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Bob Newnham joined the Peppard News
team in April 2016 as our new Webmaster.
With limited experience of developing
websites, Bob took on the challenge of
creating a new website for Peppard News.
His commitment and enthusiasm in
updating our website has culminated in a
very modern, professional looking website.
The content remains very much the same
but it is now far easier to use and navigate
around and contains lots of stunning photographs of the village.
The website address remains the same:
www.peppardnews.co.uk. Do please have a
look – you will find all our current and past
issues of both Peppard News and Junior
Peppard News plus lots of useful information about the village and news items that
are updated on a regular basis. It is now
truly a village website to be proud of.
Bob is always happy to include items that
are submitted by our readers – so if you
have any news or events that you want to
publicise then please let us know.
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Our Young Achievers

Our Schools
Peppard C of E Primary School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354

An icy wind today tells us that winter is
here! Already into Term 2 of the year and
plans are well underway for our KS1 play,
Children of the World and also our
Christingle Service.
We had a very successful Harvest Service
with an amazing variety of goodies shared
out between Springwood Church, who
were collecting for the Christian
Community Action, and CIRDIC, a centre
for the homeless in Reading. The fresh
produce was taken to Abbeycrest Care
Home in Sonning Common. The generosity of our families is outstanding.
We raised £93 for Jeans for Genes charity
and are currently selling the poppies for
Remembrance Day.
Children have been out and about
throughout Term 1 with visits including
Chiltern Open Air Museum, Oxford History of Science Museum, Kew Gardens
and Hill End Field Study Centre where the
children spent the day learning what life
was like during the Stone Age. They made
some amazing spears! There were also
residential visits to Cardigan and
Bridgewater. (See Junior Peppard News
for the children’s own reports.)
The children were very excited to go
along to events at this year’s Henley
Literary Festival and they hadsome books
signed while they were there by David
Baddiel and Andy Riley.
The Years 5 and 6 children have had
swimming assessments during lessons at
Queen Anne School’s pool, which
culminated in some very valuable lifesaving lessons.

Headteacher

Nick Steele
Chairman of the Governors

Christine Bradbury
I’m listening to the wind in the trees as I
write this during the half-term break.
Term 1 seemed to fly by. Our
Macmillan coffee morning in September
was very well supported, and we are
very grateful to so many of you who
came along. It was our best total to date,
so we pass on our sincere thanks. At the
coffee morning Felicity Cooper bought
along a beautiful cake in the shape of a
lamb.
Our children go to St John the Baptist
Church in Kidmore End once a month to
take part in the Little Lambs group;
again Felicity Cooper made a lambshaped cake to celebrate the fact that,
this year, the group has been in existence for ten years.
We have enjoyed learning about
autumn, with nature walks in the woods
and crafts inspired by the season. After
half term, we began with Halloween and
are now preparing for our Christmas
performance, our trip to the pantomime
and all things glittery.
We are a small pre-school with session
numbers limited to 14 children. I do still
have a limited number of spaces on the
register so if you would like more information phone me on 0118 948 4985 or
e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk as soon as
possible. Please see our website at
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for
further information or find us on
Facebook @kidmoreendpreschool.

Bethan Toward is a Year 6 pupil at
Peppard and is a really good dancer. She
was inspired to dance by her mum who
had danced as a young girl and dancing is
in the family as her younger sister,
Heather, and her aunt also dance. Once
Bethan tried, she knew that dancing was
for her. She is so enthusiastic that she
loves all kinds of dance, ballet, modern
and tap dancing.

We talked to her about what she’s doing
now. She’s currently studying at JG
Dance and loving her lessons. She has
performed really well as a dancer, competing in the British Arts quarter- and
semi-finals and she has won lots of medals including the award for most improved
dancer. While she doesn’t want to make a
career out of dancing, she said she always
wants to continue dancing as a hobby.
Her favourite performance was the tooth
fairy and she’s really looking forward to
her next performance titled Mission
Impossible!

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements:
Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal;
Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design.

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 146 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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Snippets
Finally, we asked her what is her favourite sandwich filling: ham, cheese and
cucumber!
We think she’s going to have a lot of fun
dancing and wish her the best of luck with
Mission Impossible.

Teenage leg-spinner Josh Perkins showcased his multi-sports abilities as the
Peppard Stoke Row cricketer finished
third in the first-ever Oratory School
Aquathlon.
The 18-year-old ex-Abingdon School
student was one of the highlights of the
PSR summer as he took 38 wickets – the
third most in the club – and demonstrated
his fitness in completing the 200m swim
and 2.4km run at a brisk pace at the start
of November.

In his debut event, Peppard resident
Perkins said: ‘This was my first time
doing one of these and it was great. It was
quite tiring, especially coming up the front

drive, but I’m happy with my time and
I’m looking forward to doing it again.’
He is now looking forward to tackling
another event at the school on Sunday
10th December.
Perkins enjoyed another fine summer on
the cricket field, taking his first PSR hat
-trick during a wonderful spell of 5-20
in the Reading Midweek League game
against Hutchison 3, and also excelling
on his 1st XI debut with brilliant figures
of 4-16 at Sandhurst – a display which
proved crucial in victory for an understrength side and ultimately a runners-up
position in the Berkshire Premier
League.
Perkins made a half century (51) against
Widmer St Margarets for the Unicorns
and captain Rich Ashton was quick to
praise the youngster. He said: ‘Josh is a
player of immense potential and has one
of the best attitudes of young players I
have come across. He is humble, hugely
talented, and hopefully will go on to be
a great asset for PSR.’

If you know of any young person up to
the age of 25 who has achieved something remarkable, please do let us know
at Peppard News. It may be a member
of your family or even yourself!
We know the village is full of amazing
young people whose achievements
should be celebrated and a piece in
Peppard News is the way to do it.
It does not have to be a sporting or
academic achievement; it might be
something else entirely but don't be shy
at getting in touch with us at
peppardnews@btinternet.com and we
will do the rest.

From 1st to 22nd December a traditional
Christmas dinner will be served in the
Cowshed! Visit Greys Court to see the
house dressed for the festive season and
the Tudor Christmas Celebration display
in the Cromwellian Building (Friday 1st
December to Saturday 6th January).
On Friday 1st, Wednesday 6th or Saturday
9th December come and create a stunning
wreath for your front door. (Book online
for any of the above) For more
information: 01491 628529 or
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/greys-court
If you are on your own or a couple fed up
with cooking turkey for two; Jill Vallis ( a
FISH committee member) and Chrissie
Phillips-Tilbury invite you to join them
for lunch on Christmas Day in the Sonning Common Village Hall at 12:30 for
13:00. We have now been organising
Christmas Day Lunches for the last eight
years. We provide a full roast turkey
lunch, with all the trimmings, Christmas
pudding or trifle and crackers with the
usual awful jokes! Later in the afternoon
we have tea and mince pies and/or
Christmas cake. The hall will be decorated with lights and a Christmas tree.
Tickets are £10 and are available from
Occasions or you can telephone Chrissie
on 0118 972 1058. We'd love to see you!

Working with South Oxfordshire District
Council and the NHS, the Affordable
Warmth Helpline offers free impartial
advice on reducing your energy bills and
can help with free loft insulation. Call
0800 107004 from 09:00-17:00 Monday
to Friday. Email awn@nef.org.uk.
Website
www.affordablewarmthnetwork.org.uk.
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The Councils
You may have spotted new cabling and
cabinets being installed along Stoke Row
Road. Yes, Superfast Broadband is finally
coming to those parts of the parish without it. They are installing FTTC (Fibre to
the Cabinet) at four nodes: Gipsy Lane,
The Unicorn, Colmore Lane and The
Pavilion, which are expected to be in
service by December. Distribution will be
via ‘plain old copper’ so the distance from
the cabinet determines the quality and
speed of the broadband. We are continuing to support BBfO (Better Broadband
for Oxfordshire) with their plans.
We have been reviewing our options for
the Pavilion having decided to improve,
rather than replace, the existing building.
To best effect this, a PIC (Pavilion Improvement Committee) has been formed
comprising three Council members:
Simon Crouch, Tony Rancombe and Sue
Rowlands; two Cricket Club members:
Gerry Bacon and Charlie Laing and two
local parishioners: Mr. Mike Casserley
and Dr. Andrew Burnett. Mike and
Andrew were invited to keep a ‘local’
independent overview of the project. We
are also fortunate in calling upon the
PIC’s various expertise in engineering,
project management and financing. We
are clear that we need to balance the
essential improvements to this WW11
memorial with the local needs - appearance, environmental and functional.
The PIC has been working closely with
the Cricket Club to investigate funding.
Subject to confirmation it will cost c. £150
-200,000 with 50% anticipated from an
SODC grant, 25% from a mix of our
sports’ charity, Parish Council funds and
the War Memorial Trust. Finally, the
Cricket Club can access sporting funds
and other local charities to generate 25%.
The PIC has invited tenders from a shortlist of architects and will ask the Council
to select one in readiness for public
consultation and planning permission.
On other matters, the Council continues to
be concerned about the impact of a possible Third Reading Bridge. To this end
I have written to the Henley Standard, our
MP and heads of OCC and SODC to highlight our main worries. Many of you have
noticed the increased traffic on our local
roads (B481) with the current closure of

