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Our Schools
Our value this term is Humility and our
next church service will be an opportunity
for children to give examples of how we
demonstrate this in our day-to-day lives.
The children have been out and about this
term but with lots more planned. The
Year 5/6 children will go to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford to see examples of
art from across the Islamic world, focussing on the Islamic Golden Age; the Year
3/4 children will go to Reading Museum
to learn about life in Norman times as
well as exploring the museum’s full size
replica Bayeux Tapestry; Reception will
go to the Look Out Centre in Bracknell to
see the Animals and Humans show. Other
future trips include Wallingford Castle
and Museum, Kew Gardens and the River
and Rowing Museum.
There are lots of sporting events in school
and out, with the cross country season
upon us. Children take part in races at
weekends which are organised by Maiden
Erlegh Chiltern Edge. We also have the
annual Henley Youth Festival to look
forward to; the theme this year is Oceans.
We were very excited to welcome Mr
Stephen Lamacraft who, in association
with The Children’s Challenge, has set us
up with our very own Expedition Society.
The children, along with their parents,
will be able to sign up for various events
throughout the year including climbing
Snowdon, trekking in the Brecon Beacons
and possibly even a sailing weekend on
the Solent. In addition to these amazing
adventures, the Expedition Society will
also be organising first aid, navigation
and health and nutrition workshops for
children and parents. Watch this space.

The Christmas Term was another success
with many fundraisers and fun school
events; from the Friends of Peppard
School Autumn Festival to a successful
night at the Henley Late Night Shopping

Peppard C of E Primary School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354
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with our infamous Tombola stall. As
always, none of it could take place without the constant parent support that we
have and our lovely family community.
As we approach half-term, we are about
to enjoy the yearly Valentine’s Disco.
This is always a fun event and will kick
start the half-term break. We then have
the parent/teacher Quiz Night in March
and, to end the term, the children enjoy
an Easter egg rolling competition. Our
fundraising continues to support the
school and helps towards much needed
equipment, facilities and ‘fun’ things for
the children.
We are hoping to have some vegetable
patches up and running at the new site
for the children to grow and experiment
with different flowers and vegetables
throughout the summer term.

It is both a privilege and an honour to
have been appointed as the new
Headteacher of Maiden Erlegh Chiltern
Edge (MECE). To lead a community of
young people, to see them progress,
prosper and achieve their academic
ambitions; personal goals is one of the
most amazing things to achieve. All the
students I initially met were articulate,
confident and well-presented and have
real pride in the school and it became
immediately clear to me what incredible
potential lies within the student community.
I know the school has been through a
turbulent period but I am clear that pro-

gress is now tangible and the school is
moving rapidly in the right direction. The
Maiden Erlegh Trust is a wonderful sponsor and I will be working closely alongside Mary Davies, the CEO of the Trust,
in ensuring that I maximise the opportunities for further improvement. I would also
like to pay tribute to Richard Hawthorne,
who has been Acting Head of School
since September. The calm and purposeful atmosphere and the loyalty of the students has been, in no small part, down to
his steady hand on the tiller.
Previously, I was Deputy Headteacher at
Brakenhale School in Bracknell which
had a long history of low achievement and
poor behaviour. However, during my time
there, the school was transformed beyond
recognition. The experience I gained will
be invaluable in my planning for MECE
over the next few years. Prior to this, I
was Assistant Headteacher at The Downs
School in Compton where many students
secured places at Oxbridge and the Russell Group of universities. I look forward
to ensuring that MECE students can make
the right choices for their futures.
My values and philosophy towards education are simple: I believe every student is
capable of great work and making the
right choices. I will be working hard to
inculcate an aspirational mind-set while at
the same time ensuring all students can
access extra support and opportunity. I
believe education and knowledge can
open so many doors, develop passions and
give young people a passport to the world
beyond South Oxfordshire. Consequently,
it is crucial that our staff remember just
how vital they are in creating futures for
the young people they work with. I will
work tirelessly to ensure we deliver a high
quality of lessons and education.
In post, I intend to meet as many local
stakeholders as possible, listen to their
ideas and feedback. I want to make
MECE your first choice and your views
will be invaluable as we move forward.

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements
Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc.
Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 149 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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Our Young Achievers
Eden Kent has been doing ballet for years.
She dances at the Hilary Thomas Academy of Dance.

Snippets

The current Health Walk timetable continues until Easter: copies are available
from the Library, the Health Centre and
the Herb Farm, or on the website at
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.
uk/timetable. The new timetable to
cover the summer months will be published shortly before Easter.

Come along to the Sonning Common
Late Spring group to meet others who
understand at the FISH Volunteer Centre, Springhill, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9NT. We meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from
14.00-15.30, 3rd & 17th March, 7th & 21st
April. For more details contact Rachel
on 07827 235420, email
latespring@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or
visit www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire.

Eden in her examination leotard

She recently sat her Grade 3 exam and
achieved a merit. She said that, ‘Dancing
is really relaxing and I like how it transports you to another place.’
For her exam she had to wear a navy leotard, pink tights, ballet belt and leather
ballet shoes. She also said that she had
extra props and clothes for her character
dance including a black skirt with pink
ribbons, flower head-dress and character
shoes. She had to wear her hair in a tight,
slicked back bun with no frizzy bits sticking out. (This is really hard because she
has curly hair!)
Eden says she would recommend ballet to
everyone because it takes your mind off
everything. We wish her the best of luck
with her dancing.

Citizens advice can help you with all
sorts of practical advice if you are going
through a relationship breakdown. Call
Citizens Advice Adviceline on 0300
3309 042 or visit your local C A office.
For locations of offices and opening
hours visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
local/oxfordshire-south-vale.

Friends of Townlands Memorial Hospital, a local charity, is run by volunteers
and its funds are used to enhance medical provision at the hospital. We need to
recruit a qualified accountant to audit
our accounts and a new chairperson. For
more information contact current Chair
of Trustees, Judith Nimmo-Smith on
07930 581732.

We are happy to arrange a pedestal of
flowers in All Saints’ Church for a special
anniversary in memory of a loved one,
wedding, baptism or other special occasion. For details call Ann on 0118 972
1871.
For a number of years, Peppard News has
featured readers’ favourite walks and cycle
rides. Have you enjoyed the articles or
taken advantage of the descriptions?
Would you like us to continue with this
column? Let us know by emailing peppardnews@btinternet.com

The Health Centre is celebrating its 50th
Anniversary in July. All former staff are
invited to a celebration on Sunday 28th
June. If you or someone you know
worked at the Health Centre please let
Leslie Chambers have current contact
details by email
lesley.chambers2@nhs.net, call her on
0118 9721615 or leave a message at
Reception.

