Remember—we’re on-line too!

The Third Reading Bridge debate has
ebbed and flowed over the years. The fact
there has been little news over the last 18
months has led people to believe the issue
has gone away – it hasn’t. Before I update
readers on the latest situation, I will recap on the background for the benefit of
those who may have recently moved into
the area.
On the Berkshire side,
the bridge would be
connected to Reading's
Inner Distribution
Road (IDR) and the
M4 via the A3290 &
A329(M).
On the Oxfordshire
side, the bridge would
land on the A4155
opposite Caversham
Park Road.
HGVs and cars arriving on the Oxfordshire
side would have three
main onward options:
1. Along the A4155
into Reading Road/
Duke Street in Henley.
2. Along the B481 through Sonning Common, Rotherfield Peppard, Highmoor and
Nettlebed.
3. Along the A4155 into Prospect Street,
Reading.
Historically, bridge supporters have stated this will get 55,000 cars a day out of
the centre of Reading.
A Sonning Common Parish Councillor
jokingly, but perhaps with some prescience, commented to me that the proposal
could effectively turn the B481 into the
A481(M).
In 2015, Oxfordshire and Berkshire parties agreed to undertake a traffic modelling study to understand the traffic impact
of the proposed bridge. With no political
input from Oxfordshire, the traffic modelling study was morphed by the Berkshire
parties into a Strategic Outline Business

Case (SOBC), of which the traffic
modelling study was merely a subsidiary part. Even before the SOBC was
completed, Berkshire applied to central government for funding to take the
project to the next stage (Outline Business Case). The bid was unsuccessful
at that time.

Route of proposed bridge dotted in red

The SOBC was completed in May
2017. Its findings were welcomed by
Berkshire proponents but attracted
limited challenge by Oxfordshire
councils, which had little interest in
the project. The cost of building the
bridge was estimated at £110m. Critically, this excluded the cost of mitigation measures in South Oxfordshire.
The project stalled in early 2018 when
the proponents were unable to identify
funding of £750,000 to develop the
Outline Business Case.
The proposal has recently gained new
momentum and the situation can be
summed-up as follows: a major commercial organisation is currently preparing a 'Buildability' report on behalf
of Wokingham BC and this is due at
the end of August. Reading BC has

Autumn 2019

confirmed the bridge is one of its top
transport priorities in its Draft Local Plan.
A new government organisation called
Transport for the South East (TfSE) is
applying to come into being in the near
future and it shares the ambition to create
the crossing.
Oxfordshire
County Council has objected
to the scheme
proposals as
they stand because the £125
million costs
have been significantly underestimated
and mitigation
measures for
the South Oxfordshire road
network have
been neither
specified nor
costed – and
these costs
would be considerable. The Bridge Steering Group (led
by local MPs) may reconvene in the autumn.
My view is that proponents of the scheme
must be compelled to agree that the
bridge and mitigation measures are one
project and that to leave mitigation
measures as a minor detail to be followed
up at a later date is a deeply flawed and
disingenuous position to take. I urge the
concerned readers to write to John Howell MP expressing their concerns about
the situation: howelljm@parliament.uk
Oxfordshire County Councillor for
Sonning Common Division, comprising:
Binfield Heath; Bix & Assendon; Eye &
Dunsden; Harpsden; Highmoor; Rotherfield Greys; Rotherfield Peppard;
Shiplake; Sonning Common
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Our Schools
We’ve had another wonderful end to
another wonderful year. The highlights
were many.
Our parents’ association, Friends of Peppard School, organised two fantastic
events in the form of a sponsored dragon
boat race and a camp out. Both were
huge successes and the funds raised have
enabled the school to continue to provide
fantastic opportunities and experiences
for the children.
The children performed Peter Pan at the
Kenton Theatre which was stunning. The
staff and children really worked hard to
produce a great show.
Classes have been out on a Roman Day
in Wallingford, a Teddy Bears’ Picnic in
Sutton Courtenay, The Natural History
Museum in Tring and Whipsnade Zoo.
Year 4 went out for a ramble of the commons with the conservators and we saw
the Women’s Tour of Britain cycle past
too. Our choir took part in Festival of
Voices at Dorchester Abbey and the
children of Highmoor class got together
with children from other primary schools
to play their recorders (some one hundred and twenty of them) at Chiltern
Edge.
Sportswise, we have taken part in
eleven sporting competitions, as well as
participating in our own Sports’ Day.
Due to the number of trips we have, the
children were unable to attend the county finals in tag rugby and netball, as our
dates clashed. It was a shame but we
can’t seem to fit everything in.
We’ve had a visit from Hannah
Rancombe and her science staff from
Bluecoats School to give the whole
school a fun and educational science
morning. Thanks go to the Open the
Book team, who continue to support us
with their dramatic re-telling of Bible
stories. And, of course, thanks to
Reverend James for the support he gives
us for our monthly services.

Peppard C of E Primary School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354
Headteacher

Nick Steele
Chairman of the Governors

Emma Turner

www.peppardprimary.co.uk

It has been nonstop! I’d like to thank all
the children, parents, staff and governors
for another successful year.

We have come to the end of another
great year where we have seen the children, the staff, the parents, the families
and the community working together to
support our school. Highlights from this
term were the fantastic Dragonboat
Challenge taken on by the Mums, our
first school Camp Out and Sports Day.
As you have already read, FOPS supported many of the Mums on the Dragonboat challenge and through the great
effort they put in we raised a tremendous
amount for the school. It will make a
massive difference to all the children.
We have bought new IPads, will be replacing and adding new playground
equipment and finally we now own the
school minibus. We would also like to
say thank you to the Peppard Revels for
their tremendous on-going support and
generosity to the school.
Sports’ Day was followed by a great
evening. The sun shone and we had our
usual BBQ and bar so thank you to all
the volunteers who helped out. It is always fun to take part with all the children being involved in the races and
being cheered on. The parents’ race was
again a spectacle to watch!
FOPS will continue to fund the school
mini bus, recorders, books, etc. We are
happy to start this coming year with a
clean slate and start fund-raising for new

projects. We have all been working hard
for a couple of years on the school pavilion: it is finally finished and the school
can start using it very soon.
The support FOPS offers our children
through being actively involved in all the
various activities is, I believe, a significant contributor to the strong foundation
of our wonderful school. So as always – a
huge and sincere thanks to everyone for
their constant support to us and to our
wonderful children.
We look forward to our next couple of
gatherings: the re-opening of the Sports
Pavilion on 31st August and a picnic on
the common on Saturday 7th September.
Bring your picnic and your Pimms!

FOPS hosted our first ever family camping weekend to raise money for the
school. The big event was held at the
beautiful Oak Farm in Harpsden, courtesy
of Sam and Lou (Foundation parents). It
started on Saturday 29th June from about
14:00, with overnight camping and wrapping up on the morning of Sunday 30th
June. There were games, food, drink and
loads of family fun.
105 adults and children had a fantastic
time at our Camp Out, which raised
£1,116 for our village school.

Peppard Primary camp out

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements
Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc.
Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 149 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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Our Young Achievers
Many readers will know of Young
Achiever, Henry Bell, from many previous reports of his Open Water swimming
successes. Henry, now 19, lives in
Peppard with his family and he has been
swimming since he was a young baby. He
is now at the Berkshire College of Agriculture where he has recently been studying maths and working towards a B Tech
in Public Services. He is also learning to
drive and is a member of the Green Gym.
Much of the remainder of his time is taken
up with swimming.
Introduced to the other five members of
the Tri50 English Channel Relay Swim
Team by his previous swimming teacher,
they have been training since last September for a relay swim across the English
Channel which they achieved on 10th July
this year. Tri50 stands for Triathlon 50
based on the fact that all members of the
team, apart from Henry, are over 50.

We’ve arrived in France—Henry is on left

In preparation for the big event, Henry has
been training hard in the Thames and at
the swimming pool at Gillotts Leisure
Centre, Henley. He told me he loves
swimming in the river but is less keen on
lane swimming in a pool.
The Channel is 21 miles wide at the narrowest point but, due to tides and currents,
the team actually took a route from Samphire Hoe near Dover to Cap Blanc-Nez
in France of approximately 30 miles. Taking it in turns to swim for one hour at a
time, the team reached their destination in
12 hours 54 minutes which is the fastest
time for a relay Channel swim this year.

