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Winter 2018 Remember—we’re on-line too! 

There are several local issues which may 

be of interest to you.  For example, what 

do you think of the voluntary Speedwatch 

scheme, how do you feel about the pro-

posed Third Reading Bridge? 

We have recently introduced a blog to our 

website (www.peppardnews.co.uk) called 

Village Voice. Feel free to add your com-

ments and, if you have another subject 

you would like discussed on-line, please 

use the Contact Us facility and it will be 

added. 

Please note: the blog will be monitored 

and inappropriate comments will not be 

posted. Peppard WI’s first minute book 

The Women’s Institute originated in  

Canada in 1897 spreading to the UK in 

September 1915 when its first meeting 

was held in Llanfairpwllgwyngyll on  

Anglesey, Wales. It was established to 

educate young rural women in household 

management and to encourage them to 

become involved in growing and preserv-

ing food to help increase the food 

supply of our war-torn nation.  

Education and the sharing of skills 

have always been at its heart, and 

these remain some of the principles 

today. It is a strictly non-political 

organisation. Indeed, a few years ago 

the then Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 

felt the full weight of disapproval 

when he made, what was perceived 

to be, a party political speech at the 

National annual conference. 

Since those beginnings, the WI has 

grown to become the largest 

women's voluntary organisation in 

the UK with over 212,000 members in 

over 6,300 WIs. Peppard WI was at the 

forefront of this nationwide body having 

been established on 27th February 1919 

and, amazingly, the original minute book, 

containing records of their very first meet-

ing, is held by the President, currently Mrs 

Irene Lindsay. Hence Peppard WI is or-

ganising a busy year of events to celebrate 

its centenary. 

As a body, there are three tiers: the Board 

of the National Federation of Women’s 

Institutes provides leadership for the 

organisation,  followed by 69 regional 

Federations with the individual WIs be-

low that.  Peppard WI was founded just 

one month after the Oxfordshire Federa-

tion which also celebrates its centenary 

in 1919. The Peppard branch will be 

supporting the county celebrations too. 

The biggest event for Peppard WI is a 

celebratory lunch in the Peppard War 

Memorial Hall at which Paul Clerehugh 

of Stoke Row’s Crooked Billet will pro-

vide the catering at a favourable rate – 

he is happy to support a local organisa-

tion that has been going for 100 years! 

Peppard WI is looking forward to events 

throughout this special year but one par-

ticular treat will be a trip to Denman 

College, the National Federation’s facil-

ity for education and development, situ-

ated in a beautiful Georgian property at 

Marcham Park near Abingdon. With a 

small bursary it is possible for 15 or so 

members to go along for an afternoon for 

a tour and a demonstration of some kind. 

Irene describes staying there as ‘just like 

heaven’. 

Happily, over the last year Peppard WI 

has increased the membership by 20% 

guaranteeing a continued presence in the 

village. It is led by a committee of five 

with three vacancies which Irene would 

like to see filled. It is possible to be a 

member of more than one WI, paying a 

smaller subscription to the second or sub-

sequent branch, meaning that members 

can enjoy the benefits of different, larger 

or smaller WIs with meetings in the after-

noon or evening. 

Peppard WI continues to move with the 

times and, indeed, Irene Lindsay makes 

full use of technology to communicate 

with members and, in order to ensure that 

no-one is left out, she has instituted 

‘Buddy Groups’ of  five or six mem-

bers who live near each other to share 

communication and transport. Apart 

from monthly meetings with speak-

ers, entertainment or an outing, mem-

bers meet for their Book Club and 

Poetry readings, Brew and Banter 

mornings, Bridge, Scrabble and 

Rummikub contests, run self-help 

IPad sessions and enjoy pub lunches.  

Nowadays, the need for educating 

countrywomen and encouraging them 

to grow and preserve food has all but 

died out but the Women’s Institute 

remains a valuable social and support 

network for women all over the country, 

campaigning on a wide range of social 

and environmental issues. Long may it 

continue towards 200 years! 

Time for relaxation 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Emma Turner 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 

Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 147 years. 

01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

The children were asked to help decorate 

Peppard War Memorial Hall for the  

Peppard Revels WWI Remembrance  

Dinner Dance so the children were busy 

with red and black paint! They had great 

fun and the overall effect was very good.  

We are very fortunate to have five  

students with us this term, four studying 

for their Post-Graduate Certificate of  

Education at Reading University and one 

from Henley College; they will be with us 

up to Christmas. It’s always a huge bonus 

for us to have all those extra pairs of 

hands in class but also a wonderful oppor-

tunity for them to come to a small village 

school.  

Harvest Festival was as well supported as 

ever. We took six large boxes of tinned 

goods to the Reading Food Bank. The 

boxes weighed in at 81kg which equates 

to 193 meals. All the wonderful fresh  

donations were taken to Abbeycrest Care 

Home by our choir who performed a few 

of the harvest songs from our church  

service. The residents do enjoy the enter-

tainment. In fact, our ever-popular choir 

has now been asked to sing at the FISH 

Volunteer Centre Tea Party.  

This term the School Council have re-

viewed the School Healthy Eating plan 

and have highlighted the benefits of  

having a healthy snack at break time. We 

also raised £100 for the Jeans for Genes 

charity.  

We had another busy term with trips and 

sporting events: the children have been to 

Windsor Great Park, Reading Museum, 

Henley Town Centre, the River and Row-

ing Museum and even the Didcot Waste 

Water plant! The latter being incredibly 

interesting apparently! (See Junior  

Peppard News for the children’s own ac-

counts). 

We now have to organise the Key Stage 1 

Christmas play and Christingle for the 

end of term. 

We are so pleased to announce that our 

new forest school area is now open. 

The idea of having our very own forest 

school seemed to be an unlikely dream 

with training costing over £1000.00. We 

had to fundraise hard and thankfully we 

were lucky enough to be nominated for 

the Co-Op community fund scheme and 

with the help of the community’s genero 

sity we finally booked our training earlier 

this year. 

What is forest school? The concept is that 

child-led play is massively important to 

all areas of development and allows chil-

dren to take control of their own educa-

tion. Each child is able to learn through 

their own interests, ideas and mistakes in 

a way that is interesting to them as an 

individual. Forest school promotes risky 

play which encourages children to assess 

risk themselves. They are then able to test 

their ideas, make their own mistakes, 

learn from them and move on, enabling 

the children to become resilient and confi-

dent individuals.  

A big thank you to one of our Pre-School 

parents, Lee Chalk, for all his hard work 

not only moving play equipment but also 

building a fence, enabling us to create a 

safe area for the children to enjoy.  

There are still spaces available at our Pre-

School, if you would like to come and 

visit us and look at our forest school 

please call me on 0118 972 4760 

 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For All Your Property Maintenance Requirements 

Decorating inside and out. Carpentry - incl. door hanging & easing 
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal. Plumbing: leaking taps etc. 

Hedge Cutting & Patios Maintenance 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

This term started with lots of new faces 

and the return of some old ones. Our role 

play area has so far been turned into a 

shoe shop, a pig’s house and a bridge 

with a troll hiding underneath it, to tie in 

with our Traditional Tales theme. This 

half term we are looking at ‘People who 

help us’ and we are learning all about 

our wonderful Fire Service. Wargrave 

Fire Station kindly agreed to send out a 

real fire engine and crew to meet the 

children and talk to them about what 

they do. We had a chance to wear their 

gloves and helmets, as well as sit in the 

cab, use the hose and sound the siren. It 

was all very exciting and a huge thank 

you goes to the team for taking the time 

to visit us. When we move on to Medical 

Staff we will have a nurse coming in to 

wrap us up in bandages!  

The children enjoy Mini Trailblazers 

with Sam, French and Music with Chez 

and cooking with Mrs Bun and Serane 

every week, along with all the other ac-

tivities on offer. We have had a wooden 

obstacle course erected in our garden 

area which was kindly paid for by the 

Leavers of Summer 2018.  

We are looking forward to Christmas 

and performing our Nativity play. Our 

‘Babes in the Woods’ sessions on Mon-

day, Wednesday and Friday mornings 

continue to be popular and we have 

added an outdoor session on a Monday.  

