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Junior Peppard News 

One sunny morning we had a very unexpected visitor at school. A hot air balloon! This balloon landed on the common and the whole of 
Peppard School got to help pack away the balloon and the basket. The balloon was advertising Bath Gin and it was a sight to see. 

We learnt not only the facts about hot air ballooning, but also the different components of the balloon, and also a rough guide on how it 
works. The pilot, Hugo Hall, told us that he had been flying balloons all his life and enjoyed every moment of it. His father, Giles Hall, had 
taught him how to fly and his grandmother, Lady Gwen Bellow, had owned the first hot air balloon in England. Hugo told us that they do 
up to 100 flights a year but that is depends on the weather and they don’t plan where they are going to land. Hugo and his company, Fly 
Away Ballooning, take people on trips and sometimes even people jump out with parachutes, they all have lots of fun. 

We were all so happy that we got to experience this once in a lifetime opportunity to watch a hot air balloon land and to handle it. We told 
all our family and friends all about this amazing experience. 

Welcome to the Summer edition of the Junior Peppard News. We have enjoyed the warmer weather and all the activities we 
have been doing outside. Years 5 and 6 have been doing an Active Leader’s course. We hope you enjoy reading about this 
and the other things we have been getting up to. 

Above: Receiving a lesson on hot air ballooning, and 
Right: Helping to take the balloon down 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

It’s great to know what you love. I love dancing!  

What brought me to dancing was actually a programme called The Next Step from the CBBC channel. To get to the details, I started 
dancing when I was eight years old. I went to a dance club called JG Dance for two Saturdays, as a trial, but then Coronavirus came 
along so I couldn’t continue and so I had to stay at home, self-taught.  

In the most recent lockdown our teacher said, over the lockdown Zoom class call, that if we had finished all of our remote-learning 
work that we could do the additional activity. This was to create a Powerpoint presentation, a video, a model, or anything about 
something we were interested in. We would then get to show that when we got back to school. 

I made a video all about dancing. I had to make the whole video at home because we were still in lockdown. To summarise, I  
introduced my topic, then demonstrated some of the dance moves that I know. After that I filmed myself dancing to a piece of music 
using some of those dance moves. 

When we eventually got back to school we were allowed to show our creations to the class. I even got to recreate the dance in school 
and showed the video to the whole class and I also talked about how I came to dancing! It is great to be able to share your passion 
with your friends. 

During the first week back after the school holidays, Springwood Class took part in a Junior Active Leader’s course. The course was 
aimed at Years 5 and 6 to help increase our leadership and confidence skills. It was lots of fun.  

We started by learning some fun games we could teach people, such as surfers and crabs and rainbow tag. After that, we learnt about 
safety and hazards to help us teach people.  

We then taught Greys Class (Year 1 and 2) their PE lesson. We put our skills we had learnt into action by choosing teams, giving in-
structions and making sure everyone was included. Next, in our teams, we invented games to teach people and some might even be  
published in the Junior Active Leaders’ booklet! We then taught those games to Highmoor Class (Year 3 and 4.)  

On the last day of the week, we learnt about what to do if someone got injured. We practiced CPR on dummies and learnt about the 
recovery position. It was a very fun week and we all really enjoyed it.  

Graduates of the Junior Active Leader’s course 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Wednesday and Friday during term-time 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 

Page 3 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 

Greys class have been learning all about what life was like when our Queen 
came to the throne in 1952. They watched the Coronation of Her Majesty on 
2nd June 1953 and then re-enacted it. They learned that she wore three 
crowns on the day and we also learned about the Crown Jewels. They then 
went on to find out more about the royal family and about the Queen herself. 

They wrote a list of questions that they would like to ask the Queen and they 
looked at her role and made a list of rules if they were King or Queen for the 
day, of which there were some very interesting ones! 

Greys class also researched key events that have happened since 1953 and 
arranged them in order on a timeline. Some events were the start of commer-
cial television in 1955. It’s amazing to think that there was only one TV channel 
before that. The first motorway was opened in 1958 – the M6 Preston bypass. 
In 1966 England won the football World Cup. In 1979 Margaret Thatcher  
became Britain’s first female Prime Minister. In 2012 Great Britain hosted the 
Olympic Games. 

They also learned about the Union flag and drew and painted portraits of the 
Queen. We have included one by Islay Austin in this edition. 

Greys Class have had a really good time learning about how different life was 
back then. 

At the start of the first lockdown in March 
2020, my mum got out a local footpath map 
and we decided to try and walk as many  
footpaths as we could. We are lucky to live in 
a beautiful part of the country and we have 
an extensive network of footpaths. 

Footpaths in England have a very long  
history. Some were established as early as 
5,000BC. They linked Neolithic, Bronze Age 
or Iron Age settlements. Footpaths were used 
by traders and by travellers visiting places of 
worship. Later, they were used by people 
walking across the land to work, market, the 
next village, church and school. Some of 
these paths are known as holloways. These 
are paths and roads that have dug down into 
the earth by the feet, hooves and wheels that 
have passed over them. 

Following in these ancient footsteps my  
family and I have walked from Peppard to 
Gallowstree Common, Greys Green, Stoke 
Row, Nettlebed, Henley, Reading and back. 
Walking our footpaths is an amazing way of 
getting to know our countryside and a great 
way to come home again. 

 

Jemima discovering the local footpaths with her brothers, Jonty and Benedict 

The Queen by Islay Austin 
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