There are two Online Services available at
Sonning Common Health Centre: Patient
Access (www.patientaccess.com) to
book appointments, order repeat prescriptions, etc. and NHS App (www.nhs.uk/
nhsapp) which allows all of the above
plus checking symptoms.
Take along a photo id (passport or driving
licence) to Reception and you will be given information on how to register.
There will be Digital Helper volunteers
running information sessions at Sonning
Common Library from 10.00 till 11.30 on
Thursday mornings, in February. To book
a time slot, please phone the Library on
0118 972 2448
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The Councils
Two upcoming events to note are: firstly,
our Annual Parish Meeting (APM) to be
held at our Sports Pavilion (Stoke Row
Road) on Saturday 4th April at 10.00. This
is open to all, and coffee will be served
from 09.30 onwards so feel free to come
along early and chat informally to councillors about any issues of concern or
ideas you have that could benefit the community. Our guest speaker this year is Mr
David Bartholomew, Councillor for Oxfordshire County Council (OCC). David
is spearheading OCC’s drive against the
current Third Reading Bridge proposals –
for the strong reasons he will explain.
The talk is entitled – Reading’s Third
Bridge - how will it affect villages in
South Oxfordshire? Momentum (from the
Berkshire Councils) is gathering for a
study report (costing £800,000) to be produced. OCC are very concerned that this
includes no mitigation measures for the
undoubted extra traffic this will bring to
South Oxfordshire. Our villages do not
need any more traffic! We do not need
any more dual carriageways. Do you
agree or disagree? Please come along to
our APM and give us your views and
learn more about current proposals.
In addition to two new projects; a new
parish notice board for Church Lane, a
new Parish Council website, we continue
to battle against unpopular Planning Applications. Many parishioners have written to complain about an application for a
large ‘Glamping’ site within the parish.
Finally, the Council is pleased to confirm
that we have managed to control general
expenditure to the same level as last year.
There will be no increase in our local parish council tax element this year.

Although we are still in winter, the Pavilion is really quite busy and well used. As I
write, in the next week or so there are 13
bookings for the Pavilion and field. At
£10 per hour to hire it really is a very cost
effective venue for all sorts of classes and
activities. Now with better heating, added
insulation and double-glazed windows, it
is also very warm and cosy.
The handover of bookings and management has gone very well – Peppard Stoke
Row Cricket Club are looking after the
property and grounds well. The Sports

Parish Council
Chairman: Jeni Wood
Tel: 01491 629982
e-mail: jeniwood@barjen.co.uk
Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane
Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE
Tel: 0118 940 6809
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillor: Jo Robb
01235 422520
Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times.

and Field Charity and PSRCC have
together funded the supply and fitting of
new electric hand-dryers over winter,
making sure that fixtures and fittings are
kept up-to-date.
Availability can be checked by visiting:
www.peppardstokerow.playcricket.com, go to the calendar page.
The cricketing season is due to ‘kick-off’
at the end of April, and we are looking
forward to another great season. (All
cricketers please excuse the expression…!)

The apex of the fence at the junction of
Stoke Row Road and the B481 has been
modified to improve sight lines and, at
long last, a hedge has been planted along
the length of the fence. Hopefully,
come the spring, the fence will look a
little greener and less suburban.
There is a proposal for eight glamping
huts sleeping up to 22 people plus a
communal barn and associated parking
for up to 16 vehicles at Blounts Court
Farm on land within the AONB. The
Parish Council has strongly opposed this
application primarily because of its effect on the AONB and the proposed
access for the site along Church Lane
which would create enormous problems
for the residents along the lane.
There is also a proposal for an Inspired

retirement village and estate of 133 residential units and parking for 143 cars on
land adjacent to the Johnson Matthey car
park on Blounts Court Road. Although
situated in Sonning Common, our Parish
Council has strongly opposed this application. Our principle objections are that this
development would extend into the
AONB. Also the resulting increased
traffic, all accessing the site from Blounts
Court Road, would be hugely detrimental
to the neighbouring residents.

For the Autumn 2019 edition of Peppard
News, David Batholomew, our OCC
Councillor, wrote a long article explaining the proposal for a Third Reading
Bridge which appeared on the front page
(www.peppardnews.co.uk/current-past
-issues/).
The parish councils in South Oxfordshire
held a meeting on Friday 31st January
attended by David Bartholomew who is
campaigning against the proposed bridge.
The assembled parish councillors voted to
support David Bartholomew’s motion that
any proposed bridge should be reserved
for public transport, pedestrian and
bicycle traffic or, if it is decided to go
ahead with a vehicular bridge, that proper
traffic mitigation on the Oxfordshire side
is included in the plans and budgetted for.
The only possible way genuinely to allow
for the increased traffic would be to build
a new road across the AONB through to
the A4074.
A feasibility study is currently being carried out, and all interested parties are encouraged to contact our MP with their
views. Although invited, John Howell
was abroad and unable to attend.

There will be many key issues up for
debate in the House of Commons over the
coming months. As always, I am interested to know the views of constituents on
the various topics as they come up for
debate. If you have an issue that you
would like to raise with me please do
email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or
write to me at the House of Commons
0118 334 7474
(House of Commons, London, SW1A
0AA) or my constituency office (PO Box
84, Watlington, OX49 5XD) to share your
views.

Providing quality homecare since 1968

0118 334 7474
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Know Your Councillor
The annual village litter pick will be on
Saturday 25th April. Meet by the Unicorn
just before 10.00. All welcome.
Services and funds are available to help
home owners and private tenants stay
independent, safe and well in their homes.
For information about help with new boilers, repairs to boilers, home insulation,
access to local, trustworthy repair services
visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
homerepairs.

There is a new and magical gizmo to kill
the confusion around recycling. The
Waste Wizard is a new online tool to provide a solution to help solve the riddle of
household waste.
Type in your postcode and the name of
any item to find out whether it can be
reused, repaired, donated, recycled, if it
needs to go into a specific bin or can be
disposed of at a Household Waste Recycling Centre - www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
wastewizard
From 4th February, SODC is running a
campaign to clamp down on littering.
These are the Top Ten excuses given by
people caught littering:
I didn’t think a cigarette butt was litter
It was already littered so won't matter if I
add some more
I didn't know it was against the law
I didn't know you could be fined for
dropping litter
I'd have to walk over there to the bin
I keep the road sweepers in a job
You go and stop others first, then I will
stop
It's bio-degradable
I couldn’t see a bin
There are no signs about not littering
The people who gave these excuses were
all given a Fixed Penalty Notice and £80
fine.

