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ment Ltd submitted plans to upgrade
the golf course to South Oxfordshire
District Council. The plans were
passed and work on this four year
project commenced in late August
2014. In the meantime, golf can still
be played on 27 of the 36 holes.
Lee is in charge of day to day operations and can be found on the golf
course every weekday. He describes
the work being carried out as taking
the land back to a more original state
than before it was levelled for farming, thus creating a more natural
looking landscape.
Lee Rawlings at Greys Green Golf Course
On some of the fairways the top soil has
The golf course can be found on the
been scraped off and piled up at the side
B481 just off Peppard Common next to
and dips have been dug
Dog Lane. It was originally farmland
out. Subsoil is being
and part of Greys Green Farm owned by
brought in by lorries to
Mr Alexander Hood who planted many
form tee and green
trees on 300 acres of land and turned that
complexes which will
part of his farm into a pay and play golf
then be covered again by
course.
the existing topsoil. All
Lee Rawlings came to work there as a
the soil being brought
golf professional in 2009 and later, along
onto the site is from the
with his then business partner, Neil
surrounding area so
Warner, took over the golf course on a
matching the existing
99-year lease in August 2011. Together
soil type. In all 100,000
they formed a company called L & N
tonnes of soil will be
Golf Management Ltd. Mr Warner has
imported. The planning permission
since left the company and Lee has been
allowed for some 400 trees up to six
joined by Adrian Stiff, a Golf Course
metres tall to be moved and those moved
Architect and Manager. As former farmhave been successfully replanted around
land, the existing golf course is flat land
the site.
and, while it is bePlanning permission
ing well used by
entailed restrictions
golfing beginners,
on the movement of
players go on to join
lorries in and out of
clubs with more
the site to minimise
challenging courses
disturbance to local
as they improve.
residents and traffic
The owners felt the
flow at peak times.
course to be too
Lee told me that
basic and not suslorries delivering soil
tainable in the long
do not arrive before
term.
09:30 or after 16:00
L& N Golf Managehours and no deliverWork in Progress

ies are made at weekends. The company
pays for the lay-by in front of Daisy's at
the Dog, and the B481 in front of the
entrance to the site, to be swept twice a
week. Lee is conscious of a need to
minimise the disruption to wildlife and he
continues to welcome dog walkers, birdwatchers and conservationists to the golf
course.
The long term aim is to create a golf club
which can be used on a choice of levels:
a full membership, a lower level of
membership which involves paying a fee
for each round of golf as well as Pay and
Play which exists now. Lee told me there
are no plans to build a club house.
Daisy's at the Dog is nearby and willing to
provide club house refreshment facilities.

Time for a Break

Would you like to join our friendly
Editorial Team using DTP software to
produce Peppard News?
All software will be provided.
Or, would you like to help design and
develop our new website and then
manage it?
Full training and support
will be given.
For more information call Rita
Hadgkiss on 01491 629996 or e-mail
peppardnews@btinternet.com

Peppard News is a quarterly community newspaper published by Peppard News Publications with financial support from Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council, and is
distributed free within the parish of Peppard. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Peppard News Publications or of the RPPC unless stated as such.
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Contributions accepted via e-mail or post to Jennifer Smith, Molehouse, Church Lane, RG9 5JN Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Fericon Press Limited
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Our Schools

Peppard C of E Primary
School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354

As we head towards the Whitsun holidays
the weeks are flying by. Preparations are
underway for our summer production
which will be performed at the Kenton
Theatre on Tuesday 14th July. The title of
the play is top secret and will be announced to the children on 18th May.
Once again we have been asked to ‘open’
the Revels event on Saturday 23rd May –
the whole school will be singing on the
Common at 16:00.
Our Choir will be attending the wonderful
Festival of Voices at Dorchester Abbey on
Friday 19th June and, having excelled at
this year’s concert, they have already
signed up for Young Voices 2016 at the
O2 in January.
Now into the summer term, we have resumed our tennis lessons at Peppard Tennis Club and, as you will probably have
seen, we are now playing cricket and
rounders on the common. All three activities are proving very popular.
We have a few trips planned throughout
May, some local and others further afield.
The youngest children will be visiting the
River & Rowing museum in Henley and
taking part in a mini-beast day entitled The
Ugly Bug Ball. Later in the month, the
Year 1 & 2 children and Year 3 & 4 children are off to the Natural History Museum to see the dinosaurs.
Once again, our whole school outing will
involve a journey to London, with groups
going to London Zoo and the Tower of
London. The older children will be having
a tour of The Globe Theatre and also visiting the Clink, an old prison museum.
Sports’ day is on Friday 26th June at 17:00
and end of term is Friday 17th July at
12:00 when we will all congregate on the
common for a picnic.

Headteacher

Nick Steele
Chairman of the Governors

Christine Bradbury

The nights are getting lighter and the
days are getting warmer – it means the
summer term is upon us! We’ve had a
great start to the term with a firm favourite for the kids, Movie Night, and a firm
favourite for the parents, Quiz Night.
Together they raised around £800. A
huge thank you goes to Melanie Hobbs
and her team, not forgetting Fiona, who
made the Quiz Night event a great success. Thanks also to all the parents (new
and old) who came along for a great
night of food and laughter – we couldn’t
do it without you.
More thanks go to Anne Marie Gow
for hosting another great Movie Night.
And let’s not forget the Taylors and
the Towards who kindly gave up their
Sunday to help Mr Steele do some
much needed school maintenance.
What’s coming up? We hope sunny
weather for the next two events: the
Revels Opening event on the common;
we’ll be running a tea and cake stall so
come along and enjoy some refreshments. Then on Friday 26th June –
School Sports’ Day; a fun-filled afternoon in the sun with BBQ and a bar.
Everyone is welcome to join in.
Where does the money go? The money
from the Quiz Night and Movie Night
will go towards funding the end of year
school trip to London. FOPS pay the
transportation costs of around £1,000.
It’s a great trip and both the teachers and
the children look forward to it.

