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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 
www.peppardprimary.co.uk 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 149 years. 
01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

It was very exciting to return to school 
in September after so long. The kids 
looked so happy and it was lovely to 
return to a new sort of normal. Sadly, 
due to Covid restrictions we were not 
able to do our usual autumn events 
which the children so enjoy. We did, 
however, manage a couple of events that 
were a great success. 

Firstly, the whole school completed a 
sponsored walk for the Dipper family to 
help raise funds for their father, Nick. 
They are parents at the school but the 
twin boys, who are shielding, have not 
started Foundation. The weather was 
glorious on the day and everyone en-
joyed the walk in the sun; they left the 
school and went through the woods and 
completed a loop up to the Unicorn, 
where the children were given hot choc-
olate to revive them for the homeward 
journey. In total, they walked about 
three miles which is no mean feat for 
some of the little legs!  

We were so pleased to be joined 
throughout the walk by Nick, Lisa, Ely 
and Ezra Dipper. The total we have 
raised was around £7,000 which is an 
incredible amount. You may be  
interested in supporting them: see 
www.gofundme.com/f/team-dipper-
needs-you. 

The week before half term, we had a 
school pumpkin carving competition. 
Each class brought in their pumpkins on 
different days and at the end of the week 
Mr Steele announced the winners from 
each year, who won prizes. The kids real-
ly engaged with this and we had some 
very creative entries. With the second 
lockdown now upon us, we are not sure 
how much fundraising we can do, or 
Christmas cheer there is to be had but, 
with the support of the parents and mem-
bers of staff, I am sure we can come up 
with some inventive and fun ideas. 

Our Young Achiever 

Esme, who is a Year 5 pupil at Peppard, 
was awarded a green Blue Peter badge for 
drawing a poster about the environment. 
She did it about trees being chopped down 
and the effect that is having on bees, and 
plastic pollution. Her aim was to make the 
world a better place.  

Upon returning in September, just like 
any other school, we had to run through 
all the risks to the health of children, par-
ents and staff, producing a lengthy risk 
assessment. Oxfordshire County Council 
had supplied all the hand sanitiser and 
PPE equipment we could possibly need.  

We knew from the beginning, that isolat-
ing children in class ‘bubbles’ was not 
going to be easy. In just one of our classes 
of 31 children, there are 19 brothers and 
sisters in other classes within the school. 

Since reopening, we have constantly 
adapted our life at school, although the 
children still play outside on the common 
together every break and lunchtime. 
House Captains have run two inter-house 
lunchtime competitions of ‘Capture the 
Flag’.  We also continue to have before 
and after school clubs each day.  

Whenever possible, our assemblies have 
been outdoors; either on the common or 
in the Reception Class outdoor area. Since 
the weather has turned, we are using 
Zoom more and more, with children stay-
ing in their classrooms connecting virtual-
ly.  On Wednesday 11th November, we 
had our second collective Worship Zoom, 
led by Sheila Walker. We had invited 
members of the local community to come 
along, just as we would have done if  
going to church.  By the end of this month 
we are hoping that we will be able to  
invite parents to join us in our collective 
worship via Zoom 

Despite restrictions, the classes have each 
managed one trip out!  They have all been 
to the River and Rowing Museum in  
Henley, taking part in workshops cover-
ing a variety of topics. The whole school 
took part in a sponsored walk for a family 
in our community and raised a whopping 
£6,800! 

Unfortunately, we have been unable to 
host our usual Open Morning for prospec-
tive parents for September 2021 as DfE 
guidelines restrict visitors onto the school 
site.  However, we are able to show par-

ents around after school when all the 
children have gone home.  If you would 
like a tour, please contact the school 
office 01491 628354. 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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Parish Council 
Acting Chairman: Jonathan Berger 

Tel: 07595 551391 
e-mail: jonathan.s.berger@btinternet.com 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 
Tel: 0118 940 6809 

e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 
Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillor: Jo Robb 
01235 422520 

Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usual-
ly meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 
19:30 in the Pavilion. Parishioners may 

attend and observe, and may briefly raise 
issues of concern to them. It is hoped that 

public meetings will resume soon.  

Editors’ Note: Every quarter, the  
Chairman of Rotherfield Peppard Parish 
Council, our South Oxfordshire District 
Councillor and our Oxfordshire County 
Councillor are all invited to contribute to 
the current issue of Peppard News. 

As a very keen rider, Sue used to ride all 
around this area and knew it well. When 
she saw new houses being built on the 
former Borocourt Hospital site, she 
thought it would be a lovely place to live. 
So, eight years ago, after 26 years in  
Tokers Green, she and her husband, John, 
moved into the area. She hasn’t ridden 
seriously since her competition horse re-
tired but, as her house adjoins woodland, 
she has ready access for walking – her 
other favourite activity. With her very 
large German Shepherd dog, Teddy, in 
tow she now walks the whole area: Teddy, 
she says, is her substitute horse.  

Formerly, Sue was an international corpo-

rate lawyer in the nuclear and pharma-
ceutical industries. They were high-
pressure jobs, with a lot of responsibil-
ity and a lot of travel but, at the time, 
she absolutely loved it. She worked for 
an American multi-national but when it 
was bought by a Swiss company, rather 
than relocate (Sue felt that the different 
culture was not for her), she decided to 
spend more time improving her dres-
sage. Nevertheless, she continued work-
ing as a consultant for a further 10 years 
until, 15 years ago, she found herself 
going through papers at 03.00 one 
morning. This triggered the question 
‘Why am I doing this?’. She felt that it 
had all become too much, she was on a 
treadmill and it was finally time to re-
tire. She has never looked back. 

Five years ago, Simon Crouch, the then 
Chairman of the Parish Council, per-
suaded her to join the council. Sue has 
always had the philosophy that every-
one should contribute to society so this 
suited her very well. She had previously 
been a councillor in Kidmore End and 
was already on the board of the Wyfold 
Estate, so her knowledge and experi-
ence was warmly welcomed. Three 

years ago, she took on the role of 
Chair of the Planning Committee. 
The workload is often over a day a 
week and is fairly relentless but very 
interesting. The Parish Council as a 

whole is very collegial and she finds 
working alongside her fellow council-
lors on the Planning Committee very 
rewarding. They are all very committed 
and supportive although, she says, they 
occasionally disagree on planning  
matters especially modern architecture! 
The role of the Parish Council is to 
make recommendations to the District 
Council which then makes a decision. 
We need, and cannot avoid, new afford-
able housing but the Planning Commit-
tee is very focussed on preserving our 
rural environment within the Chilterns 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
The Planning Committee try to ensure 
that new houses and house extensions 
do not have an adverse impact on the 

characteristics of the village and the 
AONB.  

Planning meetings can be quite lively es-
pecially if large numbers of the public 
attend: she says that sometimes she needs 
to be quite bossy to make sure everyone 
gets a chance to speak!  

What makes her quite angry though, is 
that some developers exploit planning 
loopholes and blatantly abuse the system 
by continuing to submit further applica-
tions after refusals. She can’t bear it when 
developers attempt to ride roughshod over 
our AONB by submitting applications for 
housing developments without any regard 
for local needs and the limitations of our 
local roads and infrastructure. 

As with all parish councils, they are all 
volunteers who do their best to act in the 
interests of the whole community but 
can’t please everyone. 

Nationally, there are many changes in the 
planning system making it very difficult 
for parish councillors to keep abreast. For 
example, as part of a consultation process 
the government will send out very detailed 
papers and questionnaires which parish 
councillors, as non-technical volunteers, 
can struggle with. In the case of the Third 
Reading Bridge, she thinks that we are 
incredibly lucky to have David Bartholo-
mew and claims he is her superhero! 

Having friends who compete, she is still 
involved with her first love, horses, but 
she now indulges her other favourite pas-
time – cooking. She loves baking cakes 
and was in her element when she baked 
cakes for the opening ceremony of the 
refurbished Sports Pavilion. An avid fan 
of Bake Off, she admits that she enjoys 
Bake Off Crème de la Crème even more. 

As retired people, living in this beautiful 
part of the Chilterns, she and John haven’t 
really been impacted by Covid. They tend 
to lead quietish lives and don’t eat out 
much. They had some long-distance travel 
plans but these are now on hold. However, 
she is happy having holidays in the UK 
taking Teddy along with them. 