Parish Council
Chairman: Simon Crouch
e-mail: simon.crouch@rppc.org.uk
Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane
Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE
Tel: 0118 940 6809
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillor: Charles Bailey
Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary for dates and times.

the Reading–Henley (A4155) road.
What will the volume of traffic be like
with the A329M traffic landing in
Oxfordshire? Will any feeder roads be
dual carriageway? What provision will
be made for directing this additional
traffic? What will be the environmental
impact? The most likely option would
be through what is currently a nature
reserve and then on through either
residential areas or unspoilt countryside.
The Council will remain vigilant.
Finally we say thank you and farewell
to Councillor Valerie Ross who is
stepping down after nearly six years
serving her community. In particular she
has played a key role liaising with our
friends at Peppard War Memorial Hall
and has always been very supportive of
all Council initiatives (particularly the
Junior Playground). We wish her well.
Two active Councillors have joined in
the last 12 months – but we still
desperately need more of the same.

We are now undertaking two new
challenges: Pavilion improvements and
a Neighbourhood Development Plan.
The project to improve the Sports Pavilion will be a huge upgrade. We need

new councillors to bring this exciting plan
to fruition.
A white paper comes from the Department
of Communities and Local Government:
Fixing our Broken Housing Market.
Supporting this is another: New Houses
and New Places (Forward by Rt Hon
Sajid Javid MP, Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government),
that has been circulated to County and
District Councils. It specifies new quotas
– at county and parish level. SODC is
developing a new Local Plan to implement these Government policies that, once
approved, will shape the future of our
district. This means an increase of 5% of
houses in our parish by 2033 but this
could be 10% without a Neighbourhood
Development Plan. Please see link:
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
planning-for-the-right-homes-in-the-rightplaces-consultation-proposals.
A good plan requires local knowledge,
local thought, local resource and local
action! A good NDP will define (along
with our planning authority) ‘the optimum’ places to build more homes. Cllr
Fiona Berry has been heading our
Planning Team for the last five of her
seven years on the Council and has been
very successful in providing detailed
responses and objections to new developments where required. She has developed
her knowledge of planning during this
time but, sadly, Fiona leaves us next
March so we now urgently need interested
people to join our Planning Team. This
would enable new members to work
alongside Fiona (and her team) so that she
may pass on her knowledge before leaving. A document could then be drafted to
address the NDP issue.
Put simply, if we don’t have the people on
the Council to respond, we will not
respond. If we have no plan, as a village,
we will see unplanned property development everywhere. This equates to the
‘Wrong Houses in the Wrong Places’! The
Parish Council will have only five councillors by the end of the year instead of a
full team of ten.
Don’t hesitate to contact me. The above
aspects present worrying prospects. This
is no time to hold back!
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I know from the number of emails I
receive that many of you have great concerns about the impact on traffic on the
B481 should the bridge go ahead.
The new bridge would take off at the
Thames Valley Business Park and fly over
the Caversham Rowing Lake, landing on
the A4155 at the bottom of Caversham
Park Road. The bridge would disgorge
thousands of HGVs and cars from the
Reading Inner Distribution Road (IDR)
and the M4 into South Oxfordshire. Such
traffic would have two main onward options: along the B481 through the villages
of Sonning Common, Rotherfield Peppard, Highmoor and Nettlebed or along
the A4155 into Henley.
The latest news is that Matt Rodda MP
convened a meeting of the Bridge Steering
Group on Monday 18th September and I
was not invited, despite the fact that I
represent the nine parishes that would
suffer the greatest impact from the bridge.
The only Oxfordshire councillors present
were Ian Hudspeth, Leader of OCC, and
John Cotton, Leader of SODC. Aside
from MPs, Matt Rodda and John Howell,
the majority of attendees were Berkshire
councillors and officers. The following
day a Berkshire representative present at
the meeting stated during a BBC Berkshire Radio interview that in his opinion
the bridge would be built within five
years. The project continues to be driven
with enthusiasm and vigour by Berkshire
bodies, while neither Oxfordshire council
has much interest in the process, resulting
in limited challenge to the benefits suggested by the proponents.
The bridge proponents are attempting to
find £750,000 to fund the production of an
Outline Business Case proposal document. This is in addition to the £250,000
cost of the Strategic Outline Business
Case (SOBC) document discussed at the

September meeting. The bridge itself
would cost in excess of £110million. To
view the SOBC document see:
www.wokingham.gov.uk/parking-roadworks-and-transport/transport-and-roads
-guidance-and-plans/
It should be remembered this is not a
neutral document; as its name suggests,
and as is made clear in the introduction,
it has been produced to make the case
for the bridge. Section 1.2.9 on Page 7
unashamedly states: ‘The Strategic
Outline Business Case (SOBC) has been
developed in support of the New
Thames Crossing East of Reading’. I
can understand Berkshire's enthusiasm
for the project, but I do not believe
moving Reading's traffic problems onto
our rural roads is the answer.
I will continue to keep you updated.
Editors’ note: The B481 won’t be the
only road in Peppard that will be
affected. Stoke Row Road and
Gallowstree Road will also suffer from
increased traffic flows.

More Snippets
The KCCG (Kingwood Common
Conservation Group) winter schedule
can be found on the Chiltern Society and
Peppard News websites
(www.chilternsociety.org.uk)
(www.peppardnews.co.uk). The success
of our conservation programmes
depends on your support. Please help us;
the contacts are: Volunteering with
KCCG – Matthew Davis
(matthewdavis550@outlook.com) Joining Friends of the Commons – Clerk,
Liz Longley (clerk@nettlebedcommons.org), Volunteering with the
Chiltern Society – Peter Duxbury,
(getinvolved@chilternsociety.org.uk)

Adams Cars
Your Local Taxi Service

Taxis – Chauffeurs – Minibuses – Executive Cars
Rail & Airport Services / Parties / Weddings
Theatres / Hospitals / Sporting Events

01491 628888

0118 966 4000

Office: Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA

www.adams-cars.com
e-mail: booking@adams-cars.com

There are changes to pricing of disposal
of non-household waste at OCC waste
recycling centres. There continues to be
no charge for household waste but there is
now a charge of £1.50 for such items as a
25kg bag of soil/rubble or stonework or
bricks, a washbasin or sink and a shower
door or tray. A £3 charge is made for a
toilet pan and cistern and £5 per tyre.
More information
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste

Working parents of three and four year
old children are now entitled to 30 hours
of free childcare per week. This includes
those who are self-employed and some
parents on zero hours contracts. Apply by
the beginning of December for a January
start. To find out if you are eligible visit
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.

Local not-for-profit organisations whose
work benefits local residents can apply for
funding between £500 and £5,000.
Applications are being considered as they
come in so apply to your District Councillor as soon as possible. The grants scheme
closes on 19th December.
For more information visit
www.southandvale.gov.uk/grants-andcommunity-loans.

A Christmas Cornucopia featuring the
singers and three young local musicians,
Sonning Common Village Hall, 14:00
Saturday 9th December, doors open at
13:30. Tickets available from Occasions,
Wood Lane, Sonning Common.
Adults £10, 12 years and under £5,
seasonal refreshments included.
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Our Village
In early 2018 the Green Gym is going to
be 20 years old! An initiative, started by
Dr William Bird at the Sonning Common
Health Centre, has survived and flourished
all this time. And our local Green Gym
has now spawned Green Gyms all over
the UK with hundreds of people improving their physical and mental health
regularly each week. In Oxfordshire alone
we are now in Wallingford, Abingdon,
Chipping Norton and Bicester.
What’s more, the demand is often outstripping what we can do. In the last quarter we had requests for 35 sessions of
work and only 25 sessions to fit them in.
Our area has expanded over the years as
has the range of work we do. But one
thing hasn’t changed – our regular coffee
session when everyone has the chance to
chat and catch up with each other. Do join
us – call 0118 972 3528 or visit
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk.

