Spring 2021

It was 2nd August in the hot summer of
You would have to find a telephone box
1976 when I arrived at Sonning Common
to ring home to find out who needed you
Health Centre to start the exciting journey
next. You carried two bags - one for
of becoming a GP. I was to be the trainee
examination, one for drugs. Looking
of Dr Tom Stewart, one of the four
back, it was quite scary being out in the
partners, the other three being Dr Peter
middle of the night, with no phone and
Hemphill, Dr John Hasler and Dr Helen
carrying morphine. Ambulances and
McEwen.
hospitals were only for real emergencies
and GPs took the brunt of the care. We
A formal three year training scheme had
knew our families well and were on 24
just been introduced and I was the first
hour call for our own patients.
female trainee at Sonning Common and
was lucky enough to be
at an innovative
practice.
Betty Brindley
controlled the large
appointment book and
no one dared interfere
with that! My mentor
was a brilliant, caring
doctor with an encyclopaedic knowledge of
what seemed to me to
be everything. I had
left my hospital
appointments being
adept at dealing with
acute major problems
like appendicitis,
Sonning Common Health Centre
strokes, heart attacks, diabetes
A GP’s life is very different now with
and asthma but had no idea how to
the increased bureaucracy, the out-ofdiagnose an ear infection, measles,
hours care and the change in patients’
tonsillitis or how to issue a sick certificate!
expectations. Sadly, death seems to be
We dealt with everything at home regarded as a medical failure rather than
strokes, heart attacks, miscarriages and
a natural end to life.
acute asthmatics. Everyone had home
Early interventions have meant
visits - children with temperatures, the
increased hospital referrals. 2021 is
oldies and people without transport. Rarely
very different, but GPs are still
were patients admitted to hospital. I was
dedicated to doing the most amazing job
told Peter Hemphill even fitted a patient
and give wonderful care to their
with a pacemaker in the surgery!
patients.
The home phone number was available to
Tom Stewart would be very proud of
all our patients and when on home visits,
how far SCHC has progressed. I was
day or night, we had a bleep. A
very lucky.
prerequisite for general practice was that
you had to be married so someone could
answer the telephone when you were
visiting and then bleep you.

I started at the Health Centre on 5th
August 2020 in the middle of this Covid19 pandemic. This is my third rotation in
a GP practice, the first being four months
in Dorset, the second was for six months
in West Berkshire and I am now halfway
through my year here, which will be my
sixth year as a doctor and twelfth year in
training since I left school.
After a few weeks’ orientation of the
practice and a period with some longer
30 minute appointments, I was up to full
speed. From Day One I could see that
this practice was well organised with
new communication tools at my disposal.
I have a Bluetooth headset and the ability
to send and receive texts instantly with
my patients as well as webcams for video
calls allowing me to stay in close contact
with patients whilst keeping them safe.
Additionally, I sat my final exam over
the winter which involved recording
many consultations and picking 13 to be
examined, all within a tight 10 minute
consultation with history, diagnosis and
management as well as ensuring we look
into the social and mental well-being of
the patient. Please note that no recordings are made of consultations without
the full prior consent of the patient;
confidentiality is paramount and I do
thank those patients concerned.
But it hasn't always been smooth sailing.
Although the lockdown has led to fewer
people getting flu and things like food
poisoning, people still get sick with
many different ailments, and sometimes
people have delayed getting in touch
with us for worrying symptoms or
postponed important tests.
So far, I have learnt much at SCHC
about the management of the countless
different symptoms that patients present.
In addition to improving my skill in teleconsulting, I have been taught hands-on
skills such as how to give joint injections
of steroids - thank you Dr Smith.

Remember—we’re on-line too!
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Our Schools
This term commenced a little earlier for
myself and staff than anticipated. By
Sunday 3rd January, the Chair of
Governors and I decided that it made
sense to move to on-line learning, rather
than returning to school. This was
confirmed the following evening, by our
Prime Minister.
We were immensely proud of our
achievements for our children during the
first lockdown but in consultation with
children and parents, it was clear that
some things could be done better, to
make learning more engaging and enjoyable.
So, on-line learning began on Tuesday 5th
January; with four to five hours a day
(depending on the children’s ages), as we
had done previously. The difference is
that every day there are many more live
lessons. In particular, our start and end of
the day Zoom calls are very effective. I’m
proud of how our staff have engaged with
the technology to improve what we can
offer.
We have more children in school than
last time too, meaning that school is still
a busy place. We have loaned out more
IT equipment than in the previous lockdown, as we have recognised that some
families need five devices working in
their houses, throughout the day.
Most days, we have 100% of Peppard
children accessing our on-line learning.
We are fortunate to be in this situation.
I’m sure that we will all continue to
adapt, as we go along and I hope that we
are all able to stay positive and safe.

The nursery has already been very busy
this academic year having been open
throughout the whole of the lockdowns.
We have taken the opportunity to work in
smaller groups to keep everyone safe.
The older children who will be leaving to
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go to school later this year, have been
working on their phonic sounds, for
example ‘kicking k and curly c’ and ‘h’.
They have looked at knights and castles
and designed their own hats, to help
bring these sounds to life for them.
The younger children too have been
learning some of their phonic sounds.
They have also been on a train ride to
explore lots of different places, such as
the moon, under the sea and a jungle.

Highmoor Nursery School in January

You are very welcome to come and see
what we offer and we would love to
show you how much fun we have every
day. Do give us a call on 01491 642162
if you would like to come and have a
look round. We are full until September
2021 but still have some availability for
the following year so please get your
name down early to avoid disappointment.

Like all schools, ours has endeavoured to
navigate the choppy waters of the pandemic and keep focussed on the important
matter of education. Throughout much of
last term, we were able to maintain a large
degree of normality and only had one year
group really disrupted by Covid with two
cases in Year 11 in the final two weeks of
term. This was frustrating as we had got
so close to a full term without disruption;
however we were delighted at the way the
students quickly switched to live on-line
learning for their year group as they selfisolated. Indeed, attendance for the term,
apart from the final week of term, was
95.5% which is a wonderful representation of how well our learning community
is engaging and staying focussed.
One of the great frustrations of the last 10
months, has been the lack of opportunities
for off-site visits, fixtures and trips but we
have done all we can to maintain extra
opportunities through science lectures,
debate club, our gifted and talented
Brilliant Club offer and the Model United
Nations conference. We have also just
launched our Gold and Silver programmes
for higher ability students despite the
pandemic. This has included lectures and
debates via Zoom on economics, climate
change, Silent Witness, waves, brain
injuries in sport and many others. I am
determined that as soon as is allowed, our
students will be given the opportunity for
team building, off-site active learning,
community activities such as the
Sponsored Walk and host of residential
trips that are so important to the cognitive
and social development of young adults.
Since we returned to school in January,
we are back to our second full school
lockdown with key worker and vulnerable
student provision occurring on-site. It took
a huge amount of work to transform the
curriculum for this term to on-line, remote
provision, and establish all the protocols
and technology needed to make this work.
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Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc.
Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 149 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560

www.peppardnews.co.uk

Page 3

Where Are They Now?
Our offer of timetabled live lessons seems
to have really worked with very high
levels of student engagement and high
quality work being submitted. In addition,
we have been delighted at the feedback
we have seen on the various social media
forums. To quote from two of these: ‘It is
an amazing school full of dedicated and
talented staff. So reassuring in such a difficult time.’ and ‘Goodness knows how
much planning and hard graft has had to
be put in to set all this remote learning up.
Spot on yet again MECE.’
Alongside this, we have been setting up
and starting the testing of staff and students for Covid. Never did I imagine
when I began this role a year ago, that I
would have had to complete such an
incredible variety of tasks going beyond
the remit of education in the classroom.
However, one of the best parts of being a
headteacher is that we can influence and
support so many parts of people’s lives in
so many different ways. I am proud and
honoured to be able to support the fight
against the pandemic and keep the school
up and running but, goodness me, I will
be so pleased when we can get back to
being a normal school again!