It was a cold, gloomy day when I went
to interview Dominic, nevertheless, he
was in the garden turning his compost
heap.
Gardening is just one of his many
passions: with his wife, Celia, they grow
their own produce and, although not
vegetarian, they aim to be self-sufficient
in vegetables during the summer
months. They also plan to keep their
own chickens.
Even harder work than the garden is the
log splitting that is required to feed their
wood burner, although he does use a
mechanical wood splitter. Dominic
enthusiastically showed me his system
for both the central heating system and
heating the water, all fed from the wood
burner. It certainly keeps him busy as
nine tons of wood a year is necessary.
A local man, Dominic was born and
brought up in Henley, he went to
Gillotts and then Henley College. He
and Celia lived in the centre of Henley
before deciding they wanted more space
and the freedom to roam for their growing family. Eight years ago, this brought
them to Peppard where they completely
renovated and expanded an old cottage
with close proximity to one of the commons.
It is important to him to be involved in
the community; in Henley he was
company secretary for the Chiltern
Centre for Disabled Children and, once
in Peppard, he volunteered at the cricket
club to coach children from a wide area.
He has coached the same group as
Under 6s and now, as Under 12s, he has
had the satisfaction of watching them
grow and develop. He encourages his
own three children to play and is very
keen that they should value being part of
a team. He also plays for the club himself although he claims to play very
badly.
Dominic joined the Parish Council two
years ago. Working full-time, he gives

Kathryn Fell Photography
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events,
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding
07958 371770
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk

as much time as he can and, as well as the
monthly Council meetings, he is on the
Finance Sub-Committee.
Two causes are close to his heart; firstly,
he wants to do anything he can to help our
school. Secondly, he loves the commons
and the countryside around us. He
admires the achievements of the Conservators on the commons in opening up
glades but would still like to see more
diversity; as a youngster he remembers
more birds and butterflies. One thing that
upsets him is to see litter and fly tipping
despoiling our village. He believes the
Council should strive to maintain the
beauty of the area and fight against overdevelopment.
He enjoys working at this local level and
finds it is possible to help residents and
overcome bureaucracy simply by taking
the time to chat and then, perhaps, coordinating with both SODC and OCC.
With a three-hour daily commute to
Surrey, he is, nevertheless, totally against
a third Reading bridge. He fears the impact it would have on the whole of South
Oxfordshire.
Trained as an accountant, he works for a
British manufacturer fulfilling large, global, mainly government, contracts. As
Head of Ethics, he is ultimately responsible for maintaining his company’s global
standards in ethics and ensuring that safety and environmental standards are met
and the code of conduct is adhered to.
Working internationally, he supports employees in making ethical decisions and
embedding responsible business practices.
Even with all the demands upon his time,
when he was asked to join Ethical
Reading because of his background and
experience, he agreed. It exists to help
local organisations do the right thing by
each other, the wider community and the
environment, and to thrive in the process.
At the end of our very interesting conversation, I left Dominic to pull his wellington boots back on and return to his compost heap.
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Our Village
Mrs Mollie Walker, MBE, has lived in the
village since 1923 and still remains in
good health. I had the pleasure of visiting
her on her birthday earlier this month and
seeing the birthday card she received from
the Queen. She has quite a collection of
them now, having received the first one on
her 100th birthday and one every year
since her 105th birthday.

Last year a beech tree was planted at the
far side of the cricket pitch to celebrate
her 110th birthday and, in the summer, she
cut the ribbon at the official opening of
the extension and refurbishment of the
Sports Pavilion. An amazing lady, she still
enjoys accompanying her daughter,
Sheila, to the supermarket to buy groceries. Mrs Walker has memories of the time
when there was an American Army Hospital on Kingwood Common where, as a
member of the Women's Voluntary Service, she made dressings for the wounded
German prisoners of war. She was awarded an MBE for her Civil Defence work.
Belated birthday congratulations from us
all at Peppard News!

I took over the pub at the end of September, moving here from South East London
where I worked as a supply teacher. Running a pub was something I had talked
about with my husband for some time,
making plans but never taking that final
step. This year just felt the right time to
start a new education!
On my first visit, I knew the Bird was the
pub for me. I could picture people spending time sitting by the fire in winter then,
when I saw the potential of the garden, the
ideas started and before I knew it, I was
planning ahead for next summer!
Our aim is to create a real home-fromhome; a place where families, friends and
local groups can meet. We look forward to
greeting you and your four-legged friends
soon.

Dominic Renshaw lives in Shiplake
Bottom and is currently training hard
prior to his bid to trek to the South Pole
in 2022. It's early days, but he has decided that Emmaus,
www.emmaus.org.uk, a national
charity for the homeless, will benefit
from his fundraising efforts. More news
of Dominic's challenge and how to donate nearer the time.

Inspired Villages is proposing to build a
133 units village for retired people on
land at Little Sparrows, off Blounts
Court Road, opposite Johnson Matthey.
The deadline for comments has passed,
as has the meeting between Sonning
Common Parish Council and Inspired
Homes.
However, as part of the ongoing consultation process, a public exhibition will
be held on Saturday 29th February in
Sonning Common Village Hall
from 10.00 until 14.00 to update
people on the progress of the revised Sonning Common Neighbourhood Plan.
Contact Sonning Common Parish
Office for further information:
0118 972 3616 or e-mail ndp@
sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk

We have some exciting events
lined up for the spring: there will
be a special menu prepared for
Mothering Sunday, on 22nd March then
over the Easter weekend, with children
in mind, we will have a colouring competition, an Easter egg hunt and cream
teas.
We are also making plans to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of VE Day on Friday, 8th May. We have yet to finalise
arrangements but all details of this and
other events will be on our website
www.unicornkingwood.co.uk shortly.

The Drama Group will be putting on our
spring production on the nights of Thursday 23rd, Friday 24th and Saturday 25th
April at Peppard Memorial Hall. Doors
are open 19.00 for 20.00 start.
Forget Me Knot by David Tristram is a
fast-moving comedy with lots of verbal,
as well as visual humour, some real laugh
out loud moments and a plot which will
keep you guessing till the very end.
Tickets at £10.00 and additional information from 0751 239 2625 or
www.chilternplayers.co.uk

Did you know that All Saints' Parish
Room used to be a 'hut' on the corner of
Stoke Row Road and Gallowstree Road?
The existing Parish Room was built on to
the Church in 1981/2. The original was
built in 1904, demolished in 1978 and was
used for church choir practice, meetings of
the Young Wives Group, the Boys Club
and Peppard Parish Council amongst other
things.

Picture entitled Birthday Honours
Photo courtesy of Angela Davison

A neighbour to the old hall saw a picture
being put in a skip when it was being demolished and asked if she might have it.
The unframed picture, scene of a bygone
age, was given to her as was a suitable
frame from another neighbour. It has been
hanging in her house ever since.
Does anyone remember the picture or
where it came from? Contact Peppard
News if you do.

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Peppard News

Welcome to our Spring edition. We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and a Happy New
Year. We are looking forward to school trips and lots of fun lessons to do in class.