There are plenty of opportunities for the
children to learn about the natural world
this summer. We started with a delivery
from Living Eggs of ten chicken’s eggs; it
was very exciting to watch as nearly all of
the eggs hatched; caring for the chicks
was a great experience for the children. Also, one of our children brought in
some tadpoles and we are eagerly awaiting their gradual change into frogs.
In keeping with current affairs we had our
own election. The older children formed
parties and decided what they would do if
they were in charge of Peapods for the
day; the younger members then
voted. The children came up with some
wonderful policies such as;
‘chocolate cake for snack time’, ‘running
allowed inside’, and one slightly controversial policy… ‘pirates, dinosaurs and
superheroes only’.

Election Day at Peapods

We still have spaces for September and a
few spaces in our summer holiday club so
if you would like to look around please
contact Louisa –
louisa@pepodsnurseryschool.com, or visit
www.peapodsnurseryschool.com

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements:
Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal;
Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design.

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

HOBBS OF HENLEY LTD
THE BOAT PEOPLE
at HENLEY-on-THAMES
DAY BOAT HIRE - PASSENGER BOAT AND PARTY HIRE

Repairs, Fuels & Service
BOAT & ENGINE SALES
Established over 130 years - Telephone (sales) 01491 572 035

WEE-COT SEATING
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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Our Young Achievers

Imogen Porter lives in Peppard with her
family and started playing tennis at Peppard Lawn Tennis Club when she was 10
years old. Now, aged 15, she attends Gillots School, Henley, where she is Games
Captain for her house, helps out in the PE
Department, helps to run Sports’ Day and
is in the netball, rounders and hockey
teams. She will take her GCSEs next year
and it is no surprise that PE is one of her
chosen subjects! Apart from tennis,
Imogen's other out-of-school sports activity is athletics at Palmer Park, Reading.
She undertakes tennis coaching herself
twice a week and is an assistant coach
with the younger 4-7 year old age group,
and helped at the last Tennis Camp at the
Peppard Club with a group of 21 younger
children. Imogen told me that of all her
sporting interests, tennis is her favourite
and she loves coaching.
She was nominated as a Young Achiever
by her tennis coach and is clearly valued
by the club for her help with the younger
children.

Tabitha Cairns is 10 years old and
started ballet dancing when she was
three years old and has been dancing
ever since. She remembers not having a
leotard for her first ballet lesson and she
had to wear a baggy dressing up costume. She enjoys dancing a lot and always feels relaxed and refreshed whenever she dances. When she is older, she
imagines herself as a professional ballet
dancer.
Every Wednesday, Tabitha practices
ballet, and used to on a Friday, to prepare her for her Grade 2 exams. Tabitha
passed Grade 2 and is now in Grade 3.
The highest grade is grade 6. Her favourite ballet move was a hard decision
to make but it had to be dancing at the
bar. When she is at the bar, she feels
relaxed because the bar is supporting
her.
Her first big performance was two years
ago at the Kenton Theatre, when she did
Alice in Wonderland. She started as one
of the leading roles, The Queen of

Do you need an Accountant?
 Self Assessments
 Business Advice
 Corporation Tax Returns

 Accounts
 Business Start-Ups
 VAT

Phone Keith Jefferies ACMA
on 0118-9722611 or 07749-415264

for a free initial consultation

Hearts. Also, last year, she did a solo
dance for Joseph and the Amazing Technicoloured Dreamcoat, (with a little help
from the Foundations!).She had lots of fun
and it gave her confidence for her biggest
audition ever ...
In 2014, Tabitha auditioned for a place at
the Royal Ballet School in London. Beforehand, she was excited because a place
would mean a lot to her. Sadly she didn’t
get a place and she wants to try again
when she is older.
Overall, Tabitha Cairns is a phenomenal
ballet dancer and she never wants to stop.

Charlotte Jones, aged 11, is a hardworking
synchronised swimmer. She has been doing synchronised swimming for over three
years. She got into the sport when her
swimming coach told her she was good
enough to join synchro. At first, Charlotte
was unsure because she didn’t know what
synchronised swimming was but she went
anyway to see what it was like.
Charlotte found her first lesson so much
fun and has been doing syncro ever since.
Charlotte is a flyer in her team. That is the
person who gets thrown into the air. Her
team goes to competitions three or four
times a year. She has been to Nationals
once but unfortunately didn’t win.
As a swimmer, Charlotte decided that she
would raise money by doing 50 lengths.
We and Charlotte’s family are very proud
of her and we hope other people will be
inspired by her.
When she grows up, one of the things she
wants to be is a synchronised swimmer as
she now enjoys it so much.
Overall, Charlotte loves synchronised
swimming and can’t see herself doing anything else.
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The Councils
I am conscious that this is my first opportunity to write to the residents of our
beautiful village. I take this opportunity to
announce the formation of a Village
Working Group which is outlined below.
Objectives of the Group: to recognise the
threat to our village from developers, and
the increasing encroachment of urbanisation in the South East of England; to
maintain the rural characteristics for the
benefit of all parishioners and future generations whilst responding positively to
the need for future sustainable progress.
Membership: there will be no maximum
number of members. A minimum of a
third of the membership will be Rotherfield Peppard Parish Councillors. All
members should be residents within the
boundaries of the parish.
Meetings: these will be held in the Sports
Pavilion. A minimum of six per annum in
a full cycle year commencing 1st May.
Terms of Reference:
 To construct a Working Group with a
broad balance of RPPC Councillors and
RPP residents.
 To engage the Parish in a tree audit and
recommend to RPPC trees suitable for
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs).
 To engage the Parish in auditing building infrastructure and recommending to
RPPC buildings for preservation.
 To engage the Parish in reviewing the
Parish open spaces, including grass
verges and car parking areas, and recommending to RPPC actions for their
long term preservation.
 To engage the Parish in reviewing all
present footpaths and making recommendations for their maintenance and
preservation and the establishment of
any new footpaths.
 To engage the Parish in reviewing all
hedges and making recommendations
on their maintenance and preservation.
 To review and recommend to RPPC
actions for the reinforcement of RPPC
Policies relating to signage, public information, street scene development and
housing development.
 To recommend to RPPC the need for
any extensions of the designated AONB

