help in tidying up the surrounds to the
Hall.
Currently we are hoping to establish the
Hall as the base for a new community
choir after the demise of the much-loved
Nottakwire: this is at an early stage and
the decision will be down to the choir
members.
The use of the plot of derelict land at the
far end of the overflow car park is now
also being discussed with the FISH
Volunteer Centre based in Sonning
Common, with a view to establishing a
FISH Shed.
This idea originated in Australia and will
basically be a workshop for people to
come along to indulge in their hobbies and
socialise with like-minded people. This is
seen by FISH as an excellent opportunity
to relieve not only loneliness, but also to
allow social interaction after these long
periods of lockdown.
This year is the centenary of the Hall when
we were hoping to arrange a special event
to celebrate our 100 years of history. We
have not forgotten and plans will be made
for an event in 2022.

We have welcomed new volunteers, but
would love more - there is much to do!
Also, for many years, we have offered
Duke of Edinburgh candidates the opporAt last, we are returning to something
tunity for their community placement;
more like normality – yippee! We are
poignant to us all, on the day of HRH
welcoming our trainees back, slowly –
Prince Philip’s death, a new DofE candimany want to have their first jab, plus
date started at Greenshoots. If you are
all staff and volunteers have had their
interested in volunteering or are underfirst jab, many their second too.
taking a DofE award, please contact us.
Greenshoots is open again to customers:
You will be unsurprised to read that we
Monday to Friday 09.00-16.00 and
continue to need funds and have tried to
Saturdays 09.30-15.00. We have multibe inventive in ways of seeking help,
compost, farmyard soil improver, growwithout sending bags of cash. (Though
bags, summer bedding, perennials,
this would be nice too!)
herbs and are taking orders for hanging
baskets and planters, plus for sale,
On Tuesday 25th May we have a
donated goods, garden chairs, books,
‘Bag2School’ collection. Just bring us
honey from the Greenshoots’ bees,
bags of clothing, paired shoes, belts,
homemade jams and pickles.
handbags and hats. We have an eBay
page for selling
donated goods,
pictures, jewellery, ornaments,
china, garden
tools, patio pots
or if you are an
eBay seller,
nominate The
Ways & Means
Trust to receive a
percentage of
your sale.
If you are a
gardener
embarrassed by
100% seed
germination with
nowhere to plant
Greenshoots’ Sunflower House
them, we would
love them!
We wanted a little fun after last year, so
we thought we’d try a new project – to
For updates, visit: www.facebook.com/
grow a sunflower house! We’ve
greenshoots96 and/or phone 01491 628
planted different varieties of sunflowers
933.
and in May, we’ll plant them in a near
Thank you all for your continued
circle, then train the larger varieties over
support.
to create a roof. We’ll take lots of
pictures so fingers crossed it is a success
– the birds will certainly appreciate it
and if they can get close, so will the
herd of fallow deer who are marching
around Greenshoots at night!