The Health Walks continue through the
winter into spring with a daily programme
of routes, except for the days between 17th
December – 2nd January. Go to
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk
for more information.

Following the tragic and early death of his
wife, Ellie, Rob Blues hosted this event at
the Butcher’s Arms on Blounts Court
Road in order to raise funds for both Sue
Ryder, where Ellie was cared for during
her illness, and Beating Bowel Cancer. In
all, £4,356.98 was raised on the day:
£1,000 was from the raffle alone – this
exceeded all Rob’s expectations and he
found it a truly gratifying experience. The
event was organised by Rob and a small
group of close friends and throughout the
course of the day up to 700 people came
along; there were 300 people for the BBQ
alone. The music was provided by local
bands and Rob had seven people working
behind the bar all day.
To get a flavour of the day, a video can be
viewed on YouTube – search for The
Butcher’s Arms Big Bash or see:
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=axJxOmh_ffk
Johnson Matthey offered the use of their
car park for overflow parking and local
people helped out with gathering up
glasses and picking up litter.
Rob plans to do it all over again next year
– watch this space.

Well, some people think so because our
volunteers achieve so much in helping
those in need in our community. But
actually on Monday 4th December at
14:30 we have the incredible magician
Rod Type coming to the monthly tea
party in Sonning Common Village Hall
for an hour's worth of magic (a week
early this month). Other events include
the Christmas pub lunch and many interesting trips in our de-luxe mini bus.
There are also volunteering
opportunities if you have a spare couple
of hours any time for home visits or car
journeys. For all this and for more information please call the FISH office or
visit the website (see the Diary page).

There will be Christmas story and craft
sessions for under 10s on Saturdays 9th
and 16th December from 10:00
(homemade cakes will also be on sale).
For the first time in living memory we
will be open between Christmas and
New Year: Wednesday 27th,14:0019:00; Thursday 28th and Friday 29th:
09:00-13:00, 14:00-17:00; Saturday 30th
09:30-12:30.
Look out for more activities in the New
Year – contact us for details (0118 972
2448 or email: sonningcommon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

We celebrated National Libraries Week
in October with a quiz and a Young
Writers’ competition. The quiz raised
over £500 for books and equipment.
The winners of the quiz were the team
Two Hoots. Our chairman, Jill
Hutchinson, thanked all those local businesses who donated towards the raffle.
In mid-October, the prizes were awarded
to the young writers: in the category 16
years and under the winner was Isabelle
Chandler with her story Tag and the

runner-up was Mimi Fraser with her story
Hair from Hell. In the 11 years and under
the winner was Alice Kaseki with her
story The Magic Book and the runner up
was Amelie Cazey and her story Travel in
Time to Where. The winner of the under
seven category was Shriyaans Aravind
with his story Mini Men. In the Special
category the winner was Judith Stickings
with her story Elmo in Shotover Class, the
runner up was Angel Munakarmi with
Splash. Certificates of achievement were
awarded to all the entrants.
Jill praised all the entrants and thanked
the sponsors of the competition: Bewley
Homes, Peppard Building Supplies and
Sonning Common Vauxhall for their
support.

A big thank you to all those reading this
column who have recently used the Hall.
In October we enjoyed 28 private bookings and 31 confirmed bookings for
November. These are in addition to the
regular users of the Hall. A busy time!
The internal decoration is virtually complete and we look forward to welcoming
the Chiltern Players on 2nd December.
Christmas decorations will be going up on
the 30th November.
Many will be aware that the NHS Blood
and Transplant service have found reason
not to use the Hall. The Trustees have
written to them expressing disappointment at the decision and pointing out the
problems with local people having to go
to Henley. We have left them with an
open invitation to return.
To comply with our insurance, the trees
around the site were surveyed recently
and we are advised that there is much
dead wood that will have to be removed.
We will have to consider this and hopefully employ a local company to undertake the work.
Finally we are planning to have a Tea
Party at the Hall on 7th November 2018 to
celebrate the end of the Great War and to
remember those soldiers named on our
Memorial Plaque. More later !!

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Peppard News

Welcome to the Winter Edition of the Junior Peppard News. It’s been a busy term with lots of trips out.
Everyone is enjoying being back after the long summer break. We hope you enjoy this edition.

This year we have welcomed a new teacher
into our Year 5 and 6 class. Her name is
Miss Kyle. I met Miss Kyle and asked her a
few questions to get to know a bit more
about her.
I asked why she chose Peppard as her
school. She said that she really liked the
sense of community and the small village
school feel. I asked her what her favourite
subject to teach is and she told me that it
was History as ‘I studied History at Warwick
University and have always been interested
in history and how people lived in the past.’
Growing up Miss Kyle really enjoyed school
and said that she had ‘some amazing
teachers’. She explained that she thinks that
a good education is really important so
wants to give the next generation of children
the same opportunities that she had.
Looking forward to the year ahead I asked
her about her dream school trip. She said,
‘I’m really interested in water sports, so anything on water!’
Finally, a bit more information about her,
she has a cat called Austin. She described
him as ‘really big with a tail like a raccoon
and is grey and white.’
Of course we asked are about her favourite
sandwich filling: ‘tuna and sweetcorn, or
maybe a tuna melt’.

The best thing about moving up to Gillotts is that we become more independent as
individual people because the teachers rely on you finding your way around, having all
the books and kit you need and getting all of your homework done on time. We have
much harder work which is much more challenging and interesting. Charlie has even
done some GCSE level maths already!
We still see lots of people from Peppard, we nod Hello as we pass or see some people
daily. Charlie and Lois are in most classes together, Charlie and Fran do English
together and Charlie and Jess share a tutor group. But we all make new friends from
different schools which improves our social skills.
The thing that is most different from Peppard is remembering all of your different
teachers for all of your different subjects. We have around 17 teachers altogether. The
thing I miss most about Peppard is the ability to know everyone there. There are roughly
100 people at Peppard and nearly 800 students at Gillotts. That is quite a difference.
Secondary school is definitely more challenging than life at Peppard, but don’t let that
scare you. Once you get into the swing of things you feel like you are walking on air!

Every year in September we welcome our new foundation children to
our school. Each new child is paired up with a Year 6 or 5 child so they
have a buddy to look after them.
Georgia (Year 6) said that ‘my buddy is really cute and is a great gymnast.’ Kits (Year 6) explained that his responsibilities as a buddy are to
look after the little ones and keep them happy. Sienna (foundation) said
that her favourite game to play with the big buddies is Duck, Duck,
Goose. Jonty (Year 5) and Elsie (foundation) are buddies, when asked
if they always play together they said that they really like playing with
each other but that there are always lots of people around to play with.
This year these new buddies have made a great start. I’m sure that
they’re going to have a fantastic year.

Georgia and Sienna

Junior Peppard News is published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Friends of Peppard School and Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard. It is also available by e-mail.
Editors: Archie Croft, Kieran Dorking, Bethan Toward and Evie Young, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
As this is a new academic year we have to
elect our new school representatives.
There are three main categories for these
roles. They are Captains for the School
Teams, School Councillors and Worship
Councillors.
These elected children lead our school
teams in a wide variety of school activities
such as making the Christingle candles at
Christmas, egg decorating and rolling at
Easter, and Sports’ Day in the summer.
The school councillors make decisions
about some the activities that take place in
school. This year they are leading the
school fund raising efforts. Worship councillors help our school worship including
leading prayers in church.
Let me introduce you to the pupils taking
up these exciting roles.
Our Captains are:
Maple – Jake Wilde and Georgia Ruff
Oak – Kits Tanner and Nina Whitfield
Beech – Archie Croft and Kai Clements
Willow – May Lee and Louie Reynolds
The School Councillors are: William Home,
Archie Upsher, Dylan Mole, Bear Gow,
Freya Woodhouse, Phoebe Waite
The Worship Councillors are: Kai
Clements, Leigh Taylor, Benedict Hall ,
Ruby Turner, Esme Wilson, Ruby Wilde,
Sienna Cotton
Jake Wilde Team Captain said, ‘I feel
really good to be a team captain.’
Leigh Taylor Worship Councillor said, ‘I am
extremely happy to be a Worship Councillor.’
It’s clear that all the elected candidates are
very excited about their new roles. We
wish them good luck this year.