Both Henry's parents, Rebecca and
Robert, travelled with him to Dover and
his mother remained in the support boat
as part of the crew who looked after and
monitored the swimmers throughout
their swim. Henry was the fifth swimmer
to take to the water. At various points he
had to swim through big clumps of seaweed and was stung by jellyfish but remained calm throughout despite being a
little nervous on the boat beforehand and
coped with a water temperature of between 6oC to 12oC. On landing in
France, the team raised the Union Jack!
Apart from the achievement itself, the
team has raised £11,840 so far for the
Alzheimer's Society and donations are
still coming in. A concert at All Saints’
Church on 6th July added to the donations by raising £500 for the charity.
On 20th June Henry took part in the local
annual 1500 metres Club to Pub swim in
the Thames at Henley coming 7th overall.
Next summer the Tri50 Team
plan to swim 40 miles round Jersey. Henry's personal ambition is
to swim the Channel solo one
day! So, three cheers for Henry!
Donations to the Alzheimer's Society for the Tri50 swim can still
be made via www.justgiving.com/
Tri50. Please give your support if
you can. Every three minutes
someone in the UK is diagnosed
with dementia.

Sam Kirschstein Smith’s name will be
familiar to Peppard News readers as our
local talented kayaker. We have been
reporting on his successes in his chosen
sport since 2012.
He has now proved his academic abilities by gaining a First from Brunel University in Industrial Design and Technology. Well done Sam!

With help from the Peppard Educational
Trust, I'm just back from working on a
community project and trekking in the
Atlas Mountains in Morocco. Arriving in
Marrakesh, we were advised how to act
and dress. Touring the souks we saw natural dyes, snake charmers, henna artists,
jewellery stalls and a pharmacy selling
natural remedies. Then we travelled for
8½ hours to our project in Goulmima
where it was 42º so we slept on the roof.

Sophie is on the second cam el
Woken by sheep and donkeys, we went to
the local high school to start work on
building 500 bike racks for those living
too far to walk to school as it is the only
secondary school for miles. Working in
the heat in half hour shifts, we completed
the project in five days.
Relaxation was swimming in the local
pool and touring the Kasbahs with a local
who told us that life was hard but happy.
We had a lesson in Arabic, toured a village and visited a Bedouin family whose
only food was from their goats and gifts
from visitors. On the last night of the project we went to the steam baths and had a
traditional Arabic party with a lot of
rhythm and drums which I loved.
A nine hour journey took us to a gite before our long trek in the Atlas mountains.
We walked and wild camped for four days
with great food and amazing views. For
our last two days we travelled five hours
to Essaouira where we swam in the sea,
rode camels and explored the souks. Then
it was back to Marrakesh and home.
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The Councils
Every member of the council has had
some input into the renovated Sports Pavilion but we have been led from the front
by Simon Crouch with huge support from
Gerry Bacon, chairman of the cricket club.
A huge thanks to all who have supported
the scheme. We would like to thank, most
sincerely, the Ministers, Kevin and Linsey
Potter, and members of Springwater
Church who allowed us to have a very
comfortable, temporary ‘council chamber’
within their church during the work.
David Nimmo-Smith, our former District
Councillor, liaised between RPPC and
SODC and was very helpful in assisting us
obtain grants for the refurbishment of the
Pavilion. Our thanks go to him.
David Batholomew, our Oxfordshire
County Councillor, has agreed that OCC
should fully fund cleaning all the road
signs throughout the village, for village
entrance gates and also for dragon’s teeth
on the B481 along the top common as a
traffic calming measure.
In the spring, we welcomed back a former
parish councillor, Viv Mitchell, who stood
down two years ago for family reasons but
has been persuaded back into the ranks;
thank goodness.
The council is in conflict with the developer of the houses on the corner of Stoke
Row Road and Peppard Road. He gained
planning permission after agreeing to install a post and rail fence fronted with
greenery on Stoke Row Road then defaulted on the original plan and installed a
close boarded fence. This badly affects the
visibility of drivers travelling south along
Stoke Row Road at that difficult junction.
Although the developer agreed to move
the fencing back from the junction, the
work has not commenced and it currently
rests with the Enforcement Officer at
SODC Planning Department.
Our new District Councillors are working
on our behalf: they have promised to make
the Enforcement Officer aware of our dissatisfaction with the lack of action.
There is a lot of concern about the amount
and speed of traffic travelling along Stoke
Row Road between end of the 30mph
limit and the parish boundary: RPPC are
looking at traffic calming measures.
With a large area to look after, we ask
every parishioner to help us keep the pathways clear and safe. Cllr Raymond Freeman and myself are going to become
‘Super Users’ and will report any faults in

Parish Council
Chairman: Jeni Wood
Tel: 01491 392059
e-mail: jeniwood@barjen.co.uk
Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane
Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE
Tel: 0118 940 6809
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillor: Jo Robb
01235 422520
Jo.Robb@southoxon.gov.uk
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19:30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary (Page 16) for dates and times.

the roads directly to the OCC Highways
Engineer. Where there are uneven roads
and potholes and untidy or dangerous
pathways, overgrown hedges, etc., that
are an impediment to pedestrians, we ask
you to contact Joanne Askin, our Clerk,
on clerk@rppc.org.uk. This has to be a
village initiative if it is to work well.

If you have an issue or concern relating
to Parliament which you would like to
discuss please email or phone my office.
Depending on the issue or concern
sometimes one of my team will be able
to assist more quickly than me, especially if you have a problem that needs our
help in contacting a government department to resolve the matter. You can
email me at howelljm@parliament.uk,
phone on 0207 219 6676 or 01491
613072 or write to me at the House of
Commons (House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my constituency
office (PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49
5XD).
The council and cricket club have been
finishing off and ‘snagging’ the Pavilion.
The car park surface and a disabled parking space are now complete. Several new
trees were planted around the periphery
– and nearly all survived the heatwave.
Bookings and hire of the Pavilion are
now managed by the cricket club; to

check its availability please check the Calendar on: www.peppardstokerow.playcricket.com and then e-mail gerry.bacon1@gmail.com to book.
For the re-opening event on Saturday 31st
August, we have organised a Family Fun
day - afternoon fête from 15:00-17:00 and
a marquee dinner dance in the evening
(19:00-22:00). The day’s theme is 1940s:
the Pavilion is a WW2 memorial and has
the names of 22 servicemen, who gave
their lives for our country, on the internal
plaque.
The entry for the afternoon is free – we
will have displays from that era and plenty
of activities for both young and old.
Mrs Mollie Walker, MBE, and SODC
Chairman, David Bretherton, will open the
event at 15:00. Mrs Walker was a parish
councillor during the 1940s, and was one
of those instrumental in organising the
Pavilion’s building just after the war: she
is 110 years old now!
The dinner dance will be just about soldout by the time you read this but there may
be some returns so it’s worth checking
www.peppardrevels.org.uk. The evening
will follow a 1940s theme with music and
food to suit.

After only three months since the last one,
in June there was yet another accident at
the Stoke Row/Gallowstree Road crossroads with both cars being badly damaged. Fortunately no one was killed but a
lady travelling towards the crossroads had
injuries serious enough to warrant an ambulance. The other driver was badly shaken but able to walk to the police car.
There is a Stop sign on the road from
Gallowstree Common: our Parish Council
has requested a Stop sign on the opposite
side (from the Henley direction).
The Chairman of our Parish Council, Jeni
Wood, was told that nothing could be
done to change road signs until a fatality
occurs but, nevertheless, referred it to
David Bartholomew, our Oxfordshire
County Councillor, with whom responsibility for highways rests. He took up the
issue and arranged for a site visit by OCC
Highways Department engineers who
analysed the injury collision history prior
to their visit. David 0118
is committed
to doing
334 7474
whatever he can to resolve the situation
and will let Jeni know the outcome.