Our Young
Achievers
Songwriter and Peppard resident Jamie
Bell has a hit song in the charts. Jamie
grew up on Blounts Court Road and was
Head of Choir at Marlborough College.
DJ Tiesto’s The Business has just entered
the UK Top 10 and is being widely played
on the radio. It is a very catchy tune!
Jamie, 28 yrs, the son of singer Rebecca
Bell and brother of Henry (who swam the
English Channel last year) wrote the song
and sang the vocals for The Business
which is set to be a massive hit.

John attended Peppard Primary School
from 1964 when he was four years old
until 1971 when he left to go to Chiltern
Edge. In those days there was still a 13+
examination, which John passed
enabling him to go on to attend Henley
Grammar School.
Those early schooldays he remembers as
idyllic. The family lived in Grange
Avenue and, indeed, his father, now
almost 90, still lives in the same house.
John walked to school every day,
returned home for lunch and then spent
his evenings playing football with his
pals on the common.
John’s father ran the Peppard under-11s
football team which played on the common – this later turned into Rotherfield
United Football Club and moved to the
Bishopswood Sports Ground where it is
still thriving. The club colours were
black and gold – the kit was bought by
parents and the colours were chosen
because that was what was available at
discounted prices!
After leaving school, he joined the Ford
Motor Company as a graduate mechanical engineer and went on to work for
them for 32 years. Whilst at Ford, he
completed an MBA (Master of Business
Administration) from Henley
Management College. At Ford he led
teams to develop new cars and trucks
and subsequently introduced them to
international markets—both existing and
new. This meant travelling far and wide
and spending extended periods abroad.
Working for Ford meant a move to
Essex - Ford’s main UK base with
several sites, including their large
Dunton Engineering Centre. John has
lived for many years in Felsted, a pretty
village in north Essex that was
mentioned in the Domesday Book. Here
he and his wife, Caroline , settled and
brought up two children who are now
adult. His son is married and lives in
East London and works for Google; they
have recently produced John and

Caroline’s first grandson, Teddy, giving
them much joy. His daughter, an orthopaedic surgeon, is also married and lives
in Bristol.
From 2000-2010, John worked at Ford’s
European HQ in Cologne, Germany. But
with a growing family of school-age
children, he opted to live in Cologne city
centre during the week and return to
Felsted at the weekends. This instilled in
him a passion for a combination of city
and country living, something that he
maintains to this day. Caroline is still
working full time at IBM and primarily
from London, consequently they are lucky
enough to enjoy the benefits of their
house in the Essex countryside and also
use their flat near the Barbican in the City
of London, to make the most of local
cinema, theatre, concert halls, galleries
and restaurants. Caroline also sings in the
LSO Community Choir.
For the last five years of full-time working, John has been a consultant for Ernst
& Young LLP, advising clients on issues
relating to the motor industry. He still
works in this capacity, but now on a parttime basis as he looks to devote more time
to other challenges.
With more free time, he is now able to use
his knowledge to good effect - he is the
director of a couple of charities specialising in transport and energy projects in
Africa. He can also indulge his passion for
designing and building things. In his garden, he has converted an old barn into a
workshop, where he produces wooden
furniture for the family and friends.
John often returns to Peppard – usually to
help his father, or to see his three sisters,
who still live locally.
John and Caroline both love the great outdoors and are very active – be that walking or skiing in the Alps or walking the
coastal path in Cornwall or South Wales.
When the pandemic is eventually over,
they are looking forward to an extended
trip to New Zealand. Let’s hope that they
don’t have to wait too long!
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The Councils
Parish Council

Since the last issue of Peppard News,
RPPC has held eight public meetings:
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger
Tel: 07595 551391
three main council meetings in October,
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com
November and December; four Planning
Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin
meetings (one every month) and one
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane
Finance meeting in January.
Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE
At the Planning meetings, the Planning
Tel: 0118 940 6809
Committee considered and reached
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
decisions on 94 applications, reporting
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
these to SODC (South Oxfordshire
SODC Councillor: Jo Robb
District Council).
01235 422520
Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk
Due to current Covid restrictions; all
meetings are held on Zoom which the
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
public may attend. Details regarding
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
future meetings can be found on the RPPC
website and on the village notice boards.
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
The meeting code and passwords are pubmeets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
lished on the meeting agendas. All meetobserve, and may briefly raise issues of
ings will be held on Zoom up until May at
concern to them. All may attend
the earliest. A date for the Parish AGM
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
will be announced shortly.
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times.
The Council employs two village cleaners
to ensure that the Sports Pavilion and
the budget and a full report will be provillage are maintained in good order. The
vided at the RPPC AGM.
th
village deep clean is scheduled for 16 –
th
Lastly, Mrs Mollie Walker, who lives in
19 March. The work will be undertaken
the parish, celebrated her 112th birthday
by SODC and the current plans are to
in February. She is now the 3rd oldest
deep clean the pavement on the Stoke
living person in the UK.
Row Road from Wyfold Lane down to the
Sports Pavilion and also the pavement
from the end of Stoke Row Road
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council
down to Shiplake Bottom.
Budget Set
Forecast
Vivien Mitchell has served on the
Cash Inflow/Outflow
2020/21
2020/21
RPPC for several years but prior to
Budget & Forecasts
£
£
her recent move to Yorkshire, the
Cash at Bank - 1st April
38,645
38,645
Council reluctantly received her
resignation. We are grateful for
Receipts: Precept
41,000
41,000
Viv’s many years of service to the
Other Income
1,000
4,435
village and wish her and her fami42,000
45,435
ly good health and happiness in
Payments: Payroll & Clerk expense
-16,000
-16,584
their new home
Admin & IT
-900
-1,725
Will Flindall was welcomed to the
Village upkeep
-800
-736
Council – a great addition. He has
Carlings Orchard
-1,500
-1,432
Insurance
-1,900
-1,874
brought the average age of the
Subscriptions
-1,100
-1,052
Councillors down considerably
Donations & Grants
-700
-549
and brings with him common
Pavilion Maintenance
-500
-521
sense and a good deal of experiLegal and Professional
-1,100
-1,100
ence in architecture
Hire of Hall - PSRCC
-1,000
-1,050
Noticeboard - Net of insurance
0
In order to deter drug dealers/users
Events/Phone Box/Sedgehill Spring
-2,544
from coming to the village, signs
Loan repayments
-3,928
-3,927
indicating the on-going use of
Website - Development/Maintenance
-1,000
-1,000
CCTV cameras are being
-40,428
-44,594
installed at the Sports Pavilion.
Cash Balance - Pre Project
40,217
39,486
The police have agreed to
increase patrols throughout the
Cash Inflow/Outflow - Project
3,182
3,182
village.
Cash at Bank - 31st March
43,399
42,668
The cash flows of RPPC for
2020 /21 are broadly in line with

