Come and Join the Celebrations

Pigs drovers near The Dog pub, circa 1954

Milkman Eric Pound receiving award after
19 years in the job, circa 1981

Picnic on the Common
Peppard Revels, along with Friends of
Peppard School and All Saints’ Church,
invite you to celebrate the Queen’s 90th
Birthday on Saturday 11th June from
16:00 on Peppard Common. There will
be:
- Marquee
- BBQ, Bar and music
- Peppard school entertains
- Children’s Treasure Hunt
- Balloon race
- Beacon lighting
- Birthday cake
- Display of flowers for the Queen
- Free parking
No tickets required, just bring a picnic,
table and chairs.
See www.peppardrevels.org.uk/page0/
page0.html
The Peppard Revels Committee

The Millennium Beacon on Peppard Common

Summer 2016

Flowers For The Queen

The School Celebrates
The whole school is very excited about the
upcoming events for the Queen's birthday.
On Thursday 9th June, we are having our
own street party in the playground. Children and adults will be making the food for
the occasion and we'll bring out tables and
chairs from classrooms. Parents will be
invited too and, weather permitting, we'll
have games available on the Common. If
any local residents would like to pop in for
a cup of tea, they are more than welcome.
On Saturday 11th, we'll be taking part in
the village celebrations on the Common.
The whole school have been rehearsing
our National Anthem, Rule Britannia and
other rousing songs. The ukulele group has
a few tunes to entertain us and the recorders will come out and play too.
Our parents' association, FOPS, will be
running a bar alongside the village barbecue. I'm sure it will be a memorable time
for all!
Nick Steele, Headteacher

All Saints’ Flower Guild are arranging a
celebration of flowers in the church, on
11th and 12th June, depicting many aspects
of Queen Elizabeth II’s long life: her love
of horses, attending the races, the
Coronation, fashion and family.
We have found many lovely pictures taken
of the Queen and her family over those
years which will be displayed amongst the
flowers. There will be a ‘flower path’ to
the church provided by some of the
children from Peppard Primary School.
There will also be several photographs of
people and events in Peppard over the last
90 years, which will bring back many
memories to a lot of people, I'm sure!
With such a lovely church in which to
display a multitude of flowers, it should be
well worth a visit! Do come along and
enjoy the flowers and memories.
Ann Butler-Smith

Patrick Anstee with cows picnicking
on the common, circa 1980
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Our Schools
Peppard School
Our Summer term is moving along at pace
– this is always the fastest term as there’s
so much to pack in.
The children have been busy with all sorts
of trips and events - Foundation Class
loved their trip to Didcot Railway and also
to the River and Rowing Museum in
Henley, where they learnt about insects
and mini-beasts at the Ugly Bug Ball
workshop.
More recently, Greys Class have been to
Tolhurst Organic Farm in Whitchurch, and
Greys Court, to take part in a plant workshop, as part of their topic on plants. This
class is also taking part in an experiment the RHS have sent us two packets of
rocket seeds, one has been to space and
the other hasn’t. We are waiting with
bated breath for the outcome.
Our new kayaking course proved very
popular and all 16 spaces were filled
quickly. Let’s hope the weather stays
warm for the duration of the six week
course.
We have also taken part in sporting
competitions; our valiant High 5 netballers
got through to the County finals which
were held at St Helen’s & St Katherine’s
in Abingdon, where they came third. Well
done to all children who competed in
sports hall athletics, football, cross
country, swimming, tag rugby and netball
this term (100% of children have
represented the school in at least one
sport. Over half the children in the juniors
have represented the school in at least
three sports). A special well done to Elio
Babb (Year 6) who was eighth in the Oxfordshire County Cross Country finals.
We had lots of fun at the Henley Youth
Festival which was a huge success yet
again. All the children went out and about
and experienced a range of activities,
workshops and drama events. This was

Peppard C of E Primary School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354
Headteacher

Nick Steele
Chairman of the Governors

Christine Bradbury
made possible with the fantastic help of
Mr Bill Tanner who is fast becoming our
resident minibus driver.
Our admission numbers were announced
in March and yet again we are full in
Foundation, this time with the highest
ever number of first choices.
Our Year 6 children are currently sitting
their SATs; they start each morning with
toast in the classroom just to get them
relaxed and to set them up for their
mental trial. Later in the term, the local
secondary Headteachers will be popping
in to meet those children transferring to
their schools in September.
Our Year 5 children have now completed their cycle proficiency training,
they did themselves proud and all passed
first time.
Once again our Year 3 and Year 5 children will be taking part in the English
Speaking Board exams. They must each
select a poem, a chapter from a book and
a topic on which to talk. They take turns
to present their programme to an assessor and a group of peers who then ask
questions. The children will be marked
not only on their presentation but also on
their ability to ask interesting questions
of other members and to listen in a positive and interested fashion. The ESB is
about fostering a natural style of communication so eye contact, smiles and
projection are all important aspects that
are awarded marks.
Fiona Hilton

50th Anniversary
Sonning Common Pre-School 50th Anniversary Summer Fair will be on Sunday
26th June 11:00–14:00 at the Pre-School,
Grove Road. Barbecue, refreshments, teas,
coffees, cakes, bouncy castles, soft play
area, trade stalls, live music, face painting,
games, tombolas and more. Entry adults
£1, children under 16 free. More information from colleen.paviour@gmail.com

Kidmore End Pre-School
We always think positively: the bluebells
are coming out in the churchyard and in
my back garden so Spring Term it is! This
term we have welcomed three new children: two have older siblings who were
with us formerly and the third is from a
family that is new to us. We have extended our very popular topic of
Castles, Dragons, Kings, Queens and
Princesses so that we can include
celebrations and activities to mark HM the
Queen’s 90th birthday.
We are also busy planning our second
Summer Fete. Please make a note of the
date and location: Saturday 25th June, at
Kidmore End Primary School. We’d love
to see you there. There’s going to be all
sorts of fun entertainment and activities
for all the family, including the ever
popular tractor rides and a hog roast.
Please do come along and support us.
We are always looking for new committee
members, not necessarily with children
here. It’s not a huge time commitment, but
it is a really important contribution to the
running of the pre-school - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We would
welcome the support.
For more information call me on 0118 948
4985 or e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk.
Also please visit
www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk.
Emma Hawker

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements:
Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal;
Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design.

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 146 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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Our Young Achievers
From Kingwood to Paris

Finn with his friends in Paris

Finn Colin will never forget where he was
on his 12th birthday. With two school
friends and all of their dads, the boys
arrived in Paris having cycled 218 miles in
five days for charity! The friends are all
pupils at Moulsford Prep School and made
the journey to raise money for the
Goedgedacht Trust which provides a meal
each day for impoverished children in
rural areas of South Africa. That particular charity was chosen because, along with
about 60 other pupils and teachers from
their school, the boys will be going on a
rugby tour to South Africa and Swaziland
in July.
Finn told me that the ride was easier than
he had expected but he was hungry at the
end of each day. They slept on the overnight ferry from Portsmouth to Le Havre
and cycled for up to six hours a day
arriving at the Eiffel Tower on the last
day. The ride was hard in parts due to rain
and they travelled up to 50 miles a day
keeping going on drinks, sweets and
flapjacks. Clearly it was a big experience
for such a young cyclist but Finn is keen
to do another long ride, maybe from Paris
to the South of France next time!
A former pupil of Peppard Primary

School, Finn is a keen sportsman.
Apart from rugby, he is also a
member of the Henley Triathlon
Club, cycling being his favourite
sport.
He is no stranger to fund raising
for charity. He was interviewed
for Peppard News a year or so
back by our Junior Editors of the
time after completing a charity
night walk.
Between them, the three boys have
already raised £2,700 for the
Goedgedacht Trust and if you
would like to add your donation
you can do that by visiting
www.justgiving.com/mark-webber4.
Sue Nickson

Snippets
Peppard Relief in Need
The charity (registered charity no.
241001) is here to give short term help
to anyone in the village who falls on
hard times. So if you know of someone
in Peppard who might need a little financial help or you need help yourself
please do get in touch. All applications
are dealt with in confidence. Phone Sue
Nickson, Chairman, on 0118 972 4520
or Pat Fraser, Clerk to the Trustees, on
01491 629631.