Know Your Councillor 
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Providing quality homecare since 1968 

 

0118 334 7474 

0118 334 7474 

Our Village 

The Health Centre opened in July 1970 
housing the village medical practice of Drs 
Peter Hemphill, Tom Stewart and John 
Hasler who had previously practised from 
the side of Dr Hemphill’s house, 
Springhill. The monthly infant welfare 
clinics from the village halls moved in and 
a branch surgery in Binfield Heath closed. 
This was at a time when four major hous-
ing estates had recently been built in the 
village. The building has been enlarged 
several times since. 

We had always been keen to develop an 
effective medical and nursing team and we 
were one of the first to employ practice 
nurses working in the building and to ex-
tend the role of the district nurses and 
health visitors. The practice featured in the 
BBC TV series The Health Team in Action 
in the early seventies and was asked to 
take responsibility for a ward in Peppard 
Hospital as part of the first community 
hospital pilot scheme. Three of the first 
nursing graduates from Manchester  
University joined us at that time. We were 
one of the first practices to employ a coun-
sellor and to have an American physician’s 
assistant working with us. Medical stu-
dents from London hospitals came regular-
ly and the practice joined the new Reading 
GP training scheme. The practice went on 
later in the nineties to be short listed for 
several national awards, with Jane Proctor 
winning the Practice Nurse of the Year and 
an assistant, Dr Ingrid Wallace, winning 
Mental Health Doctor of the Year. 

Much has changed in the last twenty years 
with many doctors now working part-time 
and, more recently, many consultations 
being on-line. But the practice has a long 
tradition of innovation and perhaps some 
of the best examples of the many initia-
tives undertaken at Sonning Common were 
the establishment of the Health Walks and 
the Green Gym, still going strong over 20 
years later, the brainchildren of Dr Wil-
liam Bird. 

The spring has been undergoing a major 
facelift recently. For those of you famil-
iar with Spring Wood, this is an ornate 
brick well house constructed to protect a 
spring previously used by the village of 
Sonning Common for water until 1909. 
It stands to the left of the public footpath 
into the wood from Blounts Court Road 
near the farm.  

The spring was built by the Knollys 
family, who purchased the Blounts 
Court Estate in 1841. It has a magnifi-
cent elephant on its crest, the original 
version of which was thought to be from 
the Knollys family crest. Underneath it 
is carved the legend, ‘Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again 
but whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst’ (John 
4:14). A restoration project in the 1960s 
removed and replaced the original ele-
phant. 

A large ditch linked to the spring is 60 
metres long and 3.5 metres wide and is 
of unknown age and origin. In recent 
times, a fractured pipe running under 
this ditch has made walking past the 
spring very difficult as it had become 
extremely waterlogged and boggy. The 
elephant edifice on the spring had also 
been subject to mindless vandalism with 
a surfeit of blue paint thrown over it. 
The iron gate, rusty now, had also been 

Once again Henley Lions are launching 
their appeal for funds to assist those in 
fuel poverty over the winter. This year, 
more than any other, with Covid-19, lock-
downs and restrictions, people’s heating, 
cooking and lighting bills are increasing. 
At the same time, some people are suffer-

ing as a result of furlough and redun-
dancies plus problems with mental 
health exacerbated by these events. 

Can you help? Perhaps you receive the 
Government’s winter fuel payment and 
could donate some of this to our Winter 
Fuel project serving Henley and sur-
rounding villages. Any donation, how-
ever small, can make a difference. Over 
the past few years, many families have 
been able to get through difficult times 
with help from this fund when they 
were unable to pay their fuel bills. 

If you can help, donations can be made 
online via www.henleylions.org.uk – 
click on Donate and please identify 
your donation as Winter Fuel Project. If 
you are able to add Gift Aid this in-
creases your donation by 25%. Dona-
tions can also be made by cheque or 
bank transfer. Please e-mail  
donate@henleylions.org.uk or phone 
0345 833 7387 for information. Thank 
you for your support. 

thrown off its hinges and cast aside. In 
short, it was in a bad way. 

Robert and I are pleased to have been able 
to resurrect the spring and bring it back to 
life with the help of Matthew Everied of 
local firm, LCM Builders, and the Green 
Gym.  The blue paint has been removed, 
the fractured pipe repaired with water now 
running into a small pond further down the 
hill and the brickwork repointed. The gate 
has been fully restored, painted and put 
back in place and the flagstones in the 
front of the building  have been authenti-
cally replaced. 

The amount of debris and muck around 
the site had to be seen to be believed and 
here the Green Gym really came into its 
own - working with just six people (in 
accordance with current government 
guidelines) including our son Henry Bell, 
they did a magnificent job in clearing and 
shifting nameless muck and mess!  
Matthew Everied, has also done a fantastic 
job on, not only restoring the well house 
of the spring and the fractured pipe, but 
also the heavy metal gate and the flag-
stones out in front.  
The local Parish Council have taken a 

great interest in the project and have gen-
erously donated towards its considerable 
costs. They intend to put up a plaque on 
the well house wall about the history and 
origin of the spring in the near future. 

The ground is now drying up by the well 
house, in spite of the recent torrential rain, 
and walking past it has become a pleasure 
again, with many taking the time to stop 
and stare at this beautiful local bit of  
history. Please do come and pay it a visit. 

 

The restored Sedghill Spring 
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Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events, 
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding 

07958 371770 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 

There are no longer any hospice beds in 
South Oxfordshire. 

Joyce Grove, the beautiful ‘Arts and 
Crafts’ building, was built in 1904 by Ian 
Fleming’s grandfather (of James Bond 
fame) and later became a convalescent 
home. After much research of the area, 
including talking to local doctors and in-
habitants, in 1979 it was chosen and 
bought by Lady Sue Ryder to become the 
first hospice in the country. She needed 
much help and support and, over the years, 
a huge number of volunteers gave their 
time to help and fundraise. There were 300 
alone who sorted and priced donated 
goods and manned the three-weekly sales, 
with all monies going to the hospice. The 
annual firework display was legendary. 

The hospice was well known and even 
envied for the amazing care it gave: we 
were all reassured by its existence, hoping 
that we would never need it for ourselves. 

The news of the closure was announced in 
the Henley Standard and was greeted with 
shock: a petition was started to save it but 
to no avail.  

At a well-attended public meeting in Hen-
ley Town Hall, officials from the Sue Ry-
der charity gave their assurances that alter-
native in-patient beds would be ready for 
use before it finally closed for the last 
time. 

However, worse news was to come when 
just the opposite was announced. Sue Ry-
der nurses and carers would look after 
patients in their own homes between the 
hours of 08.00 and 20.00. This was so 
worrying for the patients, many of whom 
were living alone. 

A new large hospice has recently opened 
near Windsor with others in Reading and 
Moggerhanger in Bedfordshire. The ad-
ministration of our local care has moved to 
Crowmarsh. 

This is the end of an era for South Oxford-
shire. 

Sonning Common Library opened Mon-
day 28th September, under Covid-secure 
conditions but had to close again on 5th 
November. We hope to re-open at the 
beginning of December. When open,  
everyone over the age of 11 has to wear a 
mask in the library (unless medically ex-
empt), sanitise their hands upon entry and 
fill in an NHS Test and Trace form (or 
use the NHS App). Only six people are 
allowed in the library at any one time, and 
short visits are encouraged.  

The opening hours have been reduced to 
these: Monday 14.00-17.00; Wednesday 
14.00-17.00; Friday 09.00-13.00, 14-00-
17.00; Saturday 09.30-12.30. 

At time of writing no definite decision 
has been made about Christmas opening 
times, but I think it’s likely that the li-
brary will close on Wednesday 23rd De-
cember at 17.00 and open again on Satur-
day 2nd January. 

Let’s hope 2021 brings happier and 
healthier times. 

