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Spring 2019 Remember—we’re on-line too! 

Do you want details of all the events that 
are occurring locally? Do you want to 
know what time the next bus is?  Do you 
want to know the latest local weather 
forecast? Do you want to know which 
waste collection we have this week?  Do 
you want the phone number or address of 
any of our local medical services?  

Then have you had a look at 
www.peppardnews.co.uk recently? You 
name it – all the answers are there! And 
much, much more. Or if it isn’t, let us 
know via the ‘Contact Us’ facility and it 
can be added. 

If you feel strongly about some of the 
local issues that affect us all, you can 
share your views with the rest of us on 
‘Village Voice’.  

This is just a taster of what you’ll find. 
Our website is full of useful information 
about our village, including details of the 
local traders who advertise in Peppard 
News, and if you mislay your copy of our 
community newspaper, you’ll find the 
current and all past issues on-line. 

Take a look – you’ll be surprised! 

Our Mother was born in Cadoxton, 
near Cardiff, in February 1909, five 
months before the pioneering French 
aviator, Louis Blériot, flew across 
the English Channel; later she flew 
on Concorde, such is the span of her 
extraordinary life. 

She recalls a party for army officers 
at the declaration of war in 1914. 
Her father, an engineering Colonel, 
took the family to France immedi-
ately after the war. His job was to 
clear equipment from the battle-
fields, which she saw at first hand as 
she went to school in France. 

At 17, Mother was given her first 
car, a brand new Austin 7, and col-
lected her driving licence from the 
Post Office. (No driving test then). 
She was to drive every kind of  

vehicle from a Rolls Royce to a Three-
Ton tanker in a driving career that lasted 
until she was 103.  She still misses driv-
ing! 

During that time, she taught dozens of 
people to drive and became a member of 
the Institute of Advanced Motorists, 
taking her test in an aged Bentley. 
Mother was much in demand teaching 
the art of double-de-clutching! 

Married to our father, John, in 1931, 
they had two children, Sheila and  
Graham. 

Mother was in the WVS (Women’s Vol-
untary Service) in the Second World 
War and helped out at Kingwood Camp, 
a hospital for German troops, guarded 
and run by the Americans. The WVS 
became the WRVS and soon Mother 
was involved with the Food Flying 

Squad whose convoys of trucks took 
food and water to disaster areas. 

From 1954 to 1979 she serviced on  
Peppard Parish Council. She was also 
Secretary of the local Conservative  
Association and a founder member of the 
Friends of Kingwood which fought  
successfully to save the Common from 
housing development after the war. 

Awarded the MBE for her work in the 
Civil Defence, Mother has lived in the 
area since 1923 when her father rented 
The Chalet in Peppard. She now lives in 
the house she and our father built in the 
late 1930s and, happily, enjoys good 
health. 

Little Mollie—in 1912 

Mrs Walker—photographed in November 2018 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 

Our Young Achievers 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 147 years. 
01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

It was a first for me to interview a Young 
Achiever while she pushed her doll's 
pram round the room wearing a pair of 
high heels from her dressing-up box. To 
be more accurate, I talked to Tracey and 
Ian Thrustle, the parents of three year old 
Georgina and her five year old brother, 
Austin, about agreeing to give donations 
to charity instead of receiving birthday 
presents from friends. Last March, Austin 
shared his birthday party with two friends 
who also agreed to forgo presents in  
favour of donations to Helen and Douglas 
House, which provides respite care for 
disabled children, and between them, they 
raised over £1,000. 

Georgina and Austin Thrustle 

We have been very busy already this 
year and after half term, the children will 
look at all the different types of transport 
by road, rail air and water. 

We are full until September 2019 and 
have limited availability for the follow-
ing year but give us a call on 01491 
642162 to get your name down to avoid 
disappointment.  Let me know if you 
would like to have a look around. 

Our value for the term is ‘Thankfulness 
and was celebrated at Church a couple of 
weeks ago. The children have been think-
ing about the people around them who 
they often take for granted: the people 
who make our packed lunches, polish our 
shoes and travel back home to pick up 
our forgotten PE kit. The ‘Open the 
Book’ team have again been supporting 
us with some fantastic retelling of bible 
stories. 

Peppard Class has been to Oxford, hunt-
ing for dinosaurs and Greys Class trav-
elled to Windsor Castle to have tea with 
the Queen! Unfortunately she was out, so 
they had a tour of the castle instead. 

Springwood took part in a Sportshall Ath-
letics event at Chiltern Edge, along with 
80 other children from five schools in the 
area. It’s quite possibly the noisiest event 
of the year! Another loud but more tune-
ful annual event, ‘Young Voices’ at the 
O2, was cancelled due to the snowy 
weather closing school. Consequently, 
the hills were alive with the sound of 
children screaming with joy! 

Our Year 6s are out and about, training 
on their bikes for their Bikeability test. 
We are also presenting the charity, Blue 
Cross, with a cheque for £1,183.50 which 
was the amount raised by our whole 
school sponsored walk in December! 

Next half term is our busiest six weeks, 
with four trips, six sporting competitions 
and Henley Youth Festival! Thank good-
ness Bill, our minibus driver, is due to 
return! 

Our Lantern evening was a great success 
and, despite the rain, the children enjoyed 
it all although, sadly, due to the weather 
the children’s parade around the Common 
had to be called off. 

The school provided their usual Tombola 
stall at the Late Night event in Henley and 
we had sold out of everything by 20:00! It 

was lovely to see so many children and 
parents come and support us. Before the 
Christmas break, KS1 performed their 
Nativity play which was superb. ‘Well 
Done’ to Greys and Peppard classes 
who put in so much hard work to learn 
their songs and lines - they were all  
superstars. Thanks to the staff who all 
put in so much time and effort to make it 
such a success. 

A highlight of the year is a Christmas 
lunch for all the children run by FOPS: 
the parents who help out all have a great 
time and get into the Christmas spirit!  

We have a few events coming up includ-
ing Quiz Night on 29th March with some 
interesting questions this year!  

FOPS (Friends of Peppard School) 
funds continue to support school activi-
ties. It is hoped the new pavilion will be 
completed soon so that the school can 
finally start to use the extra space and 
facilities. The funds from the Dads’ 
Walk, last year’s fete and ongoing fund-
raising throughout this year have largely 
funded this initiative. 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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Tracey is a keen horse rider, Georgina 
loves horses and is learning to ride so 
they chose Wyfold Riding for the  
Disabled, near their home in Kingwood, 
as the charity to benefit from Georgina's 
birthday party at Peppard War Memorial 
Hall. About 30 children attended the 
party and Tracey believes that, as dona-
tions to the charity were requested in-
stead of presents, parents were more gen-
erous and a magnificent £335 was donat-
ed to Wyfold RDA. The family visited 
the charity to hand over the money and 
stroked some of the ponies. 

Austin's birthday comes around again 
soon and he will be sharing a party with 
a friend who has also agreed  to dona-
tions going to Wyfold RDA. 

Apart from feeling their children get 
enough presents from family without 
receiving them from friends as well, Ian 
and Tracey feel strongly about the amount 
of plastic used to produce children's toys. 
So if money can go to charity, instead of 
their children receiving too many toys, it 
must go some way to combating the  
environmental issue of dangerous plastic 
waste.  

Well done Austin and Georgina! Perhaps 
your generosity will inspire some other 
children to do the same. 

Eleanor Cunningham, now 21, has lived 
all her life in Peppard with her parents and 
older sister. Since October 2016 she has 
been studying at the Royal Central School 
of Speech and Drama in London for a BA 
in Puppetry Design and Performance.  

I was very interested to talk to Eleanor 
about her degree course and hear about 
how she had come to her unusual choice 
of study. Eleanor is just 4' 7'' tall as she 
has Noonan Syndrome, a rare condition, 
but what she lacks in height she certainly 
makes up for in determination. As a young 
child, Eleanor experienced difficulties 
with her peers and puppets had been used 
by counsellors to help her cope.  

Once qualified she hopes to be able to 
use her skills to help other children ex-
periencing problems. After attending 
local schools, Eleanor completed a two 
year BTECH qualification in Musical 
Theatre at Redroofs Theatre School 
followed by a year's Extended Project 
Qualification in anti-bullying.  