Library News
With the proportion of 15-16 year olds
reporting that they frequently feel anxious or depressed having doubled in the
past 30 years, there is an enormous need
for quality assured mental health information and advice for young people. Co
-created with a panel of young people
who themselves have a mental health
issue, the new Reading Well for Young
People scheme uses book-based therapy

to help them understand and manage their
condition. The library has a collection of
books from this scheme available for teenagers and/or their parents to borrow.
The theme of the Summer Reading Challenge for children this year is the Big
Friendly Read. It will be launched in July,
and there will be special story sessions
starting at 10:00 every Saturday morning
in August.
Rosemary Dunstan

Nettlebed Art and
Craft Show
This will be held on Saturday 6th August
12:00–18:00 and Sunday 7th August 10:00
–17:00 Nettlebed School. Free entry and
parking. Further information
www.nettlebed.org.uk.

New Service from the
Health Centre
Sonning Common Health Centre on-line
services now include a summary of your
medical records, current medications,
allergies and immunisation history; also
test results and details of appointments.
To apply, take two forms of identification
to the surgery; one photographic, e.g. bus
pass; and one to confirm your address,
e.g. utility bill. You will be registered and
issued with a username and password.
Patients already registered will need to
apply to have access to their medical record enabled. Use the link:
www.patient.co.uk/accessapp to access
this service on your smart phone.

Walking Football for All
Regardless of age or fitness, this is a fun
way to get more active. Just as regular
football but players can only walk. Free
taster session on Saturday 4th June at
10:30. Bishopswood Sports Ground,
Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common.
Contact Mike Hall 0118 972 1602.
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The Councils
Parish Council News
The first quarter of 2016 has been a time
of change on the Council. We have said
goodbye and thank you to some old faces
but in turn are delighted to greet some
new ones. Firstly I would like to introduce
myself. Following Tony Cotton's decision
to step back from the role of Chairman, I
have been elected to take over. I have
been a Councillor since 2012 and have
recently retired after nearly 40 years in the
satellite and telecommunications industry.
My work took me to many corners of the
world including three years in Japan. I
have lived in Peppard for over 20 years
with my wife and three children who all
attended our excellent local schools. Tony
Rancombe has been elected to take over
my former role as Vice Chairman. Tony,
who is now retired, has lived with his
family in Peppard Common for 25 years.
He joined the Council early in 2015, and
is also a Conservator for Nettlebed & District Commons. In his working life, he
was a chartered civil engineer, specialising in the water sector infrastructure
planning, both in UK and extensively
overseas. I would also like to welcome
Viv Mitchell to the Council. She has
worked as a director in a variety of small
businesses and was also a magistrate. Viv
is very keen to expand the use of the
Sports Pavilion and field. So do please
contact her if you have any suggestions.
Linda Collison, our clerk for five years
has moved on to fresh interests. We thank
her greatly for her hard work and
enthusiasm. We are very lucky to
welcome our new clerk, Karl Musson.
Karl brings valuable experience to us as
he also works for Cholsey Parish Council.
On 5th March a group gathered on a rather
chilly morning to Clean for the Queen.
Within a couple of hours the team of
volunteers had gathered an impressive 20
sacks of rubbish that were piled ready for
collection beside The Unicorn bus shelter.
A fitting way to get ourselves tidy for Her
Majesty: spick ‘n span Ma’am!
We have updated our contract with the
recently amalgamated Peppard and Stoke
Row Cricket Club. The club is growing
and it is particularly encouraging to see
and hear so many youngsters training on a
Sunday morning.

Parish Council
Chairman: Simon Crouch
e-mail: chairman@rppc.org.uk
Parish Clerk: Karl Musson
4 The Forty, Cholsey, OX10 9LH
01491 659082
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillors: Charles Bailey
Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk
& David Nimmo-Smith
David.Nimmo-Smith@southoxon.gov.uk
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary for dates and times.

The Annual Parish Meeting was held on
Saturday 23rd April. This was well
attended with approximately 40
residents present. The meeting was fortunate to have two guests speakers. Rod
d'Ayala (Consultant to the Nettlebed and
District Commons Conservators) gave
an informative talk on the recent work of
conservators and volunteers in clearing
Peppard Common. You may be
delighted to know that the common has
dormice in residence! Secondly,
Professor Richard Harding (Oxfordshire
CPRE) gave a most thought provoking
presentation on future housing needs and
developments in South Oxfordshire.
I look forward to keeping you informed
of new ideas and developments within
the parish.
Simon Crouch

Your Council Needs YOU ...
The next year or so will prove to be an
interesting time for parish councils
throughout Oxfordshire. As you may be
aware, there are initiatives underway to
rationalise levels of County and District
Councils in Oxfordshire. If the initiatives are successful, we will see the
County Council split and combine with
District Councils. This means six
previous administrations may condense
into four Unitary District Councils to

serve the County. One net effect of this
will be to devolve more responsibility to
local parish councils. In Peppard we
presently have eight dedicated councillors
in our team – however we should really
have ten to make up the full complement.
In particular, we would welcome applications from parish residents (or close by)
who would like to serve the local
community, assist with processing
planning applications and have a real say
in how our beautiful village and its
facilities are kept and managed. With
more responsibility, looking after our
parish will become very challenging over
the next year or two.
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council

The Broadband Column
Well, I think we all remember the time –
not so long ago – when 3 Mbit/s broadband speed or capacity seemed fast. No
longer does this feeble speed ‘cut the
mustard’!
With superfast broadband now available
in many parts of the country (typically
faster rates of 24Mbit/s) many people
now use their broadband delivery to
access new services. The most obvious
one is internet TV. This means we can
watch TV (live or on ‘catch-up’) by
connecting the ubiquitous goggle-box to
our broadband router (and telephone line).
Unfortunately, approximately 4Mbit/s
minimum is needed – so those of us still
stuck with 3 Mbit/s are disappointed.
So when might Peppard expect superfast?
It is true that the southern area of the
parish (Stoke Row Road, Shiplake
Bottom and Blounts Court Road) are now
connected to superfast – probably because
they are fed from Kidmore End and
Sonning Common distribution cabinets.
The introduction of superfast into the
parish was reported in the Autumn 2015
edition of Peppard News (to approximately 20% of the parish).
Most of us (with phone numbers beginning with 01491) are fed from the
Rotherfield Greys distribution cabinets.
At this point I would refer readers to the
very good BBfO website (Better Broadband for Oxfordshire www.betterbroadbandoxfordshire.org.uk).
Residents can check service availability
by postcode.

www.PeppardNews.co.uk
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In summary, your author likes to navigate
around the parish by well-known
landmarks, e.g. pubs (a really outstanding
selection in the village).
The distribution cabinet near The Unicorn
should be superfast capable in June this
year – but please add 1-2 months for full
regional connection and commissioning.
Unfortunately, those more rural residents
on the northern side of the parish (towards
Stoke Row) may have to wait until the
end of 2017 for connection.
A little later, the distribution cabinet near
The Red Lion should be superfast capable
in September – again please add 1-2
months for full regional connection and
commissioning.
The above indicative dates may well slip!
Please have a look at the website above
for definitive information. Having said all
that – much of the parish may be enjoying
24 Mbit/s later this summer.