We have been learning about the Stone Age in class so on Monday 25th September we
went on a school trip to Hill End near Oxford. We went in two minibuses and Miss Tillotson, Mrs Elson and Ms Jones came with us.
When we arrived we met our leader called John who was wearing a bear skin over his
shoulder. He took us through a field and into the woods where he put us into two groups,
the Black Bears and the White Wolves. John painted the Black Bears with black face
stripes and the White Wolves with white stripes. Even the teachers had their faces
painted!

We had a shelter building competition and learnt how people would have lived in the
early Stone Age. We used branches, twigs and leaves and we got very dirty. We then
had to make sure that the whole team could fit inside the shelters. Once we were inside
the teachers tipped water over them to see who had built the most waterproof shelter.
Some people got very wet and the White Wolves won!
After that we went to an area of woods that had been set up like a village from a later
period of the Stone Age when farming had started and we imagined that we were hunter
gatherers. We went into a Stone Age round house which was made of mud, sticks,
leaves and straw and we learnt about the Stone Age people would have built it and how
they would have slept and cooked in it.
Then we made spears out of sticks, flint and strips of bark. We played a game where we
had to try to sneak up on our teachers and touch them with our spears without them
hearing us and we tried to hit a pretend wild boar with our spears!
Finally we went foraging for things that we could eat. We found sloes, blackberries and
apples. After that we made bread out of grain that we had ground down into flour and
then mixed it with water to make the dough. We cooked it on sticks over the fire and it
tasted really nice.
We had a really fun day and we would love to go back and visit again.

After the holiday we arrived back at school full of excitement as we were going
to the Chiltern Open Air Museum. We had a long drive in two minibuses to get
there but it was worth it as the museum was so much fun.
First we went into a barn and talked about how the Victorians lit their homes
and we made candles out of beeswax. After that we looked around the old
houses. One was called The Toll House where people had to pay to use the
road. Noah pretended to be the toll keeper and we all pretended to pay him.
Next we made rag rugs and talked about how these were used to keep Victorian houses warm. Finally we made bricks out of clay. It was very messy! We
built a wall with them and talked about how the bricks made a strong wall.
We all had a really good day. My favourite bit was making the candles and I’m
looking forward to taking mine home and putting it in a candle holder.
Visit to Chiltern Open Air Museum

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

 Implants
 Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
 Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
 Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

www.peppardnews.co.uk

Page 9

We met at Reading Station to board our train to Kilve Court.
Nervous and excited we were off on our first school residential
trip.
When we arrived we were told the rules and shown our rooms.
They were really cool, with bunk beds! Our first activity was
fossil hunting on the beach. We found lots and lots of Devil’s
Toenails and a few ammonites.
The next morning we did grass sledging. I was nervous at first
because it was so fast but it was so much fun. We all had a
great time. After that we built dens.
The best activity was the stream walk. It was really muddy. We
even had to stick our faces in the mud! Each challenge earned
us a stripe and we all earned all five stripes. We ended up having a mud fight!
We returned home on the train, tired but happy. We had a brilliant time!
Year 5 at Kilve Court

Year 6 in Pembrokeshire

Just before the Year 6s were to journey to Wales for their residential trip, the
news reports were flooded with pictures of hurricane Irma that hit the USA and
Caribbean, causing widespread destruction. We set off on the long, mini-bus
drive to Pembrokeshire with Yellow Flag warnings in Wales. There was no way
we could’ve slept in teepees! Once we had finally arrived at Morawelon Farm,
Cardigan we chose our bunk beds and had dinner! Afterwards we all wrote our
diaries, had hot chocolate, got ready for bed and went to sleep.
The next morning we went to a nearby woods to do rock
climbing and abseiling. The instructors, Jack and Rhid, were
very funny. Later, when we went rafting, Jack was continuously pushing in and pulling us backwards which was great
fun! I preferred abseiling to rock climbing, but it was so scary!
On Wednesday we did a scavenger hunt on the beach at
Freshwater East and learned all about Marram Grass and
how sand dunes are formed which was very interesting! Then
we went to Pembroke Castle (in Welsh: Castell Penfro).
There we met Isla who showed us around the fascinating
castle. We saw the room where King Henley VII was born and
the castle keep that had never been used. Once we’d had
dinner we headed over to the beach to play rounders. Alas,
when we got there it started gushing down with rain, however
we played anyway!
We dragged ourselves out of bed for our last day of activities,
but we were so excited about going surfing, body boarding
and coasteering. When we reached Abereiddy Beach we
squeezed into wetsuits, gathered our boards and were off! No
one stood up on the surf boards but we sort of managed to
stay on them! After lunch we walked over to a rocky ledge
and jumped off to swim round the point to clamber over the
cliffs. We took a running jump into the ‘Blue Lagoon’ and effortlessly floated
over to some more rocks to jump in again off walls that were about 6m high!
Sadly we had to go home the next day, but we were all missing our parents. I
thoroughly enjoyed the trip and will never forget it, even if we did get a bit wet!

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
 Open Monday to Friday during term-time
 Full and part-time places
 Fully government funded sessions available
 Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.






Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Three mornings sessions per week
Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837
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Our Village cont’d
The kingdom of Bhutan, hidden in the
Himalayas between China in the north
and India in the south, has only recently
emerged into the 21st century. Television
was only introduced to the country in
1999, and Bhutan is very aware of the
dangers of modernisation.
Our first day was an acclimatisation walk
to the Taktshang (Tiger’s Nest) Monastery. The view of the monastery is
awe-inspiring as it hangs onto what looks
from afar like a sheer vertical cliff. It was
a hot, tough climb. The effects of altitude
start to be felt from about 3,000m above
sea level, so the climb to the monastery
was to give us all a taste of what walking
at altitude would be like: the shortage of
oxygen in the atmosphere causes extreme
shortness of breath, and the possibly of
headaches, nausea and vomiting. To minimise the effects, the idea is to climb up
high, but then descend and sleep at a
lower altitude.

Rosemary Dunstan at the Tiger’s Nest

The main trek started the next day, on the
Druk Path, from Paro to Thimphu, the
capital, which we walked in five days.
The scenery was magnificent, with alpine
meadows, pine forests, and views of distant mountains and valleys. The track was
extremely rocky and uneven in places,
with steep climbs and descents. At the
highest pass we reached (4,500 m) we
even had snow! The nights spent camping

were all below freezing with frost on the
tents in the mornings. My knees and I
survived the rigours of the trek and soon
recovered once we were back at a hotel
in Thimphu.
If you’d like to support my fundraising
for the Institute of Cancer Research, you
can donate by cash or cheque (payable
to the Institute of Cancer Research), or
online: www.justgiving.com/RosemaryDunstan61

The Poppy Appeal in our area is based
entirely on ‘house to house’ collections
and ‘static poppy boxes’ in shops and
other business outlets. There are no
street or store collections but there is
also a collection on Remembrance
Sunday during the Service.
There are about 20 ‘house to house
collectors’ and my heartfelt thanks to
them for the miles they cover and the
doors they knock. Some of these
volunteers have undertaken this task for
more than 20 years.
This year, our total so far having
counted the cash from all our collectors
and business boxes is just over
£3,700. We are expecting further
donations in the near future. Most noteworthy of all is that Peppard School
raised just over £205!
As always, I must thank the residents of
Peppard, Greys and Stoke Row for their
generosity and their welcome to our
volunteers.
This year we remember the Battle of
Passchendaele, especially Ernest Henry
Pike who was killed on 16th August
1917, and his step brother Albert Bernard Knight, who died of wounds on 25th
July 1918. Both these names appear on
Peppard War Memorial, sited in All
Saints’ churchyard.