As part of her degree course Eleanor 
is working with a mentor at the Little 
Angel Puppet Theatre, Islington, and 
has made her own gender neutral 
puppet. She works with the puppet 
letting a child add extra features as 
suits that particular child and is work-
ing at setting up her own business to 
help children using puppets. She 
started a placement at Bishopswood 
Special School in January.  

Eleanor is also a Student Ambassador 
for her university, having been cho-
sen as one of 30 from 200 applicants. 
Her duties include taking part at ca-
reers’ fairs and taking prospective 
students on tours of the university 
campus.  

Her family worships regularly at All 

Eleanor Cunningham with her puppet 

Astrid Waite has been horse riding at 
Checkendon Equestrian Centre for five 
years now. Since she started she’s been 
winning loads of rosettes at loads of Ga-
las and competitions all over the local 
area with her horse Tod. 

Astrid said that her favourite competition 
was the Halloween Gala where she won 
five golds, one silver and two bronzes. 
She also said that her favourite bit about 
it is ‘letting yourself free with the horse’.  

She definitely recommends horse riding 
to everyone. Because, even if you’re not a 
massive fan of animals, it teaches you to 
trust them. 

Astrid Waite on Nutmeg 

Saints’ Church and from 8-18 years  
Eleanor was a member of the church 
choir. She gained her bronze and silver 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards and, after rais-
ing money for the trip herself, travelled to 
Romania in a group of 12 for two weeks 
on a World Challenge expedition.  

Nothing seems to hold Eleanor back from 
what she wants to achieve and I cannot 
but admire her perseverance. 
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Parish Council 
Chairman: Jeni Wood 

Tel: 01491 392059 
e-mail: jeniwood@barjen.co.uk 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 
Tel: 0118 940 6809 

e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 
Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Charles Bailey 
Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk 

& David Nimmo-Smith 
David.Nimmo-Smith@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 
07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30 

in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 
observe, and may briefly raise issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 
intermediate planning meetings as well - see 

Diary for dates and times. 

To reduce the number of empty properties 
and encourage owners to use them, coun-
cil tax charges have been increased on 
long-term empty properties.  

Also, following the survey on leisure and 
sport activities in the district and taking 
into account comments in that survey, 
some changes have been made to the lei-
sure study. For further information go to 
www.southoxon.gov.uk. 

There are two events we hope will be well 
attended this spring; the first, on Saturday 
30th March, is the Battle of the Commons 
Village Clean-up, supporting the national 
Keep Britain Tidy campaign. There is a 
great feeling of community spirit during 
this event and absolute shock at all the 
debris recovered - usually at least one car 
tyre! We start from The Unicorn at 10:00 
where we collect our 'picking' equipment, 
rubbish bags and plastic gloves and are 
given an area to clear. We meet up again 
and have tea and cakes at noon for mutual 
congratulations on all the hard work and 
to return all the equipment and rubbish 
which will be then be taken back to The 
Unicorn for collection by SODC.  

The whole village will be visited and 
judged on Tuesday 2nd April by a VIP 
who will then visit again the following 
Saturday 6th April when the Annual Parish 
Meeting will held at 10:00 in the Peppard 
War Memorial Hall: we hope many pa-
rishioners will attend to welcome our 
speakers and to meet your new Parish 
Councillors. You will hear a report from 
the current Councillors and then a short 
introduction about themselves from each 
new Councillor.  

We have invited three guest speakers: 
Nick Steele, the Head Teacher of Peppard 
Primary School which must be one of the 
most successful, happiest and busiest 
schools in UK; Philip Bennett who is a 
‘Commoner’ and also footpaths repre-
sentative for the Chiltern Society which 
reports to the County Council. He has 
been very busy and very helpful over the 
past few months. Our third speaker will be 
a Senior Planning Policy Officer from 
SODC who will talk about Neighbour-
hood Planning generally. What it means, 
is it any use, do we even need a NP for 
our village, etc.? We hope there will be 
time for a Q&A session with this speaker. 

It is also an election year. The Council has 

ten seats, at present there are only six 
taken. Politics are not allowed in the 
council meetings under the previous and 
current chairs which keeps the atmos-
phere light and friendly; only matters 
appertaining to, or affecting, this and our 
neighbouring villages are discussed at 
Council meetings.  

Our County Councillor, David Bartholo-
mew, and District Councillor, David 
Nimmo Smith, respect our 'No Politics' 
Policy and are both supportive of RPPC. 
They are very helpful conduits of news to 
and from their respective councils as well 
as offering sound advice when it is re-
quested. Hopefully our meeting minutes 
reflect the fact that we try and be open 
and transparent in all matters. Anyone 
interested in serving their community and 
having a positive effect on village mat-
ters should convey that interest by email 
or letter to the Parish Clerk (See above 
for details). 

There was a wonderful spirit of commu-
nity due to the hard work of the Revels 
Committee to celebrate the centenary of 
WWI and our local heroes. 

I received a call from the owners of 
Springwood which they share fully with 
the public, to advise their wood had been 
fenced in and asking if the Council was 
aware of this.  What I found was a com-
plete shock and more horror was to 
come, not only Springwood but all the 
fields  belonging to Blounts Farm were 

fenced in with wire topped with barbed 
wire, cutting off footpaths which had 
been walked for centuries by parishioners 
crossing the valley to reach the church 
and the school, the barbed wire even went 
through a kissing gate!  

I called Philip Bennett who could not 
believe what I was saying as he had car-
ried out an inspection of our footpaths the 
previous Monday and there had not been 
any sign of this fencing. Philip came and 
met concerned residents, we walked the 
whole area and, beside the horror of the 
fencing, were very aware there was not a 
single warning sign to make any person 
aware there were animals, i.e. ten beauti-
ful, frisky polo ponies in the field behind 
the wood. There should be signs up in-
forming walkers to keep dogs on leads. 
Philip immediately telephoned Jackie 
Smith, the OCC Officer in charge of foot-
paths, who visited the area and then wrote 
to the new owner of Blounts Farm advis-
ing him to move some of the fencing to 
allow a Public Right of Way across the 
valley and to erect warning signs.  

The landowner told her that he expected 
to remedy this in the New Year but, at the 
time of writing, I believe nothing has 
changed which is unbelievable when the 
erection of all the fencing took place 
within four days! Unfortunately, it is pri-
vate land and so the owner is allowed to 
fence if he wishes but not to block a Pub-
lic Right of Way. Many, many people 
who really love the area have been made 
very unhappy by the shock of it all. We at 
RPPC are unfortunately powerless in this 
situation but we will always get involved 
and contact the Officers at County and 
District levels to try and gain a positive 
outcome.  

 

The Parish Council objected to the latest 
proposal by the developers of Vine Lodge 
for remedial work on the fencing which 
affects the vision of drivers from Stoke 
Row Road entering the B481. This issue 
is now back with SODC’s Planning and 
Enforcement Teams and we are awaiting 
the outcome of their discussions with the 
developers.

The following articles, submitted by the 
Parish Council, are abbreviated versions 
that can be viewed in full on Pages 17 of 
the website version of Peppard News. 

mailto:jeni@barjen.co.uk
mailto:Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk
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Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets, 
Events, Product Pack shots, Food. 

Mobile studio can come to you 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

The Sonning Common Health Centre is 
organising three talks/forums on the every 
day needs and concerns of those with de-
mentia and their carers to take place up-
stairs in the Palmer Room at the Health 
Centre. Seating for 20 will be available 
but needs to be pre-booked; booking 
forms are available from Health Centre 
reception or from www.sonning 
commonhealthcentre.co.uk.  

There will be two speakers at each event 
who will talk for 15 minutes each and then 
will allow about an hour for questions. 
Tea, coffee, cake and biscuits will follow. 
Each session will be from 14:00-16:00. 

On Tuesday 26th February the sessions 
will be led by Kate Hampton from De-
mentia Oxfordshire and Diana Beveridge 
who spent several years as a one-to-one 
carer; on Tuesday 26th March, Jane Var-
ghese, Dietician, and Marilyn or Sonia 
from Abbeycrest Care Home; finally on 
Tuesday 30th April, Esther Ramsay-Jones 
from Sue Ryder and an Admiral Nurse 
from The Order of St John Care Trust.  

With the support of the Sonning Com-
mon Health Centre, Jill Poll, a qualified 
integrative therapeutic counsellor, has 
started monthly group counselling ses-
sions at the FISH Volunteer Centre, 
Kennylands Road, Sonning Common. 