Third Reading Bridge
– Latest News
I promised in the last issue that I would
keep residents up to date with the unfolding saga of the proposed 'Third
Reading Bridge'. Of particular interest is
the detailed map I have obtained of the
proposed route, and this is shown below.

Mr Broadband

SODC News
South Oxfordshire District Council
remains a top recycler but asks that food
waste and nappies are not put in green
recycling bins, as contamination means
lots of recycling has to be incinerated
each month. If crews notice that a bin is
contaminated they won't empty it and will
leave a note to explain why.
Don't forget you can put worn-out clothes
and textiles for recycling in a carrier bag
next to your green bin. Broken electronic
items can be left next to the grey bin and
will be collected for recycling.
Hate Crime is any incident motivated by
a hostility or prejudice to a person's religion, sexual orientation, race, gender identity or disability. For information about
the Hate Crime Network or to report a
hate crime visit
www.hatecrimenetwork.org.uk or call
0300 123 4148.

To recap, for many years various Berkshire councils and enterprise groups have
been campaigning vigorously for a new
Thames crossing known as the 'Third
Reading Bridge'. The bridge would link
the end of the A329(M) in Berkshire to
the junction where Caversham Park
Road meets the A4155 (the main road
between Henley and Reading). Some of
the scheme's ardent supporters suggest
the four-lane super-bridge would take
55,000 cars a day out of the centre of
Reading (and I think we know where
they would go!). Understandably, the
enthusiasm of the scheme promoters is
not shared by many Oxfordshire residents who are concerned about the large
amount of extra traffic that would be
deposited on to rural roads. Looking at
the map, you will see that once cars and
lorries come across the bridge they will
have two choices when travelling north:
either via the A4155 through the already
heavily congested streets of Henley, or

Greetings Cards
Gifts Helium Balloons
Stationery
Shoe Repairs
Dry Cleaning
Haberdashery

Occasions
23c Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 972 3358

up Caversham Park Road to the B481
where they would travel through Sonning
Common, Rotherfield Peppard and Highmoor on their way to the M40 or Oxford.
Remember, HGVs are not allowed over
Sonning Bridge, but no such restriction is
likely to apply to the new bridge.
Historically, both Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC)
and South
Oxfordshire
District Council
have shared residents' concerns,
but both councils last year
agreed to contribute funds to
what was initially publicised
as a traffic modelling study. It
was only recently I learned that this study was to be
just a part of what is known as a Strategic
Outline Business Case (SOBC) proposal.
This led me to raise questions about the
matter with the OCC Cabinet and in Full
Council. OCC has now made it clear to
the other partners in the SOBC that the
council, by helping to fund this work, is
not inherently supporting the scheme and
will await the results before taking a
position on whether to support a full
business case submission for funding.
This decision process will also involve
further consultation with the communities
the scheme could impact upon. An initial
report is due this autumn – again, I will
keep you updated.
Residents must not underestimate the
enormous will of the Berkshire parties
behind this scheme and should be aware
that the bridge would not only bring
traffic, but might also put pressure on
Oxfordshire's land to help fulfil Reading's
housing needs.
Cllr David Bartholomew
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Our Village
Major Harry Shapland
Some of you may remember Harry who
was a young boy when Caroline and
Roger Shapland and their family lived in
Peppard, first at Slaters Farm opposite the
Primary School and then across the
Common at Peppard Cottage. Harry, who
was born in 1965, attended Highlands
School in Stoke Row Road (now
demolished to give way to a small housing
development) and went on to become an
officer in the Irish Guards.
Following service in Northern Ireland he
was awarded the Queen’s Commendation
for brave conduct. He was then posted to
Iraq as a United Nations observer and it
was there that he was killed when the
helicopter he was in was accidentally shot
down by an American fighter jet. He was
just 28 and had achieved the rank of
Major.
On St Patrick’s Day this year, his mother
Caroline, accompanied by her three
daughters (Roger died some years ago),
was presented with the Elizabeth Cross by
Prince William – a medal introduced in
2009 to recognise families of Armed
Services men and women who have died
in conflict. A plaque has been placed on
the west wall of Peppard Church to commemorate Harry and his name is included
in the list of local men killed in action,
which is read out every Remembrance
Sunday in All Saints’ Church.
John Hasler

Commons News
You may have noticed that the parking
areas at Gallowstree cross-roads and outside The Red Lion were reinstated early in
the spring. These areas were badly potholed and often flooded. Remedial
measures are also in hand to deal with the
potholed tracks between both The Red
Lion and Church Lane with the B481.
These are being undertaken with help
from David Einig, the earthworks contractor for the Greys Green Golf Project. This
work has been at no cost to either the
Conservators or the Parish Council, and is
a good example of business co-operating
with the community.
Over the years, parking has been allowed
on certain areas of the commons, as well
as tracks for access. Whilst the Estate is
keen to see the commons being used to
facilitate local leisure and rural business
activity, it should be borne in mind that
the Estate is under no obligation to
provide these facilities, or to maintain
them, this generally being considered the
responsibility of the beneficial users.
Wherever possible, the Conservators will
do all possible to mobilise local support

for facilitating improvements. The ongoing co-operation with Einigs, as well as
Clemson’s support on reinstating the
verges on Top Common over the past
two years, are cases in point.
Tony Rancombe

Flat Earth Society
The group tend to hibernate in the winter
but we have not gone away! The indoor
bowling group continued to function
albeit with less and less individual skill
each season, with the matches finishing
more or less even. The opposing side
always fears the presence of the Dreaded
Delia. We start again in October.
Our Widowers’ Lunch Club continues to
meet regularly in the Red Lion for a
convivial time. There must be something
in the beer that is keeping us men going!
A mixed group attend the presentations
of Café Scientifique at the Henley
Hockey Club each month and have
listened to a wide variety of topics. This
month’s lecture will be on the topic of
Human Evolution. It is rumoured that
Matthew Davis will be writing an
appreciation of the Society this month;
we have already instructed our QC to
commence a libel action.
Needless to say the Society will be
involved in the Queen’s 90th Birthday
celebrations. As usual we will be
running the BBQ and assisting in the
setting up of the area. My usual plea, if
anyone has any interesting photographs
they would like to display in the
telephone box, they can be
contemporary or historical please
contact me at tryan123@btinternet.com
or through Peppard News.
Terry Ryan

A New Venture
I have been acutely aware for a long
time that whilst the FISH Volunteer
Centre provide a good service driving
people, there are many others who, due
to old age and/or infirmity, spend a great
deal of time alone in their own homes.
I know that many of these people would
welcome a regular visitor, someone who
would sit and chat with them for a
while. This was something FISH used to

do years ago but not in recent times.
We are now organising this and have a
Visit Co-ordinator to set it up. Some
people have already volunteered and we
would be pleased to hear from more. So if
you are interested please contact the FISH
office (see Diary page for details). We
welcome people of any age who can spare
an hour or so on a regular basis. You don't
need to be able to drive as it is possible
there is someone within walking distance
of your home who would be pleased to
see you. Our Co-ordinator will contact
you to explain more and find out about
your interests so she can match you with
someone with similar interests. As with
all FISH volunteers, you would need to be
Police checked.
If you are confined to your home on your
own for most of your time, please do get
in touch as, hopefully, we will be able to
introduce you to a regular visitor.
Fred Nickson, Chairman

Green Gym
During the past few months the gym has
continued to be active in the surrounding
area on your behalf. Amongst other
things, we’ve cleared a lot of holly in
Parsons Wood in Rotherfield Greys and
we’ve been continuing to maintain the
glades on Kingwood Common. We’ve
been to Nuffield Place several times
working in the surrounding woodland
clearing holly and brambles; the bluebells
have been fantastic. We’ve continued to
work at Bishopswood Sports Field keeping the boundaries clear. If you want to
see some terrific hedge laying, go and
have a look at Dunsden Church carpark!
The reason we’re called a gym is because
over the course of a few sessions we will
have used a whole variety of muscles and
joints. The original research, when Dr
William Bird set up the project, showed
that regular work with the green gym was
just as good as going to a conventional
gym but did something really useful for
the environment as well. So if you want to
get fit, come and join us. Give Robin
Howles a call on 0118 972 3528 or view:
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk.
John Hasler