In our school assemblies we learn about a different school value each term. Our values help us understand how to be good and kind
people. This term we are learning about Humility.
We have learnt that humility is the act of being humble. That means understanding that everyone is special to different people for
unique reasons but recognizing that you shouldn’t boast about being the best at anything. We should value ourselves in a way that isn’t
dependant on being better than other people. For example, a bully is not humble because they think that they are the best and other
people are not worth as much as them.
In one assembly our Headmaster, Mr. Steele, told us about the story of the tortoise and the hare. The hare was boastful, he thought
that the tortoise could never win the race, so he rested by a stone. While he was resting, the tortoise overtook him and won the race!
The moral was not to boast about things because you are not necessarily the best at them.

On Wednesday 8th January 2020 I went to the Milestones Museum. I went to school and we got in cars and the minibus. When we got
there, we got into groups and went down the stairs carefully. We got down and my class went to a workshop about old fashioned games
and toys. We went down a cobbled road to get to the workshop, also we met a lady called Maggie and she was wearing glasses and an
old-fashioned dress. My favourite game was oranges and lemons because I liked going through the tunnel.
We then went to the mystery games and we only got time to play one game which was Pick Up Stix. I really enjoyed this game because
it was tricky but fun. Just before the next workshop we saw a caravan that was like a house.
The final workshop was about old toys. I learnt that the toys in the old days were quite a bit more boring than the ones we have now,
like a teddy bear. Now we have colouring with all sorts of pens and lots of plastic dolls like Hairadorables. They used to have china dolls
in the 1950s.
Then we went to the
teddy bear eye spy, there
were lots of different teddies. After that we went to
sort toys from the 1950s
to the toys that we have
now on a timeline.
Next, we went to make
different toys out of wooden blocks or rock-solid
Lego to make different
things like a rocket. Finally, we had to sort toys into
different things like hard
and new. It was brilliant!
Then we had lunch and
went to the penny arcade
and we had five pennies
to spend. Meanwhile I
went to the sweetie shop
and I picked lemon sherbet. After that we came
back to the penny arcade
and I spent my pennies
quite quickly. So I
watched some people do
theirs. Finally, we got
back to the cars and got
in them. Back to Peppard!
Charlie Fletcher, Arthur Woodhouse and Max Nichols having fun
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
Ice skater Amber Kriefman (age 8) has been busy performing in her Christmas show at Slough Ice Arena. She has been practising with the club she
was invited to join two years ago.
Amber has been skating since she was four and has successfully made it
to Silver Level (according to NISA rankings) and hopes to continue her
skating to achieve gold and further success.
She said her favourite move is the catch foot where you put one foot behind you and lift it up over your head while continuing to move forward on
the ice. She is taught by Sam, a coach at Slough, and skates three times a
week.
Amber told us she finds ice skating really fun and said that her favourite
moment was rehearsing the Christmas show as she loved being an elf. We
hope to see Amber skating in the future and we wish her all the best.

Amber Kriefman

Francesca Cima

Grace Hillier

I have to apologise to Francesca Keyte,
Peppard School Worship Councillor.
Her sister’s name was listed by mistake
in the Junior Peppard News Winter
edition. Francesca is doing a great job
in the worship council.

The children in Peppard Class have been studying the gingerbread man story in class and have been doing a number of
activities related to this story.
‘We have been cooking a gingerbread man and reading a story
about the gingerbread man. I’ve been talking about the gingerbread man at home. In maths we’ve been taking away with the
gingerbread man. We’ve painted pictures of the gingerbread
man. We’ve been writing stories about the gingerbread man. I
like the bit about being gobbled up by the frogs.’
‘When we made gingerbread men we used eggs, flour, ginger,
brown sugar and a gingerbread man cutter.

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

• Implants
• Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
• Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
• Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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On Wednesday 5th February, after an early lunch Highmoor class set off for Reading
Museum. When we got there, we climbed the stairs to a large room that contained a
copy of the Bayeux Tapestry. This is a large tapestry that retells the events of 1065 and
1066, including the Battle of Hastings and William the Conqueror taking the English
Crown.
First we talked through the events of these years and several children dressed up as the
main characters. Eliza was Edward the Confessor, Edith played his wife – Edith, and
Ellie was William the Duke of Normandy.
Then we separated into three groups and followed the Bayeux tapestry, spotting the
main events and characters. We saw Harold Godwinson visiting Mont Saint Michel, Edward the Confessor’s coffin being taken to Westminster Abbey while it was still being
built, and Harold Godwinson’s death with an arrow in his eye.
Finally we all got a chance to dress up in medieval clothes and armour. The chain mail
amour was incredibly heavy!
I really enjoyed looking at the Bayeux tapestry and imagining the story of the Battle of
Hastings.

Eliza Morris as King Edward

On the 13th of December, a select group of year 5/6 boys and girls set off to the Oxford University Sports Academy. It was quite a long
journey in the minibus but finally we got there.
I (Freya Kriefman) was the girls’ captain while Joe Prince (one of our other Junior Editors) was the boys’ captain. Footsul is a new sport.
It is a bit like football but is played indoors and has a heavier ball.
The boys (as there were fewer teams) played ten minute matches against four different schools. Whereas the girls played seven minute
matches against five different schools. The girls team consisted of mostly the girls football club; Lily-Mae Clements, Elodie Jones, Freya
Kriefman, Heather Toward, Ruby Turner, Astrid Waite, and Lola Wilde. The boys team consisted of; Bear Gow, Dylan Mole, Ethan Potter, Joe Prince, Jamie Taylor, Harrison Webb, and Oli White.
The boys team came second whereas the girls came fifth. Congratulations to everyone who took part and thank you to Mr Steele and Mr
Tanner for taking us.

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
• Open Monday to Friday during term-time
• Full and part-time places
• Fully government funded sessions available
• Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.

Babes in the Woods
•
•
•
•

Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 9.30am-11.00am
Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162
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Our Village cont’d
If you’ve been up Stoke Row Road recently past the Unicorn, you may have noticed
that Kingwood Common, on the right, has
become much more open with dead hedges and less bracken and scrub. The Green
Gym has been working here at intervals to
create glades and ensure the footpaths are
clear. While at Burnt Platt Wood further
along, we’ve been opening up more areas
by felling small birch trees and putting in
more dead hedges. It’s all part of our contribution to keeping our countryside looking more beautiful for you to enjoy.
A little further away, we’ve been clearing
laurel in the woods round Greys Court.
Incidentally if you’ve not done the walk in
the woods around there, it’s worth a visit.
Join us: phone 0118 972 3528 or visit the
website:
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk. We’d
love to see you.

We’re having a Mothers’ Day story and
craft session for under 10s on Saturday
21st March at 10.00 – and homemade
cakes will also be on sale! There will also
be an Elmer’s Day story and craft session
on Saturday 23rd May – also at 10.00, and
also with homemade cakes for sale!
Easter opening times: Friday 10th April:
closed, Saturday 11th April: open
(Storytime as usual), Monday 13th April:
closed, Tuesday 14th April: closed
(normal for a Tuesday!) Back to normal
on Wednesday 15th April.
Don’t forget our regular events: Rhymetimes on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the
month; Gadget sessions every Thursday
(for those who need help with new technology); Scrabble Club on Friday mornings; Crafts for adults on the last Friday
of the month; Storytimes every Saturday.
For more details about these events,
please email the library on sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk or
phone 0118 972 2448.