Providing quality homecare since 1968

0118 334 7474
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Know Your Councillor
It seems to me that we are extremely lucky
to have Jo Robb as our South Oxfordshire
District Councillor for the Green party and
I am sure she will serve us well. She has
only been in post since May but already
she has undertaken training, attended
meetings and joined committees. Nevertheless, she is thoroughly enjoying it and
her enthusiasm is infectious.
She knows that she has a lot to learn – she
is on the Planning Committee and has to
learn planning policies; she’s on the
Licencing Committee and also the
Community Grants committee. The latter
is the most enjoyable – giving money
away ensures popularity!
Although she knew it was going to be hard
work, what she did not expect was that it
would be so much fun. Councillors from
all parties are very welcoming and supportive of each other. Jo was surprised
when she attended a heated debate and
once it was over and they left the chamber,
that signalled the time for all councillors
to ‘get on like a house on fire’ regardless
of party alignment.
It was seeing Greta Thunberg speak at The
World Economic Forum in Davos earlier
this year that first grabbed Jo’s attention.
She went on to read the IPPC
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change) report to the UN and was
shocked by what she read. As a result, she
joined the Green Party and also Henley in
Transition (Transition is a movement of
communities coming together to reimagine
and rebuild our world) as she felt that she
had to take a stand.
The Green policies that Jo wishes to pursue involve more tree planting, introducing greener forms of transport and green
requirements on new homes, implementing more facilities for cycling and she
wholeheartedly supports SODC’s
Establishment of a Climate Emergency
Advisory Committee.
Lorraine Hillier, a Tory, is her cocouncillor for our ward and has been enormously helpful to Jo. They visit parish

councils together; sometimes three or four
in one evening. Jo finds parish councils
inspiring – so much of the work is done
voluntarily by people who care about their
communities.
Born and brought up in Sydney, Jo has that
typically Australian openness and directness that can be so refreshing. Following
school, she studied Law and worked for a
large law firm in Sydney. She came to
London in 2001 working first as a Legal
journalist and then as a Financial journalist
covering emerging markets: this meant that
she travelled to places like Russia and
Kazakhstan. This lifestyle became too
much when she had two sons (now seven
and nine) so three years ago she and her
husband, Phil, a lawyer who works in the
City of London, moved to Shepherds
Green. Having enjoyed living in London
and all the benefits that it confers she prefers being in the countryside with the green
space and fresh air. She describes herself
as a country girl now: she keeps chickens,
has a dog, a tortoise, a guinea pig and has
surprised herself by becoming a keen gardener: she doesn’t miss work at all and
hopes to continue as a Councillor for years
to come.
Recently, Jo joined the Henley Open Water
Swimming Club and, indeed, knows our
own swimmer, Henry Bell, very well. She
finds it totally invigorating – somewhat
different from the Sydney waters she grew
up with! Such is her enthusiasm that she
actually got up at 04:00 to swim for the
summer solstice.
Back in Sydney, her mother is disabled and
her father is her main carer. Jo goes back
once a year both to help care for her mother and to give her father a break. Her family have joined her on the journey back to
her homeland but, at the moment, she prefers to go alone so that she can concentrate
on her mother. Her brother lives in the US
so she doesn’t see him very often either.
Of course, Jo recognises that flying around
the world is not green but she tries to restrict her flying so I think we can all forgive her this annual flight to Oz.

Kathryn Fell Photography
Weddings, Family Portraits, Events,
Headshots and Lifestyle Branding
07958 371770
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk

Snippets
Come and join us for lovely homemade
scones and cakes, strawberries and cream
on Saturday 24th August 15:00-17:00 at
Christ the King Church, Sedgewell Road,
Sonning Common, RG4 9TA.
There will be outdoor games for children
and stalls selling bric-a-brac, books, plants
and garden produce. Profits to the Parish
and the Vocational Training Centre, Home
of Hope, Malawi. More information from
Sue Nickson 0118 972 4520.
After 22 years at Sonning Common
Health Centre, where Dr Ronay contributed enormous amounts of time and energy
to help make the health centre what it is
today, she is retiring. She will be hugely
missed. We wish her a happy retirement.
Currently all those over 75 receive free
TV licences but as from June 2020 this
will change and only those in receipt of
Pension Credit will be eligible. Many people who qualify do not claim the benefit
so it is worth checking your eligibility.
Call the Pension Credit claim line on 0800
991 234 to find out about your entitlement
or visit www.gov.uk/pension-credit. Call
Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03 444 111
444 or visit your local Citizens Advice
office in person for further information.

The Forget-Me-Not Memory Walk will
take place on Sunday 8th September at
Temple Island Meadows, Henley-onThames, for anyone who has lost a loved
one and wants to walk in remembrance to
celebrate their life. The 5K walk is suitable for children and families and the 10K
route for more confident walkers. Both
routes take in the Thames Path and surrounding meadows. Not suitable for dogs,
pushchairs or wheelchairs. Refreshments
and family fun on return from the walk.
See www.sueryder.org/memorywalk or
call 01491 641384 ext 246 for more info.
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Our Village
Pubs have always played a central role in
village life and nowhere is this more so
than here in Peppard. Where the village
pub was once the place for a quiet chat and
a drink or meal – no longer: they are now
lively venues for all sorts of social events
offering something to suit everyone. Not
only that, but a lot of money is raised for
charity demonstrating a true community
spirit.
The Butcher’s Arms is an oddity in that,
although it is in the civil parish of Sonning
Common, it is in the ecclesiastic parish of
Rotherfield Peppard. On the afternoon that
I popped in to talk to Rob Blues, the landlord, the pub was full. It was the last day of
the school year for Sonning Common Primary school and many of the mums with
their children had had a walk in the woods
before reaching The Butcher’s Arms
where they had a picnic and played in the
garden. He repeated this for Bishopswood
Special School on their last day too.
Three years ago, Rob introduced the Big
Bash: this was in honour of his late wife
who died of bowel cancer. This is now an
annual event and, in June this year, he
raised approximately £6,000 for Rotherfield Peppard Football Club and the British
Heart Foundation. Over 1500 people came
along during the day to enjoy 12 live bands
perform on two stages, DJs, a steam engine, a BBQ, and a fish and chip van. To
cope with this, 80% of his staff on the day
were volunteers who also tidied up the
following day. Rob’s nieces and nephews
were also dragooned into helping out.
He listed the regular activities that take
place in the pub: there are weekly Crib and
Poker nights, monthly Open Mike nights
with a live band, regular Motown Soul
nights with live music, a regular Quiz
night once a fortnight: this is very popular
with around 30-40 people participating and
raising money for Bowel Cancer UK.
In October, Rob is organising a Horse Racing night whereby race films are shown
and people place bets on horses. Proceeds
will go to Reading Bladder Cancer.
At the Unicorn, they are equally active in
organising events. Back in March, landlord
Rachel Selman ran in the Reading Half
Marathon and in May they held a Summer
Fayre with live music, a BBQ, a tombola
and the sale of arts and crafts. Up to 500
people came along throughout the day.
Combined, both of these events raised
£400 which went to Mind, the Brakspear
nominated charity for this year.
They are holding another Race Night on
14th September. Theirs differs from The
Butcher’s Arms in that people can choose
to be an owner, a trainer or a jockey of a
horse as well as placing a bet on the night.
A similar evening in February raised £250
for Breast Cancer Care, this time the proceeds will go to Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Society.

On Friday 27th September they will hold
a Macmillan Coffee Morning whereby
people bring along and donate cakes for
sale: the Unicorn provides the teas and
coffees.
There is a monthly Quiz Night; this is
always popular and tables need to be
booked in advance. Charging only £1 per
person, the winning team receives 50%
of the takings, 25% goes to the second
team and the remaining 25% goes into
the Unicorn charity pot.
The Unicorn has always supported the
village cricket club. Team members invariably stroll along to the Unicorn after
a match but, with the refurbished Pavilion, there are now facilities for a full bar
when they have visiting teams and
Rachel goes along to run the bar for
them.
Meanwhile, Jason Lunnon at the Red
Lion is just getting into his stride. Having taken over in late May, he has concentrated on redecorating and establishing the pub as a popular meeting place
for locals serving good food. Making the
most of the large garden, he has rescue
chickens and pygmy goats that are firm
favourites with children.
There are two screens accessing both Sky
Sports and BT Sports. Sunday 14th July
was particularly lively with the pub full
of people watching either the Wimbledon
Men’s Final or the World Cup Cricket
Final. He will ensure that all the big
sporting events, be that football, golf, the
Six Nations Rugby World Cup or the
Ashes are screened.
There is a Quiz night on fortnightly
Thursday evenings; teams of four pay £5
and the proceeds go to the Brakspear
charity, Mind. The winning team receives a free meal. Jason has plans for
the winter; he wants to set up crib and
darts’ teams and he will continue the Red
Lion tradition of hosting the Flat Earth
Society every Friday evening.
We are very fortunate in having pubs that
not only serve the local community but
give so much to charity at the same time.