www.peppardnews.co.uk

The NHS recently launched a national
programme changing the way the 111
First service works.
It is aimed to put patients in contact with
the best service for their clinical needs. It
also has a secondary aim of trying to
reduce overcrowding in A&E units and
unheralded attendances. The service is
available by phoning 111 or via the 111
website.
If a patient has chest pain, signs of a
stroke, severe bleeding, fits that aren’t
stopping, or other conditions which need
urgent emergency care then they should
go immediately to A&E or call 999 for an
ambulance.
However, if patients have a medical need
that does not require urgent care, then the
new 111 service will listen as you describe your problem, ask for relevant information and, if appropriate, refer you to
the most applicable services for your
needs: patients can be booked into A&E,
Minor Injury Units, First Aid Units, or be
referred to a GP.
There is also a lot of medical information
available on NHS Apps Library
(www.nhs.uk) and on the Sonning Common Health Centre website.
(www.sonningcommon
healthcentre.co.uk).
Using the new and improved 111 service
will help you to get the most relevant
same day care for your condition and help
to ease the number of people accessing
A&E unnecessarily.
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Save the date: we hope this 50th Anniversary of Sonning Common Health Centre
celebration will take place on Saturday 4th
September. Please put the date in your
diaries. It may be a little premature and
we may have to postpone again but with
festivals being planned we thought we
would be optimistic and make some
tentative plans.
It will be a celebration not only of the 50st
Anniversary – but also the return to a
‘new normal’ post Covid19.
We still hope to have an open house with
catering and activities for the young and
not so young. There will be a display of
the history and successes over the years.
Groups such as the Green Gym, Health
Walks, Health Cycling, Functional
Physio/Pilates and Active Leaders will be
invited to have stalls to display information on healthy activities.
More information will be available when
we can be more certain of the event taking
place on the SCHC website
(www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.
uk) and the next issue of this newspaper.
You can also contact Sue Abbott on
sue.abbott6@nhs.net or Sue Litchfield on
sue.HAT1999@gmail.com

It was back in the 80s when the church
wall at All Saints’ starting falling down.
Local builder, Cliff Pryke, was completely taken by surprise when someone
contacted him and asked him if he could
rebuild it. Mostly the surprise was
because he had never tackled that sort of
work before – the local Oxfordshire style
of setting flintstones into mortar. So, he
set to and taught himself the new skill and
thoroughly enjoyed the whole process.
Cliff did a remarkably good job as the
original wall was built in 1738 and he
needed to blend in his 1988 repair. He
certainly succeeded in that.
His association with All Saints’ goes back
many years; as a young lad he sang in the
choir. He remembers singing Sundays,
morning and evening, with choir practice
on a Thursday evening. He continued
until he was eventually called up to
complete his national service.
Cliff’s rebuilt wall looked so good, in
fact, that he was subsequently asked to
rebuild the wall at Saint Nicholas church
at Rotherfield Greys after someone drove
their car through it.
Being asked to repair the All Saints’ wall
was a surprise but he was even more
shocked when one evening he settled
down to watch Midsomer Murders and
there, on the TV, was his own wall.

The Health Walks restarted in April,
albeit with a reduced timetable of walks:
On Mondays 10.00 (First Steps in the
Millennium Field), Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.00, Fridays and Saturdays
09.30. For more walk information about
starting points and times and days see
our website:
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.
uk/timetable.
To talk to someone about any aspect of
the Health Walks phone Chris Brook on
0118 924 2515
Meanwhile, get out and enjoy our beautiful local countryside!
The wall repaired by Cliff Pryke
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Clubs and Societies
At the beginning of April, members of the
Green Gym were devastated to hear of the
sudden death of Robin Howles, its longest
serving Secretary. The fact that the Green
Gym is still going strong after over 20
years is in no small part due to Robin. The
task of sorting out the twice weekly
programme of visits needs someone of
Robin’s efficiency combined with good
humour and patience. Five of us were
fortunately able to attend his funeral at All
Saints’ Church in Peppard.
In the meantime, the Green Gym work has
restarted after the longest gap it its 24 year
history. Initially due to Covid restrictions,
the working parties had to be kept to two
of six people but by the time you read this,
things may be back to normal with unlimited numbers.
Please note that our Secretary is now
Martin Rhodes (phone 0118 972 4228).

The Society is proud to announce its 70th
anniversary this year! The choral society
was formed in September 1951 by the
amalgamation of the village choirs of
Peppard and Kidmore End.
Although the pandemic has made it
difficult to plan an anniversary celebration, throughout the lockdowns the choir
have continued actively singing via Zoom
thanks to the enthusiasm of the members
and the excellent leadership of the musical
director Paul Burke.
We always welcome new members so if
you’d like to join or just try us out please
see our website:
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk.
The Summer term began on 19th April and
the rehearsals will continue on-line until
28th June when we hope, if regulations
allow, to return to in-person rehearsals.