We still have a few spaces left at the nurs-

ery for this academic year so if your child 

is two or over and you would like to come 

along and see what we do, please give us 

a call on 01491 642162 or email me on 

gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk. 

 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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Our Young Achievers 
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Isaac Peach, aged 12 and his sister Mar-

tha, aged 10, have lived in Peppard with 

their mum and dad for the past seven 

years. They are a public spirited pair and 

during their summer holidays they de-

cided to make a collection of basic food 

stuffs and other items for people less for-

tunate than themselves. They had heard 

about the Woodley Food Bank and set 

about involving their neighbours in a col-

lection to boost the stocks there. They 

explained that while people think of giv-

ing food at Christmastime for those with 

limited means, it is actually the summer-

time when people's needs can be greater. I 

wondered why and Isaac and Martha 

clearly explained that some people who 

regularly give to the Food Bank are away 

on holiday so fewer items are given and 

families whose children get free school 

meals can struggle to feed their children 

during the holidays.  

Isaac had assumed that the food and other 

items were needed by homeless people but 

has learned that even some working peo-

ple can have little money left for food 

towards the end of the month once they 

have paid their rent or mortgage and 

other essential living costs. The children 

photocopied a leaflet from the Food 

Bank asking for donations of various 

tinned food, tea, coffee, rice, cereals and 

long-life milk as well as toiletries. They 

posted the leaflets through letterboxes in 

the village. The leaflet asked for some 

items from the list to be placed anony-

mously in a box which they left on the 

grass verge outside their house. That 

way the family would not be disturbed 

and no one would be embarrassed if 

they could only afford a very modest 

donation. They drew different posters 

which they laminated and attached to 

the hedge above the box and checked 

the box regularly adding anything do-

nated to their steadily growing pile of 

goods. Over a two week period Isaac 

and Martha reckon about three-quarters 

of their neighbours responded and they 

collected about 40 different items which 

were gratefully received.  

Encouraged by the success of their ven-

ture the children are already planning to 

make it a bigger event next summer by 

involving their friends' and neighbours' 

children so the collection can be made 

over a wider area and therefore more 

can be collected. Well done Isaac and 

Martha! We look forward to reporting 

on next summer's collection. 

Under-15 Daniel Watts has been named 

Berkshire League Young Player of the 

Year following a breakthrough 2018 

campaign. He scored 224 runs in adult 

league cricket, including his maiden half 

century for the 3rd XI against West 

Reading 3rd XI in July. The following 

weekend he made an outstanding 85 for 

the 2nd XI against a strong Twyford and 

Ruscombe attack, and shared a third-

wicket partnership of 150 with his father 

Andy, the club's Director of Junior cricket 

and the Berkshire Cricket League's all-

time top run-scorer.  

In all cricket for Peppard Stoke Row, 

Daniel scored 624 runs, including half 

centuries for the Sunday Maharajahs and 

Under 15s; took seven wickets and snaf-

fled 21 fielding dismissals. At the 

Harpsden six-a-side he was named Pep-

pard Stoke Row Most Valuable Player in 

a side containing three Home Counties 

Premier League players. Daniel and his 

fellow U15, Owen Simmons, shared the 

club's Oratory School Young Player of the 

Year at Peppard Stoke Row's end-of-

season dinner, as much for their excellent 

attitude as their performances. They were 

both part of an extremely talented U15 

side which finished runners-up to Royal 

Ascot in the County Cup, and also won 

the West Division of the Berkshire Youth 

League, while going unbeaten. PSR 1st XI 

captain, Rich Ashton, paid tribute to Watts 

and believes he can have a bright future. 

‘Daniel has had an excellent summer and 

has shown a maturity beyond his tender 

years – some have suggested he is more 

mature than his father! I was especially 

impressed by his efforts at Harpsden and 

hopefully he will go from strength-to-

strength in the years to come.’ 

Dan Watts (in the middle) 

Isaac and Martha Peach 
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Our Young Achievers, cont’d 

We have decided to feature a group of 

young achievers for their contribution to a 

charity. Four girls, Eden, Freya, Izzy and 

Maddie, all decided to contribute to the 

Little Princess Charity.  

This is a charity that provides wigs for 

children who have lost their hair due to 

illness. Each of these girls had their long 

hair cut off and donated it to this charity 

so that more wigs can be made. Each  

donation has to be more than 30cm in 

length. This is more than just a trim! Well 

done to all of them for supporting such a 

good cause. 

Oliver White is in Year 5 at Peppard 

School. He has been studying karate for 

five years having started at the age of four 

at an after school club. 

From left: Isabel Swanwick, Freya Wall,  

Maddie Cubberley and Eden Kent 

Oliver White 

Oliver studies with Sensei Jazz Mclearie 

at the Yudan Shakarate Club. His great-

est achievement so far is getting the 

shield for the most up and coming stu-

dent last year after representing his club 

at the Southern Regionals. He trains 

twice a week for an hour. He loves 

training and particularly likes the 

upper cut. He said this is where ‘you 

have your fist on your elbow and you 

push upwards.’ 

As part of the training Oliver has 

been through many gradings where 

he had to perform his karate se-

quences of moves in front of Sensei 

Bob. He has achieved his purple belt 

with white stripe. He explained the 

belt system, you start on a white belt 

and progress through orange, red, 

yellow, green, purple, purple stripe, 

brown, brown one stripe, brown two 

stripes and finally black. Oliver is 

working towards his brown belt now. 

Oliver loves karate and would rec-

ommend it to everyone because it is 

fun and it encourages self-discipline. 

Oli represented his club at the South-

ern Regionals. 

Lilli Biggin and Charlotte Jones, 

aged 14, have been the best of 

friends since they first met as five 

year olds at Peppard Primary School. 

Lilli had been one of our Junior Edi-

tors on the Peppard News Team so it 

was great for me to catch up with her 

again.  

The girls are now at different secondary 

schools but still have a close bond and 

both decided to work towards a Duke of 

Edinburgh Bronze Award. To gain the 

award the candidates have to prove that 

they have done three months each of a 

physical activity, a skilled activity and 

volunteering. They then continue with 

one of their chosen activities for a fur-

ther three months.  

Additionally the candidates have to go 

on an expedition involving two days and 

an overnight stay. Both girls chose 

swimming for their physical activity. 

Charlotte doing synchronised swimming 

and Lilli getting up at 04:30 once a 

week to swim for an hour and a half. Sing-

ing was Charlotte's skill and Lilli worked 

for her Junior Sports Leader Award. For 

their volunteering the girls decided to help 

look after the churchyard and church at 

All Saints’.  

Most of their work involved gardening, 

something the girls knew little about be-

fore they started. Lilli told me she had not 

appreciated how much work goes into 

keeping the churchyard tidy. The girls met 

Ian Fraser, who looks after the church-

yard, once a week for an hour and worked 

under his instruction. Lilli and Charlotte 

undertook weeding, planting, dead head-

ing the flowers, watering, raking up dead 

leaves and sticks, sieving stones, turning a 

compost heap, removing moss from 

gravestones, cleaning the bird bath and 

removing bamboo canes. Inside the 

church they polished the brass and sorted 

out the children's toys.  

Although horticulture may not be on the 

girls' lists of career ideas, they said they 

loved working with Ian and have learnt a 

lot of things they previously knew nothing 

about. They are very grateful to him for 

the opportunity to do the physical part 

towards gaining their Duke of Edinburgh 

Bronze Awards under his supervision and 

would recommend it to anyone else under-

taking the award.  

They have now completed all required of 

them to gain their awards and the experi-

ence has made both girls determined to 

work for their silver awards. 

Charlotte Jones (left) and Lilli Biggin 
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Parish Council 
Chairman: Jeni Wood 

Tel: 01491 392059 

e-mail: jeni@barjen.co.uk 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 

Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Charles Bailey 

Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk 
& David Nimmo-Smith 

David.Nimmo-Smith@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 

07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 

meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30 

in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 

Diary for dates and times. 

Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets, 
Events, Product Pack shots, Food. 

Mobile studio can come to you 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk   07958 

South Oxfordshire District Council now 

has £145,000 available for local groups 

doing building work or making major 

improvements. To find out more and to 

apply see the SODC website 

(www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-

advice/community-advice-and-support/

grants-and-community-loans).  