On 1st July, some members of the Green
Gym assembled at the Health Centre in
Wood Lane along with a few doctors and
staff and Dr William Bird.

They were there to celebrate the installation of a plaque to commemorate the
founding of the Gym in 1998 by William
Bird in association with the Conservation
Volunteers. Dr Bird described how he
had conceived the idea of getting patients
to take more exercise while doing something useful for the local countryside.
The plaque sits above another outside the
main entrance commemorating the setting
up of the Health Walks, another initiative
of William’s.
Twenty-one years later the Green Gym
continues to provide the same opportunities for an increasing number of individuals, providing them with exercise, new
skills and enjoyment in the wonderful
local countryside. If you are thinking of
joining, there’s no better time. Give us a
call on 0118 972 3528 or visit our website
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk

Again, we have enjoyed a record period
for bookings with a great mix of activities.
Our funds, together with some generous
donations, have allowed us to construct a
proper overflow carpark, so no more
MUD in the winter months and cars becoming marooned! Your village hall has
welcomed many new activities, catering
for all ages and the summer holidays are
full of events.
The trustees are beginning to think about
how to celebrate the War Memorial Hall
being 100 years old in 2021. If you have
any ideas we would be pleased to hear
from you. Over the years the hall has been
lovingly looked after by many people and
the trustees, with the help of volunteers,
continue to carry on this great work.

The current timetable runs until 29th September, and the new timetable will begin
on 30th September, with new meeting
points and routes. These are available as
usual from the library, the Health Centre
and the Herb Farm, or on the website at
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/
timetable.
To talk about any aspect of the Health
Walks phone Chris Brook on 0118 924
2515

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Junior

Peppard News

In July, Peppard School put on a great big summer
production. A musical play that we perform to our parents at
the Kenton Theatre. This year the play was Peter Pan!
Every child in the school is involved in this performance. The
Foundation children were Tiger Lily’s braves. The Years 1 and
2 children were lost boys in Neverland. Year 3 and 4 got to be
pirates following Captain Hook. While the Years 5 and 6 children had the main parts. Evelyn Young played Wendy,
Captain Hook was played by Leigh Taylor, Archie Upsher had
the role of Peter Pan while the whole play was narrated by
Jonty Hall.
Being on stage at the Kenton is such a fantastic experience.
Waiting in the wings and backstage made us nervous, with
butterflies fluttering in our stomachs. But once on stage, with
the music, lights and even a smoke machine, the butterflies
flew away in the excitement of acting, singing and dancing.
This year’s production was so amazing. I am really looking
forward to finding out what we’ll do next year. I’m sure it will
be brilliant!
Peppard School pupils with Archie Upsher as Peter Pan

Young cricketer—Jonty Hall

Jonty Hall is a young cricketer who has been playing with Peppard Stoke Row Cricket Club
since he was five years old. He said that while he really likes both batting and bowling, as he
gets better at leg spin, he’s enjoying bowling more and more.
When he first joined the club he said that he was excited about trying a sport that he had only
watched before. But that he was also bit nervous about the prospect of playing in matches.
However, with the support of his coaches he is now playing every week.
Jonty talked about the really good season that he’s had with his U11 team He said, ‘We’ve
gone the whole season and won every game. Even though we played against some really
tough sides, including Henley, Thame and Aston Rowant. We’re now undefeated champions of
the Oxfordshire U11 league!’ He said that his best game was this year when he was playing
against Thame and he took two wickets in two balls. He said, ‘I was really excited about the
possibility of getting a hat trick (three wickets in three balls) but I’m still waiting for that.’
It’s also been a good summer for watching cricket - Jonty told me that the best game he’s
ever watched was the 2019 World Cup final when England won on the final ball of a super
over; he said ‘It was the most tense game I’ve ever watched!’
Jonty is now looking forward to playing in the U13 leagues next year and is hoping that his
team can play just as well as they did this year. He said, ‘I’m looking forward to beating local
rivals Henley again.’ We wish him all the luck.

Congratulations to the two new Junior Peppard News editors; Max Claridge and Lola Wilde. We are sure they will have as much fun as
we have!

Junior Peppard News is published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Friends of Peppard School and Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard. It is also available by e-mail.
Editors: Freya Kriefman, Kieran Larking, Joe Prince and Evelyn Young, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
At the start of the summer some of the children from Peppard School went
on a nature walk around the top common. The walk was led by two men, a
conservator called Mr Rancombe and a conservation expert called Rod.
We learned that the common across the road from the school used to be all
trees, no grassland at all. We also saw lots of meadow brown butterflies
which would not have been seen in the 1900s.
On our walk we spotted a plant which some of us recognised. It is called
Ragwort. It turned out that it is poisonous to horses. Rod told us that lots of
people who keep horses pull up Ragwort if it is growing in their field to get
rid of it but if they do that it will just grow again and this time it will spread.
On the way back to school we spotted an orange and black caterpillar living
on the Ragwort. This was the caterpillar of the Cinnabar Moth.
All the children enjoyed our tour of the common and will definitely keep all
that knowledge inside our heads.

From left - Max Claridge, Lola Wilde, Heather Toward and Elodie Jones

Greys Class

On Monday 17th June Greys class made the long journey to Whipsnade
Zoo in Bedfordshire. We went to learn about African animals and
their habits.
Whipsnade is the biggest zoo in the UK. We walked over 5 miles
around the park and saw so many different animals including lions, elephants, meerkats, hippos and even an escaped wallaby! My
highlights were seeing baby animals for example zebras and giraffes. We were lucky to see 5 white rhinos as there are not many left
in the world.
In the morning we had a workshop with a lady called Danielle and played some fun games. After lunch we went
to Cheetah Rock. We also saw giraffes getting fed and discovered that
penguins live on beaches in South Africa.
We waved goodbye to the zoo and headed off home. We all want to go
back to Whipsnade with our families as it was so much fun.
Cartoon by Isobel Swanwick

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

• Implants
• Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
• Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
• Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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This time is a really big moment for us Year Six pupils. We
have waved goodbye to our primary school and are preparing to start our new schools.
There have been so many things that we have done in our
seven years at Peppard Primary School and so many experiences we have enjoyed. We have gone on trips to London,
Oxford, Reading as well as many more.
We have had visitors to the school to talk to us about the
Romans, an Animal Charity and Leigh’s grandparents came
in to tell us what life was like as a child in World War II. I
particularly enjoyed the time the wild bird people came in.
They had a massive Bald Eagle with them who was nearly
half the size of me. That’s a big bird!
Throughout our time at Peppard we have benefited from
having amazing teachers. In this final year we have been
guided through SATs and the school production by Mrs
Mudd and Mrs Elson. They have been patient and supportive. And they have even taken us to Red Kangaroo and the
cinema to watch The Lion King.
But now it is time to move on. We have had our end of term
trips, the leavers assembly where we got to revisit some of
our favourite school memories, and the traditional water fight
and picnic on the common. As Evelyn Young said, we have
definitely grown through our school years and this experience has made us better people ready to face new challenges as we start our next school year at Gillotts, Langtree, Chiltern Edge, St Josephs and Cranford House.

Some of the Year 6 children moving on. From left - Freya Wall, Jonty
Hall, Kieran Larking, Archie Upsher, Evie Paton, Leigh Taylor, Anna
Crayford and Sofia Hudson-Smith

It was Monday 3rd June, and Highmoor class went to
the Earth Trust centre at Wittenham-Clumps (Mrs
Claridge, Mrs Hall, Mrs Cleal, Mrs Waite, Mrs Toward
and Miss Hobbs went with us). We were gathered in a
small barn with benches and a large white board,
when a lady came to lead us whose name was Emma.
She explained what we would be doing during the day
and then we set off for our walk. This was my favourite
part of the day when we walked down to the river and
Emma told us facts all about how the romans used
boats to invade.
Then we walked up to a hill and raced all the way up
to the very top although all the adults walked, we
could see for miles around. Once we got to the top
Emma told us a story while we all got our breath back.
Then once we had all recovered, we ran down and up
another hill except this hill was different because it
was a Celtic hill-fort. We pretended that we were Romans attacking it! After that we walked round the hill
and back to Earth Trust to have lunch.
After lunch Highmoor class made some Roman bread
and we cooked it on the open fire although I didn’t
think it was very tasty even with honey. Next, we
moved on to saw a piece of wood and chose a roman
god symbol to paint onto it. We could pick out white or
black and made the paint using chalk or charcoal and
water (my symbol was a circle with a spot in the middle for Apollo the god of sun). Sadly, we all headed
back to school as it was the end of the day. It was a
fantastic trip and everyone really enjoyed it.