It was only a year ago that Funeral
Director Julian Walker took up cycling
but, as an ex-soldier, he decided to join
hundreds of others on the recent Pedal to
Paris to raise funds for the British
Legion to give support to serving
soldiers, veterans and their families. So
far Julian has raised £2,500.
Starting from London, over four days
Julian cycled almost 300 miles through
London, Kent and Northern France
finishing in Paris where a service of
Remembrance was held at the Arc de
Triomphe. He battled with cold and lack
of sleep, 'It's an experience I will not
forget. When we went through a village in
France people were hanging out of their
windows cheering. It made the hills feel
slightly shorter to have that local support.'
As a former infantry officer, Julian knows
the importance of support from Royal
British Legion. He enjoyed training for
the ride and plans to continue cycling, 'It
is a healthy and very friendly sport and it
has given me the opportunity to see more
of the area where I live.'
If you would like to add to the total Julian
has raised please go to
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
julianwalkerpedaltoparis.

I am currently in the process of setting up
a youth forum for the Sonning Common
and Peppard area with the help of the
local councils as well as the local police
and youth club. I would also like to get
both the main schools involved, Chiltern
Edge and Gillotts, as this is the age group
we are aiming for. The idea is to
organise regular events for the children to
give them something to do rather than

www.peppardnews.co.uk

Page 11

Peppard People
hang around the village centre and
outside the shops.
I'm going to contact the head teachers and
eventually hold a public meeting at
Sonning Common Village Hall so that I
can ask both the parents and children what
suggestions they have and what they
would like to see happening in the area. I
also intend to visit Club SC to find out
what is already on offer.
I would welcome any ideas that anyone
has or if you would like to get involved
please email me at,
weston.mark1975@gmail.com.

Handmade Christmas wreaths, crosses
and festive decorations, homemade jams
and chutneys, honey from the
Greenshoots' bees, produce, donated
books and DVDs and seasonal refreshments will be on sale at Greenshoots,
Manor Farm, on Thursday 30th November
and Friday 1st December 10:00-16:00 and
Saturday 2nd December 10:00-14:00.
Greenshoots will be closed on 23rd
December reopening on 27th December
then closed from 30th December to 2nd
January. For more information contact
denise@waysandmeans.org.uk or phone
01491 628933.

The Studio Gallery at Manor Farm
celebrates its 10th anniversary this month!
To commemorate her gallery’s anniversary, owner CJ Holding has also just
released a Fine Art Edition /150 of her
famous ‘Angel’ photograph. 50% of all
sales are funding an independent project
where every penny pays for materials and
labour to build Kipsamoite Primary
School in the Nandi Province, Kenya.
This project was set up by long term
business associate Duncan McDonald; the
poverty stricken village now has two
brand new classrooms thanks to Duncan’s
hard work fundraising and managing the
project. Now we need help to start Phase
2 - building more classrooms, a staff and
store room plus the life changing installation of a fresh water well, lavatories and a

feeding programme for the youngest and
poorest. Any donation is invaluable. Just
£9 will build a child’s school desk,
made locally in the village using timber
carefully selected from their local forest.
Please help and visit
www.nandiproject.com to find out more
or make a donation.

Joseph was born in 1912 in Liskeard,
Cornwall the son of Frederick Joseph
Rickard, a grocer of Higher Lux,
Liskeard, and his wife Mary Ursula. He
married Audrey E. Waits in 1940 and
they came to live at Bolberry, Peppard.
Joseph joined the Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserve, and after his training
he was posted to 44 Squadron as an
Observer. In August 1944 the Squadron
was stationed at RAF Waddington, being the first operational Squadron to be
fully equipped with the Avro Lancaster
Bomber. On the night of 24th August
1942, Avro Lancaster W4105, coded
KM-K, took off from Waddington
bound for a raid on Germany. The crew
comprised Pilot Officer Denis Franklin
Nicholson, RAFVR, Pilot Officer Leys
Middleton Beaumont, RCAF, Pilot Officer Gordon Cameron McDonald, RCAF,
Flight Sergeant Robert Gerald Page,
RAFVR, Flight Sergeant Frank Hagger,
RAF (Auxiliary Air Force), Sergeant
James Vincent Holland, RAFVR and
Pilot Officer Joseph Matthews Rickard,
RAFVR, Observer.
The aircraft was shot down over
Belgium, and all of the crew were
killed. They were all buried in the
Gosselies Communal Cemetery, Hainault, Belgium. Joseph is also remembered on the All Saints’ Memorial.
Joseph’s widow, Audrey Evelyn
Rickard, married Flight Lieutenant
George Henry Mair at All Saints’ on
22nd December 1945.
Editors’ note: Due to space constraints
one article has been omitted (Sue Ryder
events) and the unabridged version of
Commons News (KCCG) can be read
on our website at the end of the current

Pauline likes to keep busy. Well, she
certainly does that. Over 25 years ago she
spotted an advertisement asking for help
during lunchtimes at Peppard School. It
entailed supervising up to 100 children
during their lunch breaks. Since she lived
in Church Lane at the time, it was easy
enough for her to walk across the road to
give her assistance.
Most of the children bring packed lunches
prepared at home that they love having
out on the nearby common but in bad
weather two classrooms are dedicated for
lunches. Pauline, along with another
supervisor, oversees their activities during
this period and ensures that they are
always busy. On the common they can
run around to their hearts’ content but
during indoor lunches they draw, play
games or read: She says that ‘one of her
looks’ very quickly restores order if any
child thinks of transgressing the rules.
At 73 she still keeps very active. Up until
her 60s she played badminton and also
squash at county level in the Oxfordshire
league and these days, to remain fit, she
joins the Health Walks on a regular basis.
Having moved away from Church Lane,
she now lives locally with her daughter,
Joanna, in Sonning Common but is still
very involved in the Peppard community.
Having been invited to the Peppard WI
for a cup of tea, she went along out of
curiosity: she soon found herself not only
a member but also a committee member
for that too. She also represents the
Peppard WI on the committee for the
Peppard War Memorial Hall committee.
Many years ago she ‘trod the boards’ at
the Kenton theatre playing walk-on roles
but she has maintained an interest in the
theatre ever since. Now, purely for relaxation, Pauline thoroughly enjoys going
along to the theatre with the Theatre Club
from Sonning Common. She enjoys any
type of theatre and is looking forward to
an upcoming performance of My Fair
Lady at the Sonning Mill theatre.
We are very lucky to have such an active
and committed person involved with our
school.
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Clubs and Societies
Our December production is a murder
mystery supper entitled Tis the Season to
be Jolly.
The production is being presented for one
night only on Saturday 2nd December in
Peppard War Memorial Hall. Doors open
at 19:15 ready for a start at 19.45. Tickets,
which include a three course meal, together with a £5.00 contribution to the
Ehlers Danlos charity, are available at
£15.00 each from 0118 972 2632,
Occasions in Sonning Common, or
chiltern.players@yahoo.co.uk

The 2017-18 season started with voting
night when everyone chose their top five
films they would like to see next year. The
most votes were for The Viceroy’s House,
a drama concerning the period leading up
to the partition between India and
Pakistan. It will be shown in January but
if you want to come, please book soon as
half the tickets have already gone! As a
result of the voting the other films for
February and March will be A United
Kingdom and There’s a Girl in My Soup.
Full details are on the enclosed flyer. It’s
the best value evening out in Peppard and
great fun so if you’ve not been before,
why not come? But remember we are very
popular!

A recent health initiative supported by
SCHC is local Walking Football, see
www.sonningcommonhealthcentre.co.uk
The initiative is in conjunction with the
local football club, Rotherfield United,
who see this as part of their community
role. Walking Football is one of the fastest growing activities for older people in
the country. We now have a group of

over 20 members with ages ranging
from 57-73. Anyone can join regardless
of their perceived ability and play is at
your own pace - there are a growing
number of voluntary tournaments for
interested parties.
A sponsor, Berkshire Physiotherapy
Centre, have paid for our tournament
kit. Their director, Jim Adkins, explains
the benefits: ‘Most forms of exercise are
good for us, improving our heart and
lung function, promoting increased circulation, muscle strength and flexibility,
improving bone density, healthy cartilage and toning our gut and digestive
system. Walking football offers all of
these, but the best that walking football
offers over cycling, swimming, walking
and running is that it improves balance
and co-ordination - essential in older
people as this becomes compromised as
we age, especially those over 60.’
We aim to serve local villages and meet
every Wednesday at Bishopswood
Sports field at 10:30. Further details are
available from Ian Massey
07982600054

Sonning Common Parish Council,
which funds the majority of our
expenses, has agreed to take over our
administration. Parish Councillor, Mika
Rinta-Suksi will be lead member for the
Council. One of our two new Youth
Leaders, Ruth Elwell, commented: ‘We
have been a victim of our own success
because we now regularly have 30
children on a Tuesday night and 50+ on
a Wednesday. We desperately need
more volunteers.’ We welcome volunteers who cannot commit to a regular
youth club session but are willing to
contribute when time allows.
Ideally we would like to have a database

of people prepared to give up a couple of
hours occasionally or can stand in at short
notice. We already have some very
committed young parents who volunteer
when their work permits.
Our other new Youth Leader, Sunny
Smithers, has some wonderful ideas for
events. We have plenty of exciting
activities planned for young people to
enjoy. Both Ruth and Sunny have children
who attend local schools and are very
committed to ensuring the children enjoy
themselves in a safe environment.

