Santa Comes
to Peppard
Peppard School held its annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 1st December.
Attractions included arts and craft
stalls, a prize draw, tombola, face
painting, cake stall and Santa’s grotto.

In your last edition there was a letter
expressing concern at the apparent
lack of action by the police following a report to Crimestoppers of
rubbish being left at the roadside.
Your correspondent was correctly
informed by Crimestoppers that
Environmental Health at SODC has
the responsibility for such matters.
Presumably Crimestoppers passed
the information to SODC, but they
may not have passed on your correspondent’s telephone number to
preserve confidentiality.
Crimes and incidents reported to
Thames Valley Police are allocated a
Crime Number or URN (Unique
Reference Number) which can be
used to enquire about action taken
by telephoning 0845 8 505 505.

Seasonal refreshments being served
included mulled wine and mince pies
and the event was organised by FOPS
(Friends of Peppard School).

Members of the public can report
incidents to Crimestoppers when
they don’t wish their personal details
to be associated with the information. If you want to be informed of
action taken you should make direct
contact with the police or other relevant authority and keep a note of any
reference number supplied.
Julie Greenough
Area Beat Officer

Commons News

All proceeds, including sales of their
2008 School calendar, which is sponsored by local businesses and is now
available from the school, go towards
supporting a chosen range of school
activities.
Anne-Marie Lockett

Winter 2007

Police News

In response to your Reader’s Letter
in the last issue, due to the persistent
problems of litter, fly-tipping and
overnight parking by long-distance
lorry drivers, it was proposed to the
Commons Conservators some
months ago and unanimously agreed
that we close the lay-by at the bottom of Peppard Hill and, with the
full agreement of the Parish Council,
this has been done. We all hope that
this resolves the problem. We will
be clearing a route through to maintain the footpath.
Nigel Wooding

Editorial
Once again the festive season is here.
I was recently lucky enough to visit
the Caribbean for the first time and
was expectantly searching for some
unusual and colourful festive decorations to bring home – unfortunately
they were hardly distinguishable from
those on sale here and I left emptyhanded! Perhaps because of their endless sunshine, turquoise seas and
brightly painted houses there’s not
much need for additional glitz there at
Christmas!
What I did come away with, however,
was a lasting impression of the locals
and their very positive and cheerful
personalities, not to mention their
wonderful singing that resounded
from their Churches. This got me
thinking that if we made a real effort
to make someone smile and to be
happy during these grey days of our
English winter, then maybe our lives
would seem a little sunnier. A quote I
recently read in a magazine seems
appropriate: ‘we are here for a good
time, we are not here for a long time’.
As ever we are very keen to hear your
comments on our articles, so do keep
them coming. Thank you to those
readers who have responded.
The Peppard News team wishes all
our readers a very Happy Christmas.

Susan Carter
Editor

Peppard News is a community newspaper published
by Rotherfield Peppard PCC with financial support
from Peppard Parish Council, and is distributed free
to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and
civil parishes of Peppard. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the PCC or RPPC unless stated
as such.
Peppard News is also available by e-mail.
Issues: March, June, September & December
Editor: Susan Carter,
Well Cottage, Kingwood Common, RG9 5NB.
e-mail: PeppardNews@aol.com
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Harvey, 12 Shiplake Bottom, Peppard, RG9 5HL
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Trinity Creative Resources
Swallowfield RG7 1TH

Page 2

School Matters
Peppard School News
We enjoyed a lovely Harvest Festival
service at the beginning of October
and sent lots of goodies to the Feed
the Children offices in Twyford. We
are now looking forward to our Christmas festivities: Christingle services
will be held on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th December both starting at
18.30.
New Term 3 begins on 7th January
2008 and during this term we will
have Parent Interviews. We are also
excited about our whole school trip to
the Tutankhamun Exhibition at the O2
centre in London on 10th January. The
Year 6 children are looking forward to
their residential trip to the Manor in
Shropshire on 31st March.
We have had a new arrival in Peppard
Class which has caused great excitement. It is our new hamster, Lola!

Every child will have the opportunity
to care for Lola over a weekend.
The Governing Body for Peppard
Primary School is made up of different individuals who represent the
school and the community. We would
like to take this opportunity of introducing ourselves:

Peppard C of E Primary
School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354
Head Teacher - Anne Jarvis
Chairman of the Governors

Elizabeth Bielby

Foundation (Chair) – Elizabeth
Bielby
Community (Vice Chair) Christine
Bradbury
Foundation – Rev. Barry Olsen
Diocesan Rep – Ian Heriot
LEA* – Valerie Phelps
LEA – Penny Howden
Head – Anne Jarvis
Staff – Rosie Clinkard
Parent – Heidi Tovstiga
Parent – Anna Lynskey
Parent – David Sell
Parent – Matt Wilks
Associate Member – Louise Adams
Associate Member – David Gavin
Clerk – Helen Batten
*Local Education Authority
(All of the above can be contacted
via the school office …. 01491
628354)
In our endeavours to maintain the
strategic management of the school,
our aim is to support and ensure its
continuing success. We value
highly the commitment and energy
of all the staff and congratulate them
on their ability to inspire the children. We also acknowledge the
enthusiastic involvement of our parents’ association, FOPS (Friends of
Peppard School) and of course the
parents whose trust we value and
appreciate. We must not forget the
children who bring life to our school

Michael Barlow - 30 years’ experience

• Carpentry
• Electrical TV/FM & BT points
• Plumbing

Hunton Cottage
Gallowstree Road Peppard Common
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5JB

• Paperhanging
• Painting & Decorating
• Tiling

Tel: 0118 972 3728

HOBBS OF HENLEY LTD
THE BOAT PEOPLE
at HENLEY-on-THAMES
DAY BOAT HIRE - PASSENGER BOAT AND PARTY HIRE

Repairs, Fuels & Service
BOAT & ENGINE SALES
Established over 130 years - Telephone (sales) 01491 572 035

and whose education and well-being
remain our primary focus.
We would like to express here our
gratitude to Sylvia Cheale, who after
many years teaching at Peppard, will
be retiring at the end of this term. She
will be greatly missed by us all and we
wish her well. We are very pleased to
be able to inform you that we have
appointed Christian (Kit) Sharpe, as a
full time replacement for Highmoor
Class. Kit will join us officially in
January but you may well see him in
school prior to Christmas. Kit is very