Highmoor Class

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
• Open Monday to Friday during term-time
• Full and part-time places
• Fully government funded sessions available
• Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.

Babes in the Woods
•
•
•
•

Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 9.30am-11.00am
Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162
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Our Village cont’d
Since the article in our last issue, Mike
Ward, the owner of the Little Blue Bus
company, has revisited the route and timetable of the new Goring to Henley bus that
operates every Thursday morning and
afternoon. The new route now includes
Sonning Common, Peppard Common and
Rotherfield Greys.
Mike had to apply to Oxford County
Council for permission to make the
changes to the routing of the H1/H2 bus
and, having gained approval, this new
route commenced on Thursday 18th July.
See www.peppardnews.co.uk for the full
timetable.

Wood Lane Dentistry first opened its
doors in September 1969: the same year
that Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
walked on the moon, the Woodstock music festival spread its message of love and
peace, and Monty Python’s Flying Circus
was first aired on TV. Since 1969, the
practice has transformed and grown from
Messrs Puller and Angel’s part-time satellite practice to a nationally renowned
multi-disciplinary specialist practice.
However, at its heart, it is still a community-based preventive practice serving the
local area. The practice’s success is very
much down to the fantastic loyal support
of the community, so to show our thanks
we are holding a celebratory BBQ at the
practice in Wood Lane and everyone is
invited (patient or not) to help us celebrate. The date is Saturday 14th September, 12:00-15:00. There will be entertainment for the children and a chance to meet
the team, enjoy something to eat and a
celebratory drink. Please RSVP to info@woodlanedentistry.co.uk (and let us
know of any dietary requirements).
If you are not already a patient, please
visit www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk to
find out more, or contact us for a free, no
obligation, tour of our facilities.

Clive and his family, through the Peppard News, wish to thank everyone for
their love and kind thoughts on the
peaceful passing away of Jane on the
16th June in the Royal Berkshire Hospital. Jane was a great and loving wife,
best friend, mum and granny. It is at
such times that you appreciate the wonderful community that we have the privilege to live within.
Jane, despite her health problems, was
involved in many local activities and
this was reflected in the number of people that wanted to say goodbye to her.
We enjoyed a wonderful afternoon tea
party in the Memorial Hall which Jane
would have been proud of. Thank you.

In July, NDCC (Nettlebed and District
Commons Conservators) took Peppard
School’s Year 4 pupils on a nature ramble under the expert guidance of Rod
d’Ayala, our Conservation Adviser
(see Astrid Waite’s article in Junior
Peppard News). One pupil mentioned that a dead adder had been
found on Church Lane. Rod thought
it unlikely, because adders are rare, if
not extinct, in Oxfordshire. It was, in
fact, a grass snake which are quite
common. However, a recent report in
the Henley Standard was of an adder
sighting on Kingwood Common.
There were also two independent
sightings around the same time. Rod,
a member of Oxon Reptile and Amphibian Group, is on the case.
The whacky pattern of grass-cutting on
Top Common continues, but bear with
us because NDCC’s grassland management is beginning to show benefits. Earlier in the year, the triangle at Gallowstree Crossroads had wild flowers including some Yellow Rattle at the edges
which was sown by NDCC to suppress
grass growth but was mostly eradicated
by persistent mowing by a well-

intentioned parishioner before it had a
chance to set seed. Whilst the Conservators love public spirited people who care
for the commons, sometimes their good
intentions work against us.

Tony Laithwaite, who founded the UK's
leading home-delivery wine merchants 50
years ago, has been made a CBE for services to the UK and the global wine industry in this year's Queen's Birthday Honours list.
Tony, who runs the company with his
wife, Barbara, started the company in
1969. Living in Bordeaux, he borrowed a
van and travelled between Bordeaux and
Windsor to share French wines with
friends and neighbours. Initially called
Bordeaux Direct, the company sells wines
from across the world. Laithwaites now
sells more than 1,500 wines from almost
every wine region in the world including
from Barbara's own vineyard in Wyfold.

Tony Laithwaite

He set up the business when people were
just starting to travel abroad for holidays
and experiencing wines they had never
tasted before and then, for the next 20 to
30 years, he travelled to every wine growing region of the world. Says Tony modestly 'I was in the right place at the right
time.' He never envisaged that the business would get so big.
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Our Favourite Walk
This walk starts near the kiln at
Nettlebed in the lane behind the bus
shelter which runs parallel with the main
Starting from Henley 16 teams of interroad. There is usually plenty of parking
national cyclists came through
available here (except when the Sue
Peppard on the B481 on the third stage
Ryder sale is on). It is approximately
of the Sixth Annual OVO Energy Womfive miles on lanes, footpaths, tracks and
en's Tour in June on their 91 mile route
through fields and woods. It’s a varied
finishing at Blenheim Palace. They were
walk including a nature reserve and
cheered on as they crossed Peppard
medieval church.
Common by children from Peppard PriStart by walking along the lane eastmary School. The overall winner was
wards, away from the village. Ignore
British cyclist Lizzie Deignan representturning on right and follow sign to
ing the American squad Team Segafredo.
Crocker End and Magpies. Immediately
after this, branch left to
Magpies. After a few
minutes, ignore left turn to
Magpies and continue on
lane to Soundess House (cul
de sac) ignoring any footpaths off the lane.
At the end of this lane turn
left on to the Chiltern Way
Extension signposted
Russells Water 1½ miles.
After a few minutes, the
track continues round a
sharp bend to right - leave
the track here and go
straight ahead. There is a
Sixth Annual Women’s Tour—photo by Angela Davidson
sign on the gatepost marked
SW27 and also a round Chiltern Way
disc. The path goes along the side of the
Our gadget sessions on Thursday mornfield to a gate. Continue down the hill,
ings from 10:00 (for those with queries/
through trees, to another gate. Continue
problems with lap-tops, Macs, androids
on path across fields down to a five way
and Smartphones) are proving increasingjunction: turn sharp right here, almost
ly popular. It’s a good idea to book a slot
doubling back on yourself, along level
in advance, to make sure there’s a volunpath signposted Restricted Byway.
teer on hand to help with your particular
After a few
query: phone 0118 972 2448. For youngminutes enter
er children (under 8s) we have Storytimes
Warburg
Saturday mornings at 10:00. Our next
Nature Reserve.
th
special Storytime will be on 26 October,
Ignore any paths
with a Hallowe’en/Bonfire Night theme.
left or right and
There will be a craft session after the
continue until
Storytime, aimed at 3-8 year olds, and
small car park on
home-made cakes will be on sale.
left hand side is
There is a Scrabble Club every Friday
reached: on the
morning from 10:00, and we have also
right there is a
started Craft Sessions for adults but only
Visitor Centre,
on the last Friday of the month; bring
usually open
your own project to work on.
every day, with
toilets, bird
The theme of the Summer Reading Chalhides, a few
lenge for children this year was ‘Space
seats and daily
Chase’, to celebrate the 50th anniversary
bulletin update
of the first moon landing, and there is
(2¼ miles from
still time to complete the challenge and
start). Join path
receive your medal and certificate.
again and

continue, ignoring Restricted Way on the
right shortly after leaving Visitor Centre.
After about ¾ mile, ignore Oxfordshire
Way Bridleway on the left, and continue
to an information board about the medieval church of St. James - it is worth taking
a few minutes to look at the church.
A few yards further on, take right turn
signposted Crocker End and The Chiltern
Way Extension. The path is fairly steep for
five or ten minutes then becomes easier
and levels off to a kissing gate (about 25
minutes from the bottom). Carry on
through a field to another kissing gate to
Crocker End passing a house, The Leaze,
on left.
A few yards along the driveway, branch
right on to a grass path signposted
Bridleway and Chiltern Way Extension. A
few yards further on a road is met, keep
straight on along the road in same direction ignoring a turning to the left.
Keep straight on along road passing houses on the right, a common/green on left
and a post box on right (ignore path on
right to Russells Water and Chiltern Way
Extension).
Carry on past the 30 mile limit sign, keeping on the road, ignoring turnings on both
right and left. Bear right, then keep
straight on ignoring road to left and retrace
steps to the start of the walk.
If time allows it is interesting to walk
down the main street in Nettlebed to visit
the church and to see the two colourful
windows by John Piper and Patrick
Reyntiens.
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Clubs and Societies
After the summer break, we’ll be back in
October screening Their Finest, with a cast
that includes Gemma Arterton and Bill
Nighy. Described as a witty and powerful
portrayal of a young woman finding her
voice amid the mayhem of war, the film
will make for an enjoyable evening out.
But then all our film evenings are an enjoyable night out! During this evening
we’ll also be voting for the films that
you’d like to see next year so make sure
you vote. The voting list will be circulated
in advance to everyone on our email list. If
you aren’t already on, send your details to
Geoff Pitcher - geoff_pitcher@mac.com.
Do come if you’ve not been before – all
the details are on the enclosed flyer. But
we do get booked up and there is a limit on
the numbers we can accommodate in the
Hall. So don’t miss out – it’s the best
value night out in the area!