Know Your Councillor
Parish Council
Chairman: Dr Barry Wood
e-mail: barry@barjen.co.uk
Tel: 01491 629983
Parish Clerk: Linda Collison
7 Grange Avenue, Rotherfield Peppard,
Henley on Thames, Oxon RG9 5LD
01491 629676
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillors: Charles Bailey and
David Nimmo-Smith
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
e-mail:
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary for dates and times.

 To engage with either local or national
organisations, including adjacent
parish councils, in the development of
ideas and recommendations for RPPC.
 All recommendations to RPPC to take
account of the need for sustainability
and biodiversity where appropriate.
As you can see the commitment levels
are approximately 20 hours in any year –
not a huge personal effort set against
serving and protecting our village for
future generations. Additionally you will
meet many enthusiastic and likeminded
people. Sounds good? Why not contact
either Barry Wood or Linda Collison
(see box for details).

Peppard News congratulates John
Howell who has been re-elected as our
Member of Parliament.

Similarly, we congratulate Charles
Bailey and David Nimmo-Smith who
were elected as our District Councillors
on 7th May.
Our thanks go to Paul Harrison who has
represented us so well, particularly during the recent boundary review.

Barry has a reputation for being a man
who gets things done. Now that I have
met him, I can quite see why. He gives the
impression of having boundless energy
combined with enthusiasm and drive and a
man not easily deterred from his chosen
plan of action.
He is originally from Derby, has lived in
Henley since 1978 and recently moved to
Peppard. He and his wife, Jenni, wanted
to downsize; they wanted to be in the
country and yet still near a sizeable town,
and when they found the perfect house on
Stoke Row Road the move became inevitable. It is a decision that he hasn’t regretted
– he loves the area and finds the people
extremely friendly and welcoming.
Never a man to stand on the sidelines, he
has concerns about the area and felt the
obvious thing to do was to join the Parish
Council where he enjoys the work. It
wasn’t his mission to become Chairman
but when former Chairman, David
Hammond, left the area and subsequently
Tony Cotton stood down, Barry was happy
to step into the role. He enjoys motivating
people and, together with his belief in
devolved decision making, he wants to
lead a council where individual councillors
have their own portfolios.
His concerns for his adopted area are increased house building and housing
density with its concomitant traffic. He
believes Peppard can support a small
increase but a substantial increase could
easily change the dynamics of the whole
community. He is concerned about how
the school will be rebuilt and how to raise
the necessary funds. He wants to see our
local pubs survive and thrive and he also
wants our commons protected. He fears
that the recent boundary review did not
finalise the issue and further proposals for
boundary changes will occur in the future.
He is fully committed to working for and
on behalf of Peppard residents and hopes
to continue as Chairman of the Council for
some time to come.
He is no stranger to local politics having
been a founder member of the Henley
Residents’ Group, a South Oxfordshire
District Councillor and a Henley Town
Councillor culminating in his being elected
Mayor for Henley in 2007. His wife,
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Snippets
Jenni, shares his interests and she is currently the Deputy Mayor of Henley.
Whilst Mayor of Henley, he started the
Henley Youth Council for young people
of 10-18 years with the objective of their
having a voice as councillors for their
schools and in the community. Once it
was established there was a total of 32
members and altogether 150 young people involved.
Barry is still very active in Henley - he is
passionate about Townlands Hospital. He
is one of the original members of the
Townlands Steering Group set up in 2003
and is still a very active member of the
committee.
He initially gained his degree in physics
and mathematics and set out on the path of
academia. However, commerce beckoned
and he went into the engineering sector,
specialising in vending machines primarily in hotels. He had wide and varied experience working for large multi-national
companies and, at one point, lived in the
United States.
In 1990, he was the General Manager of
Engineering services for Coca Cola at the
time and in a project to put vending machines into offices in the UK; it soon became apparent that the British preferred
water to coke. The message was clear to
Barry and he set up his own very successful business supplying water machines. He
subsequently diversified – he was a Financial Adviser and then a Schools’ Inspector. Since 1994 he has inspected a total of
428 schools.
It is hard to believe that Barry has any
time or energy left over for other activities
but he does. He played both football and
cricket seriously as a young man and
remains an avid cricket spectator - so
much so he and Jenni bought an apartment
in Barbados some years ago so that he can
enjoy watching Test matches in the
sunshine.

The Family Fun Day Games on Saturday
23rd May has unfortunately been cancelled. The Revels will commence at
16:00 with the School choir followed by
the BBQ and Disco.
On behalf of FISH Volunteer Centre, a
big thank you to the people in Peppard
who have kindly sponsored Lee Hathaway, manager at Forresters hair salon in
Sonning Common. Lee has already run
the Goring 10k and Reading ½ marathon
and, by the end of May, will have run
the Green Park Royal and the Wallingford 10k. So far he has raised some
£350. Lee tells us he sees the great work
that FISH volunteers do and felt it right
to play his part. Hopefully we can encourage him and others next year!
You can still sponsor Lee at Forresters.

During June, to celebrate the Centenary
of the Women’s Institute, displays
around the house explore Lady Brunner’s time with her friends in the local
WI and her influence as Chairman of
the National Federation in the 1950s.