Biography of
Michael Morpurgo
As handwritten by Abbie Grant –
Year 6 – Peppard Primary School
Michael Morpurgo was born on the 5th
October 1943 he grew up in London
but went to school in London Sussex
and Canterbury. His mother and father
were actors. One of his schools was
horrible enough to inspire him to be a
author. He went to university in London where he studied english and
french.
Later on in his life he taught at a primary school in Kent. He met Clare
who he married 2 years later. They set
up a charity called ‘Farms for city
children’. He has won lots of award
for his brilliant books.
Soon after, Michael and Clare had 3
children which are now grown up and
they have 6 grandchildren. Some of
the books he has written are; The
Dancing bear, The butterfly lion, Adolphus Tips, Long way home, Dear
Olly, Mr Nobody’s eyes, Private

The Royal British Legion
The RBL is a Caring Force. Are you an ex-Service
person or a dependant of one? If so, do you need help?
Or would you like to help others?
If any of the answers are “YES”!
Please phone Nick Launders for further details on 01491 628243
or e-mail him at: launders@launders.net

WEE-COT SEATING
Chair Caning, Upholstery, Loose Covers
French Polishing and Furniture Repairs
Lizanne Smith Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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peaceful, Cool, Toro! Toro!, Kensuke’s Kingdom, Why the whales
came, Escape from Shangri-la, Billy
the Kid and many more.
Michael is now 64 years of age.

Sonning Common
Pre-School
Over £1,000 was raised at our recent
Sonning Common Pre-School Christmas Fair. This is a great achievement
for the Pre-School. We are very
grateful to the many local businesses
that supported this event. In particular
The Butcher's Arms which sponsored
the raffle and also sold raffle tickets.
The Pre-School is a registered charity
and relies on events such as the
Christmas Fair to raise money, rather
than have to pass additional costs onto
the parents of the young families who
attend the Pre-School. As such we are
also very grateful for the support of
the Sonning Common Parish Council
which allows signs to be displayed
advertising the event. These signs
help to attract local attention to the
event, which ultimately means we are
able to raise the money we need. All
money raised goes towards the PreSchool, and in particular will be used
to purchase new classroom chairs for
the children and to decorate the library area in the Pre-School building.
Helen Scarrott
Tel: 0118 972 4760

Peppard Baby, Mother and Toddler Group
Christmas is coming and the Toddler
group is getting into the festive spirit.
This term we hosted a Christmas

Mums’ Night Out on Thursday 13th
December and we'll also be holding
a Christmas party at the Hall on
Tuesday 18th December when we'll
have party games, dancing, food,
and a Christmas theme to the craft
table. We'll also have a lucky dip to
raise some funds for the War Memorial Hall itself.
Next term we'll be starting back on
Tuesday 8th January. We're planning to have a table top sale on Saturday 2nd February, so fish out all
those things your children don't use
any more - clothes, toys, furniture,
etc., bring them along, they could be
just what somebody else needs. At
the end of the spring term we'll be
hosting another Easter Egg Hunt,
since it went down so well last year.
No-one caught the Easter Bunny last
year so he'll be back again hiding
eggs for all the kids to find.
If you are interested in coming
along to the group please just pop
along or contact Jackie Hutt on
01491 629694. The group runs
every Tuesday during term time,
from 09.45-11.45 at the Peppard
War Memorial Hall.
Merry Christmas!
Jackie Hutt

Peppard News Website
You may remember that we are
working on a Peppard News website. Whilst progress has been
made, we have come to a bit of a
hurdle and need some help. So, if
you have any skills in this area and
think you could help us, please do
make contact.

Kingwood Common
In the fourth in our series we concentrate on Kingwood Common (148
acres) which formed part of the royal
forest (hence the name). It was given
to the Stonor family in 1479, but because of the poor quality soil and clay
cover remained as waste land.
During World War II, it was used as a
for the Royal Artillery and latterly was
used as a German PoW camp
(allegedly with no escapees) and finally as a Polish refugee camp. The
common was generally very open,
creating distant views. After the war,
the maintenance of the common
gradually ceased and the character of
the common changed dramatically to
what you see today – mostly young
birch and oak, with some beech.

Kingwood Well circa 1900

Some large areas of birch and bracken
have been cleared to try and return
parts of the common to heathland and
thus encourage other flora and fauna.
As part of a wider management plan,
there are also proposals to look at
reintroducing selective and seasonal
grazing on parts of both Kingwood &
Peppard Commons.
Nigel Wooding

Do you need an Accountant?
• Self assessment
• Business plans & forecasts
• Cashflow

• Accounts
• Management accounting
• Budgets

Phone Keith Jefferies ACMA

GRAHAM’S
MAINTENANCE

on 0118-9722611 or 07749-415264

for a free initial consultation

CHIROPODY
HOME VISITING SERVICE
For enquiries & appointments call

Heidi Snookes-Owen
B.Sc., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.,S.R.Ch.
HPC REGISTERED

0118 9242677

Painting, decorating

Door & window fitting

Plumbing & fitted bathrooms
Floor & wall tiling
Fascias, soffits
Guttering, flat roofing

Wood & laminate flooring
Sheds—Supplied & fitted
Garden Maintenance
Fencing & decking, etc.