For their December concerts, the South
Chiltern Choral Society (SCCS) is delighted to be joined by special guests The
Hill Primary School Choir and the Chiltern Brass Quintet. The programme includes Cecilia McDowall’s Christus natus
est and Alan Bullard’s A Feast for Christmas both featuring well known seasonal
songs. After interval refreshments, the
audience will be invited to join in with
Christmas carols. The concerts will be
held on Saturday 16th December at 19:30
and Sunday 17th December at 14:00 at
Chiltern Edge School where there is free
parking and wheelchair access. Tickets
will cost £12 (under 21s £6) including
interval refreshments, and are available
via the choir’s website
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or
contact 07808 812841 for more information.
SCCS loves to sing all sorts of music –
classical, traditional, easy listening, jazz
and contemporary. Based at Chiltern Edge
School, the choir rehearses every Monday
evening during term time and is looking
for new members – no audition required!
More information is given on the website.

The Red Lion
Peppard Common

Peppard Relief in Need
Traditional Country Pub
01491 628329
www.redlionpeppard.co.uk

A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times
If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.
Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone
Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631)
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Our Christmas Lunch this year will be on
Thursday 14th December, from 12:00. We
hope all our regular members will be able
to come. Anyone over 60 is very welcome
to join our friendly Club in the Peppard
War Memorial Hall; just £5 for the meal
and a free raffle; don’t sit at home on your
own. Come and make and meet friends.
Just let Betty know on 01491 681780.
For future dates please see the Diary Page
or Local Events on the Peppard News
website.

We have had a fabulous summer
culminating in a tremendous finals’ day in
September. Congratulations to all winners
and participants for a memorable day.
The summer season saw both Mixed A
and B teams, as well as the Men’s A team,
promoted within the Berkshire LTA
Leagues for the coming season.
Anyone interested in playing League tennis should contact the club, see details
below. The popular club sessions continue
to run on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
18:30 and also Sundays from 10:00. These
sessions are open to all existing and prospective adult members.
If you require any further information
please call 0118 947 4051 or visit
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk.

We celebrated another successful season
at the end-of-season awards night at
Caversham Heath Golf Club.
Matt Hopper – who has sadly moved on to
a new life in Australia – was named 1st XI
Players’ Player of the Year, while
Fergus Nutt and Alfie Clifton won the

Batting and Bowling awards respectively.
In the 2nd XI, the trophies were taken by
Dominic Hall, Olly Nicholson and Ian
Jackson, while Rob Dyer, Hugh Asquith
and Mick Chard scooped 3rd XI
honours.
Nutt and Chris Humphries shared the
Sunday Unicorns’ Player of the Year
gong, with Matt Ravden winning the
Maharajas version.
Alfie Burnett and Will Atkinson were
Young Players of the Year, Nicholson
won the Dion Sampson Trophy for most
ducks and Ian Halliday was a deserving
winner of the most important accolade,
Clubman of the Year.
At the end of a fine summer, the 1st XI
remarkably finished as runners-up in the
Berkshire League Premier Division, the
2nd XI were ninth in Division One and
the 3rd XI sixth in Division Three.
The Unicorns won 26 of 31 matches and
the Maharajas nine of 19 – a new record
– while the Midweek XI finished third
in the Reading League.
The junior section continued to thrive
with the Under 9s being particular successful, winning their league and a cup
competition at Purley on Thames.
The club has invested £2,300 on improving the outfield at Peppard
Common as it continues to try and offer
the best value-for-money facility in the
area.
Winter nets start in January at The
Oratory School from Sunday 14th
January and players of all abilities are
encouraged to attend.
For more information about PSRCC,
please contact chairman Gerry Bacon
(07785 771847) or as a junior, Andy
Watts (07884 931906).

Rotherfield United Football Club has
started a new session on Sunday mornings
(09:00-10:00) at Bishopswood Sports
ground.
The sessions are for Reception and Year 1
children who would like to get involved
in football at their local club.
Rotherfield United is an FA Development
standard club and all coaches are fully
DBS checked and FA trained.
For further info: just turn up or contact
Andy Tidswell 07710 875728 or e-mail
andytidswell@gmail.com

Father Christmas will be making his
annual visit to Wyfold RDA on Saturday
16th December 12:00-15:00. The seasonal
entertainment will include a chance to ride
on one of our very special horses, our
usual Christmas stalls, games and our very
popular Santa’s Grotto. We will also be
serving hot dogs and soup for lunch. This
is an outdoor event which can be wet and
muddy so winter woollies are recommended and festive hats are a must.
We are looking for another horse to join
our team, around 10 years or over and
willing to hack out and work in our outdoor school. If you know of a horse that
would be suitable (loan or buy) please
contact me on gillr400@btinternet.com or
01491 628260.
On Sunday 10th December we are taking
part in Henley’s Living Advent Calendar
in Falaise Square starting at 18:15. On
Tuesday 12th December we are collecting
outside Tesco’s in Henley. We will be in
the foyer all day and would love to see all
readers of Peppard News. Wishing you all
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),
or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonyrgoodchild@btinternet.com
for a free quote and call out

www.mrf1xit.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)

www.peppardnews.co.uk

Page 14

Our Churches
All Saints’
Church of England

Rector:
Associate Priest:
Curate:
Churchwardens:

www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk

In the Rectory, Advent is a special time.
Gillian decorates the living room in purple
and silver (purple being the liturgical colour for the season), and outside the front
door there stands – no, not yet a Christmas
tree – but rather (as non-traditional as this
may sound) an Advent tree: garlanded
again in purple and silver.
Our daughter, Judith, keeps us faithful to
the practice of ‘doing Advent’ (as she puts
it!) – though it’s a season that’s also very
close to Gillian’s heart, and to mine, too.
For us, doing Advent means taking some
time each day in the late afternoon or
early evening to read through a story book
with a vignette and illustrations for each
day in December. We also sing the first
two verses of the wonderful carol, People
Look East, and I read out the Collect
(special prayer for the week) from the
Book of Common Prayer.
The point of doing this is to keep ourselves rooted in the present, when all
around is the whirlwind rush of December. And this present is, rather paradoxically, a present full of expectation, hope,
and excitement. The temptation is for us
all to behave and act as if Christmas has
already arrived, thereby failing to inhabit
this wonderful season of Advent, and
missing out on its richness.
And so, in whatever way we can, let’s
resolve to ‘do Advent’. Do come along to
the Advent Sequence of Music and Readings at All Saints’ on Sunday 3rd December in the evening – a good opportunity to
enter into the spirit of the season.

Rev’d James Stickings
Rev’d Sheila Walker
Rev’d Stewart Morgan
Adrienne Heriot
Kathie Anderson

0118 972 1459
0118 972 4816
0118 972 3263
01491 629254
0118 972 2694

From the point of view of a church
chorister there is a plethora of music to
revive and rehearse over the coming
weeks. Our Patronal Festival for All
Saints’ was followed closely by Remembrance Sunday. Advent Sunday at 18:30
on 3rd December provides an opportunity to enjoy a selection of beautiful
anthems at our service of Music and
Readings.
At 17:30 on Christmas Eve our junior
members will present their ever popular
Nativity Tableau – this year’s offering is
Hosanna Rock. Later, a service of Holy
Communion with hymns will take place
at 23:00. As is the normal procedure
Christmas Day gives us the opportunity
to enjoy a service of Seven Lessons and
Carols, at 11:00, which usually sees the
church filled to capacity.
There are no services at All Saints’ on
the 31st December but there will be a
Benefice Service at St. John the Baptist,
Kidmore End at 11:00. Epiphany on 7th
January gives us the chance to celebrate
with an augmented choir for our Festal
Evensong.
Some members of our choir will also be
singing with the RSCM at Christ Church
Cathedral, Oxford at their Epiphany
Service on Saturday 13th January. The
Ninth Henley Choir Festival will take
place on Saturday 27th January at 19:00
at the Parish Church of St. Mary the
Virgin. An Evening of Music from local
choirs will include Parry’s Blest Pair of
Sirens and Haydn’s The Heavens are
Telling. There will be a retiring collection for charity.