The All Saints’ church Parish Room 
was originally located at the  
Gallowstree and Stoke Row roads  
crossroads next to the old Post Office. It 
was decided to sell this site for housing 
and to use the proceeds to build a new 
Parish Room attached to the church 
itself. The design was certainly contro-
versial being described as an eyesore, a 
carbuncle and totally out of character; 
but in 1981 work commenced anyway. 
One difficulty with the design was that 
the War Memorial, to those lost in both 
World Wars, was in the way. This was 
not seen as a problem by the architect or 
the builders who cut up the shaft of the 
cross stonework, presumably to make it 
easier to handle and put the pieces to 
one side.  

At the ceremonial opening of the new 
building there was just one thing miss-
ing: the discarded War Memorial was 
still languishing in the hedge overgrown 
with brambles. It seemed that it would 
stay that way as the church claimed they 
had no money left to pay for its restora-
tion - replacing the large cross would 
have been expensive.  

At a meeting of the Peppard Flat Earth 
Society, it was agreed that this was a 
disgraceful situation and an insult to 
those brave souls who it commemorat-
ed. In no time a plan was hatched to 

rejoin the pieces of the shaft and the  
necessary equipment – scaffolding,  
pulleys, clamps and straps were begged, 
borrowed and stolen.   

A team of six honest and true men – Jack 
Stanger, Dan Seymour, Peter Ballard, 
Peter Taylor, Jim Smith and Bill Wilkes – 
heaved, hauled, dragged and cursed as 
they moved the stonework to a new loca-
tion nearer the lychgate. The stones, that 
had been recklessly cut up, had to be care-
fully rejoined and realigned using large 
stainless steel pins and epoxy cement.  

Understandably, the local branch of the 
Royal British Legion was delighted with 
the outcome and Major Thorne MC of 
Blounts Farm wrote personally to all the 
volunteers ‘our warmest thanks for all 
your hard and most skilful labours and 
your public-spirited action, the result of 
which can once again be enjoyed by fu-
ture generations, ‘Lest We Forget’. 

The team of volunteers restoring the Memorial 
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We are a happy group of people who work 
together as a team to produce Peppard 
News on a quarterly basis. Would you like 
to join us? We need someone to manage 
our e-mail system - write replies or for-
ward to the appropriate team member and 
then request and follow up on contribu-
tions to the newsletter. 

Contact peppardnews@btinternet.com or 
phone 01491 629996 if you are interested. 

The Trustees hope that all users and future 
users of the hall are keeping safe. 

The Trustees have been dealing with all 
the instructions sent to us by Oxfordshire 
County Council to maintain the hall as a 
secure Covid-free zone. I am pleased to 
say that, up until the lockdown, the hall 
was used both mornings and afternoons 
Monday to Friday and, on the odd occa-
sion, during a weekend. Unfortunately, we 
have now had to close the hall again – but 
hopefully will re-open on 2nd December. 

We have our own QR code and are keen 
to assist in the Track and Trace initiative. 

All our information about procedures and 
sanitising the hall can be found on our 
website 
(www.peppardwarmemorialhall.btck. 
co.uk) and, so far, the hirers have helped 
us to maintain the hall as a safe venue. 

Currently the groups using the hall have 
been: Monday - Dance, Fit and Fun and 
Yudansha karate; Wednesday - Fusion 
and Yudansha karate; Thursday - Line 
dancing; Friday - Table Tennis both 
morning and early afternoon. 

During November we had hoped to wel-
come back the Peppard WI; alas, this will 
have to wait until it is safe to proceed.  

The Trustees were awarded a Covid grant 
by South Oxfordshire District Council 
and, once we can re-open the hall, this 
will be used to subsidise activities where 
additional booking time is required due 
the maximum number of six using the hall 
at any one time. 

Keep safe. 

It gives me great pleasure to report on 
newly established species observed on 
the commons over the summer.  

In August, the Silver Washed Fritillary, 
a large butterfly of open woodland, has 
been seen on both Peppard and King-
wood Commons in numbers suggesting 
it is now a resident breeding species. 
The butterfly has been spreading in re-
cent years, and colonisation will have 
been aided by work to increase the area 
of open wood edge habitats on Peppard 
and Kingwood commons in recent years 
(ongoing under funding from TOE 
[Trust for Oxfordshire Environment] 
and Network Rail).  

Also in August, the rare Downland Bee 
Fly was recorded in a recently opened 
up part of the valley bottom on Peppard 
Common. This species has become more 
common: possibly partly due to weather 
changes and after a long period through 
the 1900s when it was very rarely seen.  

The bare nature of sites opened in 2018-
19 created ideal conditions for restoring 
(by seeding) and improving grassland 
flora typical of limestone/chalk soils. 
Through the spring and summer many of 
these germinated and some flowered 
well including Wild Carrot, Vipers Bu-
gloss and Marjoram in the chalk pit on 
Colliers Lane. Early days yet, but let’s 
hope the trend continues. 

N.B.: the above was based on reports by 
Rod d’Ayala, NDCC’s (Nettlebed & 
District Commons) Conservation  
Adviser. 

Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

There are tentative plans to restart the 
Health Walks in January, albeit with a 
reduced timetable of walks. Information 
about starting points and times and days 
will be available on the website at 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co. 
uk timetable as soon as something defi-
nite has been decided. To talk to someone 
about any aspect of the Health Walks 
phone Chris Brook on 0118 924 2515 

Meanwhile, get out and enjoy our beauti-
ful local countryside! 

We were delighted when it was possible 
to restart the Green Gym in spite of the 
Covid restrictions. However, we were 
operating differently: two groups of six 
worked every Thursday and Saturday 
mornings, sometime on two different 
sites, sometimes on the same site.  
Because of the limit on numbers, people 
had to apply to come and if we had more 
than 12 applicants, unfortunately some 
people have to be disappointed. Refresh-
ments are not provided any longer and 
people must bring their own gloves. 

Most of our regular sites welcomed us 
back but one or two did not do so or are 
in the process of drawing up appropriate 
paperwork. Because of the restriction on 
numbers, we are not accepting new mem-
bers for the moment. If you wish to  
contact us please phone our secretary 
Martin Rhodes on 0118 972 4228. 

Hopefully we can resume at the begin-
ning of December 

After six long months, the doors of Son-
ning Common library re-opened in late 
September only to have to close again in 
early November.  FoSCL drew up plans 
to make the library Covid secure early in 
the summer: we were among the first 
tranche of the community libraries to start 
lending again after the first lockdown.  
The hours were cut and the number of 
visitors allowed into the building limited 
but browsing was allowed (30 minutes 
only) and the staff were just as friendly as 
ever. With luck, by the time you read this, 
the second lockdown will be almost over 
and the library will soon be open again 
but please check the website for the latest 
news.  At the very least, a click and col-
lect service may be in operation.  

Last, but not least, a big thank you to all 
those kind volunteers who agreed to be 
stationed at the doors to explain how the 
Covid19 rules work. Please get in touch if 
you would like to support us by becoming 
a friend: just £10 for the year 
(friendsofsonningcommonlibrary@gmail.
co.uk). To check library opening hours 
see www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 

A Silver Washed Fritillary 
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Junior Peppard News 
This term has been brilliant as school has opened again so we can see all our friends and teachers. It has been a lot easier and more 
enjoyable to learn at school than at home; we get to play with our friends and get support whenever we need help from the amazing 
teachers. 

We always look forward to welcoming the 
new starters to our school and helping them 
settle into our school community. This year 
we have Lara, Lily, Rudi, Jack and Freya. 
We are also looking forward to welcoming 
Ely and Ezra when they can join us. 

Below is a photo of the school during the sponsored walk through Peppard Common and the woods. 

We raised more than £5,000 in support of Nick Dipper, the father of two of the new Foundation children, Ely and Ezra. They joined us 
for the whole walk. We stopped at the Unicorn pub and must thank them for providing us with a socially distanced cup of hot chocolate 
in their garden. 

From left: Lara, Lily, Rudi, Jack and Freya 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

Years 1 and 2 went on a school trip to the River 
and Rowing Museum and learnt all about materi-
als. They were the first year to go back to the 
museum after the first lockdown and they had 
the entire gallery to themselves. Their first activi-
ty was that they were given an object, for exam-
ple an oar or a seat that would go in a boat, and 
they had to think what material it was and why it 
was used.  