Free estimates
0118 972 3114
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Council Matters
Parish Council

Review of Domestic
Waste Services

Chairman: Tim Meikle
0118 972 3084
Parish Clerk: Barbara Marston
01491 684188
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillors: Paul Harrison
0118 972 2665
& Alan Rooke—01491 572919
OCC Councillor: Carol Viney
01491 680887

SODC is in the process of reviewing
the provision of its waste services for
2009, when existing waste collection
contracts expire. The main driver is
the pressing need to reduce the
amount of waste going to landfill.
According to the Council landfill
space is rapidly running out and the
gasses produced are damaging the
environment. To continue with the
current system will cost the Council
and ultimately the taxpayer more
money as the Government will impose
heavy fines for failing to meet tough
targets for reducing the amount of
waste going to landfill. In Oxfordshire
the amount of landfill waste must be
reduced by 50% by the year 2012/13.
Increased segregation of domestic
waste by householders to aid recycling/composting appears to be the
basis of the proposals currently under
consideration. In practice every household would have a number of containers - each for a specific form of waste
and to be collected on a weekly or
fortnightly basis. Our understanding of
the proposals currently under consideration is as follows: one container for
food waste – collected weekly, one
container for paper & plastic – collected fortnightly, one container for
garden waste – collected fortnightly
and one container for any other domestic waste – collected fortnightly.
In addition, we believe that consideration is also being given to a further
container for glass - to be collected on
a fortnightly basis. Your District
Councillor, Paul Harrison, voted for a
weekly collection of “other” waste.
We await SODC’s confirmation/
clarification of details.

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30
in the Pavilion, though there is no meeting
in August. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may raise briefly issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary for dates and times.

tion may be of interest. Defra, the
Environment Agency and the Local
Government Association operate a
National Fly-tipping database named
‘Flycapture’, which gives comprehensive details/analysis relating to
the unlawful dumping of rubbish.
Apparently in the South East of England local authorities reported some
117,000 fly tipping incidents between April 2005 and March 2006.
Of these incidents 1,500 prosecutions were taken against fly-tippers less than 2% of those reported. Peppard News does not have details of
the cost/benefit of operating

Parish Council - Change of
Chairman
Due to increasing business and family commitments Tim Meikle is to
step down as Chairman of the Parish
Council. Tim is warmly thanked for
his efforts in this role and we are
pleased to report that he will continue his involvement in the community as a Parish Councillor.

Fly Tipping
Ethical Local Governance

Further to a reader’s disappointment
in the ‘authorities’ response to a reported incident of fly tipping (PN
autumn issue), the following informa-

As from April 2008, local Councils
will take full responsibility for the
local filtering and subsequent inves-

tigation of alleged breaches of the
Local Authority Code of Conduct
(which defines the nature of the behaviour expected from all Councillors). SODC investigations into reported breaches of the Code are conducted by means of external appointments with a report being submitted to
the Standards Committee for consideration and, where required, for the
determination of an appropriate level
of sanction. It is generally considered
that the cost of each investigation
could be in the order of £4,500 and
possibly above. It is anticipated that
Central Government will not provide
any distinct funding for this additional
responsibility and associated activities, therefore these costs will be required to be funded from Council Tax.

Updates:
Gallowstree Road Traffic Calming –
part of the central white line has now
been removed and the 30mph signage
repositioned. A traffic speed monitoring exercise will be carried out soon
(if not already underway at time of PN
issue).

Colliers Lane Junction
A reader has pointed out that whilst
the major purpose in changing the
junction was to deter traffic, it was not
the only consideration of those who
were trying to have this change made.
“The speed of traffic was a major
safety concern and which has now
reduced from some 30–40 mph to 5–
10mph, a major safety improvement”.
Peppard News is pleased to include
this information, although in all fairness, OCC maintain that the works
were not undertaken for traffic calming purposes and we can find no documented evidence to suggest otherwise.
Peppard News welcomes all letters
from readers both supportive and critical. We much value your comments
and opinions – more please.

Ann’s Pet Care
Furry Friends

23 Stevens Lane
Rotherfield Peppard
Henley on Thames
Oxfordshire RG9 5RG

Dog Walking/Boarding
Small Animal
Boarding

Tel: 01491 628049/628052
Mob: 0771 3622636
e-mail: ann@annspetcare.co.uk

Grounds Maintenance, Grass Cutting, Hedge & Tree Work
Country Estates, Private Homes, Local Businesses

Local References

01491 826925

07977 237798
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Snippets
District Councillor’s Report

Circle Dancing

Let me take this opportunity to wish
you all a Happy Christmas and I hope
you have a great New Year.
As usual it has been a busy year for
the District Council and back in the
summer the council was awarded the
rating of “excellent” by the Audit
commission.
So what is on the horizon for 2008?
As of April a free national bus pass
scheme for the over 60s replaces the
locally run scheme. We will also retain a £20 bus token scheme for those
who don’t have access to a bus. You
can travel anywhere in the country on
local buses, i.e. not National Express,
and the cost is borne by the local authority where you caught the bus.
Hence any bus caught in South Oxfordshire by a pass holder will be
charged back to the District Council.
Although the Government have given
us a grant it is unlikely to cover the
extra costs involved.
Just as we come to the end of 2007 we
were informed that Reading’s unity
authority wish to introduce a car taxing scheme similar to London’s, and
park and ride car parks on the edge of
town. This impacts us greatly as two
of the places being discussed openly
for these are Mapledurham and Play
Hatch. Not only would these damage
the environment but they would lead
to more traffic through our village.
Let me assure you that your District
Councillors (Alan Rooke and myself)
and your County Councillor (Carol
Viney) will fight hard to oppose Reading’s plans.

Over the last six months a few of us
have met on the occasional Sunday
to join in dances from around the
world – danced in a circle. They
have been from Israel, Greece, Eastern Europe and further afield; some
gentle, some more energetic, but all
create a sense of peace and togetherness and bring refreshment in stressful lives. You do not need a partner,
just comfortable shoes. You are welcome to join us when we meet at
Christ the King Church hall on a
Sunday afternoon, usually the first in
the month. Look out for posters or
Tel 0118 9723520.

Paul Harrison

Ros Jennings

Henley Eczema Exchange
Group
We are setting up a local eczema
self-help group. Do you suffer, or
care for a relative with eczema?
Would you like to chat, exchange
experiences and tips? We are not
medical professionals and don’t
claim to be!
If you are interested in visiting our
self-help group you can e-mail:
henley.eczema@btinternet.com or
contact 07720 850109
Hope to hear from you soon!
Zoe England

Christmas cards
All Saints’ Church Christmas cards,
a reproduction of a watercolour of
the church, are available at 50 pence
each. A call to Keith Atkinson
(0118 972 2844) will ensure prompt
delivery.