Jill is the group counsellor but it is for 
the group to decide what they want to 
talk about. The group is a safe place in 
which to express emotions that you may 
not wish to share with family and 
friends. The only cost involved is a con-
tribution towards refreshments. For 
more information email 
Jill@dragonfliescounselling.co.uk 

The PPG is a small group of active and 
helpful patient volunteers from Sonning 
Common Health Centre. It provides a 
link between patients and staff to im-
prove the Centre's health care provision 
and environment to mutual benefit.  

The PPG is currently looking for new 
members to help it fulfil its role of 
'critical friend' to the practice. We are 
there to gain information about respon-
siveness and quality of services from a 
patient perspective, therefore being able 
to provide informed insight back to the 
practice. The PPG communicates regu-
larly with patient and practice users 
about current Health Centre issues and 
advances as well as any concerns or rec-
ommendations they may have.  

The Sonning Common Health Centre 
was rated outstanding at its last Care 
Quality Commission visit. It is very 
proud to be one of only 6% of practices 
in the country to receive this rating. In a 
recent patient satisfaction survey, the 
Health Centre came 51st in the country 
out of 7,901 practices. If you are interest-
ed in joining Sonning Common Health 
Centre PPG or have feedback or com-
ments please don't hesitate to get in 
touch via e-mail schcppg@gmail.com 

Live Well, Oxfordshire County Council's 
online directory, brings together over 
2000 support services and activities from 
care services to help people stay inde-
pendent, transport services to help people 
get out and about and new hobbies for 
people to enjoy to local carer groups. All 
information can be found at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/livewell 

Go Active Gold now runs table tennis 
sessions at the War Memorial Hall on 
Mondays 11:30–12:30, at £2 per session, 
as part of the initiative by South Oxford-
shire District Council to help older peo-
ple keep fit. Perfect for beginners or more 
experienced players. Contact Zacharia 
Nelmes 07748 770567 or email  
Zacharia.Nelmes@southandvale.gov.uk.  

An approach was made to the Parish 
Council for Elegant Homes to build 27 
houses on the site of the old Rotherfield 
Football Club. There is a covenant in 
place that states the land should only be 
used for recreational purposes but Elegant 
Home has offered a substantial sum to lift 
that covenant; this could assist in the 
building a new primary school. At a pub-
lic meeting many residents expressed 
their concerns. Elegant Homes will un-
dertake surveys and then hold a public 
consultation. The Parish Council will give 
further consideration to this proposal 
once a formal application is submitted.

Our Speedwatch team were ‘out and 
about’ during December and will contin-
ue into the spring. TVP (Thames Valley 
Police) provide portable equipment that 
can be deployed anywhere in the village. 
If recorded speeding, motorists will re-
ceive a warning letter from TVP. After 
three letters … it is three points!

The Sports Pavilion is in the throes of ma-
jor refurbishment which will result in a 
sports’ facility fit for the 21st century! The 
original pavilion, funded by local people, 
was built in 1952 in tribute to locals who 
had fallen in the Second World War. This 
time around, funds have been raised by 
public donations, grants from SODC and 
charities, supplemented by a loan from 
SODC.  But ‘nice to haves’ are still need-
ed: these include a defibrillator, security 
lighting and work on the car park. 

We are very grateful to everyone who has 
already donated including the 'buy a brick' 
initiative run by the Cricket Club. Any-
one wishing to donate, or yet to give a 
promised contribution, please e-mail 
clerk@rppc.org.uk for details of how to 
contribute and include gift-aid if  
appropriate.
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Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

Quite a substantial part of our work 
since we were formed 21 years ago, has 
been working on the Nettlebed, King-
wood and Peppard Commons. So 
we were delighted to hear that the 
Commons have been awarded a 
grant of over £30k for new conser-
vation and landscape improve-
ments.  

Much of the commons have been 
taken over by trees which weren’t 
there 100 years ago and the plan is 
to open up new woodland rides 
and glades. Some of this money 
has come from unlikely sources 
such as Network Rail to make up 
for disruption in the area caused by 
the new overhead electrification.  

The commons are a rare local asset 
and this money will help to in-
crease biodiversity and improve access 
for recreation and leisure. The Green 
Gym will be one of the bodies involved 
in this work and if you want an oppor-
tunity to make a difference in our area, 
come and join us. Call 0118 972 3528 or 
see www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk 

We started the Home Visiting Service at 
the FISH Volunteer Centre in Sonning 
Common in Spring 2016 and it has proved 
to be a great success with some strong 
friendships being formed between the 
volunteer visitors and people alone at 
home.  

I took on the role of the Home Visiting  
Co-ordinator and in this capacity I visit 
both clients and volunteers initially to find 
out about their interests, etc., and remain 
available to each after a match is made to 
talk through any problems which might 
arise.  

To get this match right I now need more 
volunteers as it is important to have a pool 
of possible visitors to choose from when I 
get a request from a client. If you think 
you might like to consider this rewarding 
form of volunteering I would be pleased 
to come and talk to you at home and give 
you more information before you make a 
decision.  

Whilst most of the clients are elderly, 
there are a few younger people who have 
visitors and there is no upper age limit to 
being a Volunteer Visitor. 

Contact me via the FISH Volunteer Centre 
weekdays from 09:30-11:30 on 0118 972 
3986 or on my home no. 0118 972 4520. 

Chiltern Players are presenting Building 
Bridges by Colin Calvert at Peppard War 
Memorial Hall on Thursday 14th, Friday 
15th and Saturday 16th March at 20:00.  

Building Bridges is a contemporary, full 
length, comedy with an environmental 
theme. It's nerdy Clive's first time with 
The Ferrets - a group of environmental 
volunteers under the management of 
Trish.  

What will Clive make of officious Bob, 
strident Beryl and ‘Criminal Behaviour 
Order’ Mandy? And what's so special 
about Molly's culinary offerings?  

Tickets priced at £9.00 and additional 
information are available from 0751 239 
2625,  www.chilternplayers.co.uk or 
from Occasions in Sonning Common. 

If you go down to the woods today you’re 
sure of a big surprise. If you go down to 
Kingwood today you’ll never believe your 
eyes. 

If you go down to Kingwood today you 
will be amazed at the hard work the King-

wood Common Convervation Group has 
put in to creating and maintaining 11 
lovely open glades within the woods. 

You might not have noticed but in the 70 
years since grazing finished, the open 
heathland surrounding Peppard has turned 
into dense woodland. Not a bad thing you 
may think, but the trouble is the flora and 
fauna that rely on acid heathland have 
very little habitat left - nationally. 

The creation of open glades and regular 
cutting back of bramble, bracken and 
gorse is vital to encourage biodiversity 
and give some very endangered species a 
chance. The conservation group started 
some three years ago with the help of the 
Green Gym, and more recently, the Chil-
tern Society.  

The open glades were carved out of the 
woods and are now being kept clear of the 
smothering invasive plants such as bram-
ble, bracken and gorse.  

Gradually plants like heather, foxglove, 
milkwort and pill sedge are re-
establishing themselves, followed by all 
the little creepy crawlies, insects and ani-
mals that need the lowland acid heath 
habitat to survive. A bonus is that this 
opens up impenetrable woods for every-
one to enjoy.  

If you like the idea of what we are doing 
and fancy joining our team, drop me an  
e-mail: matthewdavis550@outlook.com. 
We meet two mornings a month and you 
might even learn how to use a scythe. 

Otherwise just go for a walk on King-
wood Common and admire our handi-
work, you never know you might meet 
some teddy bears having a picnic. 

Kingwood Common Conservation Group 

The Trustees hope that 2019 will be as 
successful as 2018 with the prospect of a 
number of new organisations using the 
hall. Last year many new groups used the 
hall including Peppard School for their 
gymnastics. The toddler group grew in 
size and popularity and, with the great 
summer weather, they were able to make 
good use of the secure outside area for 
playing.  

The Chiltern players had really good pro-
ductions and we will be welcoming them 

back this year. 

Our new defibrillator has been fitted and 
arrangements are being made with the 
First Responders in Sonning Common 
for training sessions in its use. Contact 
will be made with the organisers of each 
group using the hall and others are wel-
come to let us know of their interest in 
learning (call 0118 972 4145).  