Nottakwire's summer concert will be on
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June in
Sonning Common Village Hall. Doors
open 13:00 for tombola, books, homemade cakes, teas, coffees and raffle.
The performance starts at 14:00. Tickets £4 after 1st June from Occasions,
Wood Lane, or phone 0118 947 7302.
Well known songs from the 20s, 30s,
40s and 50s to sing along with. The
Choir hopes to raise £1000 for local
village groups and charities.

Greetings Cards
Gifts
Helium Balloons
Stationery
Shoe Repairs
Dry Cleaning
Alterations

Occasions
23c Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 972 3358

We would like to bring your attention to
an article in the enclosed Sonning
Common Health Centre newsletter.
Dr Ellen Kruidenier, one of the practice
GPs there, has written a thoughtful and
important article about the Advanced Care
Planning Workshops that she runs. The
aim of the workshops is to help people
learn about all aspects of end-of-life care
and advanced care planning.

We are introducing Saturday opening at
Greenshoots at Manor Farm on 23rd May
and 6th & 13th June – we will be open from
10:00 to 14:00.
Don’t forget, if you would like to help by
volunteering at any of these events, or at
any other time, please get in touch (01491
628933). We also offer volunteering roles
to anyone completing their Duke of Edinburgh Award.

For over 20 years, volunteers have run our
village Lunch Club. For a two-course
meal costing £4, over-60s can book their
lunch for the third Wednesday of the
month (except August), and meet and
make friends from 12.00 at Peppard War
Memorial Hall. To book phone Betty on
01491 628644.

A giant Easter egg was raffled at Daisy's
at the Dog Coffee Shop on Peppard Common on Good Friday. The raffle raised
£71.87 for Goring, Woodcote & District
Lions Club charity projects.
The local Lions Club is in urgent need of
men and women to join them to enable the
Club to continue and support local charities. Enquiries to Jon Solman tel 07788
885682.
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Our Village
Olly Nicholson, of Blounts Court Road,
has been friends with Jez Mayo from
Woodcote since they played cricket together at Stonor Cricket Club 20 years
ago. He now plays league cricket for
Peppard Stoke Row and Jez plays for
Woodcote. Jez was diagnosed ten years
ago with myeloma, a rare form of bone
marrow cancer. He has twice received
stem cell treatment and is currently in
remission. Myeloma UK raises money to
research new treatments for the disease.
Olly wanted to do something to help and,
knowing that any money raised would go
directly into research, thought about the
idea of a sponsored bike ride: as a keen
cyclist it was the obvious choice. Cycling
between the three cricket clubs would be
a challenge because of the gradient of the
Chiltern Hills and was a link between
himself, Jez and their shared interest of
cricket. Olly began training for the event
last November by cycling every other
weekday and twice at weekends.
Olly's chosen ‘Myelomarathon’ route was
26.2 miles long and his aim was to complete as many laps as possible in a day,
hoping to raise at least £500. He was
delighted to find that he had raised £700
even before the ride and that is now
almost £1,400 (including Gift Aid). Donations can still be given by visiting
www.justgiving.com/
myelomarathon2015.

He is very grateful to his fellow cyclists
who gave him the encouragement he
needed to keep going through such
harsh weather. Olly is also grateful to
his wife Rachel and daughters Sophie
and Isabel for their encouragement
during winter training.
On a personal note, I would like to pay
tribute to Olly for his contribution to
research into myeloma as both my parents died from the disease before stem
cell treatment had been discovered. It is
so heartening to hear of someone who is
raising money for research into this
lesser known cancer.

We are a charity that provides work
experience for adults with learning or
mental health disabilities, and are in
urgent need of help with pricking out,
potting on and getting the beds ready to
plant out. If you are interested in giving
a hand, contact Denise on 01491 628933
or denise@waysandmeans.org.uk. The
guys in the canteen have also been busy
cake making. This is because we commenced serving at the Tea Kiosk in
Caversham Court at the end of April do please pop in for a yummy slice of
cake and a cuppa if you can.

The bluebells looked marvellous as
usual this year, but now we’re striding
into summer and (hopefully!) warmer
weather. Health walking is for fitness –
and it’s friendly, fun and free! The
walks are for everyone, whatever their
age and ability, and are graded accordingly. They’re especially beneficial for
those who currently, for whatever reason, do little or no exercise. Timetables
are available from the Health Centre, the
library and the Herb Farm, or at
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk
If you’d like to talk to someone about
the health walks, or for more information, phone Colin Davies on 0118 972
2527
Come and join us!

Wyfold Riding for the Disabled is celebrating 45 years this year and, to mark the
occasion, members attended a dinner at
Badgemore Golf Club in April. It was an
excellent evening, organised mainly by
Pippa Hughes, who is one of the founder
members. Many awards were presented to
volunteers who have achieved 10 or more
years’ service. Gifts were presented to
Melvin Stafford who has provided veterinary expertise for over 35 years and to
Sue Launders, retiring as Treasurer after
17 years. It is thought that those who
received awards have given a total of
approximately 626 years help to the
group! During the dinner Colin Pawson,
who has taught the carriage driving instructors to drive and given a great deal of
help over the years, gave a talk about
coach horns. He outlined the history of
coaching as he took the audience through
an imaginary journey, demonstrating with
great skill the various tunes which would
have been played to warn or inform other
road users of the presence of the coach.

Friendly Fridays are starting to get busier!
We welcome Scrabble players, knitters and
crafters on Friday mornings.
If you’d like some help learning or improving your computer skills, we can find
a volunteer partner to assist you, at a time
to suit you – just ask the library staff.
If you’re going on holiday and looking for
something to read, don’t forget we have
secondhand books for sale which you can
take with you and not worry about leaving
behind or dropping in the pool!
Finally - a reminder that this year’s
Summer Reading Challenge begins in midJuly, with children encouraged to read at
least six books during the long summer
holidays, in return for small rewards. The
theme for this year is Record Breakers,
and there will be record-breaking storytimes on every Saturday in August, with
differing crafts to try.
For more information contact the library
on 0118 792 2448

Olly Nicholson with Jez Mayo and Will Nicholl

The challenge took place at the end of
March. It was a particularly wet and
windy day which made the ride even
more challenging. Olly started out at
06:30 and achieved three laps totalling
78.6 miles in 6 hours 50 minutes. He was
joined on lap one by Ashley Agar, on lap
two by Steve Alvey, on lap three by Will
Nicholl and also Jez and his son George.