Cliff Stevens Chauffeur Service

Cliff Stevens at your service
Chauffeur Driven Lexus LS430
Mobile: 0786 024 9943
Tel: 0118 972 4260
e-mail: cfgstevens@yahoo.co.uk

Local Pub Review
The Dog Delivers…..
Unusually for a traditional village pub,
the Dog Inn at Peppard opens every
day at 11.00 and stays open until late
in the evening. With its increasingly
good reputation for quality food at
lunch and dinner, I decided to take
two companions there for lunch.
Not one but two open fires were welcome sights on a chilly morning and
they were backed up by very friendly
and helpful staff - and doesn’t that
make a difference? A nice touch was
the simple board games on each table,
to while away the time while waiting
for our food.
We decided to concentrate on the
main course, which was just as well as
the helpings were more than generous.
My companions both chose fish dishes
- poached salmon served with a hollandaise sauce, salad and chips, the
other fish dish was a bit of a gamble as
it was completely new to us - tilapia,
served on a bed of linguini with tomato and basil sauce and cherry tomatoes - very tasty. I opted for the gammon steak, served with egg, peas and
chips and found it was really big
enough to serve two. The dessert
menu offered a choice of several traditional English puds; my companions
opted for blackberry and apple crumble and the staff had no problem in
supplying an extra plate and spoon so
I could have a taste.
This unpretentious traditional English
pub is worth a visit. We all thought
that the food was well presented, well
cooked and offered good value.
A Contributor
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Village Matters
Peppard 10K

FISH at the Fair

The fifth running of this event took
place on 23rd September. The weather
was kind and the turn out was a substantial increase on last year. Many
very fit runners from local running
clubs, together with other aspirants
running the 10K, combined with family groups who were opting for the
alternative 7K walk.
The first man home was Mike Bradfield in the very creditable time of
37min 04sec. The first woman to
finish was Wiki Daniels (44min
25sec). Medals went to both of these
people, and also to Tom Watkins, the
first boy under 16 to finish, and to
Jemima Juster, the first girl under 16
to complete the course.
As in previous years, this event was
held in support of the locally based
Feed the Children charity. Proceeds
from entry fees meant that Feed the
Children received a cheque for over
£1,000.
Some 35 local people assisted on the
day to make this event possible, and
deserve many thanks for all their help.

The Charity Christmas Fair on 27th
October was a great success. Most of
the eleven charities who occupied a
table in Sonning Common Village
Hall did very well, thanks to all of
those who attended. FISH, as usual,
ran a homemade cake stall and raffle, both reliant upon the generosity
of our many supporters for cakes and
prizes. This year, we were extremely
fortunate with the number that we
received: our profits even exceeded
last year’s. The refreshments, made
and served by FISH volunteers, were
also a great success. Our grateful
thanks to all who made this possible
by their generosity.

Ian Fraser

FISH Volunteers Carol Ward, Joan Dexter, Peter Warrick, Barbara Butler, Barbara Perez & Janet Weaver
Acknowledgement—photograph by
courtesy of the Henley Standard

British Legion Poppy Appeal
The 2007 Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal was a very good one for our
Branch and our total, so far, is
£3,617.03. Once again I would like to
thank, most sincerely, all the collectors who work so hard to make this
such a successful event. Our area is
very spread out and Peppard, Greys,
Kingwood and Stoke Row are just
some of the areas covered. This means
that most of our collectors have a great
number of long drives and unmade up
roads to walk and often, finding noone at home, have to return. I realise
this must be most frustrating for them
but, as most of them have been doing
it for many years, they must feel it's
worthwhile. The best individual collector raised £374.41 followed closely
by one who raised £206.82. These
are truly magnificent totals which,
with all the others, enable the Royal
British Legion to successfully continue its vital work for all who need it,
both young and old.
Penny Harvey
Hon. Poppy Appeal Organiser

For those last minute Christmas presents, arrangements have been made
for the annual trip to Millets Farm to
Lunch and Shop. Our Christmas Pub
Lunch will again be at The Unicorn
where the landlords, Tim and Steve,
always make our clients very welcome. All our Pub lunches are organised by Ian Fraser who makes a
splendid job of it.
Reg Foster, our Bus manager, will
start planning the programme for
next year and welcomes suggestions
for new venues. Please either call
into Sonning Common Village Hall
during opening times or telephone

0118 9723986 if you have any ideas.
Following our request for helpers in
the last issue, three people have volunteered to help in the office and we also
have three new car drivers who, once
they have had the CRB check, will be
able to drive. However, car drivers,
shoppers and companions to accompany the less sprightly on social trips
are still needed. To offer your services
please telephone the above number or
visit us during our normal working

The Bike Went AWOL!
Once again the team from All Saints’
Church, Peppard put in a sterling effort in support of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust Ride or Stride
event which took place in September.
Over £2,300 was raised, half of which
is retained by the OHCT, with the
other half being returned to All Saints’
to be used on church maintenance.
I was keen to make a really big personal effort, not least because of very
good sponsorship which depended on
the number of churches that I visited.
Optimistically, I targeted 50 churches
of all denominations in and around
Oxford. By 14.30, 31 churches had
been visited and all was going well.
At this point - drama! I came out of
the very beautiful St Antony of Padua
Roman Catholic church in Headington
to see my bike rapidly disappearing
into the distance - clearly someone
else’s need was greater than mine!! A
choice - give up or continue on foot.
Three hours later, the feet were sore
but 17 more churches had been visited
- 48 in total - and most importantly, a
substantial sum was raised for the
charity.
A very happy postscript - someone
who heard the disappearing bike story
very generously passed on to me their
excellent trail bike for which they no
longer had any use.
Ian Fraser