The River Thames stretches for more than
40 miles through South Oxfordshire – we
are blessed with having the longest stretch
of the Thames of any Council. Since the
first lockdown, many more people have
discovered the joys of bathing, paddling,
swimming, kayaking, paddle boarding or
boating on the river.
But a recent report by the Environment
Agency found that every river in the UK
is polluted beyond legal limits. In 2019,
the UK’s water companies released raw
sewage into our rivers over 200,000 times.
Only 14% of UK rivers are of ‘good’
ecological status.
Across Oxfordshire, our sewerage infrastructure is under immense pressure from
increased precipitation caused by climate
change and population increase due to
housebuilding. Sewage works at Benson
and Didcot each ‘spilled’ raw or partially
treated effluent into the river for more
than 800 hours over the first six months of
2020. Residents of Sandford-on-Thames
frequently report a foul smell and
discoloured water and the Grenoble Road
housing site will add yet more pressure to
this already failing works.
In June 2020, the SODC appointed me as
Thames Champion. In this role, I am
networking with river user groups,
Thames Water and the Environment
Agency, the Rivers Trust, councillors and
neighbouring councils to improve access
to, and protect and enhance the biodiversity and cleanliness of, the river.
As a year-round swimmer in the Thames
and a member of the Henley Open Water
Swimming Club, it horrifies me that
members of the public have no way of
knowing whether there is sewage pollution in our rivers or if the water is clean
enough to swim in. I have received countless e-mails from residents asking whether
the river is clean enough for their children
to paddle in. We need accurate, real-time
and publicly available information on
sewage discharge and detailed water
quality information in areas where people
bathe. We also need urgent investment in
our sewerage infrastructure to ensure it is
fit for the future. The Sewage (Inland
Waters) Bill will go some way to achieving these aims. I wrote to our MPs, John
Howell and David Johnston, asking them
0118 334
7474
to support the Bill through
Parliament.
The huge numbers of people seeking to
escape summer heat and enjoy the water
has highlighted how difficult it is to

Providing quality homecare since 1968

0118 334 7474
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access the river. People have been forced
into ‘honeypots’ to launch paddleboards
or bathe, putting huge pressure on local
communities. We need to improve access
to the river for all. Restoring and reinstating dedicated bathing areas and increasing
the number of public slipways are both
important ways to achieve this.
In December, I chaired the first meeting of
the Thames Valley Rivers Network, a
collective of more than a dozen representatives from parish, district, county and
borough councils aiming to work collectively towards an end to pollution, a
joined-up approach to celebrating and
promoting the river for sustainable
tourism and improving public access.
In South Oxfordshire, we aim to see a
stretch of the River Thames made a
Designated Bathing Area.
This September, we will host a River
Thames Clean-Up to celebrate World
Rivers Day. I hope this will become an
annual event when communities can come
together to celebrate and care for our
beautiful river and to raise awareness of
the huge challenges our rivers face.

Our Village
Mrs Mollie Walker, MBE, was born in
February 1909. She and her husband
moved to the village in 1932 and since
1937 she has lived in the same house that
she and her husband built. Mrs Walker
has had her vaccination against Covid and
remains in generally good health, being
supported by daily visits from her daughter and her son who visits weekly.
Until March last year Mrs Walker accompanied her daughter on weekly supermarket shopping trips which she has missed
since the first lockdown. These outings
gave her regular exercise which helped
her maintain good mobility but, despite
that, she can still walk with a frame and

get up the stairs to bed. Mrs Walker has
always had the company of a dog and
her daughter now walks her loyal collie.
Mrs Walker is very proud of all her
birthday cards from the Queen. The first
arrived on her 100th birthday and, having
received one every year since her 105th
birthday, she now has a considerable
collection which her daughter displays
for her on her birthday every year.
This year Mrs Walker received over
thirty cards from well-wishers as well as
balloons, lots of flower arrangements
and drawings from the children at Sonning Common Primary School. Her special request for her birthday this year
was strawberries and cream which she
thoroughly enjoyed after a good meal.
The village has much to be thankful to
Mrs Walker for since, along with a
friend, she was successful in preventing
a council housing estate being built on
Kingwood Common under the Nettlebed
and District Commons (Preservation)
Act 1906 which banned building on the
commons.
I am sure everyone in the village joins
the Peppard News Editorial Team in
sending belated good wishes to Mrs
Walker on her birthday.

The Trustees of FISH are pleased to be
able to announce that they have moved to
their new office/community room at: 82,
Lea Road, Sonning Common.
Some 18 months ago the Old Police Office in Sonning Common was sold to a
developer by the Police Property Agency.
FISH had made an unsuccessful bid for
the office only, but having found out that
the developer was a company called
Exp20, FISH were then able to enter into
negotiations to purchase the property.
A great fund-raising campaign was organised in late 2019 and eventually, with very
generous support from so many local people, parish councils, and South Oxfordshire District Council, the target of

Kathryn Fell Photography
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events,
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding
07958 371770
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk

£150,000 was achieved. FISH wish to
thank all those who gave so generously,
without whose help the project would not
have succeeded.
Northgate Developments, the company
renovating the new premises, started work
last October and on Wednesday 27th January, FISH were able to move in with the
help of their volunteers and Gary Buckett,
the local removal company.
We have been renting the Old Surgery in
Kennylands Road for the last six years
and, over that time, Dr.Hemphill and his
family have been most supportive. We
thank them most sincerely.
We now start a new chapter in the life of
our 43 year old charity.

Since the last Peppard News, the hall has
been used on a very few occasions in
compliance with Covid guidelines. Currently it is completely closed.
However, during this time we have
applied for Covid grants for village halls
and have been successful. Our thanks go
to South Oxfordshire District Council and
to Jo Robb and Lorraine Hillier, our two
District Councillors, who have supported
us during this difficult time.
The grants have been to cover not only the
recurring overheads, but also
improvements in order to help the
community at large recover and come
together again after the pandemic.
The Trustees have, for some time, wished
to install a new state-of-the-art audio/
visual system for use by the
Peppard Revels Film Night and also, for
example, for those wishing to hire the hall
for parties.
We continue to move forward with this
idea and hopefully this can be achieved in
2021 which is our 100th birthday year. No
party is planned as yet but we can hope
for the future.
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Our Village, cont’d
Like all organisations, we have been
struggling with the constantly changing
COVID regulations. Having made
appropriate adjustments to the way we
work, we managed to operate during three
months of last year. This involved operating in two groups of six at each session,
sometimes in completely different areas,
and members had to apply each time so
that we could control the numbers. In the
meantime, a great deal of work on our two
dozen odd sites in South Oxfordshire is
not getting done.
At the moment we cannot accept new
members and, when we do work, the numbers are limited. We wait to see what will
happen when the current regulations start
to be lifted and whether we will have to
make further changes. Watch this space!