This year the Trustees are hoping to 
complete three projects: replace the 
chairs in the hall; construct the overflow 
car park so that it can be used in all 
weathers; provide a new kitchen in the 
Club Room. We very much look forward 
to welcoming everyone to the hall. 
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Junior Peppard News 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Junior Peppard News. The cold weather hasn’t stopped us and 
we have raised a lot of money for the Blue Cross on our sponsored walk, gone on lots of trips and 
so much more. We’re now looking forward to the warmer weather though! 

Mrs Christine Bradbury has been a governor at Peppard Primary School for 12 years. After this long service she is retiring. She thought 
about becoming a governor when she saw a advert in the Henley Standard after she retired from teaching at St Anne’s school in Caver-
sham. If you thought that being a governor for 12 years was enough, Mrs Bradbury was also the Chair of Governors for five years. 

She said that the toughest part was when we were looking for a new headmaster, meanwhile juggling the finance situation of having to 
hire people to stand in until we found Mr. Steele. The most interesting thing was seeing the progress of the students as they grew. 

We also asked Mrs Bradbury how she’s going to spend her new free time. But she’s not going to relax, in fact she is now Safeguarding 
Officer at her local church. She also organises speakers and outings for the Caversham Heights Society. 

We thank Mrs Bradbury massively for all her time helping our school thrive. 

On 18th December the whole of 
Peppard School did a walk to 
raise money for the animal 
charity, the Blue Cross. We all 
dressed up as our favourite 
animals for the whole day. 

What inspired us to do the walk 
was when the Blue Cross came 
in and did an assembly with us. 
They told us about their charity 
and how they get hundreds of 
abandoned pets every year. 

The walk was three miles from 
our playground to the Maltsters 
Arms in Rotherfield Greys. 
When we arrived at the Malt-
sters Arms we all got hot choc-
olate, YUM! 

Best of all we raised a grand 
total of £1183.50! 

The pupils of Peppard School outside The Maltsters 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

 • Implants 

 • Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common • Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626 • Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

On 15th January, Peppard Class went on a school trip to the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History. I went to interview them and 
by the sounds of things they thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
had a lot to tell me. 

This is what they said: 

Willow: ‘I loved the glow in the dark stones.’ 

Islay: ‘I liked the skeletons of the dinosaurs.’ 

Esther: ‘I liked the triceratops.’ 

Phoebe: ‘I loved the gems.’ 

Georgia: ‘I liked the shells.’ 

Amelie: ‘I liked the crocodile.’ 

Teddy: ‘I liked the big turtle and the little turtle.’ 

Summer: ‘I liked the gems, like Phoebe.’ 

Ruby: ‘I liked the gems and the shells too.’ 

Sable: ‘I liked the dinosaur poo and the golden rock.’ 

Lucien: ‘I liked it when the T: Rex pretended to eat Josh!’ 

Josh: ‘I liked it when the iguanodon was on my head.’ 

Jake: ‘I liked it when the T: Rex pretended to eat Lucien.’ 

Lucas: ‘I liked the giant spider crab; it had more legs than me!’ 

Mrs Wall said that Chris, their guide, told them lots of amazing 
facts and Mrs Byron liked the fantastic dinosaur noises that he 
made.  

Peppard Class had a wonderful time and they would like to say 
a big thank you to Chris! 

Spring by Maddie Cubberley 

From left: Summer Swift and Georgia Wade admiring the shells 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

• Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
• Full and part-time places 
• Fully government funded sessions available 
• Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions 

• Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

• Three mornings sessions per week 

• Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

• Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837 

Page 9 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

After Christmas, Henley Children’s Theatre put on their annual Christmas pantomime at the  
Kenton Theatre. This year it was Aladdin; this was the 49th pantomime that Henley Children’s  
Theatre has put on in Henley. 

Aladdin was actually set in China, but Disney decided to set their film in Arabia. The pantomime 
was full of jokes, dancing and singing. Everyone taking part loved it and hopefully everyone watch-
ing it enjoyed it too! 

There were lots of children from Peppard Primary School in it: Evie Paton, Sienna Keyte, Ruby 
Turner, Francesca Keyte and Laila Webb. Laila was a panda bear, Ruby and Francesca were 
laundrettes, Evie and Sienna were Pe-Kings and Sienna was also a policeman – PC Sum. Fran-
cesca said, ‘It was really fun and a good experience!’ Evie said, ‘It was amazing!’ And Ruby said, 
‘It was fun and exciting’. 

We are all looking forward to the summer production and the 50th anniversary pantomime next 
year! 

On Wednesday 23rd January Greys class went on a 
visit to Windsor Castle. I talked to some of them about 
their experiences. 

Beau was most impressed when they got to see the 
crowns. While Maddie loved going into St George’s 
Chapel and she even got to sit in the seats for the 
Royal Family. While at the Chapel, Phoebe’s mum 
and Dexter’s mum pretended to get married which 
made Kit laugh. 

Ted’s favourite part of the castle was the arrow slits 
and Harry was pleased to get his photo taken with 
one of the guards. Unfortunately they didn’t get to see 
the Queen, which Daisy said was disappointing. 

Despite not seeing the Queen they obviously had a 
lovely trip. 

Every Monday afternoon Highmoor class go to the Peppard War Memorial Hall to do Bollywood dancing with Mrs Elson. 

We’ve been learning about Mudras - these are hand movements. We have learned the lion head, flag, lotus flower, light bulb and prayer. 
Now we are putting together some of these Mudras and other movements together in a dance. 

It’s really fun and enjoyable. I really like Bollywood dancing on Monday. 

Francesca Keyte as a Laundrette 

Highmoor Class practising Bollywood dance moves 

Greys Class at Windsor Castle 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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With Mothering Sunday almost upon us 
and Easter just around the corner why not 
buy some delightfully original gifts from 
the FISH Volunteer Centre Craft Fair? 

We would love to see you at Peppard War 
Memorial Hall on Saturday 30th March, 
10:00-16:00. 

A diverse selection of crafts will be availa-
ble: these will range from jewellery, toys, 
paintings and woodcraft to rustic garden-
craft and skincare products – to name but a 
few.  There will also be a bumper raffle 
and tombola. Refreshments will be served 
throughout the day and the FISH bus will 
be available to transport local residents.  
Free entry and car parking. 

We would be pleased if you could support 
the FISH Volunteer Centre on this 40th 
anniversary event.  Donations are always 
appreciated. 

We aim to have two trained leaders 
(volunteers) on every walk, one to lead 
and the other to bring up the rear to  
ensure no one gets lost. In the event of 
really bad weather (heavy rain/strong 
wind/snow) the walks may be cancelled – 
but it has to be quite bad for that!  

The current timetable continues until 
Easter: copies are available from the  
Library, the Health Centre and the Herb 
Farm, or on the website at 
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co. 
uk/timetable. The new summer timetable 
will be published shortly before Easter. 

We’re having a Mothers’ Day story and 
craft session for under 10s on Saturday 
30th March. Easter library opening 
times: Friday 19th April - closed; Satur-
day 20th April - open (storytime as usu-
al); Monday 22nd April - closed; Tues-
day 23rd April - closed (normal for a 
Tuesday!). Back to normal on Wednes-
day 24th April. We’re having an authors’ 
evening on Tuesday 21st May, organised 
by the Friends of the Library – contact 
the library nearer the time for more de-
tails. Don’t forget our regular events: 
Rhymetimes on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
of the month; Gadget sessions every 
Thursday (for those who need help with 
new technology); Scrabble Club on Friday 
mornings; storytimes every Saturday. For 

Over the last few years Wood Lane  
Dentistry has developed into a national 
leader of dental health prevention and 
advanced technology. This has been rec-
ognised at the Dentistry Awards – the 
dental world’s ‘Oscars'. The practice was 
Highly Commended as the South East 
England Practice of the Year.  

The principal dentist, Vik Chugani, was 
also recognised as a finalist in the national 
Dentist of the Year, making him one of 
the top three dentists in Britain. Vik's sen-
ior associate, Dipesh Kothari, was also 
recognised as a finalist in the South East 
Young Dentist of the Year. 

Separately, the practice also finished as 
runner up in the national IP&C (infection 
prevention and control) awards. This rec-
ognises the dedication of dental practices 
who surpass expectations of infection 
prevention and control. 