This page sponsored by

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Planning continues for the Peppard
Revels on 21st -22nd June next year on
Peppard Common. This event celebrates 100 years since the birth of Ian
Fleming, the creator of James Bond.
There will be a series of themed
events during the day culminating
with a dinner and dancing in a marquee in the evening. Full details in the
next issue of Peppard News but in the
meantime on 26th January at 19.15, to
raise funds in support of the main
event, there will be a special showing
of the latest James Bond film - Casino
Royale at the Peppard War Memorial
Hall. Tickets priced at £10 include
supper-in-a-bowl, with wine. Tickets
available from Geoff Pitcher
Tel: 07515 354714

register to be on our database.
Please contact us - email: planning.policy@ southoxon. gov.uk; by
post: Plannning Policy Team, South
Oxfordshire District Council, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford OX10
8NJ; Tel: 01491 823725

The Unholy Tree
After many comments of “That tree
looks dangerous”, the ArboriCultural
Dept of OCC felled the majestic
beech that, for some two centuries,
had graced the circus between All
Saints’, the graveyard and the surrounding houses.

New Housing in
South Oxfordshire
SODC needs to provide more houses
mainly for the growing number of
households formed by existing residents, but also to accommodate new
residents. We also need to provide
more employment and other development to ensure that the quality of life
for residents and businesses is good
and gives us a competitive advantage.
We are seeking views on issues such
as the amount and location of new
housing and employment, the amount
of affordable housing, the size, type
and density of new housing, defining
a settlement hierarchy, shopping,
transport and other infrastructure.
You can see details of the consultation
and complete our on-line questionnaire on our website at
www.southoxon.gov.uk/corestrategy
We would like to hear your views by
1st February 2008.
We will publicise the consultation
widely. However if you would like to
be kept informed individually please

Make a bee line to

BRAMBLES
for Fresh flowers, Bouquets, Plants
and more
0118 9721240

Photo: Wendy Taylor

This curiously named department
has a commendable policy of replacing felled trees and hence proposes
to plant a Wild Service or Chequer
tree (Sorbus torminalis) during the
“window” January to April. This is
a rare, but British tree, which grows
to some 80ft. (Details on
www.growingnative.org.uk.) Its
leaves turn red in Autumn and berries can be harvested for brewing
Chequers beer or as a cure for colic.
Beeches are not recommended as
they are likely to be early victims of
global warming, an alternative
would be a traditional English oak.
OCC is willing to consider a change
if we ask quickly. So if you have a
preference, please give me a call on
01491 628349 before Christmas.
Jim Smith

Lost In The Fog
On his way for a drink at the Dog
A man met a friend in the fog.
Onward together, quite lost and
forlorn,
They found themselves at the Unicorn.
But the door was locked with a bolt of
iron
So off they went to the Red Lion.
But they turned the wrong way in the
dark and the gloom,
No torch between them, no light from
the moon.
Quite thirsty now and terribly cold
Two men who’d left home so brave
and so bold
Wanted their whiskey and firesides
bright,
Not the clinging damp of this winter’s
night.
Totally lost with no one to ask
Neither had sandwiches or a hot flask.
“Which way?” asked one “To the
Greyhound d’you reckon?
Over there, is that a light I see
beckon?”
With hope in their hearts they made
for the light
In the clinging damp of this winter’s
night
No Greyhound, whippet or beast at all
But the friendly warmth of the
Memorial Hall!
Sue Nickson

Wyfold Riding for
the Disabled
Last minute Christmas gifts!
Do you know someone who would
like to sponsor a pony? For the sum
of £10 you could help towards the
keep of one of the ponies at Wyfold
RDA. In return you will receive news
and a photograph plus the opportunity
to visit your pony if you wish. Visit
www.wyfoldrda.org.uk to choose your
pony and find more sponsorship details or phone Adrienne Heriot on
01491 629254

Wedding flowers
Funeral tributes
New premises now open opposite
village hall car park exit
42 Wood Lane, Sonning Common
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Church Matters
All Saints’
Church of England
www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk

Rector:
Asst. Priests:
Churchwardens:

The Most Wonderful Time of the
Year …………..
I’ve been reminded by a current TV
ad. that is set to this old Andy Williams song. The only line in the song
that might be claimed to have anything to do with the real business of
Christmas is the one that refers to ‘the
glories of Christmases long, long ago’.
There was a time when we tried to see
who could spot the earliest bit of
Christmas advertising - but now, I
think, we accept it will start sometime
in September and really get going
after Guy Fawkes is over and done
with. But back in the early sixties I
think I could claim to have spotted the
earliest example (for those times anyway) when I saw Christmas cards on
sale on the book stall on Newcastle
Central Station in the middle of August. Preparing for Christmas is a serious business.
But unfortunately the really serious
business is more or less bypassed,
relegated to some tuneless singing of
carols at your door and maybe some
crib scene of the nativity with shepherds, sheep, cattle and wise men all
crowded into a small cattle shed. What
really attracts all our attention is the
advertising and special offers, and
booking early for Christmas dinners.
Having said that, it is a time for celebration, as birthdays should be, but an
important part of this celebration
should be acknowledging whose birthday it is. It’s a very strange birthday

Revd Graham Foulis Brown
Revd Hugh Warwick
Revd Barry Olsen
Keith Atkinson
Peter Hutt

0118 972 3987
0118 972 3070
0118 924 2812
0118 972 2844
01491 628335

party that takes place without the
person concerned present. How
many youngsters these days think
Santa is more real than Jesus?
Again this year all the churches are
inviting people, that is, all of you,
young and old, to come to one of the
services they are holding over
Christmas. These are parties at
which Christ is present, whether it’s
a Christingle, a Pilgrimage to the
Manger, a Nine Lessons and Carols,
or even a Midnight Mass. The word
we use for the Mass, Eucharist, or
Holy Communion is ‘celebration’.
We celebrate the Eucharist, acknowledging Christ’s presence and
remembering his institution of the
rite of the bread and wine as his
body and blood, broken and shed for
us.
At this time of the year we celebrate
the birth of Jesus, and the presents
we bring for him are ourselves. The
last verse of Christina Rosetti’s ‘In
the Bleak Midwinter’ asks ‘What
shall I bring Him, poor as I am?’ the
last line answers ‘Give Him my
heart.’ There is great joy in both
giving and receiving and Christmas
is a great time for it. And if Jesus is
included and present at your celebrations, then it really is the ‘most wonderful time of the year’. The people
of All Saints’ Church wish you all a
very happy Christmas.