Their next activity was to make a medal that 
they could have won: it could have been for 
gymnastics or dance or football. They were giv-
en a cup and some playdough and put the 
playdough in the bottom of the cup and then 
used a stick to do a design in it. Then they 
poured in plaster of Paris and let it set for two 
days. They then painted it.  

Finally, they went up to the galleries and did a 
material hunt, they were told to find different 
objects that were made out of certain materials. 

They had a lovely time. It is so good to be able 
to visit museums again.  

On Monday 12th October, Highmoor Class went on a 
school trip to the River and Rowing Museum. We went 
because we are learning about bridges. First, we 
watched a presentation about different kinds of bridges 
and why they are built where they are. After that, we 
went on a walk to see Henley Bridge and sketch it.  

Once we got back, we did a bridge building workshop 
where we got to build our own bridges. We tested how 
strong they were by putting 2p coins on them to see how 
many they could hold. It was lots of fun making our 
bridges as strong as we could.  

After lunch we split up into two groups and we explored 
the galleries. We learnt lots more about bridges like how 
a long time ago you wouldn’t want to go on a bridge at 
night because a Highwayman might be waiting there to 
rob you! It was really fun to be out of the classroom.  

Phoebe Waite and Sienna Cotton from Highmoor Class 

Willow Terry and Islay Austin from Greys Class 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Wednesday and Friday during term-time 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 
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In Spingwood Class’s computing lessons we have been learning about computer coding. It was made interesting as we 
learnt about it using the Mars Rovers’ communication systems with Earth as an example. We did lots of fun lessons and 
learnt about binary coding and that it takes about 22 minutes for a message to reach Mars from Earth. We also learnt 
about the Mars Rovers’ navigation systems and information about the four Mars Rovers in general.  

They use binary coding to communicate with Earth as the binary system is so simple so it can survive being sent through 
space. Binary coding is when ‘on’ displays a number you need to add to the total and an ‘off’ you ignore. The value of ‘on’ 
is determined by where it is in the equation and binary can be used to represent numbers, letters, and even punctuation! 
We learnt as well that Mars Rovers move very slowly and they gather information that humans didn’t previously know 
about Mars! We also figured out how far away Mars is from Earth, including how many hamsters and how many spiders 
you would need to stack to reach Mars! 

All in all, it was a very fun subject and I would happily learn more about the Mars Rovers and about coding as it was such 
an interesting topic. 

Henley Bridge by a pupil of Greys Class 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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Vera Morris’ fourth crime novel in The 
Anglian Detective Agency series, The 
Ship of Death was published by Head-
line on 15th October. Vera, former head 
teacher of Chiltern Edge School, decid-
ed to set her novels on the stretch of the 
Suffolk coast she knows well, as she 
spent part of her childhood there.  

She recently holidayed in Aldeburgh for 
a week and met many of the local people 
who have helped her with research for 
the novels.  ‘It was wonderful, especial-
ly after mind-stifling lockdown, to meet 
kind and interesting people who gener-
ously gave their time and knowledge to 
this grateful writer.’  

There is very little written about the  
Adolescent Unit at Borocourt Hospital 
with only a few references to it in scien-
tific journals in the context of Adolescent 
Psychiatry. 

I read Sue Henderson’s article in the 
Summer issue with interest as I remember 
a Sue who was one of the regular staff on 
the Unit. Maybe it is the same Sue. If so, 
she may remember the other people who 
staffed the Unit, Pete B, Eggy and Whitey 
the night staff, or perhaps Dave the Hell’s 
Angel ward porter, always good for a 
cigarette and a tall tale? 

As a 12 year old boy, back in the mid 

Just as we all hoped the tad of normality 
we have had during the summer months 
would continue, it all changed!  However, 
our good news is that, as a provider of 
support and therapeutic service to adults 
with disability, we are an exempt activity. 
We will keep under review the Covid situ-
ation locally, as well as amendments to 
the Government’s guidelines, and update 
ours as necessary. 

During the last few months we have been 
focussed on creating an environment 
where everyone is comfortable, knows 
what to do and is reassured that we are 
doing everything we can to protect every-
one from catching Covid-19.  We have 
cleaned more surfaces and used more 
hand soap and towels than ever before! 
But this extra work means that we can 
open and for this our trainees, volunteers, 
staff and trustees are very grateful.  

We have been allowed to keep the nursery 
open, therefore customers can visit. We 
have adopted a contactless payment sys-
tem, which means you can order ahead of 
your visit and just pay when you arrive. 
Call or email us and we will happily pre-
pare your order! (01491 628933 or green-
shoots@waysandmeans.org.uk) 

We hope to have Festive Fundraising in 
our glasshouse again from Thursday 3rd 
December, so you can visit to see your 
Christmas wreath being made.  Plus, on 
sale will be plants, compost, honey from 

the Greenshoots’ bees, jams, chutneys, 
three sizes of facemasks, some with fes-
tive patterns, and of course, Christmas 
wreaths, from £14. 

As you know, we have had to cancel all 
our events, but our costs remain, so we 
desperately need to continue to raise 
funds. We would be very grateful for any 
size of donation (gift aided if possible), to 
help us through this pandemic.  We have 
been accepted for Reading’s weekly 
Community Lottery – if you have a spare 
£1, please play - you might win the win-
ning ticket!  Visit: 
www.readingcommunitylottery.co.uk/
support/the-ways-and-means-trust-
limited 

For more information, visit: 
www.facebook.com/greenshoots96. To 
give a donation 
www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
giving/ 

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone for 
your continued loyalty and support - your 
calls and emails are very much appreciat-
ed. 

With warm festive wishes from everyone 
at Greenshoots and The Ways & Means 
Trust 

I am sorry to have to advise you that, due 
to the current lockdown regulations, the 
NDCC (Nettlebed and District Commons 
Conservators) must cease arranging vol-
unteer work on the commons until the 
restrictions have been lifted. The Chiltern 
Society has also cancelled all Volunteer 
activities. 

Stay safe and thanks to all those who help 
preserve and maintain the commons, your 
efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Our website (www.peppardnews.co.uk) 
includes the latest village news and, as 
well as the latest and all past editions of 
Peppard News, it is also a mine of valua-
ble additional village information. There 
are details of all of our local clubs, socie-
ties and charities, our pubs, cafes and res-
taurants, our churches, public transport 
and waste collections. There is even  
today’s weather forecast! 

It is updated regularly and includes  
notices of services or news received from 
both Oxfordshire County Council and 
South Oxfordshire District Council as 
well as organisations such as the Police or 
Citizens’ Advice. 

Have a look – you may be very surprised. 

Greenshoots volunteers Jessie, Barley &  
Winnie getting into the festive season 



Snippets 
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1970’s, I was sent to the Adolescent Unit, 
or Almonds Ward, its formal title, for a 
‘couple of weeks’: those couple of weeks 
eventually stretched to nearly two years. 
Almonds Ward was housed on the first 
floor of the main building. 

It was predominately filled with children 
with eating disorders, abused at home 
with related behavioural issues and  
similar conditions that made remaining in 
a home environment challenging to their 
parents or guardians. As was the vogue in 
those days, they were sent to these  
regional units for more intensive and  
prolonged treatment or therapy. 

Borocourt’s main building was a  
Victorian neo-Gothic pile, that secretly 
became a huge playground for some of 
the children like me. Much of the upper 
levels of the house and the roofs were 
meant to be off limits – but to enterprising 
children in the prime of their mischievous 
years they were our playground. 

I remember Cyril, a small slight  
gentleman with a radio almost permanent-
ly clamped to his ear listening to the 
cricket. I had completely forgotten about  
Geoffrey, mentioned in Sue’s article, but I 
now recall he was tall and slim and was 
quite frequently cadging a cigarette. 

The first day of the treatment was a large 
dose of sedative ‘to calm things down a 
bit’. The following few days remained a 
blur due to the effects of this medicine. 
As new in-patients frequently ran away in 
their first days, it seemed to me to be 
standard practice to render them some-
what more compliant by heavy sedation. 
It is sad to recall that ECT (electro-
convulsive therapy) was still in use for 
some of the children on the ward. 