We would love to welcome you over the
coming festive period. We wish you all
Glad Tidings of Great Joy.

This is just a conservative estimate of
money donated to the Oxfordshire
Historic Churches Trust by generous
sponsors in support of the All Saints’
team of riders and striders who have taken
part in the OHCT annual Ride and Stride
event over the last 15 years.
At this year’s event in September the team
excelled by raising over £3,200. Huge
thanks to all the sponsors who made this
impressive total possible and, of course,
thanks to our team members, one of
whom visited no less than 50 churches on
the day! Half the total sum raised is retained by the Trust and subsequently
added to a pot which, last year, enabled
the OHCT to distribute over £100,000 to
our county’s historic churches. The other
half is returned to our church, to be used
for maintenance. All Saints’ was actually
mentioned in the Domesday Book – so no
surprise that it is constantly in need of
loving care!

Christ the King Church, Sedgewell Road,
Sonning Common is 50 years old!
And to celebrate we are having a birthday
tea party on Sunday 10th December 15:0017:00 in the Church Hall.
Everyone is very welcome to tea and
home-made cakes. There will not be a
charge but donations towards the purchase
of a specialised wheelchair for a young
girl in Sonning Common will be much
appreciated.
For more information, contact me on 0118
972 4520 or e-mail sue@suenickson.com

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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St Michael’s

Catholic Church

Father Michael Sharkey
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
During the Autumn several events took
place within the parish.
We were delighted to join with the
neighbouring Anglican parishes,
Springwater and Stoke Row chapel for a
‘Safari Supper’. It was a wonderful
opportunity to meet Christians from the
local community as we visited each
other’s churches to share a meal. At St
Michael’s we served the dessert (sticky
toffee pudding) to bring the evening to a
close.
At the end of September, we celebrated
the feast of St Michael by inviting
Archbishop Kevin McDonald to join us
for a weekend and speak to us about the

role of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Our
free monthly Snack & Chat lunches
have continued and are open to all.
Come with a friend to have a bowl of
soup and a chat in St Michael’s church
hall (behind the church), Peppard Road:
21st November, 19th December, 16th
January. Doors open at noon and soup
served at 12:30.
We are now in the season of Advent and
Christmas will soon be upon us. Key
events to which all are invited are:
Sunday 17th December 17:00. The Pangbourne Silver Band will be playing a
selection of Christmas favourites in the
church. There is no charge but there will
be a voluntary collection for our Advent
charity ‘Embrace the Middle East’ that

tackles poverty and injustice in the
Middle East. Monday 18th December
19:30. Service of Reconciliation to help
us prepare to celebrate Christmas. 24th
December 16:30. Carols followed by First
Mass of Christmas at 17:00 for families
with young children. This
service is very crowded so please
consider alternatives: 24th December
19:30. Carols followed by ‘Midnight’
Mass at 20:00. 25th December 10:30,
Christmas Day Mass.
For regular weekend and weekday Mass
times visit the parish website. Contact
details: phone 0118 9723418, email
stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk, website
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon org.uk

contemporary film with pizza and
snacks. The Steering Wheel Fellowship
for men (who like cars), which meets at
The Catherine Wheel in Henley for
curry, beer and car-talk.
Newsflash! Compassionate Loaf will be
hosting regular bread-making workshops
for anyone in the local community who
wants to come and learn how to bake
delicious bread. For more details please
call the church office or see the website.
Compassionate Creative is a group of
artists who work in local communities to
create various different art initiatives.
Highlights since the last issue: joining in
with other churches in the area for a fun

‘Safari Supper’. 70 people showed up and
enjoyed getting to know new people and
eating delicious food. And our
harvest celebration produced nine boxes
of food that were given to CCA to distribute. Huge thanks to Peppard Primary
School for contributing at least a third of
that.
Looking ahead to Christmas we will be
celebrating Carols by Candlelight on
Christmas Eve at 16:00. To find out
further information on any of the above
please either log on to our website
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk, or email
us (see above) Or you could phone us on
0118 972 4519.

Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com

All are welcome at Springwater
Congregational Church. We are situated
on Blounts Court Road opposite the end
of Priory Copse.
Activities include: Sunday morning gathering at 10:30 with a relaxed time with
worship, teaching, prayer, coffee and chat.
Tuesdays during term time Aspire for
women, we read a relevant book and see
where it takes us! Wednesday is our popular parent and toddler group, The Ark for
babies and toddlers aged 0-3 accompanied
by parent or guardian! Film Night for
young people (12 and above) for a

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE
(previously Pembroke Glass)

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy.
Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items.

Henley Antiques
House calls by appointment
0118 924 2582

07768 918501

frednickson@henleyantiques.com

Kathryn Fell Photography
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets,
Events, Product Pack shots, Food.
Mobile studio can come to you
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 07958 371770
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Peppard Diary
DECEMBER
Fri
1 Greenshoots Festive Fundraising/Manor Farm/10:00-16:00
Sat
2 Greenshoots Festive Fundraising/10:00-14:00
Chiltern Players/Murder Mystery/PWMH/19:15/01189722632
Sun
3 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 874220
All Saints’ Advent Carols Hymns and Readings/18:30
Mon
4 Kgwd Conservation Grp/Cherry Croft/09:45-13:00
FISH/Tea party/Rod Type Magician/SC Vill Hall/14:30
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30
Wed
6 Greenshoots/SC WI Coffee Morning/SC Vill Hall
Thu
7 Sue Ryder/Lights of Love/18:00
Christmas Carols/New Inn KE/19:00-20:30
Sat
9 SC Pre-School Christmas Fair/11:00-14:00
SC Library/Christmas Stories/Crafts/under 10s/10:00
Nottakwire/Christmas Cornucopia/SC Vill Hall/14:00
Sun
10 Christ the King/50th Party/15:00-17:00/0118 972 4520
Wyfold RDA/Henley's Living Advent Calendar/18:15
Tue
12 Wyfold RDA/Collection Tescos Henley
Peppard Sch/KS1 Christmas Play/14:30 and 18:00
CE Hort Soc/AGM/PWMH/19:15/cehs.co.uk
Wed
13 WI/Christmas Party w Pandemonium/PWMH/14:00
Thu
14 Peppard Lunch Club/Christmas Lunch/PWMH/12:00
Sat
16 Kgwd Conservation Grp/Cherry Croft/09:45-13:00
SC Library/Christmas Stories/Crafts/under 10s/10:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Father Christmas/Wyfold RDA/12:00-15:00
SCCS Christmas Concert/CE Sch/19:30
Sun
17 SCCS Christmas Concert/CE Sch/14:00/07808812841
St Michael's/Pangbourne Silver Band/17:00
Mon
18 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30

Tue

19

Sun

24

Mon 25

Peppard School/Term ends
Peppard School/Christingle Service/18:30
Springwater/Carols by Candlelight/16:00
All Saints'/Nativity Rock/17:30
St Michael's/Carols/Mass/19:30
All Saints' Sung Holy Communion/23:00
St Michael's Christmas Day Mass/10:30
All Saints'/Seven Lessons and Carols/11:00
Christmas Lunch/SC Vill Hall/12:30/0118 9721058

JANUARY
Thu 4
Peppard School/Term begins
Sun 7
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 874220
All Saints' Festal Evensong/18:30
Mon 8
Kgwd Conservation Grp/Cherry Croft/09:45-13:00
Tue 9
CE Hort Soc/PWMH/19:30/www.cehs.co.uk
Wed 10 WI/Ragbag and Cocktail/PWMH/14:00
Sat
13 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Wed 17 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780
Fri
19 Film Club/The Viceroy's House/PWMH/19:00/07747762871
Sat
20 Kgwd Conservation Grp/Cherry Croft/09:45-13:00
FEBRUARY
Sat
3
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Sun 4
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 874220
Mon 5
Kgwd Conservation Grp/Cherry Croft/09:45-13:00
Wed 14 WI/Bletchley Park/PWMH/14:00
Fri
16 Film Club/A United Kingdom/PWMH/19:00/07747762871
Sat
17 Kgwd Conservation Grp/Cherry Croft/09:45-13:00
Wed 21 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780
Sat
24 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30