Used cooking oil can now be put out for 

collection with your weekly food waste 

either in a one litre or smaller plastic bot-

tle or in your food waste caddy.  

There will be free parking in council 

owned car parks in Henley every Tuesday 

from 4th December and every Thursday in 

Wallingford from 6th December. 

A total of £2,247 was raised for our lo-

cal community First Responders when a 

small team put on a jacket potato lunch 

in Sonning Common Village Hall to 

raise funds for this valuable service run 

entirely by volunteers. 72 people sat 

down to a light lunch followed by fresh 

fruit, tea and coffee. First Responders 

Chris Brook and Sue Abbott gave a talk 

and demonstration of their equipment, in 

particular their recently purchased emer-

gency lifting cushion which was bought 

by locally raised funds. So a big 'thank 

you' to all who came to the lunch, 

bought raffle tickets and items from Pe-

ter Rickards’ wood turning stall and, in 

particular, the donors of substantial 

sums which really boosted the final 

Nominations are now open for the 2019 

Sue Ryder Southern Women of Achieve-

ment Awards! Fern Haynes, Interim Head 

of Fundraising at Sue Ryder, comments: 

‘These awards honour the accomplish-

ments of extraordinary women. The event 

also raises vital funds for Sue Ryder, so 

please do support us by nominating – we 

all know someone who is deserving of 

recognition.’ Nominations close on Friday 

21st December so get yours in as early as 

possible! www.sueryder.org/swoa 

As well as our Festive Fundraising An-

nual Christmas Sale, we will also be sell-

ing our wares at the Sonning Common WI 

Coffee Morning Christmas Event on 

Wednesday 5th December. The charity 

will close from 24th December, reopening 

on 2nd January 2019. 

Last winter, £5097 was donated by gener-

ous pensioners to local families who 

would otherwise struggle to pay their  

winter bills. The Henley Lions are once 

again organising a collection with the 

benefactors being people in need that have 

been identified by NOMAD or the Citi-

zen’s Advice Bureau.  If you feel that you 

can afford to donate some or all of your 

Government Winter Fuel Allowance, then 

see www.henleylions.org.uk (click on 

Donate and please identify your donation 

as Winter Fuel Project) or phone 0845 833 

7387 or e-mail donatehenleylions.org.uk 

for information. 

A message of thanks to all of Oxford-

shire's volunteers. In the county there is 

one volunteer for every 289 people and 

around 4,500 voluntary and community 

organisations across Oxfordshire -  

significantly higher than the national 

average. Apart from the great benefit to 

communities, volunteering is also a great 

way for the individual to make new 

friends, do something different, add a 

fresh routine to life, increase self-esteem 

and improve social connections. There 

are volunteering opportunities for every-

one. To get involved contact 

naomi.slade@oxfordshire.gov.uk,  

tel 07584481222 or see 

www.OxonVolunteers.org. 

After a shaky start due to malfunctioning 

equipment, the Community Speedwatch 

team has now reconvened and will be out 

and about on local roads on a regular 

basis. Details of speeding drivers are 

passed on to the police who may take 

further action. 

amount raised. Sums such as this really 

demonstrate how much we value the ser-

vices of these dedicated volunteers. 

We apologise for any omitted articles. 

These can be seen on our website. 

mailto:jeni@barjen.co.uk
mailto:Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk
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Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

In the October half term this year I was 

lucky enough to take part in a hockey and 

rugby tour to Lake Garda in Italy organ-

ised by Gillotts School. I went with 34 

classmates and four teachers and I can 

honestly say it was one of the best weeks 

of my life. 

I am extremely passionate about hockey, 

and from the moment we were first told 

about the possibility of our school running 

a sports tour, I knew that this was some-

thing I really wanted to do. I knew that I 

would have to come up with a scheme to 

save the money, and first of all I applied to 

the Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust. 

They were kind enough to help me out 

with a substantial contribution, which mo-

tivated me to believe that I could raise the 

remainder myself – it was going to take a 

lot of hard work and determination, but I 

knew I could make it happen.  

At the time my only source of income 

came from doing odd jobs for my parents, 

so I knew that I would need to find some 

proper paid work. I began babysitting at 

the weekends and was lucky to find a fam-

ily who needed me regularly. It was at this 

time that my savings began to build up. I 

also became an official coach at my 

hockey club rather than a volunteer as I 

had been the previous year and this gener-

ated a steady and reliable weekly income. 

A year later I had fully paid off the trip 

and it was almost time to go.  

Everyone was very excited as we have a 

very sporty year group and this was the 

first time the school would be running a 

sports tour. It was all my friends and I 

could talk about in the weeks leading up to 

the trip. After an early start on the Monday 

of half term and a long day of travel, we 

were finally winding our way up a 

mountain to the hotel. The views were 

absolutely stunning, some of the best I 

have ever seen, and I felt an overwhelm-

ing sense of happiness to be there on 

that trip with all my friends and some of 

my favourite teachers.  

Both teams had two training sessions 

and two matches during the week, as 

well as recovery sessions led by one of 

the teachers in the pool at the hotel. We 

were fortunate enough to watch the boys 

play rugby and they also watched one of 

our matches. This was great as it meant 

we had supporters to cheer us on, de-

spite the fact that we were playing in a 

different country. The atmosphere on 

the coach journeys back from the fix-

tures was always very joyous as be-

tween us we won all our matches. I was 

genuinely impressed by the standard of 

the boys as well as my own team and 

was extremely proud of everyone.  

In between training and fixtures we 

were lucky enough to enjoy excursions 

to local towns on the lake, as well as a 

boat trip and a visit to Milan on the last 

day before we headed to the airport. 

These excursions gave us a taste of  

Italian culture and it was wonderful to 

have the opportunity to explore this 

beautiful part of the world. All in all I 

had an outstanding time and made 

memories I will never forget. I am very 

glad that I made the decision to save up 

for this trip and will spend my hard-

earned money just as wisely in the fu-

ture. I am extremely grateful to my 

school for organising this tour and also 

to the Rotherfield Peppard Educational 

Trust for their assistance, as this amaz-

ing experience would not have been 

possible without them.  

Lulu and friends exploring 

For the Armistice celebrations the Trus-

trees organised a very enjoyable Tea 

Party in the Peppard War Memorial Hall 

to commemorate the end of the Great 

War; the Revels also did an excellent 

job in organising several events in the 

hall over the course of the whole week-

end. Thanks go to all the volunteers who 

made it all possible. 

As mentioned previously, Ru Butler of 

Peppard Building Supplies became our 

first Patron this year. To commemorate 

the hall being built in memory of the local 

soldiers who never returned and the fact 

that it was built by his great grandfather in 

1921 nearly 100 years ago, Ru and his 

brother Nick, both directors of Peppard 

Building Supplies, have kindly donated a 

defibrillator to be located at the hall. A 

suitable plaque mentioning this link up in 

history will also be put in place. The  

Chiltern Edge Community Association 

Fund kindly gave the hall a contribution 

for the casing. Once installed on the out-

side of the hall, this will be available for 

the general public to use when required. 

We shall soon be thinking about Christ-

mas decorations for the hall which can be 

enjoyed by the people attending the many 

parties booked at the hall leading up to 

Christmas. On behalf of the Trustees, 

thank you to all who have used the hall 

this year and we wish you all a Very 

Happy Christmas and Peaceful New year.  

Thank you to all that came to our Tea 

Party and helped to make it a very suc-

cessful and friendly occasion. Our cele-

bratory cake was cut by Mrs Mollie 

Walker who will be 110 years young early 

in 2019. Thank you Mrs Walker. 
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Junior Peppard News 
Welcome readers to the Junior Peppard News Winter edition. This has been a great academic year so far and I look forward to the 
year ahead. And while we are looking forward we’d like to wish everyone a peaceful and happy Christmas. 

Kieran Larking prepares for Santa Claus 

On Thursday 11th October we went to Lantern Evening. This is an evening of fun and games held at school. My favourite stall was dip-
your-face-in-the-flour and shoot-the-eyeball (pretend eyeball) with the water pistol. 

It started raining so everything got wet. The traditional lantern parade got cancelled, it was a bit rubbish that it rained. I went inside and 
helped on the face painting stall with my mum and other people. 

On Monday we got to find out the winners of the paper plate competition – it was Bear, Freya Wall, Amilie and Esme. 