Spending this time at Borocourt was both 
a great relief and joy, and I look back on 
those years with happiness and fondness 
rather than distress. I know this won’t 
necessarily be true for my fellow patients 
on Almonds nor within the wider hospital 
setting. All the staff that I came into  
contact with, or saw in action across the 
hospital, treated us all with great care and 
compassion. I don’t recall any instances 
of ill treatment despite some very  
challenging behaviours on display. 

We were even able to earn pocket money 
by helping out on other wards in the after-
noons. We only attended ‘school’ for 
about an hour or two in the morning; it 
was a room on the Unit staffed by an 
amazingly patient lady. Although we were 

only 12-16 years old, we helped bathe, 
dress, feed, toilet and put to bed some of 
the more elderly or more  
amenable patients. Occasionally, I 
helped Peter, a boy of my age from the 
Mary Sheridan Unit, who was not only 
blind but also had quite severe mental 
development issues. We would spend 
hours in the hospital gym bouncing  
together on the trampoline, as it was a 
sensation that he absolutely loved. 

Some of the bedrooms on our ward 
overlooked and overheard the secure 
ward, Laurels, which I believe  
eventually morphed into the Regional 
Secure Unit. The most troubled souls 
were housed in Laurels and despite  
being undoubtedly on sedative drugs, 
their plaintive wailing, screams and 
shouting went on nearly all day and 
some of the night and it was only ever 
slightly less noisy during mealtimes and 
when the patients were asleep.  

Since the closure, what were the boys’ 
and girls’ bedrooms, our kitchen, the 
staff room, the seclusion room are now 
all luxury apartments in Wyfold Court. 
The current owners would probably be 
taken aback by our antics which  
included canoeing down the main  
staircase and running around the glass 
roof over what was the ballroom, or  
hiding out in the turret fire escape to 
have a sneaky cigarette. 

Our Unit summer holidays were a  
fantastic experience: we would pack 
three or four hospital minibuses and 
head for a campsite near Durdle Door in 
Dorset.  There were children, staff, vast 
quantities of food from the hospital 
kitchens, three old army tents and a tin 
money box for all the expenses for the 
fortnight and some pocket money  
besides. These were just one of our  
adventures: there were many more - 
some good, some bad.  

The eventual closure of these asylums, 
including Borocourt in the 1990s, was a 
move that I believe was long overdue. 
My stay at Borocourt must have done 
some good in dislodging my youthful, 
wayward tendencies, as I went on to 
pursue a career in university science, 
and with my wife and family live quietly 
in the countryside. 

And I have a long lasting interest in  
architecture, particularly Victorian 
Gothic! 

In line with government guidance, all 
libraries were closed from Thursday 5th 
November. We are investigating the pos-
sibility of operating across a limited num-
ber of branches a Click & Collect service 
in addition to some limited access to our 
public network PCs. Further information 
will be available as soon as possible.  

All loans have been extended to January. 

We have extended all current library loans 
so that no books/items are due back until 
the end of this second lockdown. This 
applies to all existing loans including 
those taken out before April. This means 
that you do NOT need to return or renew 
your loans - this is contrary to what we 
published on 21st October.  

Loans will be extended to January and 
may be extended further. Please be  
reassured we will give plenty of notice 
before reintroducing fines, and no fines 
will be applied as a result of lockdown or 
individual circumstances if you are unable 
to return loans.  

A startling 20% of people are a victim of 
cybercrime! Neighbourhood Watch are 
running a campaign to help people with 
cybercrime. 

Protect your password in three easy steps: 
a) create a separate password for your 
email account, b) use three random words, 
c) turn on two-factor authentication (2FA)  

To find out more and how to do each of 
the three steps see 
www.ourwatch.org.uk/passwords 

And for those that think ‘it won’t happen 
to me’ we want to shock them into action, 
so that they realise how prevalent the 
problem is, even amongst young people. 

Street Tag is a family friendly game app 
that rewards primary school pupils, com-
munities and schools for their physical 
activities such as walking, running, cy-
cling. It turns these activities into a game 
and converts steps or exercise into Street 
Tag points. The technology of the app 
means that players remain safely socially 
distanced from one another. Play to win 
rewards for your child's primary school, as 
an individual or team up to six people. For 
more information on how to play go to 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/streettag. 



Clubs and Societies 
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Peppard Relief in Need 
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times 

 If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get 
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.  

 Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone 

Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Valentine de Haan (0118 972 2967) 

The club hit the ground running after they 
were finally given the green light to play 
this summer. 

We hosted almost 70 games at Peppard 
Common and the Les Clark Oval, Stoke 
Row, as the 78-day campaign shoe-
horned as much play as possible into the 
calendar.  

Including away fixtures, PSR played 
more than 100 matches from Under 9s to 
1st XI, while also hosting Sunday morning 
training for U6 to U8s. 

A youthful 1st XI finished fourth in the 
Berkshire, Chilterns and Mid Bucks 
Championship Division, the 2nd XI won 
the BCL Division One August Plate com-
petition and in the BCL Division Two & 
Three August Cup, the 3rd XI finished 
runners-up after winning three of their 
five games. 

The two Sunday sides – the Unicorns and 
Maharajahs also did well – and on the 
junior side of things, the Under 19s made 
it to the semi-finals of the Berkshire re-
gion cup event. 

In what was a testing summer, a special 
thanks must go to the Grounds Team who 
ensured that play could begin as soon as 
the go ahead was given: they primarily 
included Don Townsin, Ruaridh Scott, 
Ian Halliday and Riaan Ackerman at Pep-
pard Common, and Ronnie Brock, Moya 
Kimber and Chris Proudfoot at Stoke 
Row. Many others also aided when re-
quired to allow play. 

Fingers crossed, life will be ‘nearer nor-
mal’ in 2021, and if you are interested in 
getting involved with PSRCC, please 
contact chairman Gerry Bacon (07785 
771847) or as a junior, Andy Watts 
(07884 931906).  

If you are keen to join our growing ladies’ 
and girls’ group, please e-mail Celia Hall 
on cemhall@googlemail.com 

Before the second lockdown and while 
the weather was still good, a few of us 
met in a member’s garden, safe distanc-
ing, and enjoyed the afternoon very 
much. It was so good to actually meet 
people face to face once more and ex-
change views.  

We were fortunate in having experienced 
lawyer, Shelagh Magee, from a local 
company to give us an interesting talk on 
Wills and Trust Funds, giving us all food 
for thought.  

Our members were delighted in having 
the opportunity to meet up with friends 
in small groups, safe distancing, and to 
learn new skills. Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed their afternoons spent learning 
how to frill the side of a cake, make 
Christmas roses out of sugar paste and 
how to make a trouser pattern as well as 
having fun playing different games.  

 

Despite the restrictions on what we have 
been able to do all this year, I am pleased 
to see that so many local families have 
joined the club and benefitted by being 
able to play tennis. 

We have two excellent quality hard courts 
that can normally be played on all year 
round located at the entrance of  
Bishopswood Sports Ground on  
Horseponds Road near the Greyhound. 

Whilst we have consequently seen an in-
crease in membership, and despite the 
dark evenings and winter weather, there 
will be many times during daylight hours 
in the months ahead to play tennis once 
the current lockdown has ended. 

Our club is ideal for beginners and young 
families or simply for anyone to play in a 
casual and informal environment. 

Interested? Want to find out more about 
our club? If so, please visit our website at 

www.sonningcommontennisclub.org or 
email us on  
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org 

One group had the pleasure of catching 
up with fellow members over coffee, and 
last but not least, Barry Wood gave an 
enlightening talk on the history of Greys 
Court.  

These meetings seemed to be a solution to 
getting together but unfortunately the 
plans we had for November  have had to 
be cancelled. At some stage in the future,  
we hope to go ahead with Dr Hasler  
giving a talk on general practice and  
opportunities for groups to learn cross-
stitching, wreath making and, hopefully, 
line dancing.  

For more information or if you are inter-
ested in joining our WI please contact our 
President, Sandra Rhodes on  
sandra.rhodes1@hotmail.com. 

 

Hilary Roberts at the Sugar Craft class 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL THE JOBS 
AROUND YOUR HOME 

 
 

MR F1X-IT  - Handyman / Property Services 
 

Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273, 
or call evenings 0118 972 3004 
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com 

for a free quote and call out 
www.mrf1xit.co.uk 
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Regrettably these have had to be cancelled 
for the foreseeable future due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.  