After a re-brand, Club SC is now known
as Sonning Common Youth Club. The
older youth club group have been busy
cooking and tasting foods from around the
world. We have also been making slime
and tie-dying t-shirts and on the sporty
side, we enjoyed a mini-Olympic Games
where we held obstacle races and relays.
Alongside this, we have run body image
and social media workshops.
Since Maiden Erlegh Academy Trust took
over at Chiltern Edge, we have been
charged for the use of the youth club wing
at the school. A regular and much appreciated supporter of the youth club is Nottakwire who recently donated some funds
towards our summer trip. If any local
businesses or groups would like to sponsor or make a regular contribution to the
youth club, please contact Sunny: sunny.clubsc@gmail.com - we would love to
hear from you.

With the summer over and the nights
drawing in, there is still time for getting
outdoors; keeping fit and having fun and
playing tennis achieves all of these. For a
total of just £30 for a whole family you
can play tennis any time you like between now and the end of March next
year. Our club aims to provide affordable
tennis to the local community, we have
two excellent quality hard courts that can
be played on all year round located at the
entrance of the Bishopswood Sports
Ground between Gallowstree Common
village and Peppard crossroads.
Our club is ideal for all beginners and
young families, or anyone who wants to
simply play tennis with their friends, you
can just turn up and play in a casual and
informal environment. Interested? Want
to find out more about our club? Then
please visit our website:
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org

Two of our members entered the RDA Art
Competition and progressed to The National Show. We are pleased to announce
that Poppy won 1st Prize for her collage of
the Countryside Challenge Course and
Helen Towner was placed 4th with her
sculpture of Lulu, one of our horses.
In June, a team from Wyfold competed
again at Wellington and rose to the challenge of competing in two events, the dressage and handy pony. They all did very
well and came home with lovely golden
rosettes.

From left: Ela, Kole, Christopher, Etty & August

Wyfold RDA’s Summer Fun Day in
May was a glorious day and both the
barbecue and the ice creams did well as
lots of visitors joined us for lunch. The
most popular attraction on the day was,
of course, the Pony Rides and the event
raised £1,440 for our centre.
Our riders competed in The Countryside
Challenge Course at the RDA Regional
Show at Wellington Equestrian Centre,
also in May. One of our volunteers, Dennis Talbot, spent the last year building a
special course at Wyfold so that our riders could practise for this event. He dedicated it to the memory of his fellow volunteer, June Kendall, who sadly died
from cancer last year. Tom, Henry,
James and Tammy put on an excellent
show helped along by their ponies, Big
Bob and Lulu.

We will have a stall at the Binfield Heath
Flower Show on Saturday 24th August and
on Saturday 14th September we shall also
have a stall at The Henley Show. Then on
Sunday 6th October we shall be at The
Henley Ploughing Match at Ipsden.
Finally, special thanks must go to Ed
Agar, bandleader of the Roy Bailey Band
and Dan Redfern, landlord of The Cherry
Tree, for allowing us to collect at their
Charity Fun Day on 21st July. We raised
£333.
Many thanks also to Springwater Church
who invited us to have a stall at to their
Fun Day in July where we spent a lovely
afternoon and raised £159.
We do depend on local support like this to
keep us going and raise the £40,000 a year
which we need to continue with our wonderful charity.

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust
Fund for support of educational activities

The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twentyfives from Peppard. It can help with purchase of books, educational
visits, special projects, and the like. If you may be eligible, or know of
others who may wish to apply, please call:
Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245)
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I am writing this on the hottest day of the
year, so far, and wishing we had a little
more control over the weather.
Our Centenary Garden Party was planned
for June on the lawn outside the Club
Room. However, the day arrived dull and
cold so we moved into the hall where we
had the heating on for a while! Members
were encouraged to dress in the fashions
of 1919 or thereabouts. We had invited
guests from local WIs and past members
who we could not accommodate at our
Centenary Lunch. The main event of the
afternoon was a fashion parade of the
brave members who had made an effort
and risen to the challenge of dressing for
the occasion. This was followed by afternoon tea provided by all the members.
Each buddy group had provided an attractive box or basket of goodies for the raffle. The President’s prize awarded to the
person who had sold the most tickets for
our grand raffle, this month, went to Hilary Roberts. The grand raffle will be drawn
at our exhibition on Wednesday 11th September. Do pop in between 14:00-18:00 to
see something that the ladies of Peppard
have been doing in the last 100 years.
There will be displays of our archives and
members’ own art and crafts, demonstrations, a produce stall and of course, tea
and cake. Entrance is free. Hopefully
there will be a few raffle tickets left for
the grand raffle. Generous local businesses have supplied a wonderful selection of
prizes.
A very warm welcome will await you and
you can decide for yourself how long you
wish to stay. Peppard WI may not provide
you with an opportunity to celebrate the
long life of one of Peppard’s organisations
again for another 100 years.

Wimbledon has come and gone with some
great matches this year but there is still a
chance for anyone to get out and play tennis with plenty of summer days to come.

At Peppard Tennis Club, we have been
busy with club sessions on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings from 19:00, and a
fun Wimbledon themed American Tournament with strawberries and cream and
a BBQ. Recently, we have had all six of
our courts repainted and the club now
looks even better. We are in the midst
of the annual singles and doubles tournament with finals day taking place on
Sunday 29th September. You are welcome to pop in to see the best of the
clubs players competing for the silverware. Again there will be a BBQ and
drinks provided for all players and supporters.
Our league teams have been active
throughout the summer and matches
continue most Saturdays until mid September. Peppard Tennis Club is open to
new members and we are pleased to
offer group and individual coaching
through our dedicated LTA qualified
coaching team at Teach Me Tennis for
anyone looking to improve their game,
resurrect their skills, or take up tennis
for the first time. We look forward to
seeing you at the courts, which are located immediately to the rear of the Red
Lion. For further details please visit our
website www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk.
Or email us at
peppardltc@hotmail.co.uk.

Following the success of their Zimbe
concert in July, the SCCS’s next concert is on Saturday 30th November when
they will perform Handel’s Messiah
with orchestral accompaniment at The
Great Hall, University of Reading RG1
5AQ. More details and tickets will be
available from the choir’s website
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk/
closer to the date.