Vik said 'The team would like to say a big 
thank you to all the patients who both 
nominated us and also sent supporting 
testimonial. We promise not to sit on our 
laurels and continue to strive to try and 
exceed your expectations of dental care.' 

From left: Kiran Shankla, Vik Chugani,  
Claudia Wellman & Melanie Falshaw 

Thank you to everyone who visited our 
Festive Fundraising event in December.  
Our homemade wreaths went down a 
storm, plus our new handmade range of 
shopping and tote bags sold well.  The 
trainees really enjoyed showing off the 

Charity and serving everyone.  We also 
held our first licensed Grand Draw 
(raffle), which was drawn at the trainees’ 
Christmas Party and raised £1,300, which 
is a fantastic result for us first timers!    

Many of you know we had another first 
just before Christmas, this one unpleasant 
though.  Thieves broke into our locked 
container and stole our much-loved little 
red tractor, its cutter, a mower, strimmer 
and other tools. They also damaged a 
security light, padlocks, fencing and one 
of our hedge lines.  The local community 
police were marvellous responding within 
two hours of our call. It was frosty so the 
thieves left track marks, but it is unlikely 
the police will be able to find them – they  
advised that it was all probably stolen to 
order.  We would like to thank everyone 
who has popped in with good wishes and 
given us a donation to help us replace and 
repair.  It is so kind and indicative of the 
generosity of this community. 

On to more cheery things – we are al-
ready planning for the new growing sea-
son ready for what we hope will be a 
great spring. For our openings and events 
see www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-
local-events/. If you would like details, 
please contact  
denise@waysandmeans.org.uk 

more details, please contact the library 
(sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire. 
gov.uk) or 0118 972 2448. 
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My Favourite Cycle Ride 

Last year I sent you off cycling up into 
the hills along the edge of the Chilterns, 
this time we are going in the opposite 
direction; something for everyone, hard-
ly any mud and possible on most sorts of 
bike!! 

From the Red Lion cross the B481, leave 
the former Dog Pub on your right, and 
set off down Dog Lane between the golf 
courses, up a slight hill then where the 
tarmac starts turn right onto Cross Lane. 
Follow this to Kings Farm, then down 
the track to Old Place on the Harpsden 
Road.  Turn left and almost immediately 
right up hill on the bridlepath - not the 
footpath. 

It’s a lovely wood and a bit hilly, gener-
ally keep rightish, through ‘Bones 
Wood’, coming out to an open field. 
Follow round on a wood chip path to the 
right, ending up at the Bottle and Glass 
Pub. Turn left on the road then turn right 
after 500 metres where the field turns 
into wood and follow this till it opens up. 
Fork right to pass Upper Bolney House 
on your right, go across Woodlands 
Road then fast downhill to the Henley-
Shiplake road, go straight across, over 
the railway then swing left onto Bolney 
Road. 

This takes you over a footbridge to the 
towpath and eventually Marsh Lock: re-
member to push your bike across the weir. 
Turn right onto the towpath through Mill 
Meadow to Hobbs Boatyard. Get through 
Henley any way you choose, heading for 
Bell Street and onto the Fairmile. 

Halfway along the Fairmile turn left into 
Lambridge Wood Road and, almost im-
mediately, take a narrow track on the 
right, uphill behind all the garden fences 
and, after a grind, this opens out into Lam-
bridge Wood where the bridle path is 
quite hard to follow but generally keep 
going in a straight line till you come to the 
Bix-Broadplat lane. Cross this, going 
slightly left through lovely open beech 
woods with plenty of old flint pits to play 
in; eventually the various paths come to-
gether and you go steep downhill at the 
back of Greys Court then turn left to join 
Rocky Lane. Follow Rocky Lane to the 
Henley Road at the bottom of the dip, go 
up the hill towards Greys (there is a track 
on the left side of the road), come across 
Greys Green and pass the cricket pitch. 
Opposite the turn to Shepherds Green, 
turn left onto the permissive bridleway 
and go immediately right around the golf 
course - et voila Le Pub !! 

Well done, that’s about 18 kms and 200 
metres of climbing, treat yourself to a 
drink. 

 

As 50% of chimney fires happen in Janu-
ary, February and March, the Oxfordshire 
Fire and Rescue Service has issued advice 
to those using log fires to have chimneys 
swept at least once a year and more  
frequently if regularly lighting log fires. If 
you have a first floor fireplace, check that 
it is clear of debris and store logs away 
from the fireplace. For more information 
go to www.365alive.co.uk. 

This map contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2015 

More Snippets 

Local flautist, Claire Overbury, will be 
returning to All Saints’ Church, Peppard, 
with fellow flautist, Julie Groves, to per-
form in a Spring Concert on Saturday 16th 
March at 19:30. The programme will fea-
ture Music from the Movies and a selec-
tion of Light Classics arranged for flute 
duet.  

There will be a retiring collection in aid of 
Peppard Educational Trust. Following the 
concert, refreshments will be served in the 
parish room. 

You may have noticed that our name has 
changed from Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hos-
pice to Sue Ryder South Oxfordshire  
Palliative Care Hub. This simply means 
we are expanding our services to provide 
more care to more people. 

As a member of the National Free Wills 
Network, Sue Ryder is able to offer you 
and your partner the opportunity to make 
a simple single or joint Will with a quali-
fied solicitor, free of charge. There is no 
obligation whatsoever to include a gift to 
Sue Ryder in your Will. However, we’d 
be delighted if you chose to remember our 
charity or a specific Sue Ryder hospice, 
knowing that your kindness will go on to 
touch the lives of many people through 
the care, compassion and expertise we 
deliver each day; e-mail southoxford-
shire.fundraising@sueryder.org for all the 
information.  

As usual there are fund-raising activities 
taking place this spring and summer, e.g. 
Tough Mudder and RideLondon, see 
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-
events/  for more details.  Or you could 
join our fundraising team – call 01491 
641384 ext 246 or email the above  
address for more information. 



Clubs and Societies 
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Peppard Relief in Need 
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times 

 If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get 
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.  

 Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone 

Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631) 

The last film of the season is Darkest 
Hour, depicting Winston Churchill in 
1940 challenging the country to stand up 
to the threat from across the Channel. 
(Sound familiar?). If you’ve not seen it, 
do try and come on 22nd March. Wonder-
ful performance by Gary Oldman who has 
won many awards for his performances. 

We have now been going for ten years 
plus and in that time we’ve screened over 
50 films. Many people have said it’s a 
great village event to meet old friends 
while enjoying supper and a glass of 
wine. What’s more, once a year you get 
the chance to vote for your favourite 
films. But we do get sold out so book 
early! Tickets from Linda Collison 077 
477 62871 or lindacollison1@aol.com.  

Our top three teams are all in the top di-
vision of the Reading & District League. 
The A team, Gary Morgan, Jason Rob-
erts, Joe Barraclough, Malcolm Gregory 
and Neil Hurford, are locked in a battle 
for 3rd place with Kingfisher C. The B 
team are in 5th place, largely due to their 
Chinese player Andy Wang with 30 wins 
from 33. Nigel Maltby, Brian Meheux 
and Jeremy Willis have all contributed 
with Nigel doing particularly well. Tim 
Raby, Denise Weller, Matt Isherwood, 
Matt Stone and Niall McGrane have the 
C team well placed around mid-table and 
they should have no fears of relegation.  

In Division 2 the D team are in mid-
table, with Angus Jones and Alan Mollet 
in particularly good form, while in  
Division 3 the E team are currently just 
above the drop zone, Jamie Legg, Derek 
Wavell, Melvyn Lovegrove and Oliver 
Sayer keeping them just ahead of the 
bottom two. The club, and especially the 
E team players, were saddened by the 
recent death of one of their players, Jim 
McClure, who sadly died while attending 
a match in December.  

Derek Maltby, Mike Casserely, Julian 
James, Gerry Bacon and Steve Knott 
have kept the F team in the top half of 
Division 4 while the G team will be aim-
ing to join them in the top half having 
recently gained two useful recruits, Ian 
Davenport and Jim Warren, to team up 
with Anthony Reeve, Arun Reeve,  
Marko Madzar and Simon Blake. A re-
cent 6-4 win at leaders Tilehurst Meth-
odists C was a good sign of their inten-
tions for the 2nd half of the league play-
ing season. Anyone interested in joining 
the club or in attending junior coaching 
session can contact me for further infor-
mation at n.maltby587@btinternet.com. 