On 13th December I had the pleasure of
representing the Peppard News Team at
the charity's Christmas party.

Make it a date! On Wednesday 29th April,
the FISH Volunteer Centre is holding a
Charity Lunch in Sonning Common
Village Hall at 12:30 (Jacket potatoes
with choice of fillings, fruit juice, tea
and coffee) to help raise funds for the
exciting purchase of the old police
station in Lea Road, Sonning Common
as the new permanent office for the
charity.
A Grand Draw will also take place with
lots of prizes given by local businesses.
Tickets: £12, available from the FISH
Volunteer Centre office 0118 972 3986,
Occasions, Wood Lane, Sonning
Common or me on 07768 918501

Ways & Means Trust Christmas Lunch

Apart from Greenshoots, the horticultural side of the charity, training is provided
in simple assembly and packaging and
also catering skills for the trainees with
learning difficulties. The industrial unit
was turned into a big party venue and the
trainees, some in their Christmas outfits,
all sat down eagerly for their Christmas
meal. We all enjoyed an excellent lunch
and tea prepared by the charity's cook,
Carrie, and her team. Each trainee had
been given a raffle ticket and the winners
proudly came up to choose their prizes.
Then Father Christmas himself arrived
resplendent in his best Christmas outfit
and sporting his snowy white beard!
Each trainee in turn received a present.
Not done yet, we then had carols accompanied by Alison on the piano. A small
group of trainees lead the singing on the
microphone while everyone else joined
in. All in all, it was a very happy occasion enjoyed by trainees, staff, trustees,
volunteers and incidental people like me.
Thank you to all the lovely people at the
Ways and Means Trust for allowing me
to share it with you.

After a record Christmas booking period
in your village hall, the trustees are now
planning for the rest of this year and into
2021 which will be the centenary year for
the hall.
The new kitchen and refurbishment of the
clubroom, which looks directly out onto
what was the bowls green, is well underway and should be completed in early
February. This room will be ideal for
small parties and can incorporate the safe
and secluded green area.
The trustees are beginning to put plans
together to celebrate our centenary.
Currently the idea at the top of the list is a
large village fair suitable for all the family. More details later in the year.
The trustees, through Peppard News, wish
to thank the Parish Council and our two
District Councillors for their generous
financial support which has helped us to
undertake the current improvement works.
We now have two dedicated disabled car
parking spaces and we are sure that those
using the hall will respect these.

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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My Favourite Walk
The annual, family friendly cycle event
will start at 10.30 on Sunday 29th March
from Sonning Common Primary School
playground, where the rides start and finish. The event, which attracts over 400
local people across many generations of
families, allows you to choose between a
six, 12 or 20 mile route through the local
countryside.
All money raised is donated to charity,
which this year includes Greenshoots, a
local Peppard based charity helping those
with learning and physical disabilities.
If you would like to enter the event please
visit
www.onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk
– entry is £6.00 per person in advance and
£10.00 on the day.
There is also another way to get involved.
The event relies on a small, friendly and
dedicated group of volunteers to marshal
the course. If you would be interested in
supporting everyone get round safely, then
please contact
onyourbikemarshals@gmail.com or call
Geoff Davis on 07980 987087 for more
information – refreshments provided.

Did you go to Henley Grammar School?
If so, we’d love to invite you to our
Reunion on Saturday 18th July.
A group of us are organising a reunion for
anyone who went to Henley Grammar
School up until 1978 – it’s being held in
the original school building and beautiful
grounds in the centre of Henley. That does
include staff too! We are asking people to
register; so far we have received nearly
200 registrations from all over the world,
including Spain, America, New Zealand
and Australia. Several ‘golden oldies’
have registered who came to the School in
1941.
We’d like to make it a day that everyone
will always remember. A real trip down
Memory Lane – or should we say - up the
old School Drive!!
Please register your interest with us now
by email or post and we will send you
more details, email
lynn@harttoheart.co.uk or by post to Sandra Wickens, The Henley College, Deanfield Site, Henley on Thames, RG9 1UH

When I reached for some water, it was
frozen in my drinking tube, so I had to
thaw it with my gloved hand, while still
panting up the hill. (The lack of oxygen in
the air at 5000m means that everything
except walking downhill causes extreme
breathlessness)
We stopped for an early lunch at Gorak
Shep, the last outpost of civilisation before
Everest Base Camp, then walked on, first
of all across a sandy ‘beach’, then up on
the moraine wall of the Khumbu Glacier,
and finally on the glacier itself. The ice
was loosely covered with grit and we had
to be careful for fear of slipping.
At about 14.00 we reached Everest Base
Camp, at a height of 5364m. I had been
told that there would be a lot of rubbish
around, but someone must have been tidying up.
It was too late in the year for any expeditions to the summit of Everest, and it was
difficult to imagine where on the rough
surface of the glacier people would find it
easy to camp.

All treks to Everest Base Camp in Nepal
start from Lukla – a STOL (short takeoff and landing) airport, where only
small 16-seater planes can land – an
exciting experience!
The track was rough and ankletwistingly stony, heading northwards
following the course of the Dhudh Kosi
river, but walking on the sides of the
valley. The river had to be crossed at
regular intervals on swinging, swaying
bridges – scary enough even without the
possibility of meeting yaks coming the
other way.
The route was undulating, but inevitably
there were more ‘ups’ than ‘downs’, and
the effects of altitude were increasingly
felt – breathlessness, a ‘thin’ headache
and occasional nausea. (Lukla is 2860m
above sea level and altitude sickness
begins to be felt at 2000m).
We had several acclimatisation days on
the way up, where we climbed higher,
then
came
down for
the night.
We
stayed in
‘lodges’
where
accommodation
was very
basic –
and got
more
basic as
we
trekked
onwards.
The first
‘luxury’
to disappear was
Route from Gorak Shep to Base Camp
running waPhotos were taken, and then it was time to
ter, and the final one was electricity.
head back. One of the Sherpa guides ofThe forests disappeared as we got highfered to carry my rucksack – and I was
er, the scenery more barren, the views
tired enough to accept his offer.
more breath-taking.
We got back to Gorak Shep just before
The day dawned as on the previous few
dark and after hugging my rucksackdays – but on this day we were up becarrying Sherpa, I sat down and fell asleep
fore dawn, preparing to make the final
for an hour before our evening meal. The
effort to get to Everest Base Camp. We
12 hours of walking that day had comset off at 06.15, and crossing the partialpletely exhausted me: I am getting too old
ly frozen stream, we pushed on up the
for such things!
valley in the shadow of the Himalayas.
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Clubs and Societies
There will not be a February lunch as the
floor in the hall is being cleaned. We
have said goodbye to Val Ross as, due to
her move, she thought it is the right time
to step down. We welcome two new
helpers, Val and Sue. We will always
find you a chair and a good meal if you
would like to join us. Tel: 01491 681780

The last film of the season will be Notting Hill starring Hugh Grant, Julia
Roberts and Hugh Bonneville. It will be
screened on Friday 20th March and I
need hardly remind you that you must
book early to be sure of getting a seat!
We’ll be back in the autumn when the
films to be shown will be What We Did
On Our Holiday a hilarious film with
David Tennant and Rosamund Pike and
Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again, with
a host of well-known actors. We’ll publish the dates on the website
(www.peppardrevels.org.uk/filmnights/) later in year.
We’d like to thank everybody for their
support – we’ve been going since 2007!