Thank you FOPS for a great evening! 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

  Implants 

  Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common  Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626  Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

Greys Class have been on two school trips so far this year. 

The first one was to Windsor Great Park to learn about trees. We met an old 
oak tree called Old Gnarly. We learnt that an oak tree can live over 500 
years. WOW! After that we counted rings in a tree trunk to see how old it 
was and in our group there were 30 rings. If the rings were fat it meant there 
was more sunlight in that year and if the rings were thin there was more rain. 

Our second trip was to Sutton Courtenay to learn about seasons. We hid 
conkers like squirrels do and tried to find them again. Some people found 
them, some did not. We made cosy nest for dormice in our groups. 

Both trips were great fun. 

On Tuesday 25th September Highmore Class went to the River 
and Rowing Museum. We were looking at bridges and rivers. The 
bridge that we were looking at was Henley Bridge and we looked 
at the bits in the middle: the keystones. One side has an image of 
Isis and the other side is Thamesis and we realised that’s what 
keeps the bridge up and together. So it’s strong. Then we went 
and drew all of Henley Bridge 

When we went back up to the museum, we were given a plate 
with coins on which we could use to buy supplies to build bridges 
with. Then we had to build our bridge and test how much weight it 
could take until is dropped. 

It was a lovely day! 

In September we went on our Year 6 residential trip to St David’s in 
Wales. After a long journey there in our school minibus I couldn’t 
wait to begin. I wanted to do everything! 

We spent five days in Wales and every day was packed. We did sea 
kayaking, coasteering, abseiling, climbing and much, much more.  

Our third day there was just amazing. First activity; coastal walk! It 
was beautiful and we saw so many seals. They were so sweet and 
we watched one little baby seal try to waddle down to the water. Its 
mother came back to it and fed it. 

After that we went to Pembroke Castle. We learned how difficult it 
was to force a way in and how many archer slits were part of the 
castle defences. We also heard how they used pressurised lime-
stone as effective hand grenades! 

All in all, this was a great trip. As we waved goodbye, our hearts 
were heavy. We were all wishing we could’ve stayed longer. 

Highmoor Class drawing Henley Bridge 

Greys Class at Sutton Courtenay 

Year 6 at Pembroke Castle 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

 Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
 Full and part-time places 
 Fully government funded sessions available 
 Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions 

 Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

 Three mornings sessions per week 

 Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

 Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837 
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This school year we have welcomed three new teachers to our school. Mrs Claridge is one of the Year 3 & 4 class teachers. Madame 
Sauvage is the new KS2 French teacher and Mrs Cleall is our new teaching assistant. I wanted to find out a little more about them, so I 
interviewed them all so that I could do just this. 

Mrs Claridge told me that she chose Peppard Primary because the school has a lovely, friendly atmosphere and is different to the other 
schools that she has taught in before as it is much smaller. The children are her favourite thing about the school and if she had to choose 
the subject that she enjoys teaching most, it is literacy. 

Madame Sauvage also loves the friendly feel of the school. She said that without a shadow of a doubt the children are the best thing so 
far. 

Mrs Cleall really enjoyed school when she was younger, which is one of the reasons why she decided to become a teaching assistant. 
Her favourite subject is Science and she loves going on school trips, especially if they are by the coast. 

We are sure these new teachers will help our school to continue to flourish. 

At the beginning of the school year, 16 children excitedly became the new Year 6s and the oldest children in the school. I talked to some 
of them about how they feel about this year and their responsibilities as the top of the school.  

Anna says that she loves being a role model for the younger children. Jonty said ‘I love being the oldest in the school.’ In Year 6 the chil-
dren become big buddies and take care of the new starters in Foundation. Maddie says she enjoys having the responsibilities of being a 
Year 6, especially looking after the little ones.  

I hope the Year 6s are enjoying their final year in primary school and I hope that there are more fun events coming up for them soon. 

As the new year starts and a new group of chil-
dren become the Year 6s, we have new team 
captains. This year’s captains are Ben, Leigh, Zoe 
and myself. To be a team captain you have to be 
responsible. Your job includes helping to run 
sports day, sorting out the play equipment at 
break times and leading your team in creative 
activities. Recently we created poppies for a Re-
membrance display. I’m really looking forward to 
other opportunities to help the school and I know 
that the other team captains are excited too. 

It is the start of a new school year, so of course we have welcomed our new buddies into school. I have talked to our new starters and 
their big buddies to see how they are settling into the new school and their new responsibilities. 

We interviewed Eden and her little buddy Ruby. Eden said that she looks after Ruby and helps her with any disagreements in school life. 
Eden says that Ruby is “happy, kind, fun and 
cheeky!” Ruby said that her big buddy is “good fun, 
helpful, happy and kind.” Eden says that they play 
chase and fishermen at break times. 

Anna and Leigh told us that their big buddy respon-
sibilities were to make sure the new starters are ok 
and happy, to help take care of them and be a 
good friend. Lucas told us that his big buddy Ben is 
very helpful and kind. Ben loves playing with Lu-
cas, he said that “he’s got a good imagination and 
he’s very interactive.” 

It’s great to see the new starters settling in so well. 
We’re sure that the big buddies will help them 
make the most of their first year in school. 

 

Four pairs of Buddies 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk


Our Village cont’d 
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Throughout the past 66 years, each  

cricketer playing at Peppard will have 

passed beneath a memorial with the names 

of the 18 Peppard men inscribed who lost 

their lives during WWII; in whose mem-

ory the pavilion was built in 1952. It’s 

likely that many players will not notice the 

memorial. Blended into the fabric of the 

building, the names no longer stir memo-

ries and do not provide prompts into the 

lives of the men, which is vital to help and 

encourage future generations to remember 

those who went before them. As part of 

plans to rebuild the pavilion in 2019, we 

have been exploring the stories of those 18 

men. We also hope to find out more about 

the lives of those who served and survived 

the war. Based on Parish Magazines from 

1939 to 1945, we have drawn up a list of 

over 130 men and women who were re-

corded to have served during the conflict.  

Information found to date includes the 

names of four men with links to the area 

who died but are not on the memorial: 

they are Arthur James Saunders, Sydney 

Pryke, Richard Edward Christmas and 

Cyril Aubrey Clayton.  

Harry Burr, Frederick Hutchings, Leslie 

Austin, William Wise, Stanley Harris and 

James May were all reported to have been 

wounded during fighting and Joe Bowles, 

Cecil Farr, Sidney Dolphin, Reginald Her-

mon, Arthur Smith, George Waite, Cyril 

Humphreys and Charles Bowles were 

taken prisoners of war. A full list of names 

from the Parish Magazines, history of how 

the pavilion came to be built, and informa-

tion on the lives of the 18 on the memorial 

can be found on the cricket club website at 

www.peppardstokerow.play-cricket.com/

website/articles/21914 and /articles/21473. 

We would love to hear from you if you 

served or know someone that did. You can 

contact me: call 07876 228486 or  

e-mail James.Hern@gmail.com. 

Come and visit us at the Festive Fund-

raising event 28th-30th November, 10:00-

16:00 each day.  Our glasshouse will be 

decorated and we’ll be making Christ-

mas wreaths to order, selling winter bed-

ding and a beautiful new range of hand-

made tote, shoulder and shopping bags, 

Christmas stockings and heat packs. 

There will be a big Tombola, with lots 

of prizes, and a first for us, we have 

been given a licence to run our first pub-

lic raffle – ‘50th Anniversary Draw’; 

tickets are a £1 each and there are lots of 

wonderful prizes, including a case of 

wine or a weekend night stay for two at 

a UK Penta Hotel.  Refreshments and 

homemade mince, at a small charge, will 

be available throughout each day.  

Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment 

(TOE2) and Network Rail have awarded 

grants totalling £31,600 to Nettlebed & 

District Commons Conservators (NDCC) 

for conservation projects on Peppard, 

Kingwood and Nettlebed Commons. This 

will comprise opening up selected areas of 

secondary woodland to create rides and 

glades, and clearing overgrown woodland.  