 

The weather was kind to us this year so 
the Riding for the Disabled traditional 
Christmas Fayre went ahead as usual 
and we managed to raise £1,700. Father 
Christmas stopped off to visit us and we 
had a wonderful, surprise donation from 
Henley Rotary Club whose President, 
Peter Thomson, came along and gave us 
£500 towards the purchase of our new 
pony, Custard. Thank you to everyone 
who turned out to support us. 

On 11th December a band of dedicated 
and loyal Wyfold volunteers stood out-
side Tesco in Henley all day and col-
lected £284; we really enjoyed talking 
to all the shoppers about our charity.  

In December we were part of The Living 
Advent Calendar at The Henley Over 
60’s Club with the Henley Rock Choir 
providing some rousing entertainment; 
our volunteers collected £231. The fes-
tive season is always an important time 
for fundraising as we need to raise 
£40,000 a year just to keep going. 

We must also say a big thank you to all 
our supporters who have given donations 
over the Christmas and New Year period. 
Just £5 buys a bale of hay for our hungry 
ponies over the harsh winter months.  

We had two new arrivals at our stables in 
December. A new pony Lulu is on loan to 
us and is the first mare on our team in 
recent years; we have also bought another 
mare called Custard, she is a piebald and 
we are hoping that she will become a 
valuable Wyfold member.  

At the moment we have over 85 volun-
teers working at our centre so most days 
we have enough volunteers. However, we 
are still looking for more adult volunteers 
for Saturday mornings so please pass on 
the word. We also have a vacancy for a 
rider on a Friday morning but they must 
be under 12 stone (76kg) to ride the horse 
that is available. We would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone who has sup-
ported us in 2018 and look forward to 
another successful year in 2019. See Pep-
pard Diary (Page 16) and also 
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local
-events for diary dates. For more infor-
mation contact me on  
gillr400@btinternet.com 

Taking a break on a busy Wyfold RDA stall 

At last, 2019 has arrived and Peppard WI 
Centenary celebrations have begun. Last 
month we were all sporting our new lan-
yards. Recently, a new member has joined 
us at each monthly meeting. We hope our 
new lanyards with our clearly printed 
names will help those new members to get 
to know us quickly. Our souvenir pro-
gramme with its attractive cover designed 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

This is the perfect time for getting out-
doors, keeping fit and having fun. Our 
club has two excellent quality hard courts 
that can be played on all year round; we 
are on your doorstep at the entrance of the 
Bishopswood Sports Ground between 
Gallowstree Common village and Peppard 
crossroads. Ideal for beginners and young 
families, our courts are always kept in 
excellent condition and suitable for any-
one that wants to simply play tennis; you 
can just turn up and play in a casual and 
informal environment.  

 

by Judy Fraser of Henley, lists the wide 
range of activities we have planned. 

As I write, we are looking forward to  
Michael Macleod speaking to us on The 
First 20 Years of Peppard WI. He has read 
every single page of the early minute 
books from 1919-1939 and will highlight 
some of the speakers who came along, and 
our activities and outings. Some of our 
members have also been dipping into the 
minute books: I think we have only mis-
laid one book in 100 years. 

He may mention the menfolk’s part in WI 
and I would like to thank those who have 
regularly helped us prepare the hall and 
clear away each month over the years. 
However, like some of our members, they 
have reached the point when they should 
be taking things easy. I wonder therefore 
if there are any public-spirited gentlemen 
(WI husbands/partners or not) who could 
spare us 15-20 minutes before and after 
our meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month to deal with the large tables 
and the chairs. Please ring me on 0118 348 
0485 if you think you may be able to help 
and want to know more. I know our mem-
bers would be very grateful. 

Ladies of Peppard, if you have always 
thought that WI was not for you, why not 
join us as a visitor one month to confirm 
your view. You may well be pleasantly 
surprised. 

Have you a little time to spare, please? 
Our club hosts lunches for 25-40 people 
at Peppard War Memorial Hall on the 
third Wednesday of every month. It’s a 
really valuable village amenity, very 
friendly and the food is good BUT we 
need more help with cooking and serv-
ing. Our next lunches are on 20th March, 
17th April and 15th May. Let Valerie 
Ross know if you can help on 01491 
628677. She’s waiting for your call. 

Various trips are being planned this 
spring term along with the usual arts, 
crafts, games and swegway riding.  

We would like to thank all who donated 
to the club last year: Nottakwire, Rother-
field Peppard PC, Kidmore End PC, 
Sonning Common WI, Sonning Com-
mon CoOp, Santa’s Tractor run (2017) 
and the support we received from the 
FISH Bus drivers and Springwater 
Church have been much appreciated.  

The Club is always looking for more 
volunteers to help run the sessions on a 
Tuesday and Wednesday: please if you 
have a skill or talent to share or can help 
out regularly please let us know, every 
little helps! Club SC can be found above 
the sports hall at Chiltern Edge School, 
Tuesday night is for Years 9-11 from 
19:00-21:00, and Wednesday night is for 
Years 6 8 from 18:30-20:30. For more 
information contact Sunny Smithers 
on sunny.clubsc@gmail.com 

We continue to play throughout the year 
with club sessions still running over the 
winter but, of course, getting busier now 
that we are hitting spring. 

Adult sessions run on Tuesday and Thurs-
day evenings from 18:30 and are open to 
all members - a great chance to meet new 
people. Our membership year begins in 
April but we welcome people to join all 
year round. Adult coaching is available if 
you are looking to start playing, get back 
into the sport or improve your game. 
Teach Me Tennis provide all our coaching 
and run a large junior programme during 
term time and the school holidays. They 
will be running both morning and after-
noon camp sessions over Easter, May half 
term and the summer holidays. Camps are 
suitable for children from the age of four 
years old (term time starts from age three) 
and groups are kept small with a maxi-
mum of six children per coach to ensure 
quality. We have launched our new web-
site recently so please take a look if you 
are interested in playing tennis: if you 
have any questions or would like to speak 
to a member of the committee see: 
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk  

We are gearing up for what will hopefully 
be another successful and warm summer. 
Work began on expanding the building 
and major renovation as well as installing 
new nets and a machinery shed back in 
November, with the hope that a prestig-
ious opening – possibly against an Army 
side – can take place in early May. 

For more information about PSRCC, 
please contact chairman Gerry Bacon 
(07785 771847) or as a junior, Andy 
Watts (07884 931906). If you are keen to 
join our growing ladies and girls’ group, 
please email Celia Hall on 
cemhall@googlemail.com. 

Our new season starts in April: for many 
years we have only charged £30 for a 
whole family and you can play tennis 
any time you like. Interested? Want to 
find out more? Please contact me on 
01491 680324, e-mail info@sonning 
commontennisclub.org or see 
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0118 972 4861 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Stewart Morgan 0118 972 3263 
Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 
 Kathie Anderson 0118 972 2694 

www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk 

This year's Lent lunches will be on Mon-
days 11th, 18th March and 1st April at 
Christ the King Hall, Sedgewell Road, 
Sonning Common, all starting at 12:30.  

We are staying local with our choice of 
good causes this year and our primary 
schools will be the focus. A small group 
of children and a teacher from each school 
will be coming to talk to us about a pro-
ject that they need funds for.  

As usual, the bread and soup lunches will 
be free but you do need to let us know 
you will be coming so that we know how 
many to cater for. The children will give 
their talk after the meal and a bucket will 
be available for donations as you leave. 
The schools in our community need all 
the financial support we can give. 

The first lunch on 11th March will support 
Kidmore End Primary School; next on 
18th March will be the turn of Peppard 
Primary School and finally on 1st April we 
will meet a group of children from Son-
ning Common Primary School. 

We very much look forward to having 
children as our guest speakers for the first 
time at Lent lunches and hope that mums, 
dads and siblings will also be able to join 
us.  

Just phone one of us (Sue Nickson 0118 
972 4520, Ann Butler-Smith 0118 972 
1871 or Jenny MacGregor 0118 947 
2855) to book your place and we look 
forward to welcoming you! 

Good News – the church bells are, once 
again, ringing out over the parish.  
Bishop Colin will be visiting, on Sunday 
24th February, for the morning service of 
Family Communion to include re-
dedication of the bells.  