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Peppard News
Highmoor Class in Ancient Greek Dress

Cycling Proficiency

Minibeasts— Ava Green
Wearing Fly Glasses

For the last few weeks, some children in Year 5
have been doing Cycling Proficiency training in Sonning Common. The Year 5s include: Charlie Upsher,
Oliver Renwick, Joseph Biggin, James Edgell,
Jessica Wilson, Matilda Byrne, Octavia Elliott and
Francesca Whittle. The trainers are: Fiona Hilton,
Karen Bunn and Jo Elliott.
The children have learnt the following manoeuvres:
right turns from major to minor roads, left turns from
major to minor, right turns from minor to major and
left turns from minor to major roads. They’ve also
been learning how to slow down with traffic behind
them, road signs, signalling and how to stay safe in
general.
This morning, everyone has been doing a written
test that will add marks onto the real test next
Wednesday. An examiner will be coming in to do
the test and watch everything the cyclists do.
Good luck to everybody doing their Cycle Proficiency training and we hope you all pass!
By Charlie Upsher

Junior Peppard News is published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Friends of Peppard School and Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard. It is also available by e-mail.
Editors: Marie Guthrie, Lois Powell, Finley Robertson and Charlie Upsher, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
Visit To The Tempest
On Friday 18th March, years 5 and 6 visited
St Mary’s School in Henley. As part of the
2016 Henley Youth festival, an acting company came to perform William
Shakespeare’s play - The
Tempest.
We were all very excited, as
some of us had not been to St
Mary’s before. When we arrived, there were lots of other
schools there too. Soon after,
the actors came on. There was
a short introduction, then the
play began.
We sat in two sections separated by an aisle. This was
good because the play was
acted out around us, as well as
the stage in front. Also, the actors let the audience take part,
which helped us understand
The Tempest better.
The play was extremely funny and everyone enjoyed it.
By Lois Powell

Car Washing

Easter Egg Roll
Imogen Cima—Egg Decorating

Evie Young—Egg Decorating

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

 Implants
 Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
 Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
 Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

www.PeppardNews.co.uk
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Greys Class Toys Topic
Last term in Greys class we were learning about toys
and we went to Milestone Museum in Basingstoke.
When we arrived we saw a huge place and there was
an old fashioned bus, old fashioned shops and an old
fashioned park. We got to look at some old toys but
we weren’t allowed to play with them because some
of them are very delicate.
My favourite part of the day was
going to the Penny Arcade because
you got given coins to play the games
and you could win more.
At the end of the day we went to the
sweet shop and got some sweets.
After the trip Jamie Taylor’s granny
came into school and showed us
some of the toys she played with
when she was a little girl. It was a fun
afternoon and we all enjoyed playing
with her old toys.
By Daisy Millard

Successful Netball County
Finals

On Wednesday 13th April, a team of
children (chosen by Mr Steele) went to the
Oxfordshire Netball County Finals. The
team that went to represent Peppard
School were: Elio Babb, Elodie Brough,
Marie Guthrie, Max Jelowitzs, Sophia
Kent, Michael Slingo, Ava Timms, Mimi
Whitfeld and Isobel Young. We travelled
by mini-bus to St Helen’s and St
Katherine’s in Abingdon.
When we arrived, we went straight over to
the courts, and started practising our
shooting, passing and communication.
We all had a turn at the hoop, and with
many balls going in, we were getting
really excited about the start of play.
It was High Five Netball, so three of us
were off for the first match, and had the
responsibility of scoring and time keeping.
Playing with Old Toys
Also, you weren’t allowed more than two
boys on the pitch at any one time. We
won our first game, and that gave us a
boost and confidence for our other
Peppard News Survey
games. We played nine matches
altogether and we won most of them.
On the 30th April I conducted a survey to find
out: in what format people read the Peppard
At the end we all gathered round the
News, who in the family reads it and if people
table, where the umpires counted up the
scores, and all waited to hear the results. would recommend it. Mostly, everyone reads
Before they told us the results, we
all clapped the umpires, the parents and teachers that helped us
get to the finals. We then waited
anxiously to hear where we came.
The results were read out in
reverse order. They went past
ninth, eighth, seventh, sixth and
fifth. By then, we were all getting
fidgety. We usually came fourth out
of five, so we were already proud of
ourselves even though we didn’t
know where we had come. We
were so scared, that we almost
Who in the Family Reads Peppard News?
didn’t hear who came fourth - not
From left to right—Peppard Children, Parents,
us! We came third! We were
Siblings, Grandparents, Other
thrilled! We couldn’t believe we had
come third. All our team received bronze
medals, and we had our photo taken. On the paper copy and not all people read the
the bus journey home, we were all singing online copy but a wide range of the family do
as you can see in the bar chart.
and smiling. We also got a little treat- a
I hope that more people will now be
McFlurry from McDonalds! We were so
encouraged to read the online copy,
happy, and couldn’t wait to tell EVERYespecially as all the pictures are in colour and
ONE!
Marie Guthrie there may be additional articles included. You
may even like to recommend Peppard News
to your friends and family.
Junior Editor Finley Robertson.

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
 Open Monday to Friday during term-time
 Full and part-time places
 Fully government funded sessions available
 Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to admin@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.






Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Three mornings and one afternoon session per week
Soft play, a baby area and a wide variety of toys and books
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837
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Our Village cont’d
Happy Birthday to
Her Majesty
On the 21st April, the War Memorial Hall
was host to many local people wishing to
celebrate the 90th birthday of Queen
Elizabeth II.

Building Supplies, Higgs Printers,
AB Walker, and Laithwaites.
With the end of the afternoon in sight
the Loyal Toast was proposed by Clive
Mills, the Chairman of the Trustees. A
rousing rendition of the National
Anthem then followed.
It was a great afternoon with many old
friendships rekindled and new ones
made.
Clive Mills

Health Walks

The Peppard WI, together with the members of the Peppard Lunch Club and
friends, enjoyed a wonderful afternoon tea
with the entertainment from Tim
Valentine and his magic piano. ‘Magic’
was the word when you heard the
variety of music he played. During the
afternoon a few popular songs were sung
with everybody joining in. The hall had
been decorated in red, white and blue with
plenty of Union Jack flags.
A letter had been received from Buckingham Palace answering one sent to Her
Majesty wishing her a very Happy
Birthday on behalf of all those attending.
The response was read out much to the
delight of all those in the hall.
The birthday cake was provided by Ann
Freeman and her daughter, Louise, whilst
the birthday tea was provided by a great
number of helpers. Many local businesses
supported the afternoon: Peppard

On Sunday 24th April, over 120 health
walkers assembled at Sonning
Common Village Hall to celebrate 20
years of the Health Walk scheme. The
celebrations started with two social
walks, starting and ending at the
village hall, followed by tea, cakes and
Prosecco, and it was obvious that
many friendships had been forged,
making the walking fun as well as purposeful.
There were speeches from Dr William
Bird, the founder of the scheme, Val
Lunn, who helped to organise the walks
at the start, and Dr Tess Harris who is
researching the health benefits of walking. So join us this summer for an activity that is friendly, fun, healthy – and
free! The current timetable with ten
walks per week is available from the
Library, the Health Centre and the Herb
Farm, or on the website at
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.
uk/timetable. If you’d like to talk to
someone about the health walks, phone
Colin Davies on 0118 972 2527
Rosemary Dunstan