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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There will be a cycle ride on Saturday 6th
June which will include approximately
500-600 cyclists who will each pass
through Peppard twice:
 Along Blounts Court Road turning
right onto the B481 and down the hill
towards Peppard Common and Nettlebed.
 From Stoke Row along Stoke Row
Road turning right onto Gallowstree
Road towards Gallowstree Common.
See on the official website:
www.henleyhighwayman.co.uk
The event starts in Henley at about 07:30
when cyclists will set off in small groups
over a two hour period: there will be
cyclists through the village until midafternoon. There will be no road
closures.

Early summer is a glorious time to enjoy
the commons with fledglings leaving the
nest and plants growing at full tilt. All
this means that work on them is limited,
so as not to disturb the burgeoning wildlife. But our dedicated volunteers never
rest! We also tackle invasive non-native
species such as Himalayan Balsam and
Variegated Yellow Archangel.
Many ‘garden escapees’ spread and
smother the native plants such as violets,
wood spurge and sanicle. One remedy is
to uproot them by hand or to cut them
repeatedly to weaken the growth; chemical treatment is a third option, but costly.
How do these unwelcome invaders arrive
on our commons? They come from garden
rubbish. There are several problem species: periwinkle, snowberry, laurel and
rhododendron all grow on the common,
introduced from nearby gardens. This is
one of the reasons why we ask you not to
dump garden waste on the commons.
At a recent conference we were challenged to consider what ‘commons’ mean
to us. To some, they represent an oasis of
peace and calm; cool fresh air on a hot
day; a nature reserve on your doorstep; or
a place where history comes alive. And to
some, they are a place to dump rubbish.

Over two thousand years ago, Aristotle
had this to say: What is common to the
greatest number has the least care bestowed upon it. Everyone thinks chiefly
of his own, hardly at all of the common
interest.
Common land is a living example of
‘the common interest’ in the modern
world. It exists for all to enjoy, but by
the same token, for all to care for and
preserve.

As you can tell from the picture, spring
is marching on and we have already had
a working party clearing debris from
outside the Hall in a good tidy up !!

Peppard Unplugged, a monthly event on
the first Saturday evening of each
month, continues to raise funds for our
proposed new roof and is very much
enjoyed by all. Last year the evenings
raised £2,000. Why not come along and,
if you play a musical instrument, sing or
just otherwise entertain, enjoy doing so
in a relaxed atmosphere? For more detail see our website: www.
peppardwarmemorialhall.btik.com.
We have now received an energy report
from Toe2 (Trust for Oxfordshire Environment) and are looking into the implementation of some of the recommendations for replacing the Hall roof.
As I have said before, if you can help
financially or with contacts I would be
extremely pleased to hear from you.
The new roof is the biggest project undertaken on the Hall in its history and
we would welcome contributions from
those people in the community who feel

able to help. We would like the new roof
to last another 100 years

The Kingwood and Peppard Common
Volunteers (KPCV) are a friendly group of
conservation volunteers who meet twice a
month to work on Kingwood and Peppard
Commons. Our work consists mainly of
heathland management – caring for the
heather in the woodland glades, removing
competing species such as bracken, bramble and silver birch. We also maintain and
improve the many informal footpaths on
the commons.
We have work parties planned throughout
June, July and August – see Diary page for
dates and also www.PeppardNews.co.uk
(Local Events). The work parties run from
09:30 to 12:30, and volunteers are welcome for all or any part of that time. For
more details please contact
ShKinghorn@aol.com.

FISH runs regular door-to-door supermarket shopping trips to Henley and
Reading as well as Henley Farmers’ Market and Reading Town Centre every
month.
Leisure trips currently planned include
visits to Hatfield House, The Living Rain
Forest, The SS Great Britain, Chiswick
House & Fullers Brewery and a trip on the
Kennet and Avon Canal.
The programme for each month is
published and distributed on 20th of the
preceding month and bookings are taken
from that date. Copies of the programme
are widely available around Sonning
Common and Peppard as well as from the
FISH Volunteer Centre office and on the
bus itself. The monthly programme of
trips is posted on noticeboards throughout
the village.
Details of all minibus trips can also be
found on the FISH website
www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk
For more information and to book a trip
call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between
09:30 and 11:30.
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Our Churches
All Saints’
Church of England
www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk

ward to welcoming everyone from the

Rector:
Revd Canon Graham Foulis Brown 0118 972 3987
st
Associate Priest Revd Susan Cooper
0118 437 5734 youngest to the oldest on the 21 June,

and of course to all our regular services.

Churchwardens: Adrienne Heriot
Margaret Woodward

Summer is Icumen In as the medieval
song tells us. This year our Whitsun break
will be enhanced by the Peppard Revels.
What better way to give thanks to God for
our lives and community than by coming
together for the service in the Tent at
11:30 on Sunday 24th May.
By June, we hope the dust will be settling
after the May General Election and those
in power will be starting to fulfil their
election promises!
Then as we reach July and August, the
summer holidays, hopefully sunny and
warm, will give families the opportunity
to take time out together. Jesus, too, liked
to take time for refreshment with those He
loved. ‘Come to me,’ He said, ‘and I will
give you rest.’ In the less demanding
summer months let’s take time to lay
down some of the burdens life places on
our shoulders and to turn to Him for rest,
comfort and encouragement.
Let’s take time to accept His warm invitation to move closer together embracing
the gift of loving family bonds and praising God for our precious families and
friendships.