Wyfold Riding for the Disabled are
pleased to report that all our volunteers,

Above: Nicola
Lee, and
Right: Zara
CampbellHarris’s quilt

riders, drivers and horses have made it
through a whole year of lockdown and
are safe and well. We are now beginning
to build up our service again, step by
careful step and, like the rest of the
country, are very much looking forward
to the end of regulations in June
(hopefully). We would like to thank our
local supporters for their generous
donations and also SODC (South Oxfordshire District Council) for approving
our application for a Covid grant which
has helped us make up for the great drop
in our income.
Monday 29th March was a real Red
Letter as, not only did we celebrate our
51st Anniversary as one of the oldest
RDAs in the country, but also the draw
was made for our Quilt Raffle. In
addition to this, it was the 83rd birthday
of one of our volunteers, Zara, and very
importantly England’s first step on the
Road to Freedom from Covid! Zara
Campbell-Harris had spent her third

lockdown making a quilt to be raffled to
raise money for us. She wanted to draw
the winning ticket on her 83rd birthday and
her raffle made an amazing £2,150. Many
thanks to Jane O’Donald for organising
this and selling all the tickets.
Over the Easter weekend, Nicola Lee, the
17 year old daughter of our Chairman,
Diane Lee, took on the challenge of running 48 miles in 48 hours. This was an
amazing challenge for a 17 year old and,
believe it or not, she succeeded and finally
finished in the dark on the Saturday night.
What a girl! We are all very proud of her
and totally in awe. She has so far raised
£1,588. Her fundraising page is still open at
www.uk.virginmoney
giving.com/
NicolaLee24
For more information
about us see
www.wyfoldrda.
org.uk
As the song goes
Things can only get better.

All being well, the club hopes to
re-establish practice sessions at the
Peppard War Memorial Hall from 17th
May. These are likely to be day-time
sessions of one or two hours, and possibly
an evening session once per week.
Many of our members are keen to get
back to playing while looking ahead to the
planned re-start of the Reading Table
Tennis League in September, where we
hope to enter our usual quota of six to
seven teams across the various divisions.
We will also be looking to hopefully
re-establish our junior coaching activities
during this time
Anyone interested in joining the club can
contact me, the secretary, at
n.maltby587@btinternet.com

Peppard Relief in Need
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times
If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.
Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone
Valentine de Haan (0118 972 2967) or Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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It is a long time now since we last gathered for an evening of supper followed by
a film. Many people have said how much
they have missed meeting friends and
enjoying an evening of entertainment.
Well, we hope that if all goes well, we can
restart in the autumn and we are provisionally reserving dates. The Hall
Committee is planning to install a new
projection and sound system with a larger
screen which will add to the enjoyment
and will save us having to lug the heavy
equipment in and out of the hall each
evening. So, if you are not already on our
mailing list then keep an eye on the
Revels website:
www.peppardrevels.org.uk.

Our members have been keeping in touch
as best they can throughout the pandemic.
Emerging from the depths of winter into
longer spring days will not only help us all
make contact virtually but enable us to
meet up again.
We continued with buddy group contact
over the phone and, where possible, we
tried activities on Zoom, which included
some fun catch ups, a childhood photograph challenge and a first time attempt
for many at a novelty game of Bingo. We
continued with our book club, with
members kindly making sure everyone
had the books to read, and we all enjoyed
being able to chat about them on Zoom.
Those that could, joined us for a Zoom
talk from Anne Wooley, on Tales from
Alaska, which was enjoyable and enlightening, and a reminder to us all of a world
outside our respective four walls.
We very much anticipate going along to
the Peppard War Memorial Hall in June to
meet outside and enjoy, in person, the
camaraderie which we value so much.
We hope that everyone can keep in touch
until we can all see each other again.