PEMBROKE GLASS
UNIT 28, MANOR FARM, PEPPARD COMMON, RG9 5LB
YOUR LOCAL GLASS AND GLAZING COMPANY
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
CONTACT ANDY PARCELL
Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904
MOBILE: 07905 885608

Concerts at All Saints’ Church
Although it coincided with the final of
the Rugby Union World Cup, there
was an excellent audience for the
splendid piano recital by Elizabeth
French on 20th October. The retiring
collection of £550 was divided equally
between Feed the Children and Epilepsy Research UK.
On Friday, 7th March at 20.00, Rebecca Bell (mezzo-soprano) and
Anthea Fry (piano) will give a concert
entitled A March Miscellany. On this
occasion, the retiring collection will
benefit the work of Christian Aid.

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
Each year on the Sunday during the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, an
ecumenical service is held in a local
church. On Sunday, 20th January at
18.30, the service will be held at All
Saints’ Church when the preacher will
be the Rector of Henley with Remenham, the Revd Canon Martyn Griffiths.

Christmas services at
All Saints’ Church
On Christmas Eve, there will be a
Nativity Play and Carols at 17.30 and
Holy Communion at 23.00. On Christmas Day, there will be Holy Communion at 09.00 and a Service of Seven
Lessons and Carols at 11.00. We do
hope that readers will wish to attend
and we welcome them to any of these
services.

Hugh Warwick

Room Concepts
Upholstery, curtains, Roman blinds, headboards, cushions and all other soft furnishing work. As featured in 25 Beautiful Kitchens. For friendly professional help and advice and a free quotation, call:

Tel: 01491 681597 Mobile: 07881 791642

NEWINGTON NURSERIES Specialists in unusual and tropical plants

Chelsea Gold Medalists for garden design.
Also a haven for plant lovers.

Newington Nurseries
Tel: 01865 400533
www.newington-nurseries.co.uk

On the A329, Newington, near Stadhampton, Oxon ~ Follow the tourist signs from every direction
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St Michael’s Catholic Church
Revd Chris Bester 0118 972 3418
Revd Francis Andrews 0118 972 2354
chris.bester@btinternet.com

Everyone responds well to Christmas
and it is invariably such a cheery and
heart-warming time. Families make a
real effort to come together, and we
are all much more open and willing to
greet one another, even strangers, with
a smile and friendly greeting. When
we look below the surface at the real
meaning of Christmas, then this is
hardly surprising.
We will all be spending a great deal of
money at this time of the year, so
there is a real need for us to ask what
all the fuss is about. Why are we
rushing round in such a frenzied
spending spree? Shopping and buying
can be such an empty and frustrating
Minister

Revd Phil Cheale
0118 972 4519

Peppard Congregrational
Church
As we come towards the end of what
has been an eventful year for us we
are very pleased to be able to share
our latest news with you. Paul
Homans, who is already known to
many local people due to his work
with the youth in the area and in particular at Chiltern Edge School, has
resigned from his previous secular job
to become our Assistant Minister. He

exercise if there is no rationale for it.
And why do we indulge in such
excess? We spoil our children with
lots of expensive gifts, but is this
because we realise that we do not
give them enough of our time and
attention? Surely we are not taking
our eye off the ball and losing the
plot, are we?
These are the questions we need to
be asking ourselves as we approach
Christmas.

live out their short lives as positively
and happily as possible; and where
their families find loving support.
Putting the value of young life at the
centre at Christmas will, we hope,
help us back to what is really at the
heart of our Christmas celebrations.
A young helpless infant is born into
poverty and deprivation, but will become for countless millions of people
throughout history, the very raison
d'etre of their life and being.

Here at St Michael's we have begun
the tradition of raising money for a
local charity during Advent. This
year we want to play our part in
helping children in need. It was suggested by our Third World Group
that we offer financial support to
Helen House in Oxford. This is the
hospice where very young children
with terminal illnesses are helped to

His life is now our inspiration and
helps us see that unselfish love is the
greatest force in all our lives. Love
enhances our shared humanity, impels
us to kindness and generosity, is forgiving, generous and tolerant. And
makes us wish that the loving spirit of
Christmas would last for the whole
twelve months.

will be officially commissioned into
his role during our service on 2nd
December: anyone is welcome to
join us at this happy event.
The other important news is that our
Minister, Phil Cheale, accompanied
by Paul Homans, visited Liberia.
Among other things, they visited the
two operations in this troubled state
in Africa, with which our church is
directly involved: the 'Cheale Vocational Training Institute' and
'Practical Christian Ministeries'.
Both these organisations have benefitted practically and we will follow
up with our next container of computers, clothes, office equipment,
etc., which should arrive shortly.
We hope you all have a wonderful

Christmas. Our services for this period
are as follows:
• 9th December 10.30 Nativity
Play
• 16th December 10.30 Carol
Service
• 23rd December 10.30 Christmas
Service
• 24th December 23.30 Midnight
Communion
• 25th December 10.30 Christmas
Day Service
Please, if you can, come and celebrate
the birth of Jesus with us.
Address: Blounts Court Road, Peppard Common, Henley-on Thames,
RG9 5EU Tel: 01189 724519
office@pepcon.plus.com

Fr Chris Bester

The Unicorn
Kingwood Common
Tim & Steve thank the people of Rotherfield Peppard
for their support, help and custom
in making their dream come true.
01491 628 452

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements including, decorating inside and out, paper hanging, wall & floor
tiling, carpentry, hand painted kitchens and furniture, water damaged ceilings and Insurance work.