Our 1st XI have enjoyed a little resurgence
in the past month which may yet allow
them to avoid relegation from the Berkshire, Mid Bucks & Chilterns League
Championship Division.
Dazzling hundreds from Andy Watts
(125no v Penn & Tylers Green) and Peter
Lamsdale (112 v Checkendon) have seen
a run of three straight wins and a winning
draw leading the side up to sixth in the
table with five games remaining.
The 2nd XI currently sit second in Division
One of the BCL as they bid for promotion,
while the 3rd XI are embroiled in a relegation battle in Division Two.
The Sunday Unicorns are enjoying a fine
season having lost just a couple of games
under the new captaincy of Fergus Nutt –
averaging a remarkable 101 for the club
this season – while all the junior teams
have done well with the Under 11s securing Oxfordshire League silverware under
the guidance of Brett Everett and his talented team.
For more information about PSRCC,
please contact chairman Gerry Bacon
(07785 771847) or as a junior, Andy
Watts (07884 931906). If you are keen to
join our growing ladies and girls group,
please email Celia Hall on
cemhall@googlemail.com

The classes are designed for women of all
abilities to have fun whilst getting fit,
with several styles of dance including
modern and ballet. Classes will be held in
Christ the King Church Hall or Peppard
Sports Pavilion Friday evenings starting
in September 18:30-19:30 (provisionally).
Pay as you go: £7 per hour, first class
free.
Please email me in advance at toria-5-6-78-nicol@outlook.com

ALL THE JOBS

AROUND YOUR HOME
MR F1X-IT - Handyman / Property Services
Call or text Tony Goodchild 07794 464273,
or call evenings 0118 972 3004
or e-mail argoodc@gmail.com
for a free quote and call out
www.mrf1xit.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)
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Our Churches
All Saints’

Church of England

Rector:
Associate Priest:
Associate Priest:
Churchwardens:

www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk

You can’t help but feel for the man (or
was it a woman?) who, after a gruelling
time at work, said ‘After this week I really
need to be taken out on either a date or by
a sniper: either would be fine with me at
the moment’. For many of us, autumn
brings a farewell to holidays and a return
to work, school, commuting and just too
many demands on that work/life balance.
It’s so easy to spend too much time on the
urgent at the expense of the important and
to feel guilty when we dare to put our own
wellbeing at the top of our to-do list.
A friend of mine is fond of quoting that
‘any action not born of silence is mere
technique and diminishes those involved’.
And it’s true that we often need to take a
step back, draw breath and recover our
perspective - just who am I? who do I
want to be? what might I need to change
in order to get there?
It’s not always easy to find the time or the
place for such quiet reflection but there is
one place that is always available during
the day: All Saints’ church is in a beautiful, peaceful setting, where everyone is
always welcome to come, sit, pray, be
still... and draw inspiration from a place
where, as T S Eliot said, ‘prayer has been
valid’.
If you haven’t already visited, please do...
Every blessing,

In July there was an enjoyable concert ‘A
summer serenade of English music’ which
was well supported and raised funds for
the Alzheimer’s Society.
Looking ahead, during September, we will
be supporting the Oxfordshire Historic
Churches Trust when, on Saturday 14th,

Rev’d James Stickings
Rev’d Sheila Walker
Rev’d Stewart Morgan
Valentine de Haan
Kathie Anderson

0118 972 1459
0118 972 4861
0118 972 3263
0118 972 3806
0118 972 2694

those feeling fit can join in the Ride ‘n’
Stride event visiting as many churches
as possible. Those taking part will be
looking for sponsors and contributions
will be gratefully received. Further details from Ian and Pat Fraser on 01491
629631. Our Harvest Thanksgiving Services will be celebrated across the Benefice on 22nd September, with Harvest
Lunch to follow.
October brings us to the RSCM Oxfordshire Festival Service to be held at St.
Mary’s Church, Henley-on-Thames on
Saturday 12th. Massed church choirs will
be singing the much-loved Evening Service in C by Charles Villiers Stanford
and the anthem will be Brahms’ How
lovely are thy dwellings. The venue is
very close to home for those wishing to
attend the service of Choral Evensong at
17:00.
All Saints’ Patronal Festival will be celebrated on Sunday 3rd November with a
Benefice Service at 10:30 and Festal
Evensong at 18:30. The following Sunday 10th, there will be the usual Service
of Remembrance at 10:50. We are always pleased to welcome all and extend
an invitation to join us for refreshments
in the Parish Room after the service.
Full details of our services can be found
on the Peppard Diary, Page 16, and on
our website at
www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk. All Saints’
Church has a proud tradition of choral
singing maintaining both a junior, and
adult choirs affiliated to the Royal
School of Church Music. We are currently seeking new singers for both
choirs and to this end, if you or your
children would like to consider joining
us you would be very welcome to drop
in on one of our rehearsals which are
held on Thursday evenings, adults at the
church at 19:30, juniors at the home of

the Choirmistress again on Thursdays at
19:15. As there are no rehearsals during
August, the first such evening will be 5th
September. For more information please
call David Butler on 0118 972 4065 or
Rebecca Bell on 0118 972 2967.
Blessings

As 2019 is the bi-centenary of the birth of
Queen Victoria it seemed appropriate to
theme our fund- raising day in June for
Friends of All Saints’ on Victorian flower
displays and all things connected with the
Victorian era. All Saints’ Flower Guild
decorated the church with all manner of
garden flowers together with a selection of
Victorian items to create different themes.
It was amazing what people found in the
backs of their cupboards – old family china, lace cloths, lanterns, glass medicine
jars, books and pictures of life in Victoria’s long reign. A collection of photographs was displayed showing Peppard in
past years and outside the porch visitors
were greeted with flower filled barrows
and a water bowser. Even a model of a
penny farthing bicycle was parked by the
door, its ‘spokes’ represented with daisies.
The Friends are raising funds for new pew
runners with more comfortable cushioned
seating, so a display of possible fabrics
and paddings were on display for people
to test and suggest their preference.
Vital to any such occasion is the lure of
homemade cakes and teas – once again
Barbara Langdale came up trumps with a
wonderful array of cakes, scones and clotted cream and tea served in delicate cups
and saucers. The Parish room was decked
in bunting with embroidered tablecloths
and teapots full of flowers on each table.
To continue the Victorian theme the ladies
of the Flower Guild dressed accordingly
in long skirts and tea was served by
‘Victorian Maids’.
It was a great day and much enjoyed by
both the organisers and the visitors.
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The Open the Book team have just completed two years of presenting well known
Bible stories to the children of Peppard
School and Stoke Row School.
For each session we ‘Open the Book’, a
specially written version of Bible stories
and tell a story backed by simple costumes, props and acting. Often the children are encouraged to join in. The story
is brought to life helping the children to
remember it.
We know that the children really enjoy
these sessions. We see it on their faces
and hear them talk about it and we enjoy
it too when we see 100 children thoroughly enjoying seeing Jonah through a
‘porthole’ in the side of a large fish, holding his nose because of the awful smell in
the fish’s tummy.

St Michael’s

Catholic Church

Father Michael Sharkey
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
Parish Office: 0118 972 3418
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk

e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com

This summer has been a busy time for the
church community. We have been able to
raise significant funding from our bread
pop up sales plus the Ark Family Fun
Day, where we partnered with several
local charities and provided free activities
for the families of our local villages. Both
of these events were very well attended

If you are interested in coming to join us
please contact me on 0788 770 4332

At a service of Evensong on the 21st
July, a Memorial Plaque was dedicated
to the Reverend Bob Butler-Smith, the
Rector of All Saints’ Church from 19762002.
Bob was a well-known figure in the
parish and also in the early years at Peppard Hospital where he spent many
hours visiting patients.
A well-liked character, renowned for his
love of donkeys, parishioners would
occasionally witness him escorting his
two donkeys back to the Rectory after
they had escaped and ventured down
Church Lane! He will also be rememDuring June, ten children from our
school made their first Holy Communion
at St Michael's. Fortunately the weather
was very kind to them. Five others celebrated their special day at other churches
in Reading or abroad.
We had a parish outing to St Michael's
Abbey, Farnborough. We were surprised
to find ourselves in a little bit of France.
The Abbey was built in the flamboyant
French style by the Empress Eugenie in
1881 as a mausoleum for her husband

Napoleon III and her son the Prince Imperial. The Abbey is home to a community of Benedictine monks. We were present as the monks sang the Divine Office.
The Abbey is open to the public Saturday
afternoons and is certainly worth a visit.
We are looking forward to celebrate St
Michael's Feast Day at the end of September with a weekend of special activities. As always check our website for
Mass times and other activities.

and great successes, the monies raised
were donated to local and national charities.
In the autumn Springwater will be running an Alpha course that is open to all
who wish to know more about Jesus. We
also have a team of people that will be
travelling to India to run artisan bread
baking workshops for women who are
survivors of human trafficking.
Throughout the week the church community is involved in various practical and
creative activities that express the love of
Jesus, and if you would like to know
more, please contact the church office,

visit our website or sign up to our weekly
newsletter. The church body meets at various places during the week. However, we
hold a community family service at 10:30
on a Sunday that is open to all. Our service has a Sunday school and is a place
where we explore one of the many messages in the Bible.
Springwater is an old building, and many
people have said that as they sit in the
garden or enter the building, there is a
deep sense of God’s presence. We give an
open invitation for people to come and
experience this peace.