Watch the website for further information: 
www.peppardrevels.org.uk/film-nights/ 

Zara Campbell-Harris, one of our In-
structors, has been presented with the 
highest award the organisation can give, 
the President’s Award. This is the most 
prestigious award within the RDA and is 
awarded for service of an exceptional 
nature over a period of more than 30 

We are pleased to say that, in between the 
spring and autumn lockdowns, many of 
our members enjoyed some fine weather 
and great games.  

Tennis remains a very popular activity 
with the benefits of outdoor activity and a 
good mix of competitive and social 
games. Once the current lockdown has 
ended, there will again be the opportunity 
to receive coaching from our team on an 
individual or group basis. 

We have worked on a strict booking sys-
tem to comply with the regulations, and 

Up until the current lockdown, we were 
running sessions twice a week; these were 
fully booked as the sessions, in line with 
the government guidelines, could only 
hold 15 young people.  

Next term, when the lockdown has ended, 
we will be playing games and doing lots 
of crafts ready for Christmas. During our 
first week back we will have our Glow 
Night. We will be holding a Christmas 
card competition and all the cards will be 
going into the FISH Christmas packages.  

We’re just all really enjoying being able 
to provide the young people with the ser-
vice they desperately need in these hard 
times. From the great feedback we’ve had 
from parents, they feel it’s an asset to the 
community. 

As always if anyone feels they have any 
spare time and skills to help out please do 
email me on sunny.clubsc@gmail.com. 

years. Only a maximum of 12 people are 
given this award in any one year. Zara met 
a (socially-distanced)  HRH Princess Anne 
during her visit to Newbury RDA on 
Thursday 15th October where she was pre-
sented with her framed certificate. 

Zara has been a volunteer at Wyfold for 
over 45 years and is also one of the Trus-
tees. She has put her natural enthusiasm 
and vast knowledge to good use in helping 
to build up Wyfold RDA from a fledgling 
one-horse group into the large and thriving 
one it is today. By passing her extensive 
experience on to those who are training as 
instructors, she ensures that riding sessions 
are not only of a high standard but also fun 
and progressive. In addition, she has a par-
ticular ability to find new ponies that are 
suitable for this very special work which is 
a very difficult thing to do.  

Zara, although now in her eighties, still 
volunteers two days a week at Wyfold and 

is still fit 
and active 
and shows 
no sign of 
‘retiring’! 
She is a 
wonderful 
role model 
for volun-
teers every-
where and 
both her 
children 
have fol-
lowed in her 
footsteps, 
taking on 
voluntary 

roles at their local RDAs. Although being 
diagnosed with terminal cancer earlier this 
year, she has shown true grit and determi-
nation to live life to the full. 

She was due to receive her 45th Year Cer-
tificate in March this year at Wyfold’s 
planned 50th Anniversary Celebration Din-
ner but of course, this was put on hold due 
to the Covid regulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

have been delighted to welcome many 
new members.  

Club Nights will continue throughout 
the winter months between18.00-20.30. 
The league teams started the winter sea-
son well and, all being well, the matches 
that are scheduled through to March will 
go ahead. More details are available on 
our website: 
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk.  

The courts were pressure washed in ear-
ly November to remove any residual 
moss and additionally, as soon as we 
can, we are having the perimeter fencing 
replaced and will complete a programme 
of improvements that has lasted a few 
years. If you are not a member, please 
feel free to visit the club at the end of 
the lockdown, to see what a superb ven-
ue we have. Just behind the Red Lion! 

Looking forward to seeing you soon.  

 

Zara receiving her award from HRH Princess 
Anne. Daughter Clare, Vice-Chairman and son, 

James, of Newbury RDA, in the background. 
Photo courtesy of Karen Bennet Photography 

Zara receiving her 40 Year 
Long Service certificate in 2015 



Our Churches 

Page 14 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

All Saints’ 
Church of England 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0118 972 4861 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Kathie Anderson 0118 972 2694 www.achurchnearyou.com/5977 

‘Small is beautiful - a study of economics 
as if people mattered’ by EF Schumacher 
was published back in the 70s, advocating 
an intermediate technology which would 
benefit but not dominate our lives.  And 
it’s surely a mantra to which we’re being 
encouraged to return at the moment, as the 
implications of the pandemic and its reper-
cussions are reminding us how important 
it is to value the small things:  the smile, 
fish and chips, free blackberries and  
apples; a million acorns, a swoop of kites, 
a proper letter… 

Yes, we miss the greater gatherings of 
friends and family, hugely; especially at 
significant times like weddings, funerals 
and with Christmas on the horizon. Yet 
it’s also true that we may be able to  
engage more deeply, and appreciate more 
the few with whom we are able to share 
these times; when we cannot go wide, 
maybe we can go deep. 

Small can be powerful (remember the 
mosquito?) We may not be able to solve 
the pandemic or change the world, but 
living ‘as if people mattered’ - every  
person - will help to change the atmos-
phere around us. Christmas should not, 
after all, be a major commercial  
celebration so much as the love of God 
personified: in Jesus, and now in us. 

During the lockdown, we are hoping to 
open all three of our churches each Sun-
day for private prayer; All Saints’ will 
therefore be open for an hour from 10.30. 
When the lockdown is lifted, we will hope 
to offer either a Eucharist, a form of 
Morning Worship or private prayer each 
Sunday. At the time of writing, we are still 
planning how we will celebrate Christmas 
- did I say planning?  Foolhardy…… So 
please do check our websites!  (All Saints’ 
– see box above; Christ the King, Sonning 

Unfortunately church services have had 
to cease again.  

In October we did, however, celebrate 
our Lay-led Harvest Festival in the tradi-
tional way.  The adult choir sang three 
hymns including We Plough the Fields 
and Scatter the Good Seed on the Land.  
The organ voluntary Penguins Playtime 
was a jauntily whimsical piece by Nigel 
Ogden, which can be heard on 
YouTube. Donations of food were  
collected for the Springwater Food 
Bank. 

A delayed Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting was held in October. Keith  
Atkinson, having served for 48½ years 
and Richard Gough 44½ years both 
stood down.  They were commended for 
their long service and for the many roles 
which they diligently undertook. David 
Butler and Nigel Downing were duly 
appointed to make up the nine members 
required.  Rebecca Bell and Barbara 
Langdale will act as our Deanery Synod 
representatives. 

Just before the current lockdown, All 
Saints’ celebrated their patronal festival 
on the 1st November with a Eucharist 

service when the choir, once again, sang 
two hymns including For All the Saints.   

An act of worship took place on Remem-
brance Sunday around the War Memorial 
in the churchyard.  The service was lay-
led by Nick Launders with the Roll of 
Honour being called for Rotherfield Pep-
pard.  The Last Post and Reveille were 
played by trumpeter Rufus Shanagher, a 
former choirboy at our church.  The full 
choir, socially distanced, sang O God Our 
Help in Ages Past and The National  
Anthem.  This simple tribute was very 
poignant. 

We look forward to December when, 
hopefully, Church services and choir 
practice can resume. 

We send our blessings to you all. 

Common - 
www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/252/; St John the Baptist,  
Kidmore End - 
www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/166/ 

There is a plan afoot for all in our  
Deanery to stand outside our doors on 
Christmas Eve at 19.00 to sing a 
(chosen) carol: details to come!  

May you know the presence and peace 
of God, and his help to do the small 
things with great love. 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 
Parish Office:  0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Parish life is still governed by the  
Covid-19 regulations that affect us all. 
You might have read in an October  
edition of the Henley Standard the  
practices we and the other local churches 
put in place to keep our congregations 
safe. Celebration of Mass was only  
possible due to the volunteers who acted 
as stewards. They ensured the church was 
ready to receive people safely, kept an eye 
on things during the Mass and sanitised 
the church afterwards. The latter had been 
speeded up by our investing in a couple of 
fogging machines rather than cleaning the 
pews with soap and water. It was  
encouraging to see a gradual increase in 
numbers as people become more  
confident in returning to church.  