Network Rail launched its initiative under 

the Greater West Programme, to compen-

sate for biodiversity losses on railway 

electrification schemes. In addition, TOE2 

secured supplementary funding through 

SODC to ensure our projects were fully 

funded. NDCC’s application also greatly 

benefitted from support by Nettlebed Es-

tate, the Parish Councils of Rotherfield 

Peppard and Nettlebed, the Chiltern Soci-

ety, and Chilterns Conservation Board. 

The award, a wonderful boost to our con-

servation efforts, is strictly dedicated to 

the projects defined in our funding appli-

cation and cannot be reassigned to routine 

operating expenditures. 

Our volunteers will be assisting on the 

funded projects. If you have time, please 

also help us to conserve our commons: 

contact our Clerk, clerk@nettlebed-

commons.org. 

 

Our programme of walks will take a short 

break over Christmas: there will be no 

walks between Saturday 15th December 

and Tuesday 1st January (inclusive) We 

aim to have two trained volunteer leaders 

on every walk, one to lead the way, and 

the other to bring up the rear to ensure no-

one gets lost. In the event of really bad 

weather (heavy rain/strong wind/snow) 

the walks may be cancelled – but it has to 

be quite bad for that to happen!  

Sunday evening 11th November, stand-

ing on Peppard Common watching the 

many, many lit torches and candles 

emerge out of the darkness, carried by 

those coming to see the lighting of the 

beacon was a perfect ending to the  

Peppard Remembers weekend.   

Earlier in the afternoon an exhibition at 

Peppard War Memorial Hall detailed the 

stories of the men from Peppard who 

died during the war and displayed some 

poetry of the period. 

The weekend all started on Friday eve-

ning with a Revels Film night showing A 

Testament of Youth.  Just under 100 

guests were served Cornish pasties fol-

lowed by parkin and custard.  

By 19:00 Saturday evening the marquee 

and hall were transformed into a 1910’s 

experience: 175 guests arrived dressed in 

theme, were served a choice of curry by 

retired Gurkhas and danced to swing and 

jazz. 

The Revels thank everyone who helped. 
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Where Are They Now? 

A much-loved annual event, Lights of 

Love is an opportunity for you to gather 

with friends and family at the Sue Ryder 

Nettlebed home as we remember your 

loved ones this Christmas. This year's 

event will be held on 6th December, 18:00-

20:00, at Nettlebed Village Hall, although 

parking will be available at RG9 5DF and 

our volunteers with lanterns will guide 

you through to the Hall. Afterwards we 

invite you to remain for refreshments and 

further carols, as well as a chance to make 

a dedication to your loved ones.  

The event is free to attend and is open to 

all. All donations will help our Sue Ryder 

Care Hub continue providing care for lo-

cal families. To request a dedication can-

dle or for further details, please contact the 

fundraising team on 01491 641384 ext 

246 or email southoxford-

shire.fundraising@sueryder.org. 

  

We will be singing Carols For All on Sat-

urday 8th December at 16:00 in Sonning 

Common Village Hall. Tickets are free 

and available from Occasions, Wood 

Lane, Sonning Common. There will be 

sherry and mince pies to follow the carols 

and a retiring collection for local charities/

groups. More information from  

margaret.moola@btinternet.com. 

Timetables are available from the library, 

the Health Centre and the Herb Farm, or 

on the website at 

www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/

timetable.  

We’re having a Christmas story and craft 

session for under-10s on Saturday 15th 

December. Christmas/New Year library 

opening times: 24th/25th/26th  December, 

closed; 27th / 28th December, open 09:00 – 

13:00; 14:00 – 17:00; Saturday 29th De-

cember, open 09:30 – 12:30 (Storytime as 

usual at 10:00); ; Monday 31st December, 

open 14:00 – 17:00. Back to normal on 

Wednesday 2nd January 2019. 

For any queries call: 0118 972 2448. 

Wendy and her husband, Peter, married 

in All Saints' Church, and came to live in 

Church Lane fifty years ago. Originally 

from Sonning Common where her 

grandparents had settled in the 1920's, 

Wendy attended Highlands School in the 

late 40's/early 50's. Sadly the school 

closed in 1993. 

It was a liberal school with a broad-

based curriculum and the motto I am, I 

can, I ought, I will; Wendy is a living 

embodiment of that ethos. She feels her 

whole education, with its firm founda-

tion at Highlands School, was the great-

est formative influence of her life. 

Wendy still has a treasured collection of 

her notebooks, particularly her nature 

notebook with beautiful drawings of 

wild flowers, observations and poetry. A 

feature of the school was the frequent 

nature walks on Peppard Common. 

There were also lessons in Picture Study 

which have influenced her ever since: 

the children studied a painting, then de-

scribed and drew it. From this Wendy 

developed a huge interest in drawing and 

painting reinforced by a very genuine 

talent. Indeed drawing and painting play 

a large part in Wendy's life even today. 

From there, Wendy went on to St.  

Joseph's Convent in Reading. It was a 

big adventure to go off on the bus to 

Reading. It was there that Wendy had to 

make a choice between her strong lean-

ings towards the Arts to study Sciences. 

It was those nature walks that engen-

dered an interest in botany and eventu-

ally she chose Zoology and Botany as 

her degree subjects when she was ac-

cepted at the University of Bristol. 

At St. Joseph's she studied Biology, and 

during her sixth form she assisted in 

teaching the younger pupils. This set her 

future course for her life in teaching. 

Another favoured subject was Spanish, 

and from those early days studying at St. 

Joseph's, along with a school trip to Ma-

drid during Holy Week, came a lifelong 

love affair with Spain. After graduation 

Wendy joined the teaching staff at St. 

Joseph's where she became friends with 

the Spanish teacher, who encouraged her 

to teach evening classes in Spanish at 

Chiltern Edge. This teacher eventually 

retired to Spain but, many years later, 

Wendy managed to track her down and 

they remained friends. For a short time, 

she also taught Biology at Gillotts School. 

A student at Bristol just before the 1960's 

social revolution and although not in-

volved in politics, Wendy clearly remem-

bers the Bay of Pigs crisis in 1961. She 

grew up in the rock and roll era, but she 

loved jazz in all its guises. Whilst there 

she maintained her interest in drawing and 

painting and kept up with her Spanish. 

Wendy and Peter have a son and daughter 

who both went to Peppard Primary 

School. They are both now married and 

each have two children. Her son lives 

nearby and her daughter lives in York-

shire. Wendy was a school governor for 

10 years, and also a member of FOPS. 

Although she loved teaching, she decided 

to retire early and after many years of 

visiting Spain she and Peter bought an old 

village house on the southern coast in 

Almeria. It was a roofless ruin and they 

set-to to completely renovate it and turn it 

into a family getaway. Gluttons for pun-

ishment, after a few happy years there 

they sold it and repeated the process, reno-

vating an old abandoned cortijo (farm 

building) surrounded by plenty of land in 

the sierras north of Seville. A local farmer 

used the land for his sheep, pigs and 

chickens, and in return Wendy and Peter 

enjoyed the benefits of fruit and olive 

trees. It was a wonderful experience of 

Spanish rural life and traditions. The time 

eventually came when the travel and up-

keep of the property became too much, 

and with much sadness, they sold it but 

they still return to Spain to visit friends. 

Since childhood Wendy has been a mem-

ber of the congregation of All Saints' 

Church and carries out various duties 

there. She has also been involved with the 

Peppard Revels since it's inauguration. 

Her great interest in botany manifests it-

self in her painting; she also enjoys paint-

ing animal portraits and local scenes.  

Wendy believes that her early education 

had the biggest influence on every aspect 

of her life, and it was where she formed 

her lifelong love of the natural world, art 

and Spain.  

 



Clubs and Societies 

Page 12 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-

fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 

others who may wish to apply, please call: 

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245) 

Most of you will be familiar with the  

Maharajah's Well in Stoke Row. During 

our 20th anniversary year we’ve been help-

ing tidy up the cherry orchard alongside. 

The orchard was planted and included the 

well which was financed by the Mahara-

jah of Benares in return for a Stoke Row 

man’s help in sinking a well in his home 

village in India. The well is over 360 feet 

deep and in addition to the cherry orchard 

(which provided an income for maintain-

ing the well), a well keeper’s cottage was 

also built. The orchard has become in-

vaded by scrub over the years and we 

have been clearing a large amount of 

bramble and other material. The bramble 

is being burnt and the corner of the or-

chard tidied up so that people can sit on 

the seat outside at the corner of the lane. 