We are finally back home in MECE
where we are so excited to be. We have
new volunteers along with our amazing
previous ones Charlie, Gareth and our
young leader, Kate, once a youth club
member herself. Over the last few years,
they have all been so patient with us
with our nomadic state that was due to
asbestos at the school and then Covid-19
stopped us using the school and its
grounds, but we’re finally back! It just
feels right - we have all of our equipment back so lots of fun things to try out
over the few months.
We would also like to thank Nicky and
the rest of the Sonning Common Co-Op
team for their generous donation of new
craft materials. We can’t wait to put the
money to good use.
Our young people need us more than
ever, so if you know a young person

Sunny Smithers receiving a donation from
Chandra, the Team Manager, and Nicky who
organises donations at Sonning Common Co-Op

from 11-16 who needs some fun activities,
please send them our way. Our sessions
run from 18.30-20.30 on Tuesday and
Wednesday for all Years 6-11. We will be
doing things such as tie-dying: you can
bring anything you would like to dye, or
we have t-shirts, crafts, baking and sports
and, as summer is on its way, we will be
doing our annual SCYC Sports Day.
There will be upcoming trips too, so lots
of fun things on the horizon. If anyone
would like more information please email
me on sunny.clubsc@gmail.com.

In April, Walking Football resumed at
Bishopswood to considerable enthusiasm
from members. The club has increased in
number in the last year and now has 40
members aged between 55-76. Our twice
weekly sessions are ‘drop in’, so numbers
attending vary from 14-24.
We still operate under FA Covid19
protocols. Players must self-assess for any
Covid19 symptoms prior to attendance,
which is registered, we social
distance at warm-ups and have sanitisers
available. We currently play a noncontact version of the game which helps
to reduce the proximity of players. This
may change as we review our practice in
the coming weeks taking account of vaccinations and infection rates.
Walking Football is aimed at the over 55
age group. It is a form of exercise which
is regarded by health professionals as
having physical, social, and psychological
benefits and that has certainly been our
experience in the last couple of years.
Sessions take place at Bishopswood
Sports Ground on Monday evenings at
18.00 and Wednesday at 10.00. Cost is £3
per session. You can always come along
and watch or contact me for more details
at ian.massey28@gmail.com

ALL THE JOBS

AROUND YOUR HOME
MR F1X-IT - Handyman / Property Services
Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273,
or call evenings 0118 972 3004
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com
for a free quote and call out
www.mrf1xit.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Our Churches
All Saints’

Church of England

Rector:
Associate Priest:
Churchwardens:

www.achurchnearyou.com/5977

So much of our lives today is lived in two
dimensions: more so, of course with the
increased use of social media and Zoom
during the pandemic. No wonder we feel
impoverished, hollowed out, flat ...
The joy of that first live meeting, first
hug, first truly three-dimensional
encounter has proved to us - if we ever
needed proof - that virtual reality is
absolutely no substitute for the real thing.
Hopefully by the time this issue comes
out, we’ll be blessed with greater freedom
again.
Thinking about dimensions reminds me
of those moments in a funeral service
when we share the promise of heaven quite a challenge, as we’ve no clear
picture of what heaven is like. The
temptation is either to try to imagine a
glorified, magnified version of all that is
best here and now - or maybe to see it as
an absence of certain things - like
marriage, or decay, or tears, but without
any clear idea what to put in their place.
I wonder, though, if we might think in
terms of added dimensions: CS Lewis
likens it to the difference between a
cathedral and an architect’s drawing of a
cathedral. Certainly it will be, in whatever
way, more rather than less real than all we
experience now and as Christians we trust
that, through Jesus Christ, we will be able
fully to enjoy the presence of God.
In the meantime! We hope to welcome
you, in three dimensions, to all three of
our churches at the end of June, with
celebrations for St John the Baptist at
Kidmore End, and a coffee concert in
Peppard. Given the ever-changing rules,
please check our website for confirmation.