FISH Office: 0118 9723986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk
Sonning Common Library/Internet Help – Thu 10:00/0118 9722448

Walking Football/Bishopswood Grnd – Wed 10.30/0118 9722188

For more details of any of the above see website: www.PeppardNews.co.uk/diary-of-local-events/

The Peppard News Editorial Team would like to wish a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all
our readers and, in particular, to all our distributors who get your Peppard News to you, come rain or shine –
Andy, Angela, Ann, Brenda, Cherry, Christine, Colin, Eddie, Hilary, Hilda, Jo, Jocelyne, June, Liz, Louise A,
Louise G, Mark, Mia, Rhona, Richard, Roger, Ruth, Shirley, Stewart, Sue, Val and Victoria

Sunday Services
at All Saints’

DECEMBER
3

09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)
10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

10

17

24

JANUARY
31

7

14 21

28

NOTES

FEBRUARY
4

11

18

25

A Advent Carols, Hymns and Readings
Nativity 17:30
Holy Communion 23:00
Holy Communion 09:00
Seven Lessons & Carols 11:00
Benefice Eucharist at Kidmore End
Choral Evensong
Christian Unity Service at Kidmore End 18:30
Ash Wednesday, Holy Communion at Sonning
Common, 14th February 20:00

 X 
 B
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D
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            F
G
A C X F
G H

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30
Myofascial Release, Sports Massage,
Pregnancy Massage,
Hot Stone Massage,
Treatments for postural problems,
jaw & neck pain

www.intelligent-touch.co.uk
Nicki: 07733224694

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00
Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

NORMAN COX & PARTNERS

The Timber Yard, Checkendon, RG8 0TH
All types of fencing & gates, trellis, hazel hurdles, sleepers, cladding.
Standard & custom built sheds, playhouses, gazebos, summer houses.
Mulch, decorative & play bark, mushroom compost, oak supplied/cut.
01491 680671 - Mon-Fri 8-5 & Sat 8:30-12:30 - mail@normancox.co.uk

Visit our website: www.normancox.co.uk

Omitted Article
A much-loved annual event, Lights of
Love at the Nettlebed Hospice on 7th
December (gates open 18:00, service
starts 18:30), this is an opportunity for
you to gather with friends, family and our
Nettlebed Hospice staff as we remember
your loved ones this Christmas.
This year's event will be hosted by our
Spiritual Care Lead, Ken Blanton. A choir
will join us for the service outdoors in our
beautiful hospice gardens. Stay warm
with refreshments, and while you’re here,
join us in placing a dedication in our book
of remembrance.
Get family, friends or colleagues together
during the festive period for Christmas
cakes and coffee. Ask guests to donate for
coming along and their support will help
pay for our specialist nursing care over
the Christmas period. £100 will pay for a
nurse for the day to give a family a special
Christmas at such a difficult time. If you
can help, please call: 01491 641384 ext
246 or email: nettlebed.fundraising@sueryder.org.
Put forward the incredible woman in your
life for our 2018 Sue Ryder Southern
Women of Achievement Awards. These
awards are a wonderful way of honouring
the successes of so many remarkable
women, and we have seven award categories to choose from. The annual awards
will be held on Friday 16th February at a
glittering evening event at Reading Town
Hall. Nominations close in December. For
more information visit:
www.sueryder.org/swoa18
Do #JustOneThing in January for
Nettlebed Hospice - this ties in neatly
with making New Year's resolutions.
Suggestions include completing a cake
sale, running a half marathon, taking on
an international trek, learning a new skill
and then using it to raise money, or volunteering time. One small action can make a
big impact and money raised from
#JustOneThing will help fund incredible
care at Nettlebed Hospice and throughout
its community services. All these
#JustOneThings add up and mean we can
be here for patients and their families at
the most difficult time of their lives.

Peppard WI has been busy since my last
report. Our Games afternoon in August
was fun, playing anything from Snakes
and Ladders to Rummikub, Beetle to
Bridge. There were requests for another
session so I have stored away the sophisticated equipment and chips (bags of
bottle tops) to use again later. We were
genuinely delighted that the most successful ‘gambler’ and a number of winners of the exciting Raffle prizes were
indeed visitors from other WIs. I hope
they will be keen to come again.
We have unfortunately, however, been
let down by two speakers who were
booked this time last year. In September,
we were expecting advice from an
Energy company but they are no longer
doing such talks but failed to notify us.
However at very short notice, Michael
McLeod spoke to us on ‘Women at War’
at the time of the Civil War. Not only
had he prepared a very interesting talk,
he also used an original recipe of that
period to cook a delicious fruit loaf
spread with butter and strawberry jam
for our tea! Thank you Michael.
In October we enjoyed a Harvest Lunch
of Homemade Soup, crusty bread, apple
pie and cream, all washed down with
fruit juices.

Peppard WI Harvest Lunch

We were then expecting a Speaker from
the Masterchef TV programme but she
too was unable to come. In her place, six
members were given very short slots in
which to tell us where they were born,
something of their lives before they
moved to this area and what or who attracted them to Peppard WI. It was a fun
meeting.
We are looking forward to producing
our own brass rubbings this month under
the watchful eye of Dave Maycock who
has indeed confirmed he is coming.
Visitors are always made very welcome
if they choose to drop into our meetings.
Gillian Cane makes a welcome return in

February, this time talking on ‘The Miracle of Bletchley Park’ which may be of
interest to both men and women

Even with the dark evenings and short
days of winter upon us, there is plenty of
time during daylight hours to keep fit and
have fun over winter by playing tennis.
We have two excellent quality hard courts
that can be played on all year round and
what is better than to get out in the fresh
air and get a little exercise or to drag your
children from their internet world. And
we are on your doorstep, located at the
entrance of the Bishopswood Sports
Ground between Gallowstree Common
village and Peppard crossroads or across
the fields from Sonning Common. Ideal
for all beginners and young families, tennis is a great game in which children can
learn lifetime skills or you can just turn up
and play with your friends in a casual and
informal environment.
For £30 for a whole family, or £20 for an
individual, you can play tennis any time
you like up until the end of March next
year when our new subscription year begins.
Interested? Want to find out more about
our club? Then please contact me for
more information: 01491 680324,
info@sonningcommontennisclub.org, or
visit our website:
www.sonningcommontennisclub.org

Unabridged Article
(getinvolved@chilternsociety.org.uk)
Peppard and Kingwood Commons are part
of an almost unbroken patchwork of
common land totalling some 560 acres of
grass, heath and woodland.
Kingwood has some of the finest heathland habitat in Oxfordshire, which provided a fitting focus for the inaugural
working party of the KCCG (Kingwood
Common Conservation Group).
Some 30 volunteers turned out and split
into two parties to start clearing Dorian
and North Glades of invasive scrub,
mostly bracken and bramble.
It was not all work though: a welcome
mid-morning break for refreshments provided the opportunity for a good chat.
KCCG is a new partnership between the
Conservators and The Chiltern Society.
The Society has huge experience in
promoting voluntary countryside
conservation activities across the Chilterns
and has provided a major impetus to our
ongoing conservation programme at
Kingwood.
The new partnership is being supported by
TOE2 (Trust for Oxfordshire Environment) with funding from Grundon Waste
Management Ltd, which will go towards
tools and equipment.
So, under the stewardship of Matthew
Davis who, we are delighted to say,
accepted the role of Group Leader, we
look forward to a bright future at
Kingwood.
The next Kingwood work party is on 18th
November, and the forward winter
schedule can be found Diary on Page 16,
on the Chiltern Society website
(www.chilternsociety.org.uk) and also the
Peppard News website:
www.peppardnews.co.uk/diary-of-localevents/
Peppard Common has not been taking a
back seat. Work continues on clearing this
summer’s growth of invasive scrub. Volunteers, including the Green Gym, have
recently been active on the ski slope, in
the valley glades, and on Top Common.
The success of our conservation
programmes depends on your support.
Please help us; the contacts are:
Volunteering with KCCG – Matthew
Davis (matthewdavis550@outlook.com)
Joining Friends of the Commons –
Clerk, Liz Longley (clerk@nettlebedcommons.org)
Volunteering with the Chiltern Society –
Peter Duxbury,