KPCV
The Kingwood and Peppard Common
Volunteers (KPCV) are a friendly group
of conservation volunteers who meet
twice a month to work on Kingwood and
Peppard Common. Over the past three

months we have continued with clearing
glades on Kingwood Common. This
allows the growth of heather and
encourages diversity of species. We have
also spent time clearing and widening
paths, making them more accessible. The
common is looking particularly lovely at
present with the glades providing wider
views to enjoy and many trees and plants
coming into flower, along with swathes of
magnificent bluebells! We have work
parties planned in June, July and August
(see Diary page for dates).
The work parties run from 09:30 to 12:30,
and volunteers are welcome for all or any
part of that time. On occasion we also join
forces with the Green Gym. For more
details please contact
ShKinghorn@aol.com.
Sheri Kinghorn

Reader’s Letter
Dear Sirs,
I understand that subsidies for the 145 bus
service will be removed (Peppard News,
Spring edition) next year and possibly the
service itself if the operator does not think
it's worth it.
This is the only lifeline to Henley for
many people, especially the elderly. The
25 service from Reading to Peppard
Common is an excellent and (unlike the
45 service) frequent service. Is it possible
for the council to talk to the operators of
the 25 service to see if they could carry
their journey on through to Henley? There
are many people who travel to Henley to
shop or to the farmers’ market and if, as I
suspect,the 45 bus service is withdrawn
completely, Henley will lose out on
customers, therefore less profit. I have a
bus pass but I'm more than happy to pay a
fare if needed to keep some sort of service
available.
Regards, Mick Thompson

www.PeppardNews.co.uk
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Peppard People

Events at Greys Court

Toby Greenwood

To capture Greys Court in a new way join
our art classes: every Wednesday in June,
10:00-16:00. Personal teaching by Paul
Robbens; all equipment and refreshments
included. Max 10 per class. £50.00. Book
online Emily.oneil@nationaltrust.org.uk
How high can you climb? Come and try
Tree Climbing: Sundays: 16th June, 17th
July and 14th August. £20 Book at
www.bigtreeclimbing.co.uk
Enjoy traditional garden games including
croquet, skittles and giant Jenga with
Jaques family games: Saturday 9th and
Sunday 10thJuly. For more info call
01491 628529

Toby Greenwood is such an ebullient
man; to interview him to is be assailed
by loud laughter, vivid memories,
vibrant descriptions, amusing anecdotes
and many, many facts. It is no surprise
then, that he chose the law as a
profession.
Born Andrew Timothy John Greenwood
but known as Toby. How come? When
his mother, who it seems is quite a
character, was pregnant she would greet
his godfather, who had a dachshund
called Toby, with ‘How’s Toby?’, the
response would always be ‘How’s your
Toby?’ and it stuck.
He was born in Kenya and had a
seemingly idyllic childhood with the
view from his bedroom window being
miles of empty white beach. His
indomitable mother, now 95 years old,
would frequently drive Toby and his
sister, Rosie, in her Morris Minor 1000
for picnics in the mountains. Indeed, she
was once stopped by the Mau Mau!
At nine years old Toby came to the UK
for his schooling - first at Hemel
Hempstead and then at Sherborne
School in Dorset near his mother’s English cottage. Finally he studied law at
Bristol University from where he graduated in 1973.
Although he came from a privileged
background he has experience of a
different life. He failed his Law Society
exams several times and when he did
knuckle down to study for them he lived
on the ‘dole’. He also went off to
Greece with some friends with £100 in
his pocket and managed to live for five
weeks by sleeping on the beach.
Eventually he qualified and was articled
to a firm of solicitors in Reading and
then he finally moved to Cooper, Son
and Caldecott in Henley from where he
eventually retired as a senior partner in
2012.
In 1977, in the Crown Court, he first
met Judy who was a Probation Officer.
They subsequently met again at a party
and were married a year later. Three
sons followed – now all in their 30s and
with families of their own. In 1984 they
found the perfect house in Peppard that

FISH AGM
The FISH Volunteer Centre AGM will be
held in the Sonning Common Village
Hall on Thursday 9th June 14:00. All are
welcome. A light lunch will be available
for volunteers from 12:30.

Summer Concert
Nottakwire's summer fund raising concert
will be Showtime: Rodgers and Hammerstein on Broadway and Captain Noah and
his Floating Zoo, to be held in Sonning
Common Village Hall on Friday 1st July
at 19:00 and Saturday 2nd July, at 15:00.
Limited tickets available from 4th June
from Occasions, Wood Lane, Sonning
Common. Adults £6, under 12s £3.
On the day, lucky numbers for sale £1everyone wins a prize. For children:
Animal Names Game - win a soft toy.

Greenshoots Sales
See Diary for the many places and dates
that Greenshoots will be selling their produce. Volunteers also needed. See
www.waysandmeanstrust.org.uk.

Working Holidays
Why not treat yourself to a real green
holiday with a group of like-minded people? We have two residential projects
running this summer in the South Downs
National Park, East Sussex. The accommodation where you'd stay is on-site and
all your meals are included.
Contact Tim Hills, Senior Project Officer
01424 444675.

suited all the family’s needs and have
never given a thought to leaving since.
His zest for life has always kept him very
involved in various activities and sports.
He sang in his school and university
choirs, he sings now in the Henley Choral
Society and for All Saints’. He was also
a Scout Leader in Stoke Row for three
years. At school he played rugby and
throughout his youth he played squash
competitively and still plays now. He
rowed at college and is a member of the
Leander Club. As if this were not
enough, he plays both tennis and golf
regularly.
As a child he viewed Mount Kilimanjaro
from afar and thus actually climbing it
was something he always wanted to do.
He eventually fulfilled this ambition as a
young man with a couple of friends and
his godson. It took five days in all but the
view at dawn from the summit was worth
every minute.
Now that he is virtually retired, he
volunteers to help children read at
Micklands Primary School in Caversham.
He spends just half an hour with each of
three children requiring help: children
who have fallen behind for various
reasons or English is their second
language. He uses prescribed books or
games and even plays I-Spy to help their
vocabulary. He has introduced them to
poetry and they actually write their own
poems now.
Having never entirely shed his roots, he is
also Chairman of the Jacaranda Trust
working with carefully selected projects
in Zimbabwe. The charity’s total
donations have reached £100,000 after six
years of existence.
A few years ago Toby was diagnosed
with SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder)
which is a type of depression sometimes
known as ‘winter depression’ because the
symptoms are more apparent and tend to
be more severe during the winter. It is
likely that this is a hangover of his
childhood spent in the permanent sunshine so nowadays Toby ensures that he
and Judy have a winter holiday in the sun.
Toby’s philosophy is that life is for living
and no-one could dispute that he certainly
does that.
Rita Hadgkiss
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Our Churches
All Saints’
Church of England
www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk

At each College we were given a brief
and interesting talk on the history of the
chapel.
Margaret Woodward

Rector:
To be announced
Associate Priest Rev’d Susan Cooper

0118 437 5734

Churchwardens: Adrienne Heriot
Kathie Anderson

01491 629254
0118 972 2694

From All Saints’

Vacancy

At the time of writing we are being
blessed by our first warm spell of the year
and able to sit out in the garden enjoying
the spurt of growth in all the trees and
flowers around us. It’s rare to see primroses, daffodils, tulips and bluebells all
flowering together! Summer is upon us
and it is a time for new growth in us too.
We have been advertising for a new incumbent for the Benefice and we pray that
before much more time passes we will be
welcoming someone who will feed new
ideas and encourage new growth within
the parish, whilst retaining the traditions
that we love and nurture in our part of
England. Our services will continue as
before and we are here for the needs of
this community; nothing changes there.
2016 is a special year: we’ve been blessed
with an extra day to enjoy in February,
celebrated William Shakespeare’s 400th
anniversary and waved the flag for St
George on the same day in April. And the
celebrations have continued for Her
Majesty the Queen in her 90th year. Here
in Rotherfield Peppard we hope for the
joy of being able to welcome our new
shepherd sometime this year too. I am
reminded of what Jesus said about the
flowers; ‘Consider the lilies, how they
grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these.’ As most
people take a break through these summer
months may the love of God be with us
all, and we pray that when the harvest
comes the waiting will be over for a new
rector and we will all reap the benefit.