The library may be closed but you can
still use many of the library’s resources.
If you don’t already belong you can apply
to join - it's free. You can use Click and
Collect to order items on-line and collect
from Henley library.
Are you interested in family history and
biographies? Libraries have resources for
researching your family history and biographies of influential British people.
There is also a music streaming service:
listen at home to genres, including
classical, jazz, blues, and world music. Or
if you want news, magazines and research
there is a range of current and historic
newspapers, magazines, and access to
academic research.
For on-line resources for homework and
study there is plenty to help children and
young people study at home.
Help is available too for people who are
unable to visit the library themselves with
the Home Library Service
You can sign up to receive our library
eNewsletter to find out about all our
news, features, recommended books,
activities, events and more! You can also
download bestselling eBooks and eAudio
titles to your computer or portable device.
The library catalogue allows you to
search all the titles in Oxfordshire's public
libraries, see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
libraries.
You may be interested to know paperbacks are still available at 22, Lea Road
every Wednesday during daylight hours.
The books are free but a donation to FISH
would be welcome. People are welcome
to browse in a well ventilated area. There
are over 300 books to choose from. Jigsaws are also available.

The lure of the open water and an exciting challenge for a relevant cause has
drawn six ladies together for an English
Channel relay swim.
Sometime towards the end of June/early
July, the Thames Marvels will attempt
to swim in costumes (no wetsuits allowed) across the busiest shipping lane
in the world, encountering jellyfish, unsettled weather, flotsam and jetsam,
choppy waters and tidal changes as they
go. Marika Perkins and Rebecca Bell
from Peppard and four other local swimmers, including Vicky Elson Smith from
Caversham and Lee Saudan from
Nuffield, have taken up the challenge of
battling it out on the choppy seas to raise
money for the Charlie Waller Memorial
Trust.

The Thames Marvels

This charity was started by the family of
Charlie Waller who had depression and
took his own life in 1997; they specialise in educating young people and those
responsible for them about mental health
and well-being, which is particularly
relevant in these troubled times. They
have become one of the most wellknown and respected mental health

charities in the UK and they aim to
further reduce the stigma that still exists
around mental health.
The Thames Marvels - Marika, Alaine,
Rebecca, Vicky, Elizabeth (Liz) and Lee
became friends through swimming with
the Henley Open Water Swimming Club,
an organisation that gives fellow enthusiasts the opportunity to dip all year round
in the Thames and other rivers and lakes
in the area, not to mention the sea when
pre-Covid trips allowed. They have
continued to train into the depths of winter
with temperatures plummeting to below 2°
C in the water during a time when Covid
restrictions and flooding have made safe
swimming a real challenge. All pool lane
training has ceased as public pools have
closed – so between them, the team have
taken to Zoom yoga, pilates, running and
kayaking to keep their fitness levels
up during lockdown.
The friendship and camaraderie of the
group has kept everyone going
through what could have been a difficult and
lonely few months and the joy of being in the fresh water has been invigorating and refreshing, both physically
and mentally. The Marvels are looking forward to their channel crossing
this summer; they very much hope
that you will support this fantastic
charity because mental health matters.
If you wish to donate please go to
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
thamesmarvels.

This local charity (Registered Charity
No. 241001) can provide financial
help to individuals and families living
in the village so please make contact
if you think the charity might be able
to help. It may be that you are in need
of some help because of the pandemic
or for some other reason. Your request
will be considered in confidence by the
charity's trustees.
Please make contact with Chairperson
Valentine de Haan by e-mail valentinedehaan@outlook.com or phone 0118
972 3806 or Trustee Sue Nickson e-mail
sue@suenickson.com or phone 0118 972
4520.

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Junior
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Peppard News

Welcome to the 2021 Spring edition! So far I think we can all agree
that the snow, sledging and snowman building was a welcome highlight. Home Schooling has been an adjustment for everyone, but, I
think we have all appreciated and enjoyed our daily Zoom lessons with
our teachers and friends!

Amber Kriefman skating on Mill Meadows, Henley

For this new year I have started running.
My Mum and I are doing couch to 5k, this
involves running three times a week for
nine weeks and each week you do a bit
more running to a bit less walking.
I have also started doing roller skating
and my sister’s yoga class!
2021 should be a great year for new
starts!

Maisey Neave Tubb trying out her roller skates

Freya Kriefman, one of last year’s Junior Editors, moved to Gillotts from Peppard School, and has shared her experience of going to
secondary school with us.
Freya said she is enjoying her new school, and now we’re back in lockdown is really missing being there. Her favourite subject is
Maths, which she says is fun and the teacher is nice. She also enjoys Art and Science – although not so much Physics! When they are
back in school Freya will start learning German and is already doing French, and is excited to start Food Tech very soon. We asked
Freya how much homework she gets – she said it’s a pretty average as all subjects don’t give out work every week.
Freya is in Orwell house, but the other houses are Darwin and Pankhurst. Joining Gillotts this year has been very different to other
years due to Covid restrictions. For example the Year 7s have to stay in the Science Block for all their lessons and not move around
the school. This has also meant that Freya and her friends have had to get used to sitting on stools all day!
We asked Freya if she had any advice for our current Year 6s who are getting ready to leave Peppard. She said ‘don’t worry about
moving to a new school, it’s actually really fun!’

Junior Peppard News is published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Friends of Peppard School and Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard. It is also available by e-mail.
Editors: Max Claridge, Amber Kriefman, Maisey Neave-Tubb and Lola Wilde, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Junior Peppard News cont’d

This is the second time we have had to face the good and
bad things about home schooling. Things are different at
Peppard Primary School this time round. We are now doing
live lessons with our teachers on Zoom. Years 1-6 have live
Maths and English lessons every day and we also have two
lessons to complete in the afternoon, followed by a live call at
3pm with our teacher again.
Each week we also have a live lesson with Mr. Steele, our
headmaster, and a live French lesson with Madame
Sauvage. It’s not the same as being in the classroom, where
we would rather be – it is more fun with your friends, but it is
still fun. We can ask our teachers for help and they are there
to guide us straight away. It helps us feel like we are still connected to each other in some way.
Seeing our friends’ faces on Zoom and hearing them chat
helps us not to miss each other as much or the fun we had at
playtimes.

Max Claridge hard at work at home

Francesca Keyte at school

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

• Implants
• Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
• Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
• Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

During lockdown, I have been going into school as my Mum is a key
worker. There have been a few others coming in with me too. In our
classroom, we have Key Stage 2 children. I am in Year 5 and there
are four other people from my year who also come in and five on
one day a week. We go into school at 9am and we log on to our
morning Zoom call. It is really lovely to see my friends every morning, although I miss seeing them in person.
After the Zoom call, we do Maths. Then we go outside into the playground for breaktime and then log back on for English. Our teacher
Mrs Watkins is there to help us all morning on Zoom and Mrs Elson,
Mrs Cleal, Mrs Smith or Mrs Hall are there to help us if we are stuck
with anything.
At lunchtime, we have a packed lunch and then go onto the common to play. Some people play IT and some just talk. It is fun but it
is much quieter and I miss the rest of my friends. After lunch we get
on with the other subjects like history, music, RE and Art. Sometimes we have to log back in for French and sometimes for PSHE
(Personal, Social, Health and Economics) which Mr Steele teaches.
School finishes at 3pm except on Fridays when it finishes at 12pm.
Before we go home, we have to log back in for a check in with our
teacher to say Goodbye.
Sometimes we get allocated break out rooms to talk to our friends. I
really like coming into school as I am able to see a lot more people
than at home, but I miss my other friends and I am hoping we will all
be allowed back into school soon when everyone is vaccinated from
Covid. I think the teachers are really kind to come into school to look
after us and help us.

