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Junior Peppard News 
From Home 

As you probably already know, schools have been shut down 
due to Coronavirus. Consequently, from the 23rd March, schools 
have had to provide work for their pupils at home. Our school 
(Peppard CE Primary) has been providing us work using the 
school website. The work has been good fun. Normally we have 
a maths lesson, literacy lesson and then something like history 
or science. We also play maths games on-line and sometimes 
Mr Steele sets us a challenge in the afternoons. 

It has been extremely hard working without being able to ask 
your teacher for help and have them respond instantly (although 
we can use messages on the website). Therefore, it has been a 
lot harder to do the work. 

We also cannot communicate with our friends. This makes peo-
ple feel lonelier. If you are not feeling as happy as normal, the 
work can sometimes seem to take ages and it feels boring. 
Edith Claridge (from Year 3) says ‘home-schooling is hard be-
cause I can’t talk to my friends and can only see them in video 
calls which we don’t do very often. My Mummy helps me which 
is good, but I like discussing things in lessons with the people 
on my table.’ 

There are some positives though. For example, teachers check 
the website regularly and help the students as well as they can, 
which is very well. We can focus on our work better because 
normally there are 29 people in a classroom, but only a couple 
at home. Our Mums can help us as well if we get stuck on 
something. The mornings are less rushed as we do not need to 
be in school by 08.55. It is also nice spending time with our fam-
ily, though I am very sure that we all miss each other as well. 

 

I am finding lockdown rather dull. I can’t see my friends like I used to. 
With school shut we don’t get to play on the common any more. I only 
see my friends on Facetime or Zoom calls. While it is lovely to talk to 
them, I miss seeing them in person. But we have made up some new 
lockdown games. Like playing hide and seek on the phone. One of us 
hides and then shows only a little of the place we are in to the other 
person on the phone and they have to work out where we have hidden. 
Once my friend Francesca hid in her giant dolls’ castle and I couldn’t 
work out where she was. That was a lot of fun. 

Instead of all the clubs we used to do, now my brothers and I go for 
long walks with my parents. We have walked all over the place and 
have done nature hunts where we try to identify different things on a list 
before anyone else manages to find all their things. My favourite walk 
was one where we came out of a wood and followed the public footpath 
(very quietly) across a field full of tiny lambs and their mothers. 

The one after-school activity I am still doing is piano lessons. Instead of 
going to my teacher’s house, we have a Zoom call and she teaches me 
without either of us leaving home. The first one was quite weird but it 
seems normal now. 

While I am really enjoying riding my bike up to the common every day, I 
am looking forward to lockdown ending so that I can see all my friends 
again. 

 

Max with his sister, Edith 

Jemima and her brothers (Jonty and Benedict)  
enjoying a bluebell walk in the sunshine. 
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My homeschooling experience has been 
fun but different, I miss my friends and 
going to school, I miss my clubs and  
Sally’s school lunches! I enjoy the home-
schooling Art projects, the Headmaster’s 
projects and also having free time in the 
afternoons, when we walk, bike ride and 
relax. I really hope school starts again 
soon but for now I’m fine with it.  

We are now in week seven of home-
schooling, which seems hard to believe! 
Peppard School have done a brilliant job 
of very quickly rolling out an easy to fol-
low homeschooling programme, which 
they’ve updated and adapted as the 
weeks have passed. We have Maths, 
Literacy, one other subject and the head 
teacher’s projects which are creative, 
active and thoughtful.  

Exercise/PE is regularly set and encour-
aged and our work sheets and reading 
books are dropped to our homes, which 
is a lovely touch. We have highs and 
lows with our homeschooling and a deep 
appreciation for our lovely teachers and 
caring, nurturing little school! We miss it 
a lot and look forward to returning when 
it is safe to do so. I hope everyone is well 
and stay safe.  

 

On Friday 20th March I waved goodbye to 
my class at Peppard Primary School 
where I work as a teaching assistant, gath-
ered up my own three children, aged 12, 
10 and 9, and started preparing to support 
their remote learning for an unknown 
length of time as the country went into 
lockdown. Each of the children have work 
set on-line by their teachers that they com-
plete at home. My two younger children, in 
Years 6 and 4 at Peppard Primary, have 
approximately three hours of work set. A 
piece of Maths, some English work based 
on a book that they read or listen to, and 
another piece - French one day, History 
the next, or maybe Science or Geography 
or Art. It is impressive the scope of the 
work set given that the children are outside 
the classroom and so don’t have access to 
the resources in school. My eldest, in Year 
7 at Gillotts, has a full day of work set by 
each of his teachers following the usual 
day’s timetable, five lessons a day.  

