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Junior Peppard News 
 

Congratulations to the two new Junior Peppard News editors; Max Claridge and Lola Wilde. We are sure they will have as much fun as 
we have! 

In July, Peppard School put on a great big summer  
production. A musical play that we perform to our parents at 
the Kenton Theatre. This year the play was Peter Pan! 

Every child in the school is involved in this performance. The 
Foundation children were Tiger Lily’s braves. The Years 1 and 
2 children were lost boys in Neverland. Year 3 and 4 got to be 
pirates following Captain Hook. While the Years 5 and 6 chil-
dren had the main parts. Evelyn Young played Wendy,  
Captain Hook was played by Leigh Taylor, Archie Upsher had 
the role of Peter Pan while the whole play was narrated by 
Jonty Hall. 

Being on stage at the Kenton is such a fantastic experience. 
Waiting in the wings and backstage made us nervous, with 
butterflies fluttering in our stomachs. But once on stage, with 
the music, lights and even a smoke machine, the butterflies 
flew away in the excitement of acting, singing and dancing. 

This year’s production was so amazing. I am really looking 
forward to finding out what we’ll do next year. I’m sure it will 
be brilliant! 

Jonty Hall is a young cricketer who has been playing with Peppard Stoke Row Cricket Club 
since he was five years old. He said that while he really likes both batting and bowling, as he 
gets better at leg spin, he’s enjoying bowling more and more. 

When he first joined the club he said that he was excited about trying a sport that he had only 
watched before. But that he was also bit nervous about the prospect of playing in matches. 
However, with the support of his coaches he is now playing every week. 

Jonty talked about the really good season that he’s had with his U11 team He said, ‘We’ve 
gone the whole season and won every game. Even though we played against some really 
tough sides, including Henley, Thame and Aston Rowant. We’re now undefeated champions of 
the Oxfordshire U11 league!’ He said that his best game was this year when he was playing 
against Thame and he took two wickets in two balls. He said, ‘I was really excited about the 
possibility of getting a hat trick (three wickets in three balls) but I’m still waiting for that.’ 

It’s also been a good summer for watching cricket - Jonty told me that the best game he’s  
ever watched was the 2019 World Cup final when England won on the final ball of a super 
over; he said ‘It was the most tense game I’ve ever watched!’ 

Jonty is now looking forward to playing in the U13 leagues next year and is hoping that his 
team can play just as well as they did this year. He said, ‘I’m looking forward to beating local 
rivals Henley again.’ We wish him all the luck.  

Young cricketer—Jonty Hall 

Peppard School pupils with Archie Upsher as Peter Pan 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

At the start of the summer some of the children from Peppard School went 
on a nature walk around the top common. The walk was led by two men, a 
conservator called Mr Rancombe and a conservation expert called Rod. 

We learned that the common across the road from the school used to be all 
trees, no grassland at all. We also saw lots of meadow brown butterflies 
which would not have been seen in the 1900s. 

On our walk we spotted a plant which some of us recognised. It is called 
Ragwort. It turned out that it is poisonous to horses. Rod told us that lots of 
people who keep horses pull up Ragwort if it is growing in their field to get 
rid of it but if they do that it will just grow again and this time it will spread. 
On the way back to school we spotted an orange and black caterpillar living 
on the Ragwort. This was the caterpillar of the Cinnabar Moth. 

All the children enjoyed our tour of the common and will definitely keep all 
that knowledge inside our heads. 

On Monday 17th June Greys class made the long journey to Whipsnade 
Zoo in Bedfordshire. We went to learn about African animals and 
their habits. 

Whipsnade is the biggest zoo in the UK. We walked over 5 miles 
around the park and saw so many different animals including li-
ons, elephants, meerkats, hippos and even an escaped wallaby! My 
highlights were seeing baby animals for example zebras and gi-
raffes. We were lucky to see 5 white rhinos as there are not many left 
in the world. 

In the morning we had a workshop with a lady called Dan-
ielle and played some fun games. After lunch we went 
to Cheetah Rock. We also saw giraffes getting fed and discovered that 
penguins live on beaches in South Africa.  

We waved goodbye to the zoo and headed off home. We all want to go 
back to Whipsnade with our families as it was so much fun. 

Cartoon by Isobel Swanwick 

From left - Max Claridge, Lola Wilde, Heather To-
ward and Elodie Jones 

Greys Class 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Woods 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings  9.30am-11.00am 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 642162 
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It was Monday 3rd June, and Highmoor class went to 
the Earth Trust centre at Wittenham-Clumps (Mrs 
Claridge, Mrs Hall, Mrs Cleal, Mrs Waite, Mrs Toward 
and Miss Hobbs went with us). We were gathered in a 
small barn with benches and a large white board, 
when a lady came to lead us whose name was Emma. 
She explained what we would be doing during the day 
and then we set off for our walk. This was my favourite 
part of the day when we walked down to the river and 
Emma told us facts all about how the romans used 
boats to invade. 

Then we walked up to a hill and raced all the way up 
to the very top although all the adults walked, we 
could see for miles around. Once we got to the top 
Emma told us a story while we all got our breath back. 
Then once we had all recovered, we ran down and up 
another hill except this hill was different because it 
was a Celtic hill-fort. We pretended that we were Ro-
mans attacking it! After that we walked round the hill 
and back to Earth Trust to have lunch. 

After lunch Highmoor class made some Roman bread 
and we cooked it on the open fire although I didn’t 
think it was very tasty even with honey. Next, we 
moved on to saw a piece of wood and chose a roman 
god symbol to paint onto it. We could pick out white or 
black and made the paint using chalk or charcoal and 
water (my symbol was a circle with a spot in the mid-
dle for Apollo the god of sun). Sadly, we all headed 
back to school as it was the end of the day. It was a 
fantastic trip and everyone really enjoyed it. 

This time is a really big moment for us Year Six pupils. We 
have waved goodbye to our primary school and are prepar-
ing to start our new schools. 
There have been so many things that we have done in our 
seven years at Peppard Primary School and so many experi-
ences we have enjoyed. We have gone on trips to London, 
Oxford, Reading as well as many more.  

We have had visitors to the school to talk to us about the 
Romans, an Animal Charity and Leigh’s grandparents came 
in to tell us what life was like as a child in World War II. I 
particularly enjoyed the time the wild bird people came in. 
They had a massive Bald Eagle with them who was nearly 
half the size of me. That’s a big bird! 

Throughout our time at Peppard we have benefited from 
having amazing teachers. In this final year we have been 
guided through SATs and the school production by Mrs 
Mudd and Mrs Elson. They have been patient and support-
ive. And they have even taken us to Red Kangaroo and the 
cinema to watch The Lion King.  

But now it is time to move on. We have had our end of term 
trips, the leavers assembly where we got to revisit some of 
our favourite school memories, and the traditional water fight 
and picnic on the common. As Evelyn Young said, we have 
definitely grown through our school years and this experi-
ence has made us better people ready to face new challeng-
es as we start our next school year at Gillotts, Langtree, Chil-
tern Edge, St Josephs and Cranford House. 

Some of the Year 6 children moving on.  From left  -  Freya Wall, Jonty 
Hall, Kieran Larking, Archie Upsher, Evie Paton, Leigh Taylor, Anna 

Crayford and Sofia Hudson-Smith 

Highmoor Class 
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