Our big achievement last quarter was to
perform Handel's Messiah at the Great
Hall, University of Reading, to a full audience with soloists and orchestra praised by
the Henley Standard. The soloists were
Louise Wayman (soprano), Freya JacklinEdward (mezzo soprano), Adrian Green
(tenor) and Michael Hickman (bass) and
the conductor was Paul Burke, the SCCS
musical director.
On Saturday 4th April at 19.30, the society
and the Parenthesis Choir will be performing Rossini's Petite Messe Solennelle at
The Great Hall, University of Reading.

The ticket prices will be £15 via our
website
(www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.u
k) and £17 on the door.

talent, new ideas and enthusiasm. So, ladies, if you haven’t yet sampled all there is
on offer in Peppard WI, a warm welcome
always awaits you.

Our Centenary Year ended with our
Christmas party to which we had invited
the Peppard War Memorial Hall trustees. We presented them with a new PA
system and a cheque to enable the trustees to continue, in part, the excellent
work they are doing to maintain the
standard of the hall facilities.

We have seen a busy winter with twice
weekly club nights still being well attended by members on the floodlit courts and
the number of children having term-time
coaching lessons at an all-time high.
Looking to spring, we will be hosting our
annual Open Day on a Sunday in April
which will be announced on our website
as soon as the date is confirmed. It’s always a fun day with on court opportunities for adults and children plus extras
including a barbeque and cakes. A great
chance to have a look at the facilities and
meet our committee and members if you
are interested in joining.
Teach Me Tennis will be running three
weeks of their popular holiday camps at
the club over the Easter holidays from
Monday 30th March until Friday 17th April
for children aged 4+. You can book single
mornings, afternoons or full weeks so
there is lots of flexibility. Ratios are kept
low with a maximum of six children per
coach to ensure quality and learning. The
camps will run again over May half term
and the summer holidays and can be
booked online at
www.teachmetennis.co.uk
For more information about Peppard Tennis Club please visit
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk

Photo from the Henley Standard

Our entertainer that afternoon was not
well, but nevertheless, arrived at the last
moment in order not to let us down.
However, we trust that our visitors enjoyed the food, silly games, Secret Santa
and, most of all, the company.
In January we removed our archives
from storage, took one more look at
them and packed them carefully away,
in order that we may now look to our
future with confidence.
This will be the last report I write for
Peppard News as I am standing down at
our Annual Meeting in March. The role
of President is something I have thoroughly enjoyed and I intend to continue
to be an active member of Peppard WI.
I am delighted that we are regularly getting visitors interested in joining us. Our
institute is, at present, brimming with

We have been busy working on our green
heart climate change project for Sonning
Common WI. We are so proud of everyone involved who worked so hard on this
very special project. We have loved doing
it, so thank you to the WI for letting us be

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust
Fund for support of educational activities

The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twentyfives from Peppard. It can help with purchase of books, educational
visits, special projects, and the like. If you may be eligible, or know of
others who may wish to apply, please call:
Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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part of it. A big well done; I think you did
an amazing job!
We are going on a Laser Quest trip in the
near future: chosen by our young people.
The youth club are desperate for volunteers, anything that would help us keep
open and running. Recently we had to turn
children away because we didn’t have
enough manpower. Please email me on
sunny.clubsc@gmail.com if you could
spare two hours a week or every other
week on a Wednesday evening. It’s so
much fun and our young people need people willing to just be there for them. If you
have a skill you would like to pass on even
better, but honestly if you like baking,
sport or crafts please do email me.
Remember we’re open on Tuesdays from
19.00-21.00 and Wednesday from 18.3020.30, £1 entry. Find us above the sports
hall at MECE.

Want to take up tennis or give it a try?
Our tennis club is ideal for beginners and
young families and this is the perfect time
of the year for getting outdoors, keeping
fit and having fun. Our two hard courts are
in excellent condition and suitable for
anyone who wants to simply play tennis
with their friends or family, you can just
turn up and play in a casual and informal
environment. There is no club house, we
do not have any competitions, there is no
dress code, we just want people to enjoy
themselves playing tennis.
We are on your doorstep, off Horsepond
Road next to Bishopswood Day Nursery,
between Gallowstree Common and
Peppard crossroads.
Our new season starts in April and we are
hoping to keep the fees the same once
again; for many years we have only
charged £30 for a whole family and for
this amount you can play tennis any time
you like. Interested? Want to find out
more about our club? Then please contact

me for more information by email at
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org or
see
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org

Your local table tennis club continues to
thrive at its Peppard War Memorial Hall
venue. A latest initiative is to introduce
adult coaching sessions which now take
place on Monday evenings 18.00-19.00,
following the junior sessions which take
place from 17.00-18.00.
The club's teams continue to do well in
the Reading & District League. The B
team is currently in 3rd place in
Division 1, while the A team is in 4th.
The C team is also in Division 1 and,
after a good series of results since the
New Year, is now in 10th, just above the
relegation zone. The D team is 4th in
Division 2 with Alan Mollett and
Johnathan Abbott both in good form,
while both the E and G sides are in with
a great chance of promotion from Division 4. The F team is also in Division 4
and is currently in midtable.
Anyone interested in joining any of the
coaching sessions or perhaps joining a
league team next season can contact me,
the club secretary, at
n.maltby587@btinternet.com or on
07857 670024.