The Annual Parochial Church meeting
took place on 28th April at All Saints’, in
which the Churchwardens, Adrienne
Heriot and Margaret Woodward, were both
re-elected for the forthcoming year. The
two wardens will officially take office at a
service to be held in Dorchester Abbey on
11th June.

01491 629254
0118 972 2296

rd

On Wednesday 3 June at Kidmore End
School at 19:30, there is to be a Benefice Open Consultation meeting to
which everyone is invited. We will be
considering the future challenges faced
by the parishes and the qualities that a
new Rector might have. We would like
your input. If you are unable to attend,
but wish to comment, contact one of the
Churchwardens.

Once every month, usually on the third
Sunday, the 10:30 Service at All Saints’
is taken by members of the congregation
and not our clergy, a service known as
Peppard Praise – All Saints’ for All
Ages. As with all of our services, we are
keen to encourage people in the Parish,
whether regular, occasional or new
attendees, to come along and share in
the service. As the theme of Peppard
Praise on 21st June is The Feeding of the
Five Thousand, we will be providing hot
sausage sandwiches, various nibbles and
drinks after the service, preceded by a
short, non-strenuous activity, either inside or outside depending on the
weather, to encourage everyone to get to
know All Saints’ and each other better.
Whilst we would be especially delighted
if people would attend both the service
and the sausage eating, people are
equally welcome to come along just for
the Feeding of the Five Thousand (and
to see how close we get to that number!). The service is at 10:30 and the
post-service activity and food will start
at approximately 11:30. We look for-

PEMBROKE GLASS
UNIT 12, MANOR FARM, PEPPARD COMMON, RG9 5LA
YOUR LOCAL GLASS AND GLAZING COMPANY
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply & install or supply only all types of windows,
doors and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.
Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

Once again this year the Children’s
Society (also known as the Church of
England Children’s Society) is planning to
run the Regatta Café in the Chantry
House, adjacent to St Mary’s Church in
Henley. It is staffed by volunteers and
runs from Wednesday to Saturday in
Regatta week, this year 1st to 4th
July. Volunteer shifts are from 08:0011:30, 11:30-14:30 and 14:30-17:00. If
you would like to join the happy band of
helpers, or to provide cakes or scones for
sale, then Brian and Liz Brent (email brianbrent62@gmail.com or 01491 576033)
would love to hear from you. If you
would like to have a really good tea or
lunch, the café is open from 11:00-17:00
and you will be very welcome.

This annual event, organised by Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, will take
place on Saturday 12th September. The
objective is for participants to cycle or
walk (or horse ride!) to as many churches
as possible sponsored by family and
friends. All Saints’ has regularly put out a
very strong team and is proud of the fact
that the money that has been raised
through sponsorship has resulted in a top
five position out of over 500 churches in
the county taking part.
Anno domini has resulted in dwindling
team numbers from All Saints’; it would
be hugely encouraging to have some new
names taking part. It is a great day out
and a very worthwhile cause. Interested?
Contact Ian or Pat Fraser 01491 629631.
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Geraldine Witcher
0118 972 4519
www.springwater.org.uk

Over the last few months we have all sat
and watched in horror as the seemingly
inevitable and unstoppable threat that was
ebola spread over the countries of East
Africa.
Springwater Church has for many years
had a close link with Liberia, one of the
worst affected countries. There is a Vocational Training Institute in the capital,
Monrovia, which bears the name of our
previous pastor, Phil Cheale, as it was,

and still is, supported and sponsored by
the church here. It provides vocational
training for young men and women.
There is also a group of churches with
links to the church here.
A few weeks ago, an email arrived with
the good news that schools in Liberia
were able to reopen. (They had been
closed as a measure to contain the
spread of ebola.) But there were many
children from the slums whose families
were no longer able to find the money to
cover their school costs. One Sunday,
the church members saw a mass of children’s photos and were asked if they
thought education was important. Of
course, everyone said it was and when
told it cost just £30 to provide everything a child needs for school in Liberia
for a whole year, actually rushed to take

a photo or photos and promise the relevant amount of support.
So far we have sponsored 38 children and,
as their pastor in Liberia wrote: ‘There
will be smiles on the faces of the children
because their fees are paid for the whole
year’. But there are more children – and
we have more photos of them – they are
real people – who cannot go to school if
they do not find someone to help them.
Jesus said, ‘Freely you have received,
freely give.’ We are trying to. If you want
to know more, please contact the church
via e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com; phone: 0118 972 4519 or
write to Blounts Court Road, Peppard
Common RG9 5EU

Another Snippet
I'm really pleased to let you know that the
book that I started writing almost two
years ago is now being printed! It will be
available to buy priced £11.99 at the Peppard Revels events. So look out for me
and a pile of books from 16:00 at the barbecue on Peppard Common on Saturday
23rd May, after the Church service in the
marquee on Sunday 24th, and at the entrance to the tent before the start of the
dinner in the evening on that day.
So what's the book all about? It is a collection of interviews with local people
talking about their lives here in the Parish,
events that have taken place over the last
75 years, including sports and social clubs

and societies and changes to the way we
live our lives.
Many local people have given me fascinating insights into their lives from wartime to recent times. There are lots of
local pictures and illustrations and I
think anyone who lives or has lived here
will find it interesting.
All profits from sales of the book will go
to our village charity, Peppard Relief in
Need (registered charity No 241001).
If you would like a copy contact me on
0118 972 4520 or email
suenickson@chilternantiques.com or see
you at the Revels!

GRAHAM’S
MAINTENANCE
Painting & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits
Door & Window Fitting - Plumbing
Fitted Bathrooms - Floor & Wall Tiling - Fencing & Decking
Wood & Laminate Flooring - Sheds Supplied & Fitted
Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing, etc. ...