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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As we are in another lockdown, socialising has had to change.
Whilst some of us are still in school, many of us are once
again, home schooling.
One of the ways most of us are socialising is by Zoom, but
there are other ways to socialise too. We can play on-line
games such as Roblox and Minecraft. Also calling and
Facetime is a good way to keep in contact with everyone.
Stay safe, from all of us at Peppard School.

Lola Wilde

Artwork by
Maisey Neave Tubb

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
• Open Wednesday and Friday during term-time
• Full and part-time places
• Fully government funded sessions available
• Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.

Babes in the Woods
•
•
•
•

Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 9.30am-11.00am
Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162
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Our Village cont’d
It's time to start thinking about plants for
your garden. Last Spring, Greenshoots
Nursery was shut down due to the first
Covid lockdown but our local community
supported us magnificently by buying our
plants from local pop-up shops run by
volunteers. This year we will be open at
Manor Farm and trainees, volunteers and
staff look forward to welcoming you. We
will be selling vegetable and bedding
plants, perennials, shrubs, compost and
lots more.
Greenshoots, part of The Ways and Means
Trust (Charity 255074), does the
important job of supporting and training
adults with learning difficulties, mental ill
health and physical disabilities. Our
trainees love to sow the seeds and pot up
plants. We just need you to come and buy
them!
While visiting, pop in to our gift shop
selling honey from our resident bees, jam,
chutney and gift items made by us.
We need volunteers too, for a variety of
tasks in the nursery and the workshop.
Pop in or give us a ring. We are open every weekday from 09.00-16.00, with some
weekend opening in the spring. Find out
more – phone 01491 628933, check our
website www.waysandmeans.org.uk or
follow us on Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram.

There were tentative plans to restart the
Health Walks in January but these had to
be postponed.
Any information about starting points and
times and days will be available on:
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.
uk/timetable as soon as something definite has been decided. To talk to someone
about any aspect of the Health Walks
phone Chris Brook on 0118 924 2515
Meanwhile, spring is here, so get out and
enjoy our beautiful local countryside!

with the Forestry Commission’s heathland
regeneration project at Burnt Platt. In adIn 2018, the NDCC (Nettlebed and Disdition to creating a nature corridor, it also
trict Common Conservators) were
improves public access for recreation and
awarded a grant by Network Rail and
leisure – the declared purpose in establishthe Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment
ing 560 acres of the Nettlebed Estate as
to undertake a commons biodiversity
common land over a century ago.
improvement programme. Since
The measures being implemented could
NDCC’s enactment in 1906, the
take a decade to achieve biodiversity obcommons have gradually transformed
jectives yet there have been encouraging
from mostly grassland and heathland to
early signs: two expert forays in Autumn
mostly woodland.
2019 identified over 60 different fungi
on Kingwood Common, with a completely different set of species in the
woodland clearings. Returning fauna
and flora have also been recorded. Set
against the total woodland on the commons, the felling is negligible, and the
open grassland and heathland created in
its place will absorb carbon too. We
value woodland, heathland and grassland alike; all have a place in our wonderful Chilterns landscape.
Kingwood, where The Chiltern Society
manages our volunteering efforts, and
Peppard Commons lie entirely within
our parish. To find out how you can get
New ride, Kingwood Common, September 2020
involved with this valuable and interToday, this woodland landscape is a
esting biodiversity programme, please
highly valued local amenity. However,
contact Matthew Davis
woodland needs to be managed and
(matthewdavis550@outlook.com) or me
landscape needs to remain diversified, or
(tonyrancombe@yahoo.co.uk). Alternabiodiversity will suffer. Accordingly,
tively, if you wish find out more about
NDCC’s programme, which is aimed at
NDCC’s work across all the local comarresting this decline, includes opening
mons, visit us on www.nettlebedup selected woodland areas to encourage
commons.org.
adjacent sparse heathland and grassland
to expand and interconnect. The proposed measures were supported by Network Rail’s environmental assessor, the
Are you new to the area? Or are you just
Chiltern Society, Chilterns Conservation
interested in our history? Would you like
Board, and Peppard and Nettlebed Parto read more about Peppard?
ish Councils. Overall, the programme
extends over four years to 2022.
Two books have been written by Peppard
residents that give lots of interesting detail
To date, public feedback on NDCC’s
about our village history and its people –
programme has been overwhelmingly
both books are now out of print but are
positive; however, tree felling has raised
available from Sonning Common Library.
eyebrows. After all, aren’t we encourThe books are: The Land of the Rother
aged to plant trees to offset carbon emisBeast by Mike Macleod and In Common
sions? Most felling has been for a new
Memory by Sue Nickson.
ride on Kingwood Common that could
ultimately extend northwards to connect
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A group of ‘song birds’ is flocking together and planning the launch of a new
Community Singing Group.
Once Covid19 restrictions are lifted we
are planning to meet every two weeks in a
local village hall to sing heartily and
rejoice that we can all meet and socialise
as a community once again.
To paraphrase that ageless pianist of the
’60s, Semprini, ‘Old ones, new ones, forgotten ones, remembered ones’ will all be
attempted in the pursuit of making a joyful and harmonious sound that will bring a
smile to your face and lift your mood.
We are currently looking for a Musical
Director. Therefore if you are interested
or have any contacts, we would love to
hear from you. Please let either Clive
Mills 07934 875127, Bernard Winnington
0118 972 4874 or Barry Wood 01491
629982 know as soon as possible.
We look forward to hearing from you and
hope to have more information shortly.
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On behalf of Wood Lane Dentistry, I
want to congratulate all the various
services and businesses that have battled
through and worked when allowed.
We also want to inform all our patients/
friends within the community that we
will continue to offer as complete a
service as we are able. As well as seeing
our own patients we have in many
circumstances been able to help those
whose own practices have not been able
to offer services in this difficult time.

The Wood Lane Dentistry team in full PPE

Once again the library is closed under
lockdown restrictions. Officially only
larger libraries, e.g. Henley, are allowed
to offer ‘click and collect’ for people
who are desperate for something to read,
but the guidelines are under review. So if
you’re in need of books, whether you’re
over 70 or under 10 (and anything in
between!) please get in touch at:
sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire.
gov.uk to find out what the latest arrangements are (or try phoning 0118 972
2448 and leave a message) and we’ll see
what we can do to help….
For information about Oxfordshire
Libraries and online services see:
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
If by the time you read this the library
has reopened, the opening hours will be:
Monday 14.00-17.00; Wednesday14.0017.00; Friday 09.00-13.00, 14.00-17.00;
Saturday 09.30-12.30
We will be open under ‘Covid-Secure
Conditions’, meaning that masks should
be worn in the library (unless medically
exempt), books are quarantined for 72
hours, numbers allowed in are monitored, and short visits are encouraged.