We have a very exciting anniversary this
year: it is the 50th year of Wyfold Riding
for the Disabled. The very first committee meeting was held at Borocourt Hospital on the 29th March 1970 and consisted mainly of doctors and nurses,
Lady Chick, Mr Palmer and a representative from the newly formed RDA.
To celebrate this achievement, we are
holding a special 50th Anniversary
Awards Evening on Saturday 28th March

at The Phyllis Court Club in Henley. This
is to say a big thank you to all our loyal
and dedicated volunteers without whom
there would be no Wyfold RDA. We are
pleased to announce that our guest speaker
will be Olympic Medallist Vicky Thornley
who started her career as a showjumper
and has volunteered with us in the past.
In December we cracked open a bottle of
champagne for the official opening of
Marcella’s Way, a new all-weather track
around the perimeter of our site. Marcella
Skinner was one of the founder members
of Wyfold RDA but sadly died of cancer
in 2007. Her husband, Michael, very generously donated £11,000 in her memory
and came along with his son, William,
daughter-in-law and grandson to cut the
ribbon with his tailoring shears. Michael is
part of Dege and Skinner, Saville Row
tailors to the Royal Family and who also
made Prince William’s wedding outfit.
We were very lucky that it actually
stopped raining long enough for our traditional Christmas Fayre in December to go
ahead. Although visitor numbers were
down on last year, we managed to raise
£1,790 for our charity. A big thank you to
everyone who turned out to support us,
both the volunteers and visitors.
It has taken a long time but we have, at
last, two new arrivals at the stables. A new
mare, Sweet Pea, whose purchase was
funded by the Phyllis Court Charity
Action Group and a piebald cob called
Pluto. They have both settled in very well
and we are hoping that they will become
valuable and popular team members.
We currently have over 88 volunteers so
have enough volunteers on most days.
However, we are still looking for more
adult volunteers for Saturday and Wednesday mornings: please pass on the word to
anyone you think might be interested.
We also have a vacancy for a rider on a
Friday morning but they must be under 12
stone (76kg) to ride the horse that is available. For more information, contact me on
gillr400@btinternet.com

ALL THE JOBS

AROUND YOUR HOME
MR F1X-IT - Handyman / Property Services
Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273,
or call evenings 0118 972 3004
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com
for a free quote and call out
www.mrf1xit.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Our Churches
All Saints’

Church of England

Rector:
Associate Priest:
Churchwardens:

www.achurchnearyou.com/5977

Rev’d James Stickings
Rev’d Sheila Walker
Valentine de Haan
Kathie Anderson

0118 972 1459
0118 972 4861
0118 972 3806
0118 972 2694

The period of time covered by the spring
issue of Peppard News includes the most
important Christian holy day: Easter (this
year falling on 12th April), bookended by
forty days of preparation – Lent – and the
celebration of Christ’s Ascension, forty
days afterwards.
Lent begins with the reminder of our mortality and dependence on God on Ash
Wednesday, and we are then invited to use
the forty days of preparation for Easter to
deepen our spiritual lives through prayer,
reflection, and abstinence (not because
Christians believe that giving up things is
good in itself, but rather so that we can
focus on the things that are really important in life). The mood then darkens as
we approach Holy Week (the week leading up to Easter), as we remember the
harrowing events culminating in the crucifixion. Finally, we rejoice at the Good
News of the Resurrection: that in Christ
there is new life for all. And although
Christ returned to the Father (which we
remember on Ascension Day – 21st May),
he did not abandon us, as we celebrate on
31st May the great holy day of Pentecost
(Whitsunday), giving thanks for the Holy
Spirit who is the dynamic power behind
all that the Church is and does.
So – a rich time indeed! Do peruse Jenny
Wingrove’s piece about all the services
and events happening at All Saints’
Church and in the Benefice; you are most
welcome to come to any and all of them.
God bless

Lent Groups will commence on
Wednesday 4th March at 14.30 at
2 Priory Copse and 19.30 at the Rectory.
These informal groups are always very
worthwhile and everyone is most welcome to attend.
Mothering Sunday falls on 22nd March
with Family Communion at All Saints’.
Our youngsters will be distributing posies, which have been blessed, to all
ladies in church.
During Holy Week, Palm Sunday on 5th
April will be celebrated with Family
Communion at 10.30. There will be
Sung Eucharist at St. John’s on Maundy
Thursday, 9th April, at 20.00. On Good
Friday, Morning Prayer and Litany will
take place at All Saints’. Later, a
Devotional Hour will take place at All
Saints' at 14.00.
On Easter Day there will be the usual
Sung Eucharist and Festal Evensong at
All Saints’. On Sunday May 10th at
18.30 there will be a special Benefice
Evening Prayer at All Saints' to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE
Day. At the end of the month (31st) Whit
Sunday there will be Festal Evensong
with an augmented choir.
Looking ahead, Colin Bishop will be
coming to the Benefice for a Service of
Confirmation on Wednesday 1st July at
19.30. The Bishop will be retiring in
October. Further details can be found on
our new website (see box above).
We would like to wish you all a Happy
Easter.

We have celebrated Epiphany and Candlemas with special services and the choir
has taken part in the Eleventh Henley
Choir Festival when at least £1,000 was
raised for Autism Berkshire.

Does any reader know the whereabouts
of a house called Llwyn Ceirios?
Peppard News recently received an enquiry from Richard Huws who is writing

about notable parishioners of Elerch/Bont
-goch, Ceredigion. He asked if the Revd
John Rees was buried at All Saints’
Church (he is). Partly as a result of the
answer to that question, he has written the
following biographical note.
John Rees (1838 - 1924): curate and vicar
of Elerch, 1869-1883 lived at Plas Cefn
Gwyn and Elerch Vicarage.
John Rees was born in 1838 at
Tynywaun, Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire,
the son of Morgan Thomas Rees, a
farmer, and his wife Mary (née Davies).
He was educated at St. David’s College,
Lampeter. Ordained in 1866, he served as
a curate in Llanelli and Cardigan before
his appointment as curate of Elerch in
December 1869, and subsequently promoted to vicar in 1870.
According to the 1871 census he and his
wife Augusta Brudenell Rees (née Morris)
and daughter Mary were living at Plas
Cefn Gwyn. Rees was the first vicar to
live at the new Vicarage completed in
1875, and by 1881 his family had expanded to include six children.
John Rees died, aged 86, at his home
Llwyn Ceirios, Rotherfield Peppard, on
5th October 1924. His wife predeceased
him and both were laid to rest at All
Saints’ Church. They are commemorated
with a gravestone noting that Augusta was
the daughter of the Revd Ebenezer Morris
(1790-1867) of Llanelli - a colourful character and notorious scourge of the local
nonconformists.
It seems likely that, after their retirement,
the Revd and Mrs Rees moved to Peppard
to be near one of their eventual eight children, Rose Hastings Rees (1883 – 1969).
Rose Rees became headmistress of Peppard School in 1922, teaching until her
retirement, aged 60, in September 1943.
Rose Rees lived in the school house adjoining the school.
Richard Huws wishes to acknowledge the
kind help of Bob Newnham, Sylvia Seymour, and Keith and Sandra Atkinson in
responding to his enquiry and in providing photographs.
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Prepared by the Christian women of Zimbabwe with the theme: Rise ,Take Your Mat and Walk, there will be a service on Friday 6th
March, 18.30, at Springwater Congregational Church.
It will last an hour and will include a live weblink to Zimbabwe, followed by supper. All are welcome, not just women, and we look
forward to seeing you there

St Michael’s

Catholic Church

Father Michael Sharkey
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
Parish Office:
0118 972 3418
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