Free estimates 0118 972 3114

THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE

Kathryn Fell Photography

Charity No: 900616
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets,
Events, Product Pack shots, Food.
Has many beautiful and affectionate cats looking
for loving homes. If you can give a home to any
Mobile studio can come to you
of them, please call: 01189 721871/01189 722082
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
Or visit our website www.tvaw.org.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 07958 371770
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Clubs and Societies
Term 2 commenced with Project
Africa. We were very lucky to have a
local Scout, Matthew Smith, join us for an
evening to work towards a very special
badge. Matthew is going off to Africa for
a month soon to do charitable work, so we
spent the evening looking at what the project was about and learning a little more
about Africa and some of the local crafts,
including friendship bracelets, weaving
and even flat bread making (and eating).

Guides having fun

We have a really full term of exciting
activities planned; as well as working on
our Go For It Challenges, we will also be
going Caving, Climbing, Kayaking, Glow
in the Dark Katakanuing and a Camp Out.
To celebrate the start of the summer holidays we will be holding a disco.
If your daughter is aged between 10-14
and would like to find out more about
joining us, or would like to come along
for a trial session, please email
onepeppardguides@outlook.com.
1st Peppard Guides meets every other
Monday at the Scout and Guide Hall in
Sonning Common.

On the evening of Tuesday 12th May,
the Society had one of its periodical
Wife Placating Evenings in the Red
Lion to welcome our new Landlady,
Hannah, and her two merry helpers,
Claire and Hannah No 2. The older
members of the Society really appreciate
the welcome they receive each Friday
night.
We will be making a visit to Kempton
Steam Museum on 27th September,
where the world’s largest triple steam
engine will be in action; and we will
also see a display of classic cars and
motor bikes.
There is a new display of photographs in
the telephone box, thanks to the contributions by Sue Nickson, Peter Ballard,
Gordon Macrae and Dave Watson.
Should anyone like to exhibit a photograph of any aspect of Peppard past or
present, please contact me at
tryan123@btinternet.com.
Jack Stanger and I were interrogated by
Sue Nickson regarding the history of the
group; hopefully only the salubrious
experiences will be published in her
forthcoming book In Common Memory.
The society continues to attend the
monthly lectures organised by Café
Scientifique, and have listened to informative presentations on such esoteric
topics as The Giant Planets, The Bumble
Bee, The Building of Dorney Lake and
The Friendly Virus.
We have our contender for the Peppard
Young Achiever, Dan Seymour. He
attends most of the lectures, bowls with
us on Thursday afternoons (he always
has with him his elasticated micrometer), builds barns for his daughter in
Northumberland and is most happy
when repairing his roof or felling trees.

Our recent Taster Days were well
supported and our visitors genuinely appeared to enjoy their bowling experience.
Our task now is to turn the interest shown
into the enrolment of new members. To
this end we run weekly Club Afternoons
on Mondays and Thursdays when you
can hone your skills. This season we are
playing friendly matches and are back
playing in two leagues. To end the season
we have included a new venture, Candlelight Bowls, which should provide much
fun and camaraderie. It is not too late to
come along and try your hand at lawn
bowls. Please ring Jenny, our Membership Secretary, on 0118 924 2617 to find
out more.

Sonning Common Parish Council was
awarded the Community Partnership
Award by Oxfordshire Youth recently:
without their support, Club SC could not
operate successfully. Alex Jolley, a former member of the Youth Club and now a
volunteer, won the Young Volunteer of
the Year Award.
We are looking for people who have a
couple of hours to spare occasionally to
become volunteers. As the club opens
two nights per week, from 19:0021:00, 50 weeks per year, it is useful to
have a large group of people who can
spare a little time but perhaps cannot commit on a regular basis. We are also looking to replace a Committee Member who
has had to leave us recently. The Management Committee meets every other month
for approximately one and a half hours.
Please contact me on 01491 680887 or
email me at carolyviney@aol.com if you
can help.

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),
or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonyrgoodchild@btinternet.com
for a free quote and call out

www.mrf1xit.co.uk

CHILTERN ANTIQUES
Your Local Antique Dealer
An eclectic mix of small Victorian and Georgian furniture, treen,
walking canes, scientific & medical, silver, watches, jewellery, post
boxes & lots more.
See us at local and national Antique Fairs

Always Keen to Buy, House Calls by Appointment
Contact Fred Nickson 0118 924 2582 07768 918501

Peppard Relief in Need
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times
If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get
them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.
Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone
Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631)
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A fantastic evening was held in April
when the club was honoured to have Ann
Midwinter, Chairman of the SODC, officially turn on the new floodlights. The
event attracted a large number of members
who enjoyed a very social minitournament followed by a BBQ. Along
with the new clubhouse and the six recently refurbished courts, the club now has
four courts under floodlights, providing
excellent facilities for year round tennis.
The club held another enjoyable Open Day
which was very well attended and attracted many new members. There were
numerous activities, with the youngsters
being put through their paces by the
Teach Me Tennis team, the on-site coaching experts, whilst adults were treated to
professional advice from both Henley
Sports and Yonex Co Ltd. who provided
demonstration equipment for all to try.
The children, and several adults, enjoyed
having their faces painted and many of the
parents took the opportunity to pick up a
racquet and have a hit themselves. Chairman Vic Fry donned his chef’s hat and
provided an excellent BBQ.
The on-going success of the Teach Me
Tennis coaching programme has enabled
the club to attract many new family memberships. The general consensus is that the
facilities create a great atmosphere and
provide an excellent opportunity for all
ages and abilities to enjoy some terrific
exercise. Teach Me Tennis run a term time
coaching programme for children from the
age of three and they also run very popular
tennis camps during the school holidays.
May half term and summer camps are currently available to book via
www.teachmetennis.co.uk
Club nights, for adults, are held every
Tuesday & Thursday from 18:30 – everyone welcome.