We’re also dealing with the edge of the 

pond. So, if you’re passing go in and have 

a look. 

It has been a couple of years since the 

Peppard Flat Earth Society has published 

a report for Peppard News; the good news 

for some is that we are still functioning 

albeit in a much slower version of in the 

past. All members are still present in 

some form, physically speaking, and still 

managing to stagger up to the Red Lion 

on a Friday evening, taking with us the 

results of spare part surgery. The average 

age of the group is now over 80.  

We moved back at our usual location of 

the youth wing at Maiden Erlegh Chiltern 

Edge School on 5th November. Young 

people from all areas are welcome and we 

have a wide range of activities including: 

baking, crafts, games and online safety 

sessions. Trips planned before Christmas 

are to Red Kangaroo Trampoline Park 

and Midnight Ice Skating in Oxford. We 

will now have the Sports Hall back and 

will be using the swegways and playing 

football, basketball and dodgeball.  

We look forward to seeing Years 9-11 

on Tuesday evening (19:00-21:00) and 

Years 6-8 on Wednesday evenings 

(18:30-20:30). For more information 

follow our Facebook Page 

at www.facebook.com/

sonningcommonyouthcentre 

I am pleased to report that after a won-

derful summer,our two courts are in ex-

cellent condition and ready to be used 

over the winter months. 

Despite the dark evenings and short days 

there is plenty of time during daylight 

hours to keep fit and have fun by playing 

tennis. 

Located between Gallowstree Common 

and Peppard crossroads we are a local 

club set up ideally for beginners and 

young families or for people to play in a 

casual and informal environment. 

Interested? Want to find out more about 

our club? If so please visit our website at 

www.sonningcommontennisclub.org 

Sam Fooks was named Peppard Stoke 

Row 1st XI Players’ Player of the Year 

at the recent club’s annual awards night, 

while Ian and Janet Halliday were the 

joint winners of the Clubman of the 

Year trophy. Many others were heralded 

on a fun October evening, with around 

50 guests attending. 

Roll of Honour: 1st XI Players' Player of 

the Year – Sam Fooks; 1st XI Batsman of 

the Year – Dan Hayden; 1st XI Bowler of 

the Year – Scott Harris; 2nd XI Players' 

Player of the Year – Gerry Bacon 

2nd XI Batsman of the Year – Gerry Ba-

con; 2nd XI Bowler of the Year – Roy 

Hayden; 3rd XI Players' Player of the Year 

– Owen Simmons; 3rd XI Batsman of the 

Year – Hugh Asquith; Sunday Unicorns 

Player of the Year – Satheech Elagana-

than; Sunday Maharajahs Player of the 

Year – Manik Nath; Midweek XI Player – 

Richard Ashton; Oratory School Young 

Player of the Year – Owen Simmons and 

Daniel Watts (shared); Most Improved 

Player – Michael Chard 

Dion Samspon Trophy (most ducks) – 

Tom Brown; Century Tankards – Dan 

Hayden (double century), Nick Sedgwick, 

Jamie Sharrock, Chris Humphreys. 

Maiden Five-Wicket Trophies – Sam 

Fooks, Roy Hayden, Ian Jackson, David 

Williams, Olly Nicholson, Archie Mal-

colm. Six Wicket-keeping Dismissals in 

one game – Gerry Bacon 

Clubman of the Year – Ian and Janet Hal-

liday (shared) 

The 2018/19 Reading Table Tennis 

League season is underway with Sonning 

Common & Peppard now the 2nd biggest 

club in the Reading /Henley area with 

seven teams entered this season.  

The A, B and C teams are all in the top 

division with the A team currently in 3rd 

place and both the B and C teams having 

made encouraging starts with both in mid-

table. The D team are in Division 2 and 

despite winning their first match they are 

now languishing near the foot of the table 

in what is a tight division. The E team are 

also near the bottom of Division 3 but 
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Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 

19th December. Next year's dates: Janu-

ary 16th, February 20th, March 20th. Wel-

come to all new members, hope to see 

you again in the coming months. Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year to all 

at the Lunch Club. For more informa-

tion call me on 01491 681780. 

their results have shown signs of improve-

ment lately. Both the F and G sides are in 

Division 4 and both can realistically  

expect to challenge for one of the two  

promotion places available.  

Monday evening junior coaching sessions 

continue with two sessions available 

(17:00-18:00 and 18:00-19:00). Anyone 

interested can contact Derek Wavell at 

dbwavell@gmail.com. There are also 

over 60’s sessions on Wednesdays during 

the day, any information on these or in 

joining the club can be obtained from me 

at n.maltby587@btinternet.com. 

We have a jam-packed start to the festive 

season: on Thursday 6th December we will 

be taking part in Henley’s Living Advent 

Calendar at The Henley Over 60s Club in 

Greys Road car park. The event will start 

at 18:15 and finish at 18:45. Do come and 

join us.  

On Friday 7th December we will have a 

stall in Henley Market Place selling 

Christmas Decorations to help raise 

money for our ponies over the winter 

months. Why not come and visit us while 

you are doing your shopping and you will 

be sure to pick up a bargain? 

On Saturday 8th December we will be 

holding our traditional Christmas Fayre at 

the stables at Wyfold Court (up Lime Ave, 

off the Stoke Row Road). It will start at 

12:00 with soup, hot dogs and mince pies 

so come along and have a hot lunch before 

watching Father Christmas arrive. You 

will be able to visit him in his Ice Grotto 

until 15:00. Warm clothes, boots and fes-

tive hats are a must at this outdoor event. 

Please come and join in our Carol Singing 

and make this event really special for our 

ponies, volunteers and all our disabled 

riders. There will be stalls and games and 

a chance to meet our special RDA ponies 

and maybe a ride if conditions are good.  

In October our Marathon woman, Liz 

Jones, ran the Abingdon Marathon in 3 

hours 45 mins. She was awarded the first 

prize for the over 55s and is an inspira-

tion to us all. She raised over £1,000 for 

Wyfold. We are very lucky to have such 

committed volunteers. 

 

At the October film evening voting took 

place for next years’ films. Top of the 

list was Far From the Madding Crowd, 

the 2015 version starring Carey Mulli-

gan, taken from the novel by Thomas 

Hardy set in rural Dorset. It will be 

screened in January. Next, for February, 

was Paddington 2, the follow up film to 

Paddington with a great cast including 

Hugh Bonneville, Sally Hawkins and 

Julie Walters. And third in the voting 

was another recent film, Darkest Hour 

with a wonderful performance by Gary 

Oldman as Churchill; that will be 

screened in March. 

If you’ve not been before do come and 

join us. It’s always a great village eve-

ning where you’ll meet lots of friends. 

And you’ll have supper with a glass of 

wine. But do book early - we’re usually 

sold out two or three weeks ahead. De-

tails are on the insert. 

 

The club had a fabulous summer culmi-

nating in a tremendous finals’ day. Con-

gratulations to all winners and participants 

for such a memorable day.  

The summer season saw both Mixed A 

and B teams, as well as the Men’s A team 

having great success in their respective 

divisions and all were promoted within 

the Berkshire LTA leagues for the coming 

season. Hopefully, this success will be 

emulated in the winter season.  

Anyone interested in playing league ten-

nis should contact the club (details be-

low). The club continues to flourish even 

though the days are shorter and cooler. 

With four floodlit courts and a warm and 

cosy clubhouse, good tennis is assured 

throughout the winter months.  

The popular club sessions continue to run 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 18:30 

and on the 1st Tuesday and last Thursday 

of the month a member of the coaching 

team will be on hand to answer your ques-

tions, provide advice and organise prac-

tice drills. These sessions are open to all 

existing and prospective adult members. 

For more information call 0118 947 4051 

or see www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk. 