Rev’d James Stickings
Rev’d Sheila Walker
Valentine de Haan
Kathie Anderson

0118 972 1459
0118 972 4861
0118 972 3806
0118 972 2694 After launching a number of impressive

Good news – following a recent
Benefice Meeting our churches are
approved for their full re-opening on 21st
June when Lockdown ends.
In the meantime, All Saints’ is open
from 09.00 each Sunday for private
prayer followed by our wonderful
Benefice Zoom service – which has
proved popular. However, at 10.30 on
Sundays 16th May and 6th June there will
be a shorter, Covid19 compliant,
communion service at All Saints’.
All Saints’ hope to go ahead, with their
first event on Saturday 26th June at 11.00
when there will be a Coffee Concert,
The Beauty of Land and Sea, featuring
Rebecca Bell and Anthea Fry who will
be performing a medley of songs and
piano pieces and raising money for the
Charlie Waller Memorial Trust.
The next day, Sunday 27th at 10.30 there
will be a service of Family Communion
with full choir participation. What a
joyful weekend – do please join us for
this celebration.
Looking ahead, with optimism, we have
our Annual Parochial Church Meeting
on Tuesday 22nd June at 20.00 at church.
Prior to this, new members will be
welcome to join our Electoral Roll and
forms will shortly be available at church
or can be downloaded from our website.
Please support us as we look ahead to an
exciting future.

social initiatives in the local community,
as well as inspiring some further afield,
Springwater Congregational Church has
won a Serving the Community Award and
received a £2,000 cash prize for work
undertaken prior to the introduction of
Covid restrictions.
Lindsey and Kevin Potter received the
award in an on-line award ceremony held
during the Congregational Federation
National Assembly. Also in attendance at
this virtual event were Margaret Slater,
Head of Marketing at the sponsoring
company, Congregational Insurance, and
Yvonne Campbell, General Secretary of
the Congregational Federation.
Kevin Potter said, ‘This award will be a
great encouragement for the whole church
community. The prize will support the
work of Compassionate Loaf (Artisan
Bread Making) who have now been
invited by two other communities to set
up training workshops. Also, since the
nomination was submitted, Springwater
has developed the Good Neighbour Food
Bank that supports over 70 vulnerable
people in our local community due to the
impact of Covid and some of the monies
will help this initiative.’
Sponsored by Congregational Insurance,
the Award’s aim is to highlight the work
and events held by churches to support
the local community. Springwater caught
the judges’ eyes due to their number of
social initiatives for a broad range of
individuals and the variety of activities.
Margaret Slater commented: ‘One of the
positive fallouts from the pandemic is that
we’ve all seen how important it is to be
part of a community. It’s amazing how
much can be achieved even with small
numbers of people who are committed to
working on a voluntary basis, all pulling
together for one social cause and I think
that’s really important.’

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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St Michael’s

Catholic Church

Father Michael Sharkey
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
Parish Office:
0118 972 3418
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
At the time of writing, it is less than two
weeks since we celebrated Easter. What a
difference between this year and last
year. In 2020 all liturgies were conducted
behind closed doors and we had no
streaming capability.
This year, using Covid guidelines, we
were able to admit up to 40 people for
our Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Sunday services. In addition,

between 70 and 80 households followed
live on YouTube. Despite the disruption
to parish life over the past year, there is
a sense that people are eager to participate fully once more. During Lent we
had an appeal to support a local
initiative providing hot meals for the
ICU at the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
There was a generous response of both
volunteer cooks and cash donations.
Last year many of our young people
were unable to make their first Holy
Communion or be Confirmed. With St
Martin’s, our parish school, we are
working out the best way this can be
addressed during the summer months. If
there are Catholic families with
members wishing to receive Holy

Communion for the first time or be
Confirmed please contact the parish office.
St Michael’s choir is currently a virtual
choir. Each week with the help of
Audacity software they prepare at least
one hymn and a psalm to play at our 10.30
Sunday Mass while congregational singing
is forbidden. It has enabled the choir to
work together during lockdown.
The church remains open for our weekend
and weekday Masses. Currently advance
booking is not required. The Masses can
be accessed live on YouTube and links
can be found on our website. It is still
difficult to plan future events with
certainty so any activities will be shown
on our website.