Unfortunately the applications that we
received for the post of Rector for the
Benefice did not yield suitable candidates for interview.
The profile has been ‘refreshed’ and the
post has now been readvertised. Short
listing will take place on 7th June with
interviews scheduled for 24th June.
Meanwhile service cover continues to be
provided by Rev’d Susan Cooper with
the help of visiting clergy.

Revd Susan Cooper, Associate Priest.

12 June
th

In the morning a Benefice service is taking place at 11:00 at
St John the Baptist, Kidmore
End, again a service where all
are welcome.

RSCM Singing tour of
Oxford Colleges
Five members of All Saints’
choir and one member from
Christ the King spent the afternoon on 2nd May in Oxford
singing different parts of the
Evening Prayer service in four
different Oxford Colleges
along with approximately 90
other singers. The introit and
1st hymn were sung in Jesus
College Chapel (All Saints’
Patron), the Psalm and
Magnificat were sung in
Brasenose College Chapel, the
Nunc Dimittis and responses in
Trinity College Chapel and
finally the anthem and a hymn
sung in Balliol College Chapel.

Elections
The Parochial Church Council of All
Saints’ held their Annual Meeting recently
where the Annual Report on the life of the
church and the Accounts were presented.
Adrienne Heriot was re-elected Churchwarden for another year and Kathie
Anderson was elected to take over as
Warden from Margaret Woodward who is
stepping down. Grateful thanks to
Margaret who has been a huge support to
Adrienne over the last four years,
particularly during the very busy time of
the vacancy while a new Rector is being
sought.
Adrienne Heriot
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Catholic Church

Deacon Francis Andrews 0118 972 2354
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
Until recently Fr Michael Doyle has been
with us at weekends while we await the
appointment of a permanent parish priest.
He also led our Holy Week and Easter
services.
We had a successful Lenten project
supporting Reading Faith Christian Group
(Readibank and other projects). 830 items
of food and toiletries were collected and
over £1440 cash. Some parishioners tried
living on £1 a day for a week and
Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwater.org.uk

On 16th June at 19:30, Springwater will
hold an evening focussed on the issue of
Human Trafficking. Jessica Gunja, from
Oasis India, has a Master’s degree in
Social Work and a degree in Commerce
and currently serves as the Project Coordinator where she oversees Oasis’ work
in government homes in Mumbai, India.
Over the past 12 years, Jessica has
worked with victims of commercial sex
trafficking, homeless youth, excluded
communities and sexually abused people
living with HIV/AIDS.
Kevin Potter, Development Minister at
Springwater, will give an overview of the
current anti-trafficking situation within
the UK. Until August 2015, Kevin was
the Interim Executive & Project Director
for Oasis USA, where he was involved in
the local and global fight against human
trafficking. His focus was helping local
communities support those vulnerable to

donated the money saved to the Lent
project. The experience of living on a
very restricted diet helped us appreciate
the everyday reality faced by many people in this country and around the world.
Last year Pope Francis called the
Catholic Church to celebrate a Jubilee
Year of Mercy running from 8 th December 2015 to 20th November 2016.
During the year we are asked to reflect
more deeply on the mercy God shows
us, e.g. as depicted in the parable of the
Prodigal Son, and how we should extend
mercy to others.
Communities are encouraged to make a
pilgrimage to a designated holy place.
Due to its history the Catholic church of

Our Lady and St Anne’s in Caversham is
one such place. Parishioners from St Michael’s will make their own
pilgrimage by walking to Caversham (via
footpaths and minor roads) and take part
in a service related to the Year of Mercy.
Hopefully there will be a report about this
in the next issue.
As we move towards the summer 18
young people are being prepared to make
their First Holy Communion in June and
several others to be Confirmed. Our
regular weekend Masses are at 17:30 Saturday and 09:00 or 10:30 on Sunday. You
would be most welcome to join us. For
more details see our website:
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk

trafficking and survivors of trafficking.
Currently, along with his wife, he also
supports organisations and various
individuals on issues relating to human
trafficking. This will be an informal
event and there will be time set aside for
Q&A.
The Springwater congregation has
recently been engaged in supporting
some great causes: Charlotte Clarke and
her two daughters ran and raised money
for Sports Relief. Charys Potter recently
returned from an internship with Oasis
Belgium where she worked with
vulnerable girls caught up in human
trafficking. During this period she was
able to raise money for the work in
Belgium by taking part In the Long
Run, a charity run that went through
Northern and Southern Ireland. During
her time in Ireland she had the privilege
of visiting Stormont and met Dame
Mary Peters and the Justice Minister.
Charys was resident in Brussels during
the recent terrorist activities.
Lara Pelling ran in the recent London
Marathon and raised money for Mind

which is an amazing charity which works
with, and supports, the increasing amount
of people with depression and fighting
other mental illnesses. Compassionate
Loaf, a local social enterprise business
provided a brilliant pop-up in Sonning to
help support the charity.
Lastly young Thomas Clokey will, this
summer, be heading off to Kenya/
Tanzania with some friends to climb to
the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in order
to raise money for an charity called The
Nasio Trust which aims to empower poor
communities in western Kenya to break
the cycle of poverty by providing
education, improving health, and
developing commerce. After his climb,
Thomas is going to work at one of the
Early Childhood Development centres the
Nasio Trust runs in Kenya.
If any of you are interested in making a
donation, please feel free to visit
Thomas’s fundraising page at
www.crowdfunding.justgiving.com/
thomasclokey and learn more about the
charity.

Brian Theobald

Kevin Potter

PEMBROKE GLASS
UNIT 12, MANOR FARM, PEPPARD COMMON, RG9 5LA
YOUR LOCAL GLASS AND GLAZING COMPANY
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply & install or supply only all types of windows,
doors and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.
Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE

Kathryn Fell Photography

Charity No: 900616
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets,
Events, Product Pack shots, Food.
Has many beautiful and affectionate cats looking
for loving homes. If you can give a home to any
Mobile studio can come to you
of them, please call: 01189 721871/01189 722082
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
Or visit our website www.tvaw.org.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 07958 371770
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Clubs and Societies
Club SC
We kicked off the Spring Term with a
Circus Skills evening, where we had a
wibbly-wobbly wonderful time!