Despite the pandemic, we thought it 
important to mark our patronal feast of 
St Michael over the weekend closest to 
29th September. On Friday evening,  
Deacon Brian led a Taizé-style reflective 
Holy Hour and on Saturday, Fr Michael 
gave a talk on angels followed by a time 
of private prayer. Unfortunately, we 
were unable to conclude the weekend 
with our traditional parish lunch.  

A number of our children were  
beginning to make their first Holy  
Communion in ones and twos rather 
than the big parish/school celebration 
that had to be postponed in early  
summer.  

This year we were delighted to  
contribute our harvest offerings to the 
local foodbank being co-ordinated at 
Springwater Church. 

Due to government regulations  
introduced on 5th November, all Masses 
with a congregation have been suspend-
ed. Fr Michael will celebrate Mass  
behind closed doors each weekday at the 
usual time and at 10.30 on Sundays. All 

will be streamed via YouTube which will 
be available for viewing for up to one 
week after the event. 

The church will be open for private prayer 
between 14.00-17.00 Sunday with  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Please adhere to the COVID-19 precau-
tions that are in place. 

In Advent, providing the lockdown has 
ended, we will be marking this special 
season with a Holy Hour each Monday 
evening (19.00-20.00) in addition to our 
usual Masses. Our Christmas Masses will 
be celebrated at 20.00 Christmas Eve and 
at 09.00 and 10.30 Christmas Day. We are 
limited to 40 people so are encouraging 
people to consider attending Mass on  
another day during the Christmas season 
so that we can all celebrate Christmas 
safely. Visit our website for the latest  
information and links if you wish to join 
us on YouTube.  

The parish of St Michael’s wish all  
readers the joy and peace of Christmas. 

Life at Springwater continues to readjust 
to what is going on outside. Prior to the 
latest lockdown, we were meeting on 
Sundays with strict Covid regulations and 
hosting a couple of other events each 
week under the same restrictions.  
Obviously, that has now changed and for 
these few weeks we are back to putting 
our services on-line and trying some 
weekday meetings on Zoom.  

The foodbank is still functioning and we 
are very excited that it is in the process of 
moving to its new location at Christ the 
King although this has also been delayed. 
It’s really great that it can be a ‘churches 
together’ foodbank and we are very grate-
ful to Christ the King for helping this 

happen. It may morph a little over the 
next few months as we work out the 
best way to work with the people who 
receive our food parcels. We are  
incredibly grateful for the grants that we 
have received, including a very recent 
one for £5,000 from the SODC Emer-
gency Assistance Grant. A huge thanks 
to Sonning Common Parish Council 
who applied for that on our behalf. 
We’ve been overwhelmed with the local 
support with money coming through the 
Peppard Common Parish Council, one 
of the Henley Rotary Clubs and numer-
ous individual donations from local 
residents. Thank you to everyone. 
We’ve also been overwhelmed by the 
generosity of wonderful Christmas  
ideas. 

Our other exciting news is that we are 
exploring creating safe spaces, particu-
larly looking to engage with local  
community groups and those in need  

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

because of vulnerability or isolation. This 
will look like a café but will be much 
more than just providing food. It will be a 
way of engaging at a level that builds  
relationships and journeys with people 
towards hope and freedom. Covid  
restrictions will apply of course. This too 
is going to be delayed but as soon as we 
can, we will take steps to get it started. 
We at Springwater passionately believe 
that the gifts God has given us are to be 
for the benefit of the communities that we 
are part of and we hope that this café will 
play a significant part in that. Watch this 
space! 

If you would like to see some of our  
services check out this link: 
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk/sermon
-archive/ 

We will try to keep our website updated 
for any Christmas events in December. 
We plan as we can and adjust as we must! 
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Sunday Services at Springwater 
(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 
Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

Peppard Diary 

  All Saints’  St Michael’s 

Christmas Eve - Thursday 24th December 19.00 Everyone in the Deanery is invited 

to sing a Carol at their door 

20.00 Christmas Mass 

Christmas Day - Friday 25th December   09.00 Christmas Mass 

   10.30 Christmas Mass 

 

Please check the respective websites for up to date information on services: 

All Saints’ - www.achurchnearyou.com/5977* 
St Michael’s - www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

Springwater - www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 

* In addition, All Saints’ produce a weekly emailed bulletin which pro-
vides up to date information on services – contact Rev’d Sheila Walker on 
swalk2@btinternet.com to be added to the list of recipients. 

DECEMBER Mon 4 Peppard School Inset Day 

Mon 7 RPPC Meeting/19.00/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk Tue 5 Peppard School Term starts 

Mon 14 RPPC Planning/18.30/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk Mon 11 RPPC Meeting/19.00/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Fri 18 Peppard School term ends FEBRUARY 

Wed 23 SC Library closes Mon 8 RPPC Meeting/19.00/Contact clerk@rppc.org.uk 

JANUARY Mon 15 Peppard School Half Term starts 

Sat 2 SC Library opens Fri 19 Peppard School Half Term ends 

      

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30 office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 

Wyfold RDA 50th Anniversary Awards Ceremony postponed until Saturday 27th March 2021 

50th Anniversary Celebrations SC Health Centre postponed until Sunday 27th June 2021 

When the Green Gym recommences volunteers will work in two groups of six. Phone to book a place 0118 972 4228  

Our website is updated regularly and events will be added to the Diary of Local Events 

 page when they are announced: 

 www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events  

 

 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/5977
http://www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
mailto:swalk2@btinternet.com
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From the FISH Chairman

The year started with great optimism with FISH looking forward to a new minibus and moving to new
premises. The minibus duly arrived and made just two trips before lockdown, so we were unable to use

it, and work on the Police Office, we are hoping to move into, was postponed.

Along with the onset of the pandemic came much worry and hardship for people. FISH worked hard to
alleviate as many of the problems people were encountering as we could. We worked alongside the
SOCO Corona Virus Support Group, set up by Mathew White, to ensure people got enough food supplies
and their prescriptions while they were shielding and unable to get supplies for themselves. Sonning

Common Parish Council also supported the project. Our home visitors converted to phone support for
their clients rather than physically visiting them.

While this work continued, we communicated by emails and on Toom as well as conference calls with the
Parish Council, and restricted the office to one volunteer, the others working from home.

At the same time all our driving jobs stopped, as well as the monthly Tea Parties, and our Craft Fair had to
be cancelled. This impacted on our income but with some kind donations and a discretionary grant from
SODC we are keeping our head above water.
Some of our volunteers had to stop helping with driving due

to their age or vulnerability but were able to help by phoning

people who needed support.

The developer has started work on the Police Office (please

see the update on page 5) and we are now very much looking

to the future.

Driving jobs are on the increase as hospital clinics re-open and

we have a strict protocol for carrying clients in our drivers'
cars. We are also collecting and delivering prescriptions as

well as shopping for vulnerable people and regularly phoning anyone who needs support. These services

may have to continue on a semi-permanent basis.

Our volunteers have really worked hard and done an amazing job in solving problems as they came up

and providing all the support needed. A big, big thank you to them all. Going forward we are always
going to need drivers and office workers so anyone wishing to join the FISH Volunteer Centre please

phone 01.1.8 972 3896.

Richard McQuillan

Chairman

Support and Tronsport for the Community



Profile: Frank Parkhouse

On a very hot August afternoon I had the pleasure to talk with Frank and Pat Parkhouse in their lovely

garden, talking to them about their lives, their interests and Frank's great volunteering work with the

FISH Charity.

They both grew up in Exeter and the clean air must have done them some good since they are now in
their late eighties and generally in good health. Dawlish was their favourite place to visit at the weekends

I was told, and they married in Exeter 60 years ago.

Frank worked for a number of bus companies on the management/office side and over the years has

lived not only in Exeter but Newport on the lsle of Wight, Kingston Bagpuize in Oxfordshire and finally

Sonning Common where he worked for the bus companies in the Reading area. This last move was 45

years ago.

Frank and Pat are great family people having a son and daughter and six grandchildren all living in the
area. Married 60 years ago they both have great stories to tell about early holidays and their exploits with
camping, whether under canvas or a trailer tent and then caravanning in this country, France and ltaly.