Our telephones are incredibly busy at
the moment and so e-mail may be the
most efficient way to contact us: we can
be contacted on
info@woodlanedentistry.co.uk
Finally, we want to send everyone our
good wishes and here’s hoping that the
vaccine roll-out will allow us all to
return to some level of normality and
allow us to finally hug our families and
shake hands with our compatriots.
Weren’t those the days?

You must have lots of old stamps and
currency tucked away in the back of a
drawer. These can all be converted into
real currency to help the Dog’s Trust.
A new crisis has been reached for dogs
during the pandemic – many people
cannot cope with a dog, especially an
energetic puppy, during the lockdown,
or many people thought it would be
lovely to have a dog during lockdown
and then discovered how much work it
is. Then, of course, many dogs have lost
their owners to the pandemic. This is all
in addition to the many dogs that are
given as Christmas presents and then
become unwanted.

The Dog’s Trust take in unwanted and
abandoned dogs and houses them in
kennels all around the country. They will
be examined by a vet who will vaccinate,
chip, steralise or spay them. Puppies will
be assessed for potential police training or
training for blind, deaf or disabled
people’s dogs. Old dogs are cared for and
a policy is that no dog will be put down
unnecessarily.
Any UK or foreign currency, either notes
or coins, whether current or out or date
will be accepted as will any old stamps
and old postcards. Please put through
the letterbox of Occasions in
Sonning Common in an envelope
marked ‘Dog’s Trust’ or drop in to
Margaret Macleod at The Mount,
Gallowstree Road, just up a tiny lane
opposite the War Memorial Hall.

The Sonning Common Health Centre
PPG (Patient Participation Group)
aims to bring you up to date information about available services and, in
particular, on how to access same day
services quickly and efficiently.
In December 2020 the NHS changed the
way the 111 service works. It aims to put
patients in contact with the best service
for their clinical needs. It also has a
secondary aim to try and reduce overcrowding in A&E units and reduce
unheralded attendances. The service is
available by phoning 111 or via a website
(www.111.nhs.uk).
If a patient has chest pain, signs of a
stroke, severe bleeding, fits that aren’t
stopping, or other conditions needing
emergency care then they should head
straight to A&E or use the 999 services as
normal. However, if patients have a medical need, but do not require urgent care,
then the new 111 service will ask you
relevant information and then refer you to
the most applicable services for your
needs. Patients can be booked into A&E,
Minor Injury Units, First Aid Units, or be
referred to a GP.
There is also a lot of information available
on NHS Apps Library (www.nhs.uk) and
on our own website (www.sonning
commonhealthcentre.co.uk).
Using the new and improved 111 service
may help you to get the most relevant
same day care for your condition.
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Clubs and Societies
Unfortunately we are in full lockdown
again and our courts are closed but I am
hoping that we will be able to open soon.
Tennis is a naturally socially distanced
sport that is safe to play and gives people
of all ages the opportunity to exercise
with friends or relatives. Tennis is
important for people’s physical and
mental health and I am pleased to see that
so many local families have joined the
club in the last 12 months and benefitted
by being able to use our courts.
We have two excellent quality hard courts
that can be played on all year round
located at the entrance of Bishopswood
Sports Ground, on Horseponds Road.
With lighter evenings, there will be many
times in the months ahead to play tennis.
Our club is ideal for beginners and young
families or simply for anyone to play in a
casual and informal environment.
Interested but neither you nor your children have ever played tennis and you
want to find out more about our club?
Please visit our website at
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org or
e-mail info@sonningcommon
tennisclub.org

The members have kept in touch throughout the pandemic as best they can.
Members were active in undertaking
various pursuits in the late autumn and the
run up to Christmas. This included being
able to contribute to the national Knit for
Peace initiative, by knitting and crocheting squares of complimentary colours at
home which were eventually all brought
together to become a completed long
jacket, ready for someone who needs it.
For an End of Year competition, entries
for a poem or a Christmas short story (preschool age children) were encouraged.
The prizes were won by Ruth Whitaker

for her poem Santa’s Christmas and
Elaine Douglas, for her short story,
Hopeful Christmas. Prizes were awarded
by James Hathaway, director of Winkworth Estate Agency, who also kindly
donated the first prize for the poetry
competition. In addition, recipes were
compiled for our book, Favourite Recipes from Peppard WI.

a note to contact us so that we can ask
how things are in both their school and
home lives. We offered tips on how to
keep a check on their mental health and
how to follow us on social media for our
baking, workouts and crafts.
During half term we were planning a
treasure hunt with a difference, a Valentine’s Bake Off, a photography competition and our Green Team allotment for
which we have been lucky enough to get
funding with a Tesco Bags For Help grant.
We are setting this up at Kidmore End
Memorial Hall; due to Covid it was postponed but now is the perfect time to prepare for this year’s harvest. We have so
much going on with something to look
forward to when lockdown finally ends.
In our Careers’ section we used social
media to ask a wide range of people to
make a short video about their job. We
then asked 10 questions to get the relevant
information to help the young people
make their choices. We will publish the
results later this month or possibly next
month.
With everything affected by Covid-19, we
want to do whatever we can to help our
young people.

Ruth Whitaker with her Poetry prize

In the depths of winter, members were
encouraged to think of further activities
to bring members together, and this included finding a childhood photograph,
so that everyone could guess who it
might be: not a competition but a bit of
fun. We hope that everyone will be able
to get involved and keep in touch until
we can all see each other

It was Children’s Mental Health Week
at the beginning of February so Sonning
Common Youth Club posted daily uplifting quotes and advice on social media, but most importantly we sent out
care packages to our young people with

We are looking forward to the cricket
season and are cautiously optimistic of a
busy summer ahead.
Covid permitting, the first game is due to
be played at Peppard Common on Easter
Monday, 5th April, with the league action
for the 1sts, 2nds and 3rds set to start on
Saturday, 1st May.
The 1st XI will be competing in the
BCMBL Championship, with the 2nd XI
in Berkshire Cricket League Division One
and the 3rd XI in Division Two.
Both Sunday sides have games running
from early April to late September, while
there are also various midweek matches
confirmed and junior fixtures running

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust
Fund for support of educational activities

The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twentyfives from Peppard. It can help with purchase of books, educational
visits, special projects, and the like. If you may be eligible, or know of
others who may wish to apply, please call:
Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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from Under 9s to Under 19s.
For more information about PSRCC,
please contact Chairman Gerry Bacon
(07785 771847) or as a junior, Andy
Watts (07884 931906).
Women’s and girls’ cricket also continues
to grow within the club – if you are interested in getting involved, contact Celia
Hall on cemhall@googlemail.com
The club’s website is
www.peppardstokerow.playcricket.com