We have celebrated Epiphany and Can-
dlemas with special services and the 
choir has taken part in the Tenth Henley 
Choir Festival when funds were raised 
for Diabetes UK (Reading and District 
Group).  

A general revision for all on the  
Electoral Roll will take place this year 
and application forms (available in 
Church) need to be completed and re-
turned between 23rd February and 13th 
March.  

Ash Wednesday falls on 6th March with 
Benefice Eucharist and ashing at 20:00 
at All Saints’.  

Mothering Sunday is on 31st March with 
Family Communion at All Saints’. Our 
youngsters will be distributing posies, 
which have been blessed, to all ladies in 
church. 

During Holy Week, Palm Sunday on 
14th April will be celebrated with Family 
Communion at 10:30.  

There will be Sung Eucharist at St. 
John’s on Maundy Thursday at 20:00.  

On Good Friday, Morning Prayer and 
Litany will take place at All 
Saints’ (10:00). At the same hour, a 
Walk of Witness will depart from Christ 
the King. Later, a Devotional Hour will 
take place at St. John’s at 14:00.  

On Easter Day there will be the usual 
Sung Eucharist and Festal Evensong at 
All Saints’. Further details can be found 

on our website. 

We would like to wish you all a Happy 
Easter. 

Dear Friends 

As I write this, I’m looking out of the 
study window of the Rectory at a blue 
sky, and the branches of the trees, still 
bare, are gently moving in the breeze.  
Someone said to me earlier today, ‘Spring 
is coming!’ Well, maybe not yet, but by 
the time you read this, we should be well 
on our way.  New life is indeed coming. 

In the face of so much misunderstanding 
(not helped by the behaviour of the 
Church over the centuries), we do well to 
remember that the main message of Chris-
tianity is not rules and regulations, but 
rather this new life.  It’s about the new life 
made possible for us (and indeed all crea-
tion) through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

I wonder whether this spring we might 
look at all of life as a kind of symphony.  
In a symphony, the different instruments 
combine to create harmony and connec-
tion.   

In our springtime symphony perhaps we 
can discern a harmony and connection 
between the new life that we celebrate at 
Easter and the new life we see in nature.  
And we can add to this the new life that 
we discern in our own lives as individuals 
and in community: for where there are 
relationships on the way to being restored; 
where new hope (however small) flickers 
like a candle in the darkness; and where 
seemingly intractable problems no longer 
loom so large – there is new life.  All of 
this combines to create a springtime sym-
phony for us. 

I wish you all a good Lent, as we prepare 
to welcome into our lives once again at 
Easter the new Life who is Christ. 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 
frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

took on his last days and hours before 
the crucifixion. There will also be a 
Biblical Garden tour during this time. 
We are proud to be one of only a few 
of these gardens in the UK and the 
tours are very interesting as our resi-
dent gardener takes us around the 
many biblical herbs and plants that she 
has found and has been lovingly nur-
turing over the years. Details will be 
on our website nearer the time but if 
you would like to know more please 
email us.  

Other Easter events will be listed on 
our website and will include a Seder 
dinner – a Christian version of the 
Passover. This is a beautiful and mean-

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 
Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 

Parish Office: 0118 972 3418 
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 

www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

It was good to be able to begin the New 
Year by joining with the Christian churches 
of Peppard, Sonning Common and Stoke 
Row to celebrate the Week of Prayer for 
Unity in January. Springwater church was 
our host this year.  

Our annual Curry & Quiz evening helped 
dispel the gloom of January and we are 
looking forward to our second family 
games afternoon on the 3rd March.  

St Michael’s and our school St Martin’s, 
Caversham Park, are getting ready to cele-

brate the season of Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter. This is when we remember Jesus 
fasting in the wilderness for 40 days and 
then commemorate his passion, death 
and resurrection, while asking the ques-
tion, ‘What impact do they have on my 
life?’ during Lent we will be making a 
special effort to support CIRDIC 
(Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre - 
providing help and support for Reading’s 
homeless) .  

Key events to which all are invited are: 
6th March, Ash Wednesday - blessing 
and distribution of the ashes, 09:00 in 
school, noon and 19:00 at St Michael’s. 

During Lent there will be times of quiet 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
(19:00 Monday evening) and a series of 
discussions. Palm Sunday (14th April): 
Normal Mass times. Blessing of Palms. 

15th April 19:00 - Service of Reconcilia-
tion, with opportunity for individual Con-
fession.  

Holy Thursday (18th April) 19:00 - Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper, including the wash-
ing of the feet of 12 parishioners. 

Good Friday (19th April) 10:00 - Walk of 
Witness with Christians from the local 
area starting from Christ the King, Sedge-
well Road; 15:00 - Solemn Passion of the 
Lord, including the veneration of the 
Cross; 19:00 - Stations of the Cross. 21st 
April, Easter Vigil - a service of light, 
readings and Mass of the Resurrection.  

Easter Sunday (21st April) - Easter Masses 
at 09:00 and 10:30.  

All are welcome but please check our 
website or call the parish office for up to 
date details. 

This year the World Day of Prayer will be on Friday 1st March at 18:30 at Christ The King, Sedgewell Road, Sonning 
Common RG4 9TS.  

Prepared by the Christian women of Slovenia, the theme is Come – Everything is Ready.  The service will last an hour, 
followed by a light supper.  All are welcome, not just women, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Christmas came and went with a wonder-
ful Carols by Candlelight and quiet medi-
tative Christmas Eve service. Our church 
celebrated the first Sunday of the New 
Year with a fantastic brunch cooked by 
one of our church families – at Spring-
water we love to feast!  

We are already looking ahead to Easter 
and our Holy Week events. In our Biblical 
Garden we will have the Stations of the 
Cross – several different points in the gar-
den that take us through the journey Jesus 

ingful evening – if you are interested in 
attending please let us know.  

At the end of January we hosted the Unity 
service where churches in the villages 
around worshipped together. It was an 
amazing time of unity, with singing that 
almost raised the roof and some very 
thought-provoking challenges put together 
by the organisation Churches Together in 
conjunction with Christians from the Phil-
ippines.  

We welcome any of you to our services on 
a Sunday morning. We start at 10:30 and 
we now have children’s activities during 
the service so all of any age are welcome!  

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 
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Peppard Diary 

Sunday Services 

at All Saints’ 

MARCH APRIL MAY NOTES 

3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26 A Festal Evensong 

09.00 Communion             1st March 18:30 World Day of Prayer at Christ the King 

6th March 20:00 Ash Wednesday, Holy Communion 

31st March Mothering Sunday 

18th April Maundy Thursday 20:00 Sung Eucharist at Kidmore 

End 

19th April Good Friday 10:00 Morning Prayer + Litany; 

 10:00 Walk of Witness, Christ the King; 

 14:00 Devotional Hour, Kidmore End 

26th May Rogation Sunday  

20th May Ascension Day. 20:00 Holy Communion at Christ the 

King 

10.30 Communion (sung)             

10.30 Matins             

10.30 Family Service             

10.30 Sunday School             

18.30 Evensong        A      

 
Sunday Services at Springwater 

(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 ⧫ Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

⧫Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00⧫ 
Saturday 17.30 ⧫ Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

NORMAN COX & PARTNERS 
The Timber Yard, Checkendon, RG8 0TH 

 

All types of fencing & gates, trellis, hazel hurdles, sleepers, cladding. 
Standard & custom built sheds, playhouses, gazebos, summer houses. 
Mulch, decorative & play bark, mushroom compost, oak supplied/cut. 