The caravan site in ltaly was unusually not all busy untilthey discovered that it was at the end of the
runway at the Marco Polo airport.

Frank mentioned that he had enjoyed his 25 years as a FISH volunteer being a home visitor and as ever

with all his driving work for FISH had gained so much from the experience.

We spoke about Covid and both said that they had come through it due to the lovely community that is

Sonning Common and they enjoy being part of it and the friendship of neighbours.

A lovely afternoon spent with very genuine people.

Clive Mills

FISH Truste
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The Grand Draw (somewhat delayed)

Due to the Pandemic so many functions have been cancelled, including the Charity Lunch which was to

have taken place on Wednesday 29th April. lf anyone would like a refund for the tickets sold, do pop into

the FISH Office between 9.30 and 11.30 am any weekday, bring your tickets and we will give you a

refu n d.

The lunch was to have included a Grand Draw and as some very generous prizes had already been

donated we decided to hold the draw, socially distanced of course, outside the FISH office and asked

Daphne Allen, a well-respected and regular client of ours, to draw the winning tickets.

The prizes and prize winners were:

1st Prize: Case of Wine from Laithwaites - Barbara Daden

2nd Prize: Voucher from Hobbs of Henley - Douglas Kedge

3rd Prize: Voucher from Sonning Common Garage - Terry Ryan

4th Prize: Voucher from The Bird in Hand - Heather Alright

5th Prize: 2 Bottles of Wine - Christine Rumble

6th Prize: Voucher from Westwood Massage - Sylvia Joyce

We send our great thanks to all our sponsors.

We would also like to say a big Thank You to all the people of Sonning Common and surrounding villages

who have been so generous to us, throughout our fund raising, to buy our new office.

We would also like to say how grateful we are to all the new Volunteers, who have come forward at this

difficult time, to help us to continue our work helping people of the area. So many new clients, who have

needed Shopping and Prescriptions have said how grateful they are and what wonderful people our

Volunteers are. We all agree it is a great place to live.

Mary Norris

Vol u nteers Co-ord inator
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Home Visiting during Lockdown

As lockdown came into force it was with sadness that Judy M. and I had to advise FISH Home Visitors not

to go and see their clients. Of course, all of them clearly understood the reasons and readily agreed to

maintain the contact by regular phone calls.

Lockdown has been particularly hard for elderly people living alone as, not only could they not see their

FISH visitors, but the same applied to their family members as well. As things are slowly easing so some of

the visitors are beginning to start going to see their clients again but only if the visitor and client feel it is
the right decision for both of them. For those visiting again great care is being taken by the visitors to

minimise any risk of transmitting the virus by social distancing, hand sanitising and all other precautions.

Our lovely elderly clients are so precious to us we need to take every care to keep them safe but at the

same time to try and brighten their lives. Being elderly and alone is no fun and this pandemic has made

that even worse so thanks to our Home Visitors for doing all they can keep up their spirits.

Sue Nickson

Home Visiting Coordinator

Men's Sheds

Men's Sheds started back in 1999 in Australia and since then have spread worldwide. My idea

for FISH to start one comes from my experience of running the socialoutingswherethe majority
of passengers are women with the occasional man although when we do airfields, or motor

museumsetc. we have a bigger uptake of men.

I see establishing a local Shed as an additional part of our work in the community whereby like-

mindedpeoplemeet, sharetheirworries,shareskillsandknowledgeandgainarenewedsenseof
purposeand belonging. A place to pursue practical interests, to practice skills and enjoy
making, mending, creating plus it is about social connection and a bit of banter.

To enable FISH to start this venture above all else we need the help of the community in finding
a dry barn, large shed, large garage, etc. with electricity in the localareato getthisoff the
ground. CAN YOU HELP PLEASE! lf so, contact the FISH office on 0118 9723986.

Sheila Maughan

FISH Trustee

ps. Before someone says it, worldwide Men's Sheds are open to women and people of all ages

although it appears to be generally men.

WHERE THERE'S A WILL THERE'S A LEGACY

WHERE THERE'S A LEGACY THERE'S A CHARITY

WHERE THERE'S A CHARITY THERE'S

THE FISH VOLUNTEER CENTRE

Pleqse remember FISH in your Will



Update on Progress with the Police Office

Since our last newsletter in the Spring we have been busy on the overall

project dealing with the developer, solicitors and as you have read earlier

the big task of fundraising. Once again a big thank you to all.

Organisations and individuals have been very generous in their support

of the project, truly believing.in the great work that our Charity does in

the community at large.

The original company involved in the sale, EXP Property Development, has in the last few months formed a

partnership with another local company Newgate Developments ( Henley) Ltd to undertake the construction

and we hope to be able to move in towards the end of the year.

The internal layout has been agreed and a feature will be a glass wall

between the office and community room. We would welcome any

ideas you may have for the further use of the community room.

Currently we have a Foot Care Practitioner and two groups of carers

who use the community room at our current office plus a number of

one-off uses by other organisations. We do not charge for the use of

the community facility.

Clive Mills

Trustee

A New FISH?

When FISH decided to purchase the old Police Office in Lea Road there was a small problem (apart from the

money that is). FISH as an organization could not actually own property. Neither could it enter a contract

with staff or have a loan. lt would have to be the actual Trustees as individuals rather than FISH who would

have to do these things. Also, it wouid be the Trustees who would be held responsible for any monies owed

and in this rather litigious age, itwasfeltthatthis could deter anyvolunteers joiningthe FISH Committee as

Trustees in the future.

It became obvious that FISH would need to become 'incorporated' in some way and after researching the

options becoming a Charitable lncorporated Organisation (ClO) looked to be the best option. However, it did

mean registering as a new charity with the Charity Commission as there is no way of changing the existing

one. Our application was successfully made to create a FISH CIO registered with the Charity Commission in

July of this year. The Trustees are the same as the 'original' FISH apart from the three who had already

expressed their intention to resign (nothing to do with this change).

We do have a new charity number 1189325, but the constitution is almost exactly the same, except it will

allow us to do more support work in the community.

For our clients and volunteers nothing will change except hopefully we will get better at being a major

community resource for Sonning Common and the surrounding villages.

Geoff Ward

Trustee



our New Mrnrbus

The FISH Trustees had been considering replacing the current vehicle for some time but concerns over
possible changes to the licensing regulations affecting driver eligibility had led to a delay in the final decision.

However, following the FISH Volunteer Centre

AGM last June the licensing situation was clarified

with no immediate effect on our team of bus

drivers. With this obstacle removed the FISH

Trustees authorized the purchase of a new vehicle.

After extensive research on the models available

and comparisons between leasing or outright
purchase the Trustees decided on purchase of a

Mercedes Benz Sprinter as the base model with a

coachwork and conversion company in Essex chosen to modify the vehicle to our required specification.

Early in the new year we had the first indications of what was soon to become a

very unexpected and life changing period for us all. We took delivery of the new

minibus on Thursday 12 March and the following Monday it made its inaugural

run to Tesco's in Henley. Later that same day Boris appeared on TV and

announced the immediate imposition of lock down. we ran the planned trip to
Reading Town Centre on the following day but then in line with government

requirements decided on a total shut down of all minibus services until further
notice.

From that date until the beginning of October the new bus remained parked on

its dedicated space at the Johnson Matthey car park with a couple of drivers

making short runs each week to run the engine and change the tyre positions.

Following some relaxation of official guidance and in consultation with the
bus driving team we decided to a trial restart of a limited bus shopping

service as from 5 October. Not all of our bus drivers were ready to make

themselves available at that time, so this meant some limitations on the
frequency of trips. The bus service offered is to be reviewed each month until
such times as a 'normal' service can be resumed.

To comply with the current social distancing guidelines to minimize coved-19

infection the bus only carries 5 passengers on each trip. Masks orface
coverings are mandatory as is hand sanitizing on boarding the bus and the
bus is deep cleaned after each journey. There are also other conditions of
travel which are detailed on the published programme each month.

PIease note that just after this item was written at the end of October the Government decided on
another national lockdown starting on 5 November. This has meant that all remaining trips
planned for November have been cancelled. However, there will be a programme of trips
organised for December, but this timetable may be revised if Government guidelines change.

lohn Pearman

Bus Manager
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