Who would believe that it is nearly 12
months since we had to close our gates
in March last year? Wyfold RDA
(Riding for the Disabled) were tentatively able to reopen them with a skeleton team of volunteers in July but
only to riders that could mount by
themselves, applying to only 11 of our
65 riders.
During the last 10 months we have had
to manage with an income loss of
£2,500 per month but have been
helped by our loyal and generous supporters, so because of them we have
still been able to keep our eight ponies
fed and cared for over these winter
months. Our campaign to keep our
horses in hay has so far brought in donations of over £5,000 and the messages
of support for our work and our organisation have been really uplifting in these
really sad times. The power of the internet
is truly amazing.
A lot of our riders have really missed
coming up to the stables, seeing the ponies, socialising, being out in the fresh air
and exercising so, back before the second
lockdown, the Tuesday Team invited
three of our adult riders (from the same
household) to come up and learn all about
horses and how to look after them. The
intrepid trio did very well and were finally
awarded their Achievement Certificates
and Badges. They had to learn the points

of a horse, all about the grooming kit and
how to groom a pony and clean its feet
and all about the parts of the driving
harness and carriage and how to clean the
harness. Each morning ended with a walk
to say Hello to the ponies.
We are all really looking forward to the
day when we can open our gates again and
welcome back our enthusiastic riders and
drivers and our loyal and dedicated volunteers. Our 50th Anniversary Presentation
Evening which was scheduled for the 28th
March 2020 and then for 10th October
2020 and then again for 27th March 2021
will once again have to be postponed until
the autumn when we hope that we will
really be able to celebrate our survival

RDA Achievement Award recipients

through the Covid pandemic as well as 51
years as a thriving and successful charity!
For more information see
www.wyfoldrda.org.uk

It has been a very difficult time for everyone over the last few months and at
present we still don’t know how soon
things will improve. We have been able
to offer limited play at the club for some
of the winter but currently have had to
close the courts again. However, we
remain optimistic that tennis will be one

of the first sports allowed in the short
term, even if the type of play is still restricted.
Teach Me Tennis run all of our coaching
and are eager to get their groups going
again and even if play is restricted to oneto-one lessons; there will be three coaches
available to offer lessons for all ages!
In December we took the opportunity to
replace the perimeter fencing and gates for
all six courts providing improved disabled
access and the club is now looking great.
We have been pleased to welcome many
new members in the last few months and
look forward to getting back together
again in the early spring.
Please contact us for any membership
enquiries: email peppardltc@hotmail.co.uk or phone 0118 947
4051. For coaching enquiries please contact info@teachmetennis.co.uk

Like many sporting clubs the period of the
3rd lockdown has seen little or no activity.
We are all keen to get back to competitive
action as soon as it is safe to do so. The
club plays its matches at the Peppard War
Memorial Hall in Gallowstree Road where
it also holds regular adult practice sessions
and junior coaching.
Prior to the 3rd lockdown, we had established a weekly session for members and
others to practise in socially distanced
groups of six to eight people and we are
looking forward to being able to do that
again. Looking further ahead, our 30+
league playing membership are all, I am
sure, looking forward to when the Reading
Table Tennis League can start up again
and we can get back to competitive action
as well as welcoming new members.
In the meantime, if you need any details
on how the club is operating or wish to
sign up then please contact me at
n.maltby587@btinternet.com

ALL THE JOBS

AROUND YOUR HOME
MR F1X-IT - Handyman / Property Services
Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273,
or call evenings 0118 972 3004
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com
for a free quote and call out
www.mrf1xit.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Our Churches
All Saints’

Church of England

Rector:
Associate Priest:
Churchwardens:

www.achurchnearyou.com/5977

The onset of 2021 reminded me of
Flanders and Swann (remember them?)
– ‘January brings the snow, makes your
feet and fingers glow ... April brings the
soft spring showers, on and on for hours
and hours ... in July the sun is hot. Is it
shining? No it’s not ..,’ etc.
Great stuff, but this is NOT how we
wanted to embark on the New Year:
thinking, just more of the same old Covid
climate, same old now-you-see-them,
now-you-don’t goalposts; NO!
We need to know there will be a new
season - and surely there will. Not just
thanks to vaccines and a tireless NHS but,
hopefully, because we’ve been willing to
learn all that needs to be learned: from
my perspective, all that God would want
to show us.
One key lesson might be the reminder
that, to quote the Bible, ‘perfect love
casts out fear’. There’s been plenty of
fear this past year: some justified, some
maybe needless. Either way, it’s
debilitating to be driven by fear rather
than faith, and we can have faith that
God’s purposes for us are born out of his
perfect love for us.
Hard to believe, in the face of suffering,
death even?
True but also true that death should not
come as a surprise; in many parts of the
world it comes sooner rather than later.
Neither should we see it as the last word.
Just as the deaths of winter are followed
by the new creations of spring, so our
death is followed by resurrection.
The future may not look like the past; but
the perfect love of God is the same yesterday, today and forever.

Rev’d James Stickings
Rev’d Sheila Walker
Valentine de Haan
Kathie Anderson

0118 972 1459
0118 972 4861 from our Bishop to local communities to
0118 972 3806 take the first steps in exploring faith.
0118 972 2694 Who is it for? Come and See is an invita-

Over Christmas we were happy to
continue with our carefully made plans
as we were, luckily, still in Tier 2.
On Christmas Eve, the Beacon on
Peppard Common was lit and the choir
led carols for the enjoyment of the community. On Christmas morning we went
ahead with our traditional Service of
Lessons and Carols, led by Nigel
Downing. The music had been specially
selected to include some choir favourites
– Adam Lay Ybounden, Gabriel’s Message and A Tender Shoot plus four
others. The Christmas tree, which is
always kindly donated by the
Butler-Smith family, twinkled charmingly near the War Memorial to
welcome all.
During these difficult times we have
used Zoom to keep in touch. We can
now enjoy a Benefice Sunday service
each week, bible study, the Lent course,
prayer meetings, junior choir practice
and Sunday Club all thanks to modern
technology.
Could you spare a few hours to come
and work in our beautiful and muchadmired churchyard? Ian Fraser (01491
629631) is looking to recruit some more
volunteers to join his happy band of
workers.
Sadly, at the time of writing, the church
is closed. We hope to be able to plan an
outdoor Easter celebration, but please
look out for more information on our
website as we seek to respond to changing circumstances. We have enrolled in
the Oxford Diocese Come and See
initiative, details as follows:
Many people are asking deep questions
of faith. Come and See is an invitation

tion to everyone, for everyone. It’s for
anyone who feels adrift in this pandemic
whether or not they know anything about
the Christian faith. When they register,
the Diocese will send them helpful information each week and, if they would like,
put them in touch with their local church:
for the people of Peppard - that’s us!
Please do think about whether you know
of anyone who may be interested, and
give them the link to the website:
www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see
As ever,

Zoom choir practice with the juniors
continues apace every other Thursday at
18.30.
We are enjoying choosing hymns from
the church year. Epiphany has proved a
huge hit with its lovely hymn choices, in
particular O worship the Lord in the
Beauty of Holiness and Brightest and Best
of the Sons of the Morning.
Our young choristers enjoy choosing their
own favourites too as we move towards
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple in
early February and to Lent.
It’s lovely to see happy faces beaming out
across Peppard, Sonning Common and the
surrounding villages, all singing away.
We also invite special guests from the
local area.
We have a thriving junior choir but there
is always room for more so if your child
loves to sing and wants a Zoom, I would
love to hear from you by e-mail at
kenyon.bell@btinternet.com Special
guests are welcome too.