This was the cause of the first argument. 
How unfair it was that he had five lessons 
while the other two only had three! In or-
der to achieve balance, our home timeta-
ble now includes an additional two lessons 
for my younger two. We are lucky in that 
there are some excellent resources availa-
ble. BBC Bitesize is a firm favourite in this 
household and there are some lovely on-
line art lessons which my middle one en-
joys.  

A highlight of the day is PE with Joe 
Wicks. He is a YouTube fitness trainer 
and has set up daily PE lessons. They are 
fun and engaging. His enthusiasm is infec-
tious and he utilises fancy dress; Fridays 
are funny, a 30 minute workout dressed 
as spiderman with lunges disguised as 
web shooting moves. 

My children are also lucky in that the Head 
at Peppard School, Nick Steele, is setting 
the children additional challenges to en-
gage their minds. In this we have made a 
set of bagpipes from a bin bag, three re-
corders and a lot of sticky tape, we’ve built 
the tallest tower we could out of books 
(before it fell over in a messy heap) and 
we’ve walked from Land’s End to John O 
Groats! 

We ensure that we go out every day. The 
children are enjoying getting out on their 
bikes regularly and we are exploring the 
local network of footpaths. We have a 
local map and are colouring in the foot-
paths as we walk them.  

On Friday, our final lesson of the week 
focuses on the nature that lives outside 
our door. We compile lists of the wild flow-
ers that we might see on our afternoon 
walk, or birds, trees, insects; then we 
each have our own list and see who can 
spot everything on their list first. I’m find-
ing it’s important to keep changing what 
we are looking for in order to keep the 
children interested while keeping the 
structure of our days and weeks the same 
to provide them with the security of know-
ing what is coming and also a sense of 
time progressing. It would be depressing 

to be caught in Ground Hog 
Day! 

As I write, we are at the start 
of our eighth week of remote 
learning with the prospect of a 
possible phased return to 
school. Looking back, it is 
interesting how my children 
have adapted to being at 
home and interacting with 
their teaching only through 
their computers. Some of the 
teachers at Gillotts hold regu-
lar on-line meetings to ensure 
that their students are OK with 
their work and one of my  
middle child’s teachers has 
posted videos of her reading 
their English text in their class-
room. This contact is invalua-
ble in reassuring the children 
that the outside world still  
exists. For me, I’ve shifted 
from supporting a class of 30 
children to just having a class 
of three. Sounds easy! How-
ever, managing three different 
sets of work has required 
some serious mental juggling 
on my part as I flip between 
questions on quadratic  
equations, fronted adverbials 
and the music of Vera Lynn. 
Sometimes we have peace 
and successful learning but 

sometimes we have tears.  

The most challenging part of this by far is 
supporting my children emotionally as we 
live through these strange times. They’re 
missing their friends and they’re missing 
the outside world as we have retreated to 
our homes. It will be interesting seeing 
how the next step goes, getting back to 
school and to a ‘new normal’ in our lives. 

The Hall children show off their response to  
Nick Steele’s Build a Book Tower challenge 

Junior Peppard News cont’d 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

Edith 
Laila Max 

Note: Headteacher, Nick Steele, wishes to acknowledge the enormous efforts made by both his teaching team and parents during the 
lockdown.  The teachers have worked very extremely hard to produce work on a daily basis and have frequently worked very long 
hours to do so. His thanks go to everyone for making homeschooling such a success. 

Below are examples of the optional daily tasks for the afternoon with an emphasis on fun  

H A T spells....... 
Find a hat. 

Place as many things beginning with H, A and T in it. 
Put a photo in your scrapbook and on the discussion add list the items in it. 

(Do you know anyone with a big head?) 
Good Luck! 

Do you remember when? 
Draw a picture of the part of school life you miss most. 

Label it if you wish! 
Best designs will appear on the website! 

..........as a cucumber 
Welcome back! 

Once again we're back for more extraordinary tasks. 
Your job today is to take a photo of you, looking your coolest, then paste it into 

your scrapbook. You can share with friends if you wish. 
Best three go onto the front page of our website for tomorrow. 

Good Luck! 

Doppelganger 
(German meaning double of a living person). 

Make one of your knees look like a famous person. 
Upload onto your scrapbook and you may share it with the group to see who can guess correctly! 

Good luck! 

Astrid - HAT spells ... 
Ruby & Kit  -  As cool as ... 

Harry: misses the Common Heather: misses her friends 
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