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

Sonning Common Beauty
Waxing—Manicure—Pedicure—Facials
Eyelash Perming & Tinting—Eyebrow Shaping
Bali Sun Airbrush Tanning
Gift vouchers available for all treatments

Tel: 01189 723059

Susan Duke ITEC
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Clubs and Societies
Peppard Cricket Club
At this time of year, cricketers retire to
their local pubs to recount runs scored,
wickets taken and catches dropped all
with a memory affected by the cold
weather, beer and rose-tinted spectacles! Peppard is no different to other
clubs and so repaired to The Unicorn
recently to remember and recognise
the achievements of the summer.
Following an excellent meal, the business of speeches and awards for the
season began. After his marathon
“innings” last year, Club Captain
Hugh Asquith restricted his review of
the season to a twenty-20 length rather
than a test match!
Roy Hayden collected the 1st XI
“Bowler of the Season” award, while
his son Daniel was the 2nd XI
“Players’ Player of the Season”. Euan
Brock received the 1st XI “Players’
Player of the Season” and “Young
Player of the Season” awards while
father Ronnie was awarded 1st XI
“Batsman of the Season” award.
Steve Roberts was the 2nd XI “Bowler
of the Season” and Garry Legg was
the 2nd XI “Batsman of the Season”.
The “Clubman of the Year” award is
one of the most difficult to decide on.
A club like Peppard is dependent on
the work done by many people to prepare the pitches, cut the outfield, mend
things that get broken, do pre-season
and end of season work on the square,
cleaning the showers and making the
teas! This year however it went to Ian
Halliday for his tireless work on the
new score box and surrounds as well
as his enthusiastic umpiring throughout the season.

The club also defended it’s Berkshire Indoor Cricket League title and
one of our Vice Presidents, John
Nelson, was on hand to present the
trophies to the winning players, Tim
Vines, Andy Watts, Euan Brock,
Roy Hayden, Daniel Hayden, Ronnie
Brock and Gerry Bacon.
As the beer flowed and the evening
drew to a close, the talk turned to
what we will do to the opposition in
next season’s Berkshire league programme! With the spirit and enthusiasm that exists in the club we will be
having these events for many years
to come. Roll on summer 2008.
Ronnie Brock

Judo Club
We held the Bushido Nationals on
Sunday the 24th November and most
of our child members came. They
brought back to the club several
gold, silver and bronze medals and
we are very pleased for them. Now
they are working towards their grading which happens before the end of
term. Their next competition will be
in the New Year so more news then.
Norma Lawson

1st Kidmore End Brownies
Brownies is an organisation for girls
aged between 7 and 11 years old. At
1st Kidmore End Brownies, we do a
variety of activities including crafts,
campfires, singing, dancing and
games (gone are the days when
Brownies were expected to do cross
stitch and knitting in their Brownie
meetings!).

HAPPY PETS
Are happier at home whilst their owners roam
Let us visit, feed, and cuddle daily while you’re away
VET APPROVED
Phone/Fax 0118 972 1871 & 0118 924 2589

Mike Farina

Auto Services

Servicing, repairs and welding for all makes of vehicles
21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common
Telephone: 0118 972 4036
MOT tests arranged

At Kidmore End Brownies we are
lucky to have two young and dedicated Guiders who are always willing
to make fools of themselves or get
covered in glue/glitter/paint if it results in 20 happy Brownies.
Brownies is a good way for girls to
make friends with others their age
who they may not normally mix with
as they are in a different year/group/
school. Also at only £20 per term, it
has proved to be very good value for
money!
If you would like any more information about how your daughter can join
our waiting list and become a Brownie
please feel free to phone Claire Swannell on 01189 617243 or email me at
claireswanell@yahoo.co.uk and I shall
be happy to answer any questions you
may have.
Claire Swannell

2nd Kidmore End Brownies
For historical reasons our brownie
pack is ‘Kidmore End’ although we
meet at Christ the King Church in
Sonning Common and girls come to
us from a wide local area including
Peppard Primary school. For many
years the pack has been full – that is
with 24 girls and very often more.
This term has been very busy. The
first half was devoted to the Oxfordshire Challenge badge, discovering
many facts about our county and
learning a great deal. We were visited
by Michael Macleod who told us
about the Oxfordshire Ox – the Rother
Beast, and by Jason Stevenson from
Lovibonds brewery who explained the
brewing process. We studied village

Colin Porteous
of Sonning Common

Taxi Service

0118 972 2193
Peppard Relief in Need
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times
If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.
Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone
Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631)
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names, tasted Banbury cakes and
hiked to Greys Court among other
events.
The latter half of term we have been
learning about caring responsibly –
with the First Aid and Home Safety
badges. We will round off the term
with carol singing at one of our local
residential homes and a trip to the
pantomime.
Ros Jennings
0118 9723520

1st Peppard Guides
I can’t believe that we are heading
towards Christmas so quickly. We
seemed to have packed in so many
activities this term; not least the 1,000
Years of Oxfordshire badge which has
been specially commissioned to commemorate 1,000 years of Oxfordshire
and must be completed by 31st December. In addition to completing this
badge, we found time to learn about
sending messages by semaphore, how
to tie and use various knots. The
Guides then made their own knot
boards to display the different types of
knots. We also held a pirate themed
party where the girls became experts
at walking the plank and the best
dressed pirate in each patrol got a
prize. Treasure maps were made and
gold treasure chocolate coins were
taken home as “booty”.
Although Melanie and I set up the 1st
Peppard Guide unit last September, it
was on 21st November 2006 that all of
our new Guides (including Melanie
and myself) made our promise and
were officially welcomed into the
Guiding Family by District Commis-

sioner Gill Chappell. We celebrated
our first birthday with cake and a
chorus of “Happy Birthday”. We
have such a great team of girls who
tackle every activity with gusto and
over the next two terms Melanie and
I are planning some excursions to tie
in with some of the badges the girls
want to do. Our second year looks
set to be even busier than our first!
Any girls wishing to find out more
about Guides please contact Amanda
Coull on 01491 628904.