Did you catch a glimpse of us en route to
Dorchester Abbey on our bus? There, we
met up with the WI Centenary Baton - in
Oxfordshire for a week. It travelled
through local villages to Greys Court and
was passed to the Buckinghamshire Federation. Some of us will be lucky enough
to be in the Albert Hall in June to see it
complete its journey from Anglesey to
London. We understand HM Queen, The
Princess Royal and The Countess of Wessex, all WI members I think, will join us.

WI Centenary Bus

We hope you will join us for one of our
Centenary Celebrations in Peppard War
Memorial Hall, later in the year. In September, we are hoping to join the Lunch
Club for an afternoon of entertainment
followed by afternoon tea and in October
we are holding an Open Meeting when
Stewart Linford will talk on The Art of
Chair Making. He will bring samples of
his chairs and some of his tools.
Both afternoons will be of interest to men
and women alike and we look forward to
seeing you. The dates will be in the
autumn edition of Peppard News.

Have you or your family thought about
playing tennis but not sure if you were any
good? Come and join the Sonning Common & District Tennis Club and give it a
try. It is ideal for all beginners and young
families
We have two good quality hard courts
right on your doorstep at Bishopswood
Sports Ground that are available all year
round. There is no court booking nor any
dress code (except soft soled shoes) and
there are no club sessions or tournaments.
It is simply casual, informal tennis for
families, beginners, superstars or anyone
who enjoys tennis just for fun. There are
low cost annual subscription charges
(2015 - family membership only £30 a
year). For more details please contact me
on 01491 680324 or Judy Pitson 0118
972 3294.

Our group is now in its ninth year and,
though small, stronger in body, mind and
spirit. The spring days certainly put a
spring in our step with dances entitled
Grandma Sowed Hemp from Ukraine,
Dreamcatcher from America and Pata
Pata from South Africa, not to mention a
more stately waltz to a Beethoven
melody.
Circle dancing is for all ages as dances
can be slow or fast and you join in or drop
out as you please. Above all they are fun
and engender lightness of heart and a
great sense of peace and harmony. Do
join us - first time is free - and you
needn’t be scared. Mistakes are just
‘variations’ – the circle dance motto! See
Diary page for dates. Held in the Christ
the King Hall, Sedgewell Rd. Further information from Ros on 01491 874220

Computer Problems?
Is your PC misbehaving? Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance &
Upgrades, Broadband, Networking, Data Recovery &
Migration, Virus Cleaning, and much more.
Phone Robin Piercey at Influential Computers on 01491
680036, or visit www.influentialcomputers.com.

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)
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Peppard Diary
JUNE
Mon 1
Wed 3
Sat
6

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Fri
Sat

7
8
9
10
12
13

Wed

17

Fri
Sat

19
20

Sun
Tue
Fri
Sat

21
23
26
27

KPCV/09:30-12:30/shkinghorn@aol.com
Kidmore End Sch/Benefice Consultation Mtg/19:30
Henley Highwayman Cycle Ride
Greenshoots open 10:00-14:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/0118 9723609
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 641199
RPPC Meeting/19:30/Planning/21:30/Pavilion
Mobile Library/Peppard School/11:45-11:55
WI/Lasting Power of Attorney/PWMH/14:30
Wallingford Live Music & Beer Festival
Wallingford Live Music & Beer Festival
Greenshoots stall at SC WI Coffee Morning
Greenshoots open/10:00-14:00
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 628644
Advanced Care Planning wkshop/SC Hlth Ctre/14.30-16.00
Festival of Voices/Dorchester Abbey
KPCV/09:30-12:30/shkinghorn@aol.com
RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/10:00
SC Library/Special Story Time/10:00
All Saints’/Peppard Praise for all Ages/10:30
Mobile Library/Peppard School/11:45-11:55
Peppard School Sports Day/17:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Nottakwire Concert/13:00/0118 9477302

Sun 28
Mon 29
JULY
Sun 5
Mon 6
Tue 7
Wed 8
Tue 14
Wed 15
Fri
17
Sat 18
Mon 20
Tue 21
Sat 25
AUGUST
Sun 2
Mon 3
Tue 4
Sat 8
Mon 10
Sat 15
Tue 18
Sat 22
Sat 29

Nottakwire Concert/13:00/0118 9477302
SC Business Coll/Butchers Arms/10:30-12:00/07958371770
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 641199
KPCV/09:30-12:30/shkinghorn@aol.com
Mobile Library/Peppard School/11:45-11:55
WI/Garden Party
Peppard Sch/Summer Prod/Kenton Theatre
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 628644
Peppard School end of Term
KPCV/09:30-12:30/shkinghorn@aol.com
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Advanced Care Planning wkshop/SC Hlth Ctre/14.30-16.00
Mobile Library/Peppard School/11:45-11:55
RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/10:00
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 641199
KPCV/09:30-12:30/shkinghorn@aol.com
Mobile Library/Peppard School/11:45-11:55
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
RPPC Meeting/19:30/Planning/21:30/Pavilion
KPCV/09:30-12:30/shkinghorn@aol.com
Mobile Library/Peppard School/11:45-11:55
RPPC/Planning/Pavilion/10:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30

For FISH shopping/leisure trips: see notice boards,www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk or 0118 972 3986
SC & Peppard Table Tennis Club/Mem Hall/Juniors – Mon 17.00/0118 9463191

Sunday Services
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)
10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

7

JUNE
14 21

28

5

JULY
12 19

SC Library: Friendly Fridays 10.00 Scrabble/Knit & Natter/Crafters etc

26

2

AUGUST
9 16 

NOTES

 A&C Benefice Service at

     x  x x x
         A B C
           
B
           
           
      
x

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10.30 - 11.45  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30

Christ the King,
Sonning Common at
10.30am
Benefice Service at St
John the Baptist,
Kidmore End at
11.00am
No Service

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
Monday-Friday 09.00
Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