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE
(previously Pembroke Glass)

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?

Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy.
Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items.

Henley Antiques

House calls by appointment

0118 924 2582

bered for the annual Greek Evenings held
on the lawns of the Rectory where many
parishioners enjoyed an evening of Greek
food, music and dancing.
He gave himself selflessly to the people of
the parish and this is a fitting tribute to a
much loved Rector.

07768 918501

frednickson@henleyantiques.com
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Peppard Diary
SEPTEMBER
Wed 9
WI/The Sixties – Tony King/PWMH/14:00
Sun 1
Greys Court Fête/12:00-16:00
Fri
11 FoSCL Quiz/SC Village Hall
Nuffield Place/Morris Motors Centenary visit
Sat
12 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Mon 2
SC Library Photographic Comp closes
National Libraries week ends
Wed 4
Peppard School Term starts
Mon 14 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30
Greenshoots stall/WI/SC Vill Hall/10:00-12:00
Wed 16 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780
Sat
7
CE Hort Soc/Autumn Fare/SC Vill Hall/14:00-16:00
Fri
18 Film Cl/Their Finest/PWMH/19:00/07747762871
Sun 8
Sue Ryder Mem Wlks/10:00-16:00/01491 641384
Sat
19 Greenshoots/Sale/SC Vill Hall
Mon 9
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30
Mon 21 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30
Wed 11 WI Centenary Exhibition/PWMH/14:00-18:00
Fri
25 Peppard School Half Term begins
Sat
14 WRDA stall/Henley Show
Sat
26 SC Lib/Special Hallowe’en Storytime/10:00
Wood Lane Dentistry/BBQ/12:00-15:00
NOVEMBER
SC Library/end of Summer Reading Challenge
Sat
2
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Mon 16 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30
Tue 5
Peppard School starts
Sat
21 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Wed 6
Greenshoots stall/WI/SC Vill Hall/10:00-12:00
CE Hort Soc/Hilliers Gdns, Romsey/0118 9722167
Sun 10 All Saints’ Remembrance Service/10:50
Fri
27 Nuffield Place/Chichester MG Owners visit
Mon 11 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30
Sun 29 Peppard Tennis Club/Tournament finals
Wed 13 WI/Jeni Wood/My Year as Henley’s Mayor/PWMH
OCTOBER
Mon 18 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30
Wed 2
Greenshoots stall/WI/SC Vill Hall/10:00-12:00
Wed 20 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780
Sun 6
WRDA stall/Henley Ploughing Match/Ipsden
Fri
22 Film Cl/84 Charing X Rd/PWMH/19:00/07747762871
Mon 7
Start of National Libraries week
Sat
23 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Tue 8
CE Hort Soc/Gdns in S Africa/KE Mem Hall/19:30
Sat
30 SC Choral Soc/Handel’s Messiah/University of Reading
FISH Office: 0118 9723986 (Mon-Fri, 09:30-11:30 office@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk
Peppard Common work parties meet 4th Saturday of the month and Kingwood work parties on 1st Monday and 3rd Saturday of the month
Contacts: clerk@nettlebed-commons.org, matthewdavis550@outlook.com or tonyrancombe@yahoo.co.uk

Full details of all these events and more can be found on our website:
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events

Sunday Services
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)
10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

1

SEPTEMBER
8
15 22 29

6

OCTOBER
13 20 27

3

NOVEMBER
NOTES
10 17 24 22nd September – Harvest Thanksgiving

✓✓ ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
 ✓  ✓ A  ✓  ✓ ✓ 
✓     ✓     R
  ✓     ✓   
 ✓     ✓   ✓ 
✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

✓ X 3rd November – All Saints’ Sunday
th
 A10 November – Remembrance Sunday
 
X No Service
✓  A Eucharist at Christ the King,
 
Sonning Common
✓ ✓ R 10:50 Remembrance Service

Editors’ Note: Several short items have been omitted from this issue due to space constraints. These can all be read on Page 17 of
the Peppard News website version in a section entitled Omitted articles (www.peppardnews.co.uk/current-past-issues/)

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫
Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30
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Omitted Articles
What’s been going on at Highmoor Nursery School and what do we have planned
from September?
The end of another academic year and a
much smaller group of children spread
their wings and moved onto ‘big school’
from Highmoor Nursery than last year.
The children have all had visits from their
new teachers to make the transition to
school easier for them and they have all
loved showing them round and talking
about what they like doing at nursery.
Undoubtedly, all the children love the
huge outdoor space we have, where they
can play on ride on toys, use hoops and
balls, build sandcastles, play on the slide
and paddle in pools. The children are also
very fortunate to have their own growing
garden and each year they are able to
plant, nurture and harvest, lots of different
fruit and vegetables. This year we have
again grown raspberries, strawberries,
beetroot, lettuce, cherries, blackberries,
garlic, mint and onions, to name but a
few. The children prepare the soil, sow
the seeds and nurture the plants. When
they are harvested, we have used them in
our weekly cooking sessions with Mrs.
Bun, or we have used them to create
something yummy over our fire pit, like
making our very own jam or mixed fruit
crumble!
Sports’ Day as always was a huge success
and all the children enjoyed showing the
skills they had learnt, many of them in
their sessions with Sam from Mini Trailblazers. The final race involved the staff
dressing up as Superheroes, aided by the
children, which was great fun for everyone!
In September we will be looking at the
topic ‘All about me’, followed by the stories of Jack and the Beanstalk, Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs and Cinderella. In the run up to Christmas we will find
out how people celebrate Christmas
around the world, as well as performing
our own version of The Nativity.
We are full for the new academic year, but
do come along and see what we offer, if
you would like to secure a place from
September 2020. You can also catch up
with what we have been doing on Facebook. Please give us a call on 01491
642162 or email me on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk.

The Bereavement Group sessions at the
FISH office on Kennylands Road will no
longer take place. Jill Poll and her husband are moving out of the area so Jill
will unfortunately not be able to hold
these sessions. She will be greatly missed
after providing a very valuable service.

Cyclists are being asked to complete an
Oxfordshire County Council survey to
help shape Local Cycling and Walking
Plans (LCWIPS). To have your say go
to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cyclesurvey
and click on 'other ways to complete
your survey'.
Universal Credit has well and truly arrived - but now scammers are using the
benefit as a pivotal part of a new sting to
target vulnerable people.
Citizens Advice says scammers are offering loans to their victims and then use
their personal banking details to apply
for Universal Credit in their names.
The scam is usually carried out by telephone, so do not accept a loan if you
have been contacted by cold calling. If
you are contacted in this way, just hang
up. In general, personal details should
not be divulged on the telephone or in an
email.
The Universal Credit scam is also being
carried out in public places. As victims
leave Job Centres and pubs, they are
approached by smartly dressed people
claiming to be from the Department of
Work and Pensions, who then offer
‘government loans’. Instead, the victim
is signed up for Universal Credit. The
scammers then apply for an advance
payment of the benefit. This payment
goes to the victim's bank account but the
scammers then charge a huge fee,
around 50 per cent, for this unnecessary
‘service’.
Citizens Advice has its own free service
to help those applying for Universal
Credit for the first time. ‘Help to Claim’
is available over the telephone, face to
face, and online through ‘webchat’ and
Internet content.
The national Freephone number for
Help to Claim is 0800 144
8444. Telephone and webchat services
are available from 08.00-18.00 (Monday
-Friday)
For any other issues you might need
help with, telephone Citizens Advice
Adviceline on 03 444 111 444 or come
and see us in person. For locations of
offices and opening hours
see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/
oxfordshire-south-vale

In June, Louise Carter, DHP MAPHP
(Association of professional hypnosis and
psychotherapy), ran a successful twohouse workshop on Overcoming Stress
and Anxiety at Sonning Common Health
Centre. The group learnt about the body’s
reaction to stress and learnt some techniques and exercises to aid combatting
future symptoms - the session received
good feedback. It was, however, oversubscribed and consequently there is likely to
be further sessions. If you are interested
in coming to a future workshop, contact
Louise. To make an appointment she can
be contacted at
louise@positivethinkinghypnotherapy.co
m or 0118 947 1749 or see
www.positivethinkinghypnotherapy.com.