1st Sonning Common Cubs
This term, we have welcomed seven
new cubs and a new leader
‘Mowgli’. We have been doing four
badges: Emergency Aid, Road
Safety, Map Reading and Science as
well as continuing our involvement
in the Scouting Centenary Celebrations. Our hard work fund-raising
over the summer means that the
work on our new kitchen starts soon;
so it won’t be long before we are
doing our Chef’s badge!
We meet every Tuesday in Baskerville Road, Sonning Common. If
you are interested in joining us
please contact Penny Cottrell
(Akela) on 0118 3262790 or 0118
9724282. You can put your name
down at any age.
Chris Dillistone
Committee Chairman

Peppard Tennis Club
Now that the dark nights are here,
we are still hoping to play tennis
under floodlights on Tuesday and
Thursday evenings from 18.30 on-

wards, weather permitting!! We still
play League matches during the winter months, so if anyone would like to
join us please contact Kim Fry 0118
9474051 for any information. Our
junior coaching programme is still
ongoing. This happens on a Saturday
morning, and covers all age groups, so
any enquiries please call the above
number.

Peppard Bowls Club
We held our Annual Dinner at
Badgemore Golf Club recently when
70 members took part in the presentation of trophies to the 2007 winners by
President John Faulkner, Captain
Elaine Roberts and Vice-Captain
Barry Smart. That was the last event
for the year and we now look forward
to a 2008 season of outdoor bowling
from next April. Details will be given
in a future issue of Peppard News.
Betty Freeman
Tel: 0118 972 2087

Chiltern Players will be presenting
Sleeping Beauty as a special treat for
New Year audiences.
A traditional panto, it will be fun for
all the family, from the tiniest tot upwards and will be great value for the
price of just £6 a ticket.
Performances take place at Peppard
War Memorial Hall, Gallowstree
Road, Rotherfield Peppard on Friday,
January 18th at 20.00 and Saturday,
January 19th at 14.30 and 20.00.
Carol Evans

Computer Problems?
Is your PC misbehaving? Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance &
Upgrades, Broadband, Networking, Data Recovery &
Migration, Virus Cleaning, and much more.
Phone Robin Piercey at Influential Computers on 01491
680036, or visit www.influentialcomputers.com.

K H BUILDERS
BRICKWORK SPECIALISTS
FEATURE WORK
ALL BUILDING AND INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATE

KEVIN HORNE
Tel: 01491 629229
Mob: 07717 443042
the.hornes@tiscali.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds

Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)
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Peppard Diary
JANUARY
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sat

5
7
8
9
15
16
17
18
19

Tue
29
FEBRUARY
Sat
2

SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s
FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH office
Hort.Soc/C.Edge/19.30/Plant Association in the garden
WI/FISH Service to Community/Mem.Hall/14.30
Mobile Library – see below for time & place
Peppard Lunch Club/12.00/Memorial Hall
FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office
Chiltern Players/SleepingBeauty/Mem.Hall/20.00
Chiltern Players/SleepingBeauty/Mem.Hall/14.30/20.00

Fri
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
MARCH
Sat
Mon

15
20
26
25
26

Peppard School Term ends
Peppard Lunch Club/12.00/Memorial Hall
FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office
Peppard School Term begins
Mobile Library – see below for time & place

1
3

SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s
FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH office

Fri

7 All Saints’/A March Miscellanny/Concert/20.00

Mobile Library – see below for time & place

Tue
Wed

SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s
Toddler & Baby Group/Table Top Sale/Mem.Hall
Mon
4 FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH office
Tue
12 Mobile Library – see below for time & place
Wed
13 WI/History of Wallingford/Mem.Hall/14.30
Hort.Soc/C.Edge/19.30/Caversham Court Makeover
Mobile Library – time & place – Peppard School 11.55 – 12.10
Green Gym: Robin Howles – 0118 9723528

11 Mobile Library – see below for time & place
12 WI/AGM/Mem.Hall/14.30
Hort.Soc/C.Edge/19.30/Let’s Samba in S. America
15 S.C. Pre-School/Table Top Sale/S.C.Vill.Hall/10.00
19 Peppard Lunch Club/12.00/Memorial Hall
20 FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office
25 Mobile Library – see below for time & place
31 Peppard School/Year 6/Manor Trip
FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 ((Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30)
Peppard Lunch Club: Sally Longhurst 0118 9722808

Sat
Wed
Thu
Tue
Mon

STATIC ATTENDED DUSTCARTS/KERBSIDE GARDEN WASTE
January 08

Month

February

March

Date

2nd

9th

16th

23rd

30th

6th

13th

20th

27th

5th

12th

19th

26th

Place

SC

RP

SC

RP

SC

RP

SC

RP

SC

RP

SC

RP

SC

Place: RP = Peppard Xroads, SC = behind Somerfield. Garden/electrical waste will NOT be accepted, ONLY Non-recyclable general. Times: Wed 8-11

Gdn Waste

-

CHURCH SERVICES
Christmas Services
All Saints’

Monday 24th
Christmas Eve
Tuesday 25th
Christmas Day
Sunday Services
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)

17.30 Nativity Play & Carols
23.00 Holy Communion
09.00 Holy Communion
11.00 Seven Lessons & Carols
6

JANUARY
13
20
27

3

FEBRUARY
10 17 24

19.00 Advent Amnesty
17.30 Vigil Mass
09.00 Morning Mass
10.30 Family Mass
18.00 Mass for Children
21.00 Midnight Mass
10.30 Morning Mass

2

9

MARCH
16 233 30

10.30 Christmas Service
23.30 Midnight Communion
10.30 Christmas Day Service
NOTES

1 Ecumenical Service during Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity

10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

Peppard Congregational
10.30 Carol Service

St Michael’s

Sunday 16th
Monday 17th
Saturday 22nd
Sunday 23rd

4 2 Mothering Sunday
3 Easter Day
4 Benefice Service

2
1

Sunday Services at Peppard Congregational Church
Family Service: 10.30 - 11.45 Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30

PEPPARD
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
Monday-Friday 09.00
Saturday 17.30 Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

Trade Counter
Bishopsland Farm, Peppard Road, Dunsden, Reading RG4 9NR
Tel: 0118 972 2028

Fax: 0118 972 4559