During Advent and the Christmas season,
St Michael’s parish supported the work of
the Reading foodbank, Readifood, and
further afield Embrace the Middle East in
its work with the poorest people in that
area of the world.
On 19th January St Michael’s was delighted to host this year’s ecumenical service
during the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. The service was developed by the
churches in Malta and took as its theme
the shipwreck of St Paul on Malta. To

help us engage with the nautical theme a
couple of boats were brought into the
church. A rather unusual occurrence for
us!
An important part of the life of the
Christian is to try and take the time to
listen to the ‘still small voice of God’.
However, it is not always easy with the
increasing number of gadgets that are
intended to keep us ‘connected’ and so
distract us. With this in mind we hold a
Holy Hour (19.00-20.00) on the first
Monday of each month. This is a time
for quiet prayer and reflection in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Everyone is welcome for just a few minutes
or the full hour. During Lent this will
become a weekly event beginning Monday 2nd March.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 26th
February. Our Ash Wednesday Masses,

including the distribution of ashes are:
Vigil Mass at 19.00 on Tuesday 25th and
noon on 26th. Our main services over Easter are: Maundy Thursday with washing of
the feet 19.00, Good Friday 15.00 and
Easter Saturday Vigil 20.00. There will be
other devotions and talks so please check
our website for details
We continue our weekly visits to the
housebound and the local care homes. If
you know a housebound Catholic who
would like to receive Holy Communion
please let us know. Our free Snack and
Chat lunches continue on the third Tuesday of the month in the church hall. Come
along for a bowl of soup, bread and cake.
All are welcome.
For up to date information check the
weekly newsletter on our website.

It seems as if we just get over Christmas
and Easter begins to approach. We will
be having a Seder dinner on the Thursday evening before Easter (9th April).
Check out our website and if you are
interested in joining us please let us
know.
Our other services will be as follows: a
contemplative space on Good Friday
evening and an Easter Sunday celebra-

tion at 10.30 hopefully with an Easter Egg
hunt!
But before Easter we have the important
celebration of World Day of Prayer where
this year all over the world people will
gather together to pray for the women of
Zimbabwe. All are invited regardless of
gender. Springwater are hosting it this
year: 18.30 on 6th March followed by a
light supper.

Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk

e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com

It was a wonderful Christmas season for
Springwater with many people joining us
for Carols by Candlelight on the 24th and
then a fantastic brunch on 5th January.
Compassionate Loaf is going strong and
we now have some of the health walkers
popping in to buy bread after their walk!
There’s usually something yummy for sale
on a Monday around lunchtime – last
week it was ciabatta – next week – who
knows?

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE
(previously Pembroke Glass)

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?

Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy.
Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items.

Henley Antiques

House calls by appointment

0118 924 2582

07768 918501

frednickson@henleyantiques.com
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Peppard Diary
MARCH
Tue
3
Fri
6
Sat
7
Mon
Tue
Wed
Mon
Tue

9
10
11
16
17

Wed
Fri
Sat
Sun

18
20
21
22

Fri
Sat

27
28

Bereavement Support Group/FISH office/14.00-15.30
World Day of Prayer/Springwater Church/18.30-19.30
Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19.30/0118 972 3609
Sue Ryder Sale/10.30-12.30
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19.30
CE Hort Soc/Talk on Asters/PWMH/19.30/
Peppard WI/Annual Meeting//PWMH/14.00
RPPC Planning//Pavilion/18.30
Bereavement Support Group/FISH office/14.00-15.30
St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12.00/01189 723418
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12.00/01491 681780
Film Cl/Notting Hill/PWMH/19.00/01491 628492
SC Library/Mother's Day story/craft/!0.00
All Saints'/Mothering Sunday/10.30
Ways & Means Trust/Caversham Ct/11.00-17.00
FOPS Quiz Night/tickets from School
WRDA 50th Anniversary Awards/Phyllis Court Club
Sue Ryder Sale/10.30-12.30
SC Bike Ride/SC Primary School10.00

Sun
29
APRIL
Wed 1 Peppard Sch/Easter Church Service/09.15
Fri
3 Peppard Sch Term ends
Sat
4 RPPC Annual Parish Meeting/Sports Pavilion/10.00
CE Hort Soc/Spring Show/14.00-16.00/SC Vill Hall

Sat

4

Tue
Wed
Mon
Tue
Wed
Mon

7
8
13
14
15
20

Tue

21

Thu
Fri
Sat

23
24
25

Wed
MAY
Sat
Fri
Sun
Mon
Wed
Mon
Tue
Wed
Fri

29

Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19.30/0118 972 3609
SC Choral Soc/Spring Concert/21.30/Gt Hall Reading University
Bereavement Support Group/FISH office/14.00-15.30
Peppard WI/Life in Rural Africa/PWMH/14.00
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19.30
CE Hort Soc/Roses of Mottisfont Abbey/PWMH/19.30
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12.00/01491 681780
Peppard Sch Term starts
RPPC Planning//Pavilion/18.30
Bereavement Support Group/FISH office/14.00-15.30
St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12.00/0118 972 3418
Chiltern Players/Forget Me Not/PWMH/19.00
Chiltern Players/Forget Me Not/PWMH/19.00
RPPC/Litter Pick/Unicorn/09.45
Chiltern Players/Forget Me Not/PWMH/19.00
FISH Vol Centre Charity Lunch/12.30/SC Vill Hall

2
8
10
11
13
18
19
20
22

Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19.30/0118 972 3609
VE 75th Anniversary
All Saints'/VE Day commemoration/18.30
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19.30
Peppard WI/Resolutions/PWMH/14.00
RPPC Planning//Pavilion/18.30
St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12.00/0118 972 3418
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12.00/01491 681780
Peppard School half term

FISH Office. 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk
Peppard Common work parties meet 4th Saturday of the month and Kingwood work parties on 1st Monday and 3rd Saturday of the month
Contacts. clerk@nettlebed-commons.org, Matthewdavis550@outlook.com or Tonyrancombe@yahoo.co.uk
Sonning Common Carers Group meets 2nd Wednesday of the month, 14.00 at Abbeycrest Care Home RG4 9RG
Contacts
Full details of all these events
can be found on the website.
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events

Sunday Services
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)
10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

1

MARCH
8 15 22

29

5

APRIL
12 19

26

3

10

MAY
17 24 31

NOTES

 X     X No service
    A      A Benefice Eucharist at Christ the King
              B VE Day 75 Benefice Evening Prayer
             
             
   B 

22nd March – Mothering Sunday; 9th April – Maundy Thursday 20.00 Sung Eucharist at St John the Baptist; 10th April – Good
Friday14.00 Devotional Hour; 12th April – Easter Day; 17th May – Rogation Sunday; 21st May – Ascension Day 20.00 Holy Communion at All Saints’; 31st May – Whit Sunday
Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫
Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