Services are live-streamed for those
people who cannot turn up physically to
services and can be accessed via our
website.
In other church news, Aspire, the
women’s support and prayer group,
continues to meet weekly at 10.00 on
Tuesdays in the garden.
Popular toddler group, The Ark, is back
up and running on Wednesday mornings
from 10.00-12.00, providing children’s
play and support for the parents and
guardians of toddlers.
Compassionate Loaf, the church’s bread
-making workshop, has started meeting
again on Mondays and is now providing
delicious bread for the new Spring @
Springwater cafe!
The Good Neighbour Foodbank is
currently supporting over 70 individuals

through food donations from the church,
local people and organisations, including
the Co-op, in Sonning Common, which
organises a drop off box in-store for food
donations. Food donations may continue
to be dropped off at the church’s Blounts
Court Road premises.
Pray that the Springwater Church
community would radiate the love of
Christ wisely through compassion and be
given the practical and financial resources
that would enable us all to undertake the
work God has created us to do.
Springwater Church is also a charity and
not financially supported by any denomination. We continue by the favour of God
and by the generosity of those who call
Springwater their spiritual home and of
those who wish to support what God is
creating at Springwater and the surrounding area.

Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk

e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com

Our new café opened in mid-April and is
busy building up a happy clientele.
The Spring @ Springwater was born out
of an idea to provide a safe and comfortable meeting space for people, particularly
after Covid-related restrictions.
Healthy, affordable, home-made baked
goods, light lunches and drinks are
provided three days a week, Tuesdays and
Thursdays (10.00-14.00) and Wednesdays
(12.00-14.00).
The congregation is now meeting regularly again for Sunday services at 10.30 at
the church on the Blounts Court Road,
and, as ever, everyone is welcome.
As pastors Linsey and Kevin Potter said:
‘We may still be wearing face masks, but
praise God that does not stop us speaking
encouragement and praying for each other
and being in a community together!’

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE
(previously Pembroke Glass)

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?

Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy.
Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items.

Henley Antiques

House calls by appointment

0118 924 2582

07768 918501

frednickson@henleyantiques.com
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JUNE

JULY

Tue

8

Peppard School restarts after half-term holiday

Fri

Mon
Mon

2

14

RPPC Meeting /19:00/contact clerk@rppc.org.uk

Mon

12

RPPC Meeting /19:00/contact clerk@rppc.org.uk

21

RPPC Planning/19:00/contact clerk@rppc.org.uk

Mon

19

RPPC Planning /19:00/contact clerk@rppc.org.uk

Tue

22

All Saints’: Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Thu

22

Peppard School finishes for summer holiday

Fri

25

Peppard School Sports Day

AUGUST

Sat

26

All Saints’ Coffee Concert. Booking not required

Mon

Mon

28

Sth Chiltern Choral Soc: indoor rehearsals begin
We have been advised that Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council meetings are now being held in person

16

Sonning Common Pre-School Open Afternoon

RPPC Planning/19:00/contact clerk@rppc.org.uk

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk
50th Anniversary Celebrations SC Health Centre postponed until Sunday, 4 th September

Full details of all these events can be found on the website:
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events

JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
Sunday Services
6
13 20 27 4 11 18
25
1
8
15 22
29
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
✓*
10.30 Communion (sung)             
10.30 Matins
            
10.30 Family Service
   ✓         
10.30 Sunday School
            
 
18.30 Evensong

NOTES

*Covid compliant
09.00 Sundays. The
church is open for
private prayer.

Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services:
All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977*
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk
* In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin which provides up to date information on services – contact Rev’d Sheila Walker on
swalk2@btinternet.com to be added to the list of recipients.

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫
Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