South Chiltern Choral Society will be 

performing Shawn Kirchner's Behold New 

Joy and Bob Chilcott's On Christmas Day 

on Saturday 8th December at 17:30 and 

Sunday 9th December at 14:00 at Chiltern 

Edge School. Free parking and wheelchair 

access. They will be joined by the choir of 

The Hill Primary School. The audience 

will be invited to sing carols with the 

choir. Tickets £12 for adults, £6 for chil-

dren 6-18 years, under six years free from 

www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or 

on the door at £14 for adults and £7 for 

children. 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 

Associate Priest: Rev’d Sheila Walker 0118 972 4861 

Associate Priest: Rev’d Stewart Morgan 0118 972 3263 

Churchwardens: Valentine de Haan 0118 972 3806 

 Kathie Anderson 0118 972 2694 

It seems only the other day that we were 

enjoying (or lamenting - depending on 

your point of view!) some really tropical 

temperatures, so the cold weather has 

come as a bit of a shock to the system. 

Personally, I relish the chance to sit by the 

fire and contemplate the glow shed forth 

by the dancing flames.  

Light is very much a theme to the season 

of winter, and so it’s no surprise to see an 

emphasis on light in the prayers and texts 

that are read in church at this time of year. 

Advent is above all a time of hope and 

expectation, a season to remember the 

light shining in the darkness – something 

very beautifully captured in the annual 

service at Salisbury Cathedral called, 

From Darkness to Light, which starts in 

total dark and ends with the stunning 

beauty of the soft light of thousands of 

candles.  

Do come along to our own Advent Carol 

Service at All Saints’ on 2nd December at 

18:30 to enjoy the light (both literal and 

figurative), and may your winter be a  

season full of hope. 

Ding Dong Merrily on High - Christmas 

is coming and the bells will ring out 

joyfully having just been refurbished by 

Whites of Appleton. This quarter covers 

a very busy period in church life. Our 

Patronal Festival took place with a 

Benefice Eucharist followed by Festal 

Evensong when there was opportunity 

for the donation of special monetary 

gifts.  

Advent Sunday on 2nd December at 

18:30 provides a time to enjoy a selec-

tion of beautiful readings and music 

together with some festive handbell 

ringing. Future social events are being 

planned and membership forms (for 

Friends of All Saints’) will be available 

for those interested.  

On a lighter note our choir will be lead-

ing carol singing at the Unicorn at 19:30 

on Wednesday 19th December. On 21st 

December there will be a School 

Christingle service at the Church.  

On Christ-

mas Eve 

our junior 

members 

will pre-

sent a 

traditional 

Nativity 

play with 

carols. 

Later, at 

23:00 

there will 

be the 

usual 

Commun-

The friends invite you to join them for 

carol singing, mulled wine, coffee and 

mince pies on Saturday 8th December at 

10:30 in the Parish Room. Do come and 

join in! 

At the end of October Kevin Potter, Pastor 

of Springwater Church and John Clokey 

from Kingwood took part in the 2nd Mukti 

Bike Rally to raise awareness of Oasis 

India and to raise money for the charity. 

Mukthi Bike Challenge 

ion service with carols. This brings us to 

Christmas Day when there will be said 

Communion at 09:00 followed by a ser-

vice of Lessons and Carols at 11:00.  

On Sunday 30th December at 11:00 there 

will be a Benefice Communion service at 

All Saints’.  

The Tenth Henley Choir Festival will take 

place on Saturday 26th January at the Par-

ish Church of St. Mary the Virgin when 

the major work will be Handel’s Messiah 

– Part One. Some members of our choir 

will be singing with the RSCM at Christ 

Church Cathedral in Oxford when they 

celebrate Candlemas in February with 

their new Director of Music – Steven 

Grahl.  

We would love to welcome friends and 

family over the festive period and hope 

you can join us. We wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  

jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 

and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 
 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 

St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 

Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 

Parish Office: 0118 972 3418 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 

www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

The parish hosted its first Macmillan cof-

fee morning this year. After each of the 

two Sunday Masses parishioners were 

encouraged to go to the church hall for 

coffee and cake. The availability of ‘taster 

samples’ by the church door seemed to do 

the trick. They were joined by others who 

had seen the event advertised locally. 

Over £500 was raised.  

It is often forgotten that St Michael’s has 

its own primary school, St Martin’s, 

situated in Caversham Park Village. 

There is regular contact between the 

church and the school. School or indi-

vidual class Masses and services are 

held on a regular basis to which parish-

ioners are invited. The 10:30 Sunday 

Mass at St Michael’s on most first Sun-

days of the month is led by pupils from 

the school. Preparation for First Holy 

Communion usually commences just 

after Christmas. This is for all children, 

Year 3 or older, whether attending St 

Martin’s or not. Catholic families with 

children of the appropriate age should 

contact the parish if they wish to par-

ticipate.  

With Christmas fast approaching St 

Michael’s extends an invitation to 

friends old and new to join us for our Ad-

vent and Christmas events. Key events 

dates and times are listed in the diary page 

overleaf or on our website or newsletter. 

They include: Christmas Pudding Making 

Evening; Pangbourne Silver Band Christ-

mas Concert; Carol Service organised by 

Bishopswood School; Christmas flower 

arranging workshop; Advent Reconcilia-

tion Service; Christmas Masses.  

We are looking forward to joining the 

other Christian churches at Springwater in 

January to celebrate the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity.  

Everybody is welcome to join us for our 

daily Masses and social events. Check the 

weekly newsletter on our website to con-

firm dates and times.  

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is 

looming so fast. It’s been an eventful few 

months. At the end of August all the 

churches met together in our garden for a 

barbecue. It was wonderful to see so 

many from different denominations 

meeting together, eating, chatting and 

getting to know each other.  

September’s highlight was our commis-

sioning service for Kevin and Linsey, 

our new co-pastors, and the new leader-

ship team. It was a great service of en-

couragement and hope for the future.  

This week we have hosted the Sonning 

Common Youth Club and Compassion-

ate Loaf did a bread-baking workshop 

with them both nights. The bread smelled 

and tasted delicious and the atmosphere 

was great as the kids weighed and mixed 

and pummelled their bread into shape. 

Our Carols by Candlelight will be held on 

December 23rd this year. Full details will 

be on our website nearer to Christmas or 

please call the church office. 

Oasis India tackles modern slavery and 

human trafficking. 

Kevin and John were part of a team of 12 

riders who rode their Indian-made Royal 

Enfield Bullet bikes from Bengalura  to 

Mumbai. They rode for about seven hours 

each day stopping in towns and villages to 

warn people about the problem of human 

trafficking which claims about 20,000 

women and children every day in India.  

I spoke to Kevin upon his return to  

Peppard: he told me the trip had gone 

well. The riders had been welcomed by 

the Chief of Police and mayors of the 

towns they rode through. Hoping to raise 

£4,000 each towards Oasis India, Kevin 

has already raised £1,500 while the team 

of 12 riders have raised £39,000 between 

them.  

If you would like to make a donation to 

help Kevin and John reach their fundrais-

ing targets visit www.gofundme.com/

motor-biking-bengaluru-to-mumbai.  

The Peppard News Editorial Team would like to say thank you and wish a Very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year to all our distributors: Andy, Angela, Ann, Brenda, Cherry, Christine, 

David, Eddie, Hilary, Hilda, Jocelyne, June, Kate, Lisa, Liz, Louise A, Louise G, Mark, Mary, Mia, 

Rhona, Richard, Ruth, Sherryl, Stewart, Sue and Val 
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Peppard Diary 

NORMAN COX & PARTNERS 
The Timber Yard, Checkendon, RG8 0TH 

 

All types of fencing & gates, trellis, hazel hurdles, sleepers, cladding. 
Standard & custom built sheds, playhouses, gazebos, summer houses. 
Mulch, decorative & play bark, mushroom compost, oak supplied/cut. 