We were also treated to a break dancing
session where youngsters and leaders
learnt how to balance on one hand,
attempted to spin on their heads and how
to do the 'scissor kick'. We were all quite
surprised how basic steps are used to
link a series of impressive moves.
We have made stop-motion films with a
local artist using iPads and hope to be
able to add the films to our facebook
page soon www.facebook.com/
sonningcommonyouthcentre.
In June we plan to go to the Atom
Trampoline Park in Reading funded by
money raised from a cake sale at the
Co-Op. Since trampoline parks are the
latest craze, we are very excited. Catch
us at the Sonning Common Primary
School Fair on Saturday 18th June for
more fundraising with a chocolate
tombola. For more information visit
www.clubsc.co.uk or add a ‘like’ to our
facebook page.
Club SC are currently looking for volunteers to help just two evenings a month,
Can you help us?
Becky Jenkins, Youth Leader

Peppard Stoke Row
Cricket Club
The club has made a fine start to the
summer with, particularly, the batsmen
enjoying themselves.
Four players have already made
centuries (Max Baker-Smith 105 and
Will Legg 100 against Checkendon,
Fergus Nutt 102 versus Wooburn
Narkovians and Ashley Hayden 101
against PSR Maharajas, while the
Sunday Kites team has won all five of
their games to date.
The 1st XI began the Berkshire Cricket
League Premier Division season with a
winning draw against reigning
champions Sulhamstead. PSR made
265-6 with Andy Watts posting 88,
before Sully were forced to block out on
174-9. Hayden took 5-32.
The 2nds won their opening Division
Two fixture at Shinfield by 27 runs.
Richard Walker’s 77 helped them to
256-7 before Riaan Ackermann claimed
4-36 in the hosts’ total of 229.
The juniors have also begun brightly
with the Under 13s in particularly fine
form.
PSR runs three Saturday league sides,
two Sunday sides and youth cricket from
Under 6s to Under 19s.
If anyone is interested in joining the club
as a senior player, please contact
chairman Gerry Bacon (07785 771847)
or as a junior, Andy Watts (07884
931906).
Richard Ashton

Sonning Common &
District Tennis Club
With the summer now upon us it is the
perfect time to put into action the plan
to get some exercise and take up tennis.
With that in mind, why not join our

club? Our fees have remained unchanged
for over 15 years and are still only £30 per
annum per family which is without doubt
great value for money.
How do we continue to keep our fees so
low? This is due to a combination of a
basic set-up (all we have are two tennis
courts) and the maintenance efforts of the
club committee ensuring the courts all
year round are kept to a high standard. We
hope that a recently dug root trench will
curtail the creeping root damage at the
edge of the courts so that the playing
surface will remain unaffected in the
years to come. Regular sweeping and
moss treatment keeps the playing surface
clean. Why do we keep our fees so low?
Well firstly because we can, and secondly
because the aim of the club is to provide
an affordable facility in the area for those
who want access to a tennis court for
themselves, their friends and their family.
For those that then want to have coaching
or compete in tournaments we are lucky
to have other excellent local tennis clubs
that they can join. So dust off that racquet,
dig out those trainers and get in touch.
Contacts : Dave Pinder 01491 680324
d.pinder@btinternet.com or Judy Pitson
0118 972 3294
judy.pitson35@btinternet.com
Dave Pinder

New Layout
Sub-Editor Required
Would you like to join our friendly
Editorial Team using DTP software to
produce Peppard News?
All software will be provided and full
training and support will be given.
For more information call Rita
Hadgkiss on 01491 629996 or e-mail
peppardnews@btinternet.com

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),
or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonyrgoodchild@btinternet.com
for a free quote and call out

www.mrf1xit.co.uk

CHILTERN ANTIQUES
Your Local Antique Dealer
An eclectic mix of small Victorian and Georgian furniture, treen,
walking canes, scientific & medical, silver, watches, jewellery, post
boxes & lots more.
See us at local and national Antique Fairs

Always Keen to Buy, House Calls by Appointment
Contact Fred Nickson 0118 924 2582 07768 918501

Peppard Relief in Need
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times
If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.
Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone
Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631)
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Sonning Common
Theatre Club
rd

Wyfold RDA
th

The 23 April was not only the 400
anniversary of the death of William
Shakespeare but also the 30th anniversary
of the Sonning Common Theatre Club.
Jane Arch began the club for a few friends
in 1986 but on St Georges Day 2016 she
had 207 members and friends filling The
Mill at Sonning for a fantastic birthday
party. Sally Hughes, the Managing
Director, welcomed us, emphasising the
importance of live theatre in this world
of cinema, film and the web, not
available to the Bard, and thanking us
for our continued support. Long
standing member, Robin John, highlighted some of the theatres we’d
visited and stars whose performances
we’d enjoyed.
Jane reminded us we’d been from
Edinburgh to Oberammergau, Dublin,
Canterbury, Stratford, London and
many places in between; over 350 trips
to theatres large and small. She retold
some of the problems occasionally
encountered on these visits which had her
audience in fits.
We enjoyed The Mill’s usual excellent
meal cared for by attentive staff before
taking our seats for the matinee
performance of Neil Simon’s comedy
Last of the Red Hot Lovers. Many of us
could relate to the year 1989 but perhaps
not to Barney Cashman’s attempts at
seduction? Once again laughter filled the
auditorium till the tears were streaming.
The celebration culminated with tea and
birthday cake served in the Interval.
Thank you, Jane, for thirty years of
wonderful theatre of every genre, of new
friendships forged and of lasting
memories. May the curtain never fall on
the Sonning Common Theatre Club.
Jennifer Smith

In April, popular local band Who is
Smith held a fund raising concert in
Shiplake in aid of Wyfold RDA. About
150 revellers attended the event which
raised £1,250. This was presented to
Wyfold (see photo) and in special
attendance was Scarlett Sayer who was
the inspiration for the concert. This
donation together with a ‘match funding’ amount from Microsoft is very welcome after what has been a very hard
winter because of the incessant rain.

As we have open air facilities, lots of
riding days were cancelled because of
the wet weather and when this happens
we receive no income although the
ponies still need to be fed and shod. So
this donation was much needed.
Local Super-Dad Stephen Dewdney
raised £615 for us by running the Goring
10K Run. His daughter Rachel is one of
our riders. Well done Stephen.
David Jackson, our London Marathon
Man, ran six miles with a broken ankle
after slipping on a discarded plastic bottle at the eight mile marker. A very disappointed David is having to sit at home
now until it heals - we all wish him a
speedy recovery.
We are looking for volunteers to help
with the Black Horse TREC over the
weekend of 25th/26th June. If you feel

you could help us out, it could be car
parking, obstacle judging, horse holding
or check points, please contact Gill on
gillr400@btinternet.com or 01491
628260. It’s a great day out and you
would help raise money for Wyfold at the
same time.
Gill Rushworth

Peppard Tennis Club
Open Day
The committee were delighted with a
great turnout as the club enjoyed a fantastic Open Day in April. Starting at midday, the crowd were treated to numerous activities with the younger ones
being put through their paces by the
team at Teach Me Tennis (the on-site
coaching experts) whilst new and existing members engaged in minitournaments and many sets of very
enjoyable tennis.
Chairman Vic Fry donned his chef’s
hat and provided an excellent BBQ,
which was complemented by some
delicious cakes and plenty of refreshment.
The event ran well past the expected
closing time as the children enjoyed
having their faces painted and many of the
parents took the opportunity to pick up a
racquet and have a hit themselves.
With the warmer weather on the way the
club is now running an additional (adult)
club day on Sundays from 10:00, this is
proving to be a very successful couple of
hours of tennis and is well attended. The
usual club nights continue to run on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 18:30 and it
continues to provide some very entertaining tennis for all. On Thursday 12th May,
the club will host a tournament for adult
club members, starting at 18:30 and a
BBQ will be provided. For more information please call 0118 947 4051 or visit
www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk
Richard Dilger

Computer Problems?
Is your PC misbehaving? Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance &
Upgrades, Broadband, Networking, Data Recovery &
Migration, Virus Cleaning, and much more.
Phone Robin and Henry Piercey at Influential Computers on
01491 680036, or visit www.influentialcomputers.com.