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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St Michael’s

Catholic Church

Father Michael Sharkey
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
Parish Office:
0118 972 3418
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
At the time of writing, we are still in lockdown but there is hope that things will
start to improve in the near future with
declining infection rates and the vaccine
programme continuing to unfold. This
means parish life continues to be disrupted
but not extinguished.
Our Christmas plans were thrown into
disarray when Reading went into Tier 4
while Sonning Common remained in Tier
2. Since many of our parishioners live in
Caversham, Caversham Park and Emmer

Green, they were unable to come to St
Michael’s for Christmas Mass.
As a result, many more people were celebrating Christmas in their homes following our Christmas Masses on
YouTube than were actually inside the
church.
Another disruption to normal life was
the inability of the local Christian communities to gather together to celebrate
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
at the end of January. Each year, one of
the local churches hosts the service in
which all churches participate. Since this
was not possible this year, and it is such
an important occasion, the local ministers worked together to produce an on-

line video to allow people to participate
from home.
It is not only the new vaccines that give
Christian communities hope for a better
future this year but that the Christ child
who came amongst us at the first
Christmas is still with us to guide us on
our way.
Amongst many things we are looking
forward to is the day when we are able to
embrace those of our parish who are vulnerable and either reside in a care home
or have had to shield at home.
We are unable to plan ahead for Lent and
Easter but please check our website for
the latest news, including the times of our
streamed Masses.

‘You’re on mute’).
At the time of writing, it is not clear
how long we will have to continue this
way, but we can testify to the creativity
that technology has inspired.
At the end of January, the foodbank,
which has been so well supported by a
host of volunteers, moved its physical
home to Christ the King Church in
Sonning Common. Springwater will
continue to manage it and provide a
place to receive donations. We are
especially thankful for the way in which
the local churches and so many volunteers in the village continue to work
together so well to sustain this muchneeded activity.

We are also extremely grateful for the
generosity of the Christmas Lunch Group
and friends that enabled us to deliver
Christmas parcels for recipients of the
foodbank. This move will enable us to
develop the space to house a new community venture, the Spring Café, which is
beginning to look ever more real with the
recent installation of a coffee machine,
generously donated by the Menza Café at
Henley Rugby Club and cheerfully installed by local business, AMAXS.
If you would like to view some of our
services (including the Carol Service)
follow this link:
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk/sermon
-archive/

Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk

e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com

Anyone passing the church during the late
afternoon of 24th December would have
heard the singing from a gazebo in the car
park as we adapted to Covid-19 regulations and rejoiced in our annual Carols by
Candlelight service outdoors. There were
no candles and everyone, other than the
musicians, was masked but it was a joyful
occasion nonetheless, made even more
special by those who attended and also the
lit tree and nativity scene in the Biblical
Garden.
Since the relative freedom of being in Tier
2 at Christmas, however, we are once
again hosting all our services on-line and
running both creative and administrative
groups on Zoom (accompanied by the
common introductory call to participants,

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE
(previously Pembroke Glass)

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?

Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy.
Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items.

Henley Antiques

House calls by appointment

0118 924 2582

07768 918501

frednickson@henleyantiques.com
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Peppard Diary
MARCH
Mon 8
Mon 15
Wed 31
APRIL
Mon 5
Mon 12
Mon 19
Wed 28
MAY
Mon 10
Mon 17

RPPC Meeting/19.00/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
RPPC Mtg/Planning/18.30/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
Peppard School Term 4 Ends
RPPC Mtg/Fin&Staff/18.30/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
RPPC Meeting/19.00/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
Peppard School Term 5 Starts
RPPC Mtg/Planning/18.30/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
Peppard School Term 5 Ends
RPPC Meeting/19.00/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
RPPC Mtg/Planning/18.30/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk
FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30 office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk
Wyfold RDA 50th Anniversary Awards Ceremony postponed until further notice
50th Anniversary Celebrations SC Health Centre postponed until Sunday 27 th June 2021
When the Green Gym recommences volunteers will work in two groups of six. Phone to book a place 0118 972 4228

Our website is updated regularly and events will be added to the Diary of Local Events
page when they are announced:
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events

Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services:
All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977*
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk
* In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin which provides up to date information on services – contact Rev’d Sheila Walker on
swalk2@btinternet.com to be added to the list of recipients.

Editors’ Note: For those readers who wish to remain active during the lockdown or other restrictions, there are two articles
relating to activities that could not be included in this issue of Peppard News due to space constraints. Please see our website
(Spring 2021 issue Page 17) to read articles about Active Leaders and Walking in Oxfordshire

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫
Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

Omitted Articles
We are organising activities that we hope
will help people during this lockdown:
Walking routes: we have a few of the map
books we produced still remaining, which
can be collected from 24 Kennylands
Road, Sonning Common. All the mapped
routes can be found on line at
www.activeleaders.co.uk (follow the
links to Sonning Common Explorers and
Chiltern Explorers).
Each Friday, Amanda Watkins-Cooke will
post a new mapped walk from Sonning
Common, which will appear on our
Active Leader Facebook page
@activeleaderssonningcommon.
Healthy activities, simple crafts, fun
games and tasty recipes: our Winter Fun
booklets – 60 pages of activities, things to
make, recipes and games to play – have
proved to be immensely popular. We have
the last few available from the above address. We can also make these available as
a pdf (e-mail penny@activeleaders.co.uk
or amanda@activeleaders.co.uk). The
booklets have been highly acclaimed by
headteachers, teachers, parents, grandparents and, of course, children. The activities are aimed at primary school age but
can be adapted for older children.
Lockdown challenge: each Wednesday,
Amanda will be issuing a weekly lockdown challenge. For example, find the
alphabet in your village! This could be
done during the permitted exercise times
and encourages everyone to get out in the
fresh air.
Holiday fun: we are hoping that the popular holiday fun programmes in Sonning
Common can continue if funding can be
found. These will provide easy-to-do
trails, challenges and games for the whole
family to enjoy during half term, Easter,
May half-term and the summer. The
pumpkin trail during October half term
and our Gingerbread trail during
Christmas went viral around the country,
with villages from the north to the south
setting up trails using our materials!
Our aim is to provide something for everyone which is accessible, cheap (or free)
and fun. We are acutely aware of the need
to promote health and fitness at this
critical time and the financial challenges
people are under.

Are you fed-up with doing the same
old walks? If so, then walking in
Oxfordshire
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
oxfordshire is the website for you!
With hundreds of walks to download
and print, free, it also has books of
walks, contact details for all the walking groups in the county (Covid restrictions applying) and much more.
Whether you want to walk on your own
or, when allowed, with a group all the
information is there in one place.
There is so much walking information
on the web but it is sometimes difficult
to find. Walking in Oxfordshire has
brought it together in one place so
whether you are walking from home, or
driving a little distance, you will be
able to find a walk suitable for you.
With walks from half a mile to twelve
miles plus long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs,
everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So, home or away, check out the website and get walking! For more
information contact
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