 

01491 680671 -  Mon-Fri 8-5 & Sat 8:30-12:30 - mail@normancox.co.uk 

Visit our website: www.normancox.co.uk 

Christmas Services 

 All Saints’ St Michael’s Springwater 

  Sunday 23
rd

    16:30 Carols by Candlelight 

  Monday 24
th

 17:30 Nativity 17:00 Mass for families  

 23:00 Holy Communion 20:00 Midnight Mass  

  Tuesday 25
th

 09:00 Holy Communion 10:30 Mass  

 11:00 Seven Lessons & Carols   

 

DECEMBER  

Sat 1 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609 Wed 19 Peppard Lunch Club Christmas Party/PWMH/12:00 

Sun 2 All Saints' Advent Carols/18:30 Fri 21 Friends of SC Lib/Christmas refreshments 

Mon 3 RPPC Meeting/Springwater Church/19:30   Peppard Sch//Christingle/18:20 

Wed 5 Ways & Means Trust/SC Vill Hall/WI Christmas event   Peppard Sch Term ends 

Thu 6 Sue Ryder/Lights of Love Service JANUARY 
  Wyfold RDA/Living Advent Calendar/Henley/18:15 Sat 5 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609 

  Revels Film Cl/Remains of the Day/PWMH/19:00/07747762871 Tue 8 Peppard Sch Term starts 

Sat 8 All Saints' Parish Room/Carols and refreshments/10:30 Wed 9 WI/Strokes & how to reduce risk/PWMH/14:00 

  Wyfold RDA Christmas Fayre/12:00 Tue 15 St Michael's Snack & Chat/12:00/0118 9723418 

  Nottakwire/Carols for All/SC Vill Hall/16:00 Wed 16 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 

  SC Choral Soc/CE School/Christmas Concert/19:30/07931902495 Fri 18 Revels Film Cl/Far from Madding Crowd/PWMH/07747762871 

Sun 9 SC Choral Soc/CE School/Christmas Concert/14:30/07931902495 Sat  19 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

  St Michael's/Pangbourne Silver Band Christmas Concert/17:00 Sun 20 Springwater Church/Christian Unity Service/18:30 

Mon 10 RPPC Planning/Springwater Church/18:30 FEBRUARY 
Wed 12 WI Christmas Party/Peppard Sch Choir/PWMH/14:00 Sat 2 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609 

  St Michael's Carol Service organised by Bishopswood School Wed 13 WI/100 years of Peppard and its WI/PWMH/14:00 

Sat 15 SC Library/Christmas Storytime and crafts for under-10s Fri 15 Revels Film Club/Paddington 2/ PWMH/19:00/07747762871 

  St Michael's Christmas flower arranging wkshop/0118 9723418 Sat 16 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

  Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 Tue 19 St Michael's Snack & Chat/12:00/0118 9723418 

Tue 18 St Michael's Snack & Chat/12:00/0118 9723418 Wed 20 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 

   Fri 22 Peppard Sch Half term 

Full details of all these events can be found on the website www.peppardnews.co.uk 

FISH Office: 0118 9723986   (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 

SC & Peppard Table Tennis Cl/Mem Hall/Juniors – Mon 17.00/0118 9463191               Walking Football/Bishopswood Grnd – Tue 10.30/0118 9722188 

Circle Dancing: contact Ros Jennings on 01491 874220 for details 

  

  Sunday Services 

at All Saints’ 
DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY  NOTES 

 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24  

 

A Advent Carols 

X No Service 

B Festal Evensong for Epiphany 

C Christian Unity service at Springwater 

 

09.00 Communion    X         
10.30 Communion (sung)             
10.30 Matins            

10.30 Family Service            

10.30 Sunday School            

18.30 Evensong A    X B  C      

 

Sunday Services at Springwater 

(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00 

Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

mailto:mail@normancox.co.uk
http://www.normancox.co.uk


Omitted Articles 

As well as the regular minibus trips to 

local shopping venues, the programme of 

leisure trips for the next few months will 

include Oxford Christmas Market, St Al-

bans City and Cathedral, the West London 

Museums, Hatfield House, Kew Gardens, 

Parham House & Gardens and the Water-

mill Theatre near Newbury.  

The FISH Bus Programme for each month 

is published and distributed on 20th of the 

preceding month. To receive a copy of the 

programme by email on a regular basis 

send the message ‘bus programme please’ 

with your name to  

busmanager@fishvolunteercentre.org.uk 

A cabinet outside Brackenfell in Colmore 

Lane is now live and ready to take cus-

tomer orders from those with post codes 

RG9 5LX and RG9 5NA.  

Improved broadband services are not 

turned on automatically. To access fibre-

enabled broadband contact your chosen 

ISP or use comparison sites to find avail-

able packages. If you contact an ISP state 

that you wish to order 'fibre-enabled/

superfast broadband' or you may be of-

fered a slower broadband service. 

Competition was fierce at the FoSCL 

Quiz, with the Comets putting in a strato-

spheric performance to scoop first prize. 

Around a hundred people attended the 

event which raised nearly eight hundred 

pounds for Library funds.  

Much of the profit came from a raffle 

generously supported by local businesses, 

including Laithwaites, Brambles, The 

Mill at Sonning, The Tandoori Connois-

seur, the Sonning Common Fish Bar, 

Pressed for Time and the Co-op.  

National Libraries week was marked by 

the presentation of the prizes in FoSCL’s 

short story competition. We had 40 entries 

this year – with some outstanding win-

ners. Sophie Stone took first place in the 

under 11 category with The Pearl; the 

runner up was Jacob Vorster with The Fox 

Catcher; first place in the under 16 cate-

gory went to Freya Handley with A Sum-

mary of my Life; the runner up was Gab-

riele Stone with Moments Can Never Be 

Foretold; Sheila Walker came first in the 

over 16 category with Cat and Mouse; 

Molly Hancock was runner up with  

Society Problem#249. A special judges’ 

award went to Freya Hammond with 

Pocket Sized Neve Saves the Day.  

A big thank you to this year’s sponsors 

Stephen Anthony Developments and TA 

Fisher.  

The Library Lion came roaring into  

Sonning Common in October – but in-

stead of baring his teeth he showed his 

intelligent side and visited the Library. 

The show, a mixture of music and drama 

performed by Untied Artists, was a big 

hit – entertaining an audience of chil-

dren and parents during half term. 

FoSCL hope to be able to help pay for 

similar shows in the future.  

There’ll be Christmas refreshments on 

the afternoon of Friday 21st of December 

and the library will be open for business 

between Christmas and New Year. As 

ever, a massive thank you to Friends and 

Volunteers.  

The ear syringing service is only avail-

able at SCHC if you are being treated 

by a hospital Ear, Nose and Throat De-

partment and it has been requested by 

the department. As a pre-referral to the 

Audiology (hearing) Clinic, go to 

www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.u

k for ear wax guidance or ask at recep-

tion for a paper copy. 

Keep well and keep warm this winter: 

cold can be bad for your health espe-

cially if you are over 65 or have condi-

tions such as COPD, bronchitis, emphy-

sema, asthma, diabetes, heart or kidney 

disease. Being cold can raise the risk of 

increased blood pressure, heart attack 

and stroke.  

Over 65s are eligible for the pneumo-

coccal vaccine and over 70s for the 

shingles vaccination. If you feel unwell 

ask advice from the pharmacist at Day 

Lewis in Sonning Common. Keep 

paracetamol and ibuprofen at home for 

colds and sore throats. Check that you 

have enough prescribed medication to last 

over Christmas and New Year when the 

Health Centre will be closed. You can 

order on-line - ask at reception for in-

structions.  

Call 111 for medical advice when the 

problem is not an emergency. A leaflet 

'We're here to help you stay well this win-

ter' is available from the lobby at the 

Health Centre. 

Keeping warm – ideally in a temperature 

of 21C in the living room but warmer if 

sitting still for long periods, try to remain 

active and 18C in the bedroom. Free ther-

mometers are available from Oxfordshire 

Age UK. Call 0345 450 1276 and ask for 

the 'network'. Have hot meals and drinks 

and keep supplies especially when the 

weather is likely to be bad and it may be 

difficult to get out. 

Register for free Utility Priority Service 

in the case of failure of power, gas, or 

water supply. If you register for priority 

with your local supplier they will do their 

best to prevent your supply from going 

off and, if it does, and make sure that 

your service returns as a matter of ur-

gency and will provide support in the 

meantime. More information from Ox-

fordshire County Council Emergency 

Planning Team 01865 323765 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

emergencyplanning. 

Sonning Common Bereavement Group - 

Jill Poll, qualified integrative therapeutic 

councillor is starting a monthly bereave-

ment group. First meeting Wednesday 

28th November 14:00 to 16:00 at the FISH 

Volunteer Centre, Springhill, Kennylands 

Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT. A 

contribution towards refreshments. Con-

tact Jill Poll 

jill@dragonfliescounselling.co.uk  

The Library Lion 

A Very Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year to all our readers. 