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)
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Peppard Diary
JUNE
Wed

1

Sat

4

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed

5
6
7
8

Thu
Sat

9
11

Sun

12

Mon
Wed

13
15

Sat

18

Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat

20
22
24
25

Greys Court/Art Classes/10:00-16:00
Greenshoots sale/SC Vill Hall
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Walking Football/Rotherfield United/10:30
Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189723609
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00/01491874220
Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com
Peppard School/Term starts
Greys Court/Art Classes/10:00-16:00
WI/Denman College/PWMH/14:00
FISH AGM/SC Vill Hall/14:00
Greenshoots/Christ the King/14:00-17:00
All Saints’ Flowers for the Queen/09:00-17:00
Queen’s 90th Birthday Picnic on the Common/from 16:00
All Saints’ Flowers for the Queen/09:00-17:00
All Saints’ Evening Prayer/18:30
RPPC Meeting/19:30/Planning/21:30/Pavilion
Greys Court/Art Classes/10:00-16:00
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491681780
SC Library/Fathers' Day Storytime/10:00
Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com
SC School Summer Fair
SC Surgery/Advanced Care Planning/14:30-16:00/01189722188
Greys Court/Art Classes/10:00-16:00
Peppard School Sports Evening
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/10:00

Sat
Sun
JULY
Fri
Sat

25
26

Kidmore End pre-school Summer Fete
SC pre-school 50th Anniversary Summer Fair/11:00-14:00

1
2

Sun
Mon
Mon
Wed

3
4
11
13

Sat

16

Wed

20

Nottakwire/Showtime/SC Vill Hall/19:00
Nottakwire/Showtime/SC Vill Hall/15:00
Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189723609
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00/01491874220
Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com
RPPC Meeting/19:30/Planning/21:30/Pavilion
WI/Garden Party/14:00
Peppard School Production/Kenton Theatre
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491681780
Peppard School term ends with Picnic on Common
SC Surgery/Advanced Care Planning/14:30-16:00/01189722188
RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/10:00
Greenshoots sale/SC Vill Hall

Sat
23
Wed 27
AUGUST
Mon 1
Sat
6
Sun

7

Sat

20

Sat

27

Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Nettlebed Art & Craft Show/Nettlebed Sch/12:00-18:00
Nettlebed Art & Craft Show/Nettlebed Sch/10:00-17:00
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00/01491874220
RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/10:00
Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Greenshoots sale/Henley Market Place

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09:30-11:30) office@fishvolunteerscentre.co.uk
SC & Peppard Table Tennis Club/Mem Hall/Juniors – Mon 17.00/0118 946 3191

SC Library/Pre-school Rhymetimes/1st and 3rd Mondays/10:00

Church Services
Sunday Services
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)
10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

5

JUNE
12 19

26

3

10

JULY
17 24

31

7

AUGUST
14 21 28

           A
A
      A   B A
             B
            
            
       

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 11:45  Sunday School 10:30 - 11:30

NOTES

Benefice Service at Kidmore End at
11:00
Benefice Service at Sonning
Common at 10:30

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
Monday-Friday 09:00
Saturday 17:30  Sunday 09:00 & 10:30

Wall and Floor Tiling Specialist est. 1985

• Natural Stone, Porcelain, and Ceramic Tiles
• Underfloor Heating
Supply and fit, or Labour only. To arrange a free consultation
and quotation call:

Jamie on 07771 821596

www.PeppardNews.co.uk
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Unabridged Articles
Commons News
You may have noticed that the parking
areas at Gallowstree cross-roads and outside The Red Lion were reinstated early
in the spring. These areas were badly potholed and often flooded. Remedial measures are also in hand to deal with the potholed tracks between both The Red and
Church Lane with the B481. These are
being undertaken with help from David
Einig, the earthworks contractor for the
Greys Green Golf Project. This work has
been at no cost to either the Conservators
or the Parish Council, and is a good example of business co-operating with the
community.
Over the years, parking has been allowed
on certain areas of the commons, as well
as tracks for access. Whilst the Estate is
keen to see the commons being used to
facilitate local leisure and rural business
activity, it should be borne in mind that
the Estate is under no obligation to provide these facilities, or to maintain them,
this generally being considered the responsibility of the beneficial users. Wherever possible, the Conservators will do all
possible to mobilise local support for facilitating improvements. The ongoing cooperation with Einigs, as well as Clemson’s support on reinstating the verges on
Top Common over the past two years, are
cases in point.
The Peppard Common Volunteer Group’s
conservation programme has made a significant impact by opening up the heathland at the top of Peppard Common and
down either side of the ski slope. Additionally, Butterfly Glade has been opened
up in the valley bottom by clearing out
much of the blackthorn that had taken
over. Work was also carried out on Top
Common to open up the area around a lay
-by on Colliers Lane just off the B481
that was in regular use by fly-tippers.
Brambles and trees were cut back, and a
very large amount of rubbish collected.
Conservation activities will wind down
during the summer months and restart in
the autumn.
The Conservators, who operate on an
entirely voluntary basis, are responsible
for the preservation and management of
eight areas of common land. Volunteers
are always welcome to help with working
parties or you may wish to consider supporting the voluntary work by joining the
Friends of Nettlebed & District Commons. An application form and information on the work of the Conservators is
available on www.nettlebedcommons.org, or from Liz Longley, the
Clerk to the Conservators at
clerk@nettlebed-commons.org.

Of particular interest is the Wetlands
Project at Nettlebed, a major initiative,
which is well worth a visit.
Tony Rancombe

Library News
With the proportion of 15-16 year olds
reporting that they frequently feel anxious or depressed having doubled in the
past 30 years, there is an enormous need
for quality assured mental health information and advice for young people. Co
-created with a panel of young people
who themselves have a mental health
issue, the new Reading Well for Young
People scheme uses book-based therapy
to help them understand and manage
their condition. The library has a collection of books from this scheme available for teenagers and/or their parents to
borrow.
For younger children we have storytimes every Saturday morning at 10:00.
Our next special storytime will be on
18th June, to celebrate Fathers’ Day on
19th. There will be a craft session after
the storytime, aimed at 3–8 year olds,
and home-made cakes will be on sale.
We have Rhymetimes for the under-3s
on the first and third Mondays of the
month at 10:00–10:30, run with the help
of staff from the Children’s Centre. The
Friends of the Library group hope to
have a stall at the school summer fair
(also on 18th June) to raise money for
new books for the library. Please come
and support them! The theme of the
Summer Reading Challenge for children
this year is the Big Friendly Read. It
will be launched in July, and there will
be special story sessions starting at
10:00 every Saturday morning in
August.
Rosemary Dunstan

Kidmore End Pre-School
Term 5 of this academic year has begun:
it’s a difficult term to label. We have
Term 1 which is the Autumn Term and
Term 2 which becomes our Christmas
Term and so on. Term 6 will be the
Summer Term, but Term 5 languishes
somewhere in the middle between
Easter and summer. Somedays it feels
like a Spring Term and other days more
like an Autumn Term all over again! At
pre-school we always think positively:
the bluebells are coming out in the
churchyard and in my back garden so
Spring Term it is! We have a busy time
ahead.
This term we have welcomed three new
children. Two have older siblings who

we have cared for in the past so it’s lovely
to welcome old friends back to the preschool. One family is brand new to us and
we look forward to getting to know them.
We have extended our very popular topic
of Castles, Dragons, Kings, Queens and
Princesses so that we can include celebrations and activities to mark HM the
Queen’s 90th birthday. The staff have
been working on some wonderful ideas to
link this important milestone with the
children’s learning and play activities. We
are also busy planning our second Summer Fete. Please make a note of the date
and location: Saturday 25th June, at
Kidmore End Primary School. We’d love
to see you there. There’s going to be all
sorts of fun entertainment and activities
for all the family, including the ever popular tractor rides and a hog roast. Please do
come along and support us.
We are always looking for new committee
members, not necessarily with children
still at the pre-school. If this is something
that you might be interested in taking on –
it’s not a huge time commitment, but it is
a really important contribution to the running of the pre-school - please do not
hesitate to let us know. We would welcome the support.
Kidmore End Pre-School is a small preschool set in a rural location, with session
numbers limited to 14 children. I do still
have a limited number of spaces on the
register so if you would like more information about our wonderful pre-school, or
you would like to add your child to our
waiting list, please contact me on 0118
9484985 or e-mail enquiries@keps.co.uk
as soon as possible. Please see our website
at www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for
further information.
Emma Hawker