 

01491 680671 -  Mon-Fri 8-5 & Sat 8:30-12:30 - mail@normancox.co.uk 

Visit our website: www.normancox.co.uk 

MARCH  
Fri  1 World Day of Prayer/Christ the King/18:30 Sat 6 Annual Parish Meeting/PWMH/10:00 

Sat 2 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609   Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

Mon 11 RPPC Meeting/Springwater Church/19:30   CE Hort Soc Spring Show/SC Vill Hall/14:00-16:00 

  Lent Lunch/Christ the King/12:30/01189 724520   Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609 

Tue 12 CE Hort Soc/Bulbs that flower May-Sep/PWMH/19:30 Mon 8 RPPC Meeting/Springwater Church/19:30 

Wed 13 WI /Annual Meeting/OFWI's 100 yrs of History/PWMH/14:00 Tue 9 Hort Soc/Growing Auriculas/PWMH/19:30 

Thu 14 Chiltern Players/Building Bridges/PWMH/19:45/07518392625 Wed 10 WI/A Visit to China/PWMH/14:00 

Fri 15 Chiltern Players/Building Bridges/PWMH/19:45/07518392625 Mon 15 RPPC Planning/Springwater Church/18:30 

Sat 16 Chiltern Players/Building Bridges/PWMH/19:45/07518392625 Tue 16 St Michael's Snack & Chat/12:00/01189 723418 

  Peppard Ed Trust/Spring Concert/All Saints'/19:30 Wed 17 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 

  Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 Sun 21 Easter Sunday 

Mon 18 RPPC Planning/Springwater Church/18:30 Tue 23 Peppard School Term starts 

  Lent Lunch/Christ the King/12:30/01189 724520 Sat 27 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

Tue 19 St Michael's Snack & Chat/12:00/01189 723418 Tue 30 Matters of Memory/SCHC/14:00-16:00 

Wed 20 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 MAY 

Fri 22 Revels Film Club/Darkest Hour/PWMH/19:00/07747762871 Sat 4 Greenshoots Charity Sale/SC Vill Hall/10:00-15:00 

Tue 26 Matters of Memory/SCHC/14:00-16:00 Wed 8 WI/Resolutions/PWMH/14:00 

Wed 27 SC Bereavement Grp/FISH office/14:00-16:00 Sat 11 Wyfold RDA/Open day & Spring Fayre/12:00-15:00 

Fri 29 Peppard School Quiz Night Mon 13 RPPC Annual Mtg/Sports Pavilion/19:30 
Sat 30 FISH 40th Anniversary Craft Fair/PWMH/10:00-16:00 Wed 15 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 

  RPPC planned Village Cleanup/The Unicorn/10:00 Sat 18 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

  SC Library/Mothers' Day Storytime/10:00   CE Hort Soc/Outing Abbey House Gdns Malmesbury 

Sun 31 On your Bike/onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk Mon 20 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

APRIL Tue 21 St Michael's Snack & Chat/12:00/01189 723418 

Mon 1 Lent Lunch/Christ the King/12:30/01189 724520   SC Library/Friends of SC Library/Authors’ Evening 

Fri 5 Peppard School Term ends Fri 24 Peppard School Term ends 

Full details of many these events can be found on the website www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events 

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986   (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 

SC & Peppard Table Tennis Club/Mem Hall/Juniors – Mon 17.00/0118 946 3191               Walking Football/Bishopswood Grnd – Tue 10.30/0118 972 2188 

Circle Dancing: contact Ros Jennings on 01491 874220 for details 

 
 

mailto:mail@normancox.co.uk
http://www.normancox.co.uk


Unabridged Articles 

Last October, the Parish Council objected 
to the latest proposal by the developers of 
Vine Lodge for remedial work on the 
fencing which affects the vision of drivers 
from Stoke Row Road entering the B481. 

Although the latest proposal for Vine 
Lodge represented an improvement to the 
sight lines along the B481 the Parish 
Council still felt, as did many local resi-
dents, that the fencing and landscaping 
along Stoke Row Road remained unac-
ceptable.  

The application, together with a separate, 
but parallel, application for the Broad-
lands portion of the site, is now back with 
SODC’s Planning and Enforcement 
Teams and we are awaiting the outcome 
of SODC’s discussions with the develop-
ers. 

bedroomed houses and some affordable 
housing, but this was not guaranteed. 

There were several members of the pub-
lic present at the meeting and a majority 
of those present expressed serious  
concerns in relation to the proposal. A 
robust discussion ensued which covered 
the highways/road safety implications, 
bus services, utilities, mains drainage 
and gas.  

Concerns were also raised about the 
rural aspect of this site and whether the 
additional houses might require street 
lighting which would not be in keeping 
with the village. There was also concern 
that development of this site would set a 
dangerous precedent for further develop-
ment along both sides of the B481. 

Elegant Homes indicated that the next 
steps would be for them to undertake 6-
12 months of surveys and assessments 
then public consultation following 
which a decision would be made on 
whether to submit a formal application. 
They indicated that they wanted to 
maintain a dialogue with villagers  
during this process. 

As far as the Parish Council is con-
cerned, the proposal could not be further 
considered until a formal application 
was presented. The council is of the 
view that we could meet our parish 
housing need through appropriate back-
fill and infill development.   

A development of this size would repre-
sent a very significant change to the 
character of the village but the potential 
windfall for the school cannot be dis-
counted. 

Now, in 2019, we have once again come 
together to give the people of Peppard a 
suitable sporting facility. 

This time around, the funds have been 
raised by a combination of public dona-
tions and grants from SODC and charities, 
supplemented by a loan from 
SODC.  Although we have sufficient 
funds (barring unforeseen disaster!) to 
complete the project, additional funds to 
purchase ‘nice to haves’ are still need-
ed.  These include a defibrillator, security 
lighting for the area outside the pavilion, 
and resurfacing of the car park. 

RPPC are very grateful to all parishioners 
who have already donated towards the 
Sports Pavilion refurbishment, including 
the 'buy a brick' initiative run by the 
Cricket Club. Anyone wishing to donate, 
or yet to give a promised contribution, 
please email Clerk@rppc.org.uk for de-
tails of how to contribute and how to 
claim a gift-aid refund for our charity. 

At the Parish Council Planning Commit-
tee on 19th November there was a short 
presentation by Sean Tanner of the Tanner 
Day Partnership and John Neville of Ele-
gant Homes relating to their proposal to 
develop the old Rotherfield Football Club 
land on the B481 near to the Greys Green 
Golf Club. A private meeting with  
Councillors had originally been sought by 
Elegant Homes but this had been declined 
and they were invited to present their 
thoughts at an open public meeting to  
ensure transparency and openness. 

Apparently, there are covenants on the 
land in favour of OCC restricting use to 
recreational purposes only. Elegant 
Homes suggested that in addition to the 
Community Infrastructure Levy normally 
payable on such developments, they 
would be prepared to pay a significant 
amount (c£500K) based on the uplift of 
the land value to have OCC lift this cove-
nant and it would be open to RPPC to 
make representations to OCC for a share 
of this windfall to assist in the building of 
a new primary school. 

The school is at full capacity: the current 
estimated cost of relocating and building 
the new school is c£3million against 
which a number of pledges have been 
made. The 2011 Parish Survey indicated 
that there were low numbers of children 
from the parish attending the school  
although this may no longer be the case - 
the catchment area extends beyond the 
parish to include Rotherfield Greys and 
Highmoor. 

Elegant Homes had had initial discussions 
with SODC and, in principle, saw a poten-
tial for the site of up to 27 houses depend-
ing on landscape and highways reports. 
The site might include some two to three 

As anyone who has recently driven past 
will know, the Sports Pavilion is in the 
throes of refurbishment.  This includes 
restoring the roof, enlarging the chang-
ing areas, introducing disabled access 
toilets, an additional shower and chang-
ing area to allow for mixed-gender 
sports teams and various environmental 
efficiency improvements, among other 
improvements.  At the end of this, the 
parish will have a Sports Pavilion fit for 
the 21st century! 

The original pavilion was built in 1952 
in tribute to locals who had fallen in the 
Second World War, to provide the peo-
ple of Peppard with a sporting facility.  

The project actually started in 1945 but 
was not allowed planning permission as 
building materials were needed for more 
pressing buildings immediately post-
1945. It was paid for entirely by local 
subscription - a true example of a com-
munity coming together.   

Our local Community Speedwatch team 
were ‘out and about’ during December. 
Sadly, it is not difficult to record motor-
ists exceeding the speed limit – the only 
issues are ’how many’ and ‘how fast’! 

TVP (Thames Valley Police) provide 
portable equipment that can be deployed 
anywhere in the village - almost all of 
which has a 30mph limit. Hot spots fo-
cused on were Gallowstree Common 
Road and Stoke Row Road: we will be 
resuming our Community Speedwatch 
exercises this month along both these and 
the B481. 

By way of a reminder, if recorded speed-
ing, motorists will receive a warning let-
ter from TVP. After three letters … it is 
three points! 
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