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Layout Sub-Editor  
Required 

Are you computer literate?  

Do you enjoy using a computer? 

Would you like to join our friendly 

Editorial Team of volunteers using 

DTP to produce Peppard News? 

All software will be provided. 

Full training and support will be 

given. 

For more information call  

Rita Hadgkiss on 01491 629996 

As I read the early minute books of the 

Peppard War Memorial Hall, I find the 

saying If walls had ears applies very much 

to this interesting building. 

A previous article mentioned that the Hall 

was built in 1921 as a memorial to those 

local soldiers who never returned from the 

First World War, or The Great War as 

some describe it. 

 A site large enough for the building 

proved very difficult to find. The original 

one proposed belonged to Lord Knollys 

and was located in the meadow behind 

Vine Lodge but, due to a marriage settle-

ment, it became unavailable. Finally, the 

present site was sold to the Trustees by a 

Mr Rogers for the sum of £200. A build-

ing fund amounting to £2,000 was set up 

and, after a bid contest, Arthur Butler was 

awarded the contract in the sum of £1,625. 

As the principal donor, having given £500, 

Miss Lilian Howell laid the foundation 

stone on St George’s Day 1921. She called 

it a ‘Peace Thank You Offering’ saying 

Guard. It also acted as a Rest Centre for the 

County Council’s Civil Defence units. 

Over recent years, much renovation work 

has been carried out. During 2014, the cur-

rent committee plans to refurbish the cloak-

rooms and install a toilet for the disabled. 

Today we enjoy a treasured building due to 

the commitment of those early founders.  

This year we will commemorate those local 

soldiers who never returned from the fight-

ing during the First World War. 

On 4th August, 100 years after war was 

declared, there will be an invitation only 

tea party in the Memorial Hall for people 

living in the Parish. Amateur local  

historian, Mike Willoughby, who has re-

searched many local war memorials, in-

cluding the names on the plaque in the Me-

morial Hall, will be present and will be 

happy to answer questions. 

We would like to involve children from Pep-

pard School, despite the party being in the 

holiday period. The British Legion will insti-

gate a quiet moment of remembrance, and the 

afternoon will include songe from Nottak-

wire, and poetry written by soldiers on the 

battlefront. We hope that some of the people 

attending will have local stories to tell of  

memories of this time. 

We are sure it will be an afternoon to remem-

ber and give our ‘Walls More Stories to 

Keep’. 

Clive Mills 
Chairman, Peppard War Memorial Hall 

If Walls Had Ears … 
that the ‘Institute was to be run on thor-

oughly democratic lines and belong to 

the Parishioners’. 

Acetylene lighting was initially installed 

and the Grand opening was on  

21st January 1922. 

In 1934 a further £1,000 was raised and 

the stage and changing rooms - again 

built by Arthur Butler - were added for 

the sum of £673 11s 5d. Electric lighting 

was installed and the Bowls Club room 

added in 1936. 

All this work demanded intensive fund 

raising. Many events took place, in par-

ticular a Garden Fete in the grounds of 

Blounts Court in July 1936, through a 

kind offer from the Hon George and 

Lady Agnes Peel. 

Over the years, the Hall has been used 

for flower and film shows and hosted a 

thriving Tennis club. During the Second 

World War it appears never to have shut 

- its doors being open to evacuees, 

American GI troops and the Home 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary 

School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Christine Bradbury 

HOBBS OF HENLEY LTD  
THE BOAT PEOPLE 
at HENLEY-on-THAMES 

DAY BOAT HIRE - PASSENGER BOAT AND PARTY HIRE 

Repairs, Fuels & Service 

BOAT & ENGINE SALES  

Established over 130 years - Telephone (sales) 01491 572 035 

 

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services 
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),  

or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonygoodchild@btinternet.com 

for a free quote and call out 

www.mrf1xit.co.uk 

 

www.PeppardNews.co

Peppard School 
Back to school after Easter with a busy 

term ahead including more sports: swim-

ming, tennis, golf, rounders and cricket; 

also SATs tests, Festival of Voices at Dor-

chester Abbey and Sports Day. Our sum-

mer production will be performed, as 

usual, at The Kenton Theatre. The title of 

the performance is under wraps at the time 

of going to print. 

We will also be doing some fund-raising 

this term for the NSPCC with a sponsored 

athletic event on the Common. We also 

have some student teachers from Reading 

University with us in Term 6. 

We are delighted that a joint venture be-

tween the school and FOPS has allowed 

us to lease our very own minibus. We 

hope to have this on our drive before the 

end of the Summer term. 

Fiona Hilton 

Peppard Toddler Group 
On 1st April, our Easter Egg Hunt was a 

great success with a walk round to Pep-

pard cricket ground to hunt for eggs; there 

were bunny ears and even a giraffe suit 

among the 15 or so children who took 

part. Once they had all been found, the 

eggs were shared out amongst the children 

(excepting a few that had been eaten on 

the way) and taken home in baskets they 

had made themselves. 

We returned to the 

Hall for Easter cakes 

and bunny biscuits at 

snack time and Peter 

Rabbit at song time. 

It is all change at  

Peppard Toddler 

Group as long stand-

ing committee  

members,  Emma  

Toward, Jane Field, 

Julie Kench and  

Caroline Jones, are 

stepping down as their 

children will start 

school in September; 

so a big thank you, 

girls, for long and 

dedicated service and 

good luck children! 

I am happy that we have new members, 

Becky Jackson, Jackie Landen, Clare 

Samson and Liz Bland, who 

have joined the Committee 

ready to take the helm, but 

we would still welcome  

volunteers to join the  

committee, or offer help in 

any way they can.  

Peppard Toddler Group is a 

Mum volunteer-led group 

catering for babies to  

pre-school age children. We 

provide an invaluable  

service to Mums with young 

Sonning Common  
Pre-School Summer Fair 

We will be holding a Summer Fair on 

Sunday 29th June from 11.30-14.00 in the 

Pre-School garden, in the grounds of  

Sonning Common Primary School in 

Grove Road.  This annual fundraising 

event will include a bar, BBQ, a silent 

auction, bouncy castle, tombolas, lots of 

games for the children and much 

more.  All welcome.  

Entry for adults £1, children free.  

Daphne Ely 

children, offering a place to meet new 

friends and socialise with their children. 

We have a weekly craft, play dough table, 

play house and home corner, ride-on toys, 

prams and dolls, cars and trains, book 

corner, baby area, snack time, story and 

singing to finish the morning. 

Events this summer will include an end of 

term party in July and a Mums’ night 

around the same 

time. We have an 

informal meet at 

Binfield Heath Park 

across the summer 

holidays, on  

Tuesday mornings 

as usual; bring a 

picnic and make a 

day of it! 

We meet weekly 

during term time 

from 09.45-11.45 on 

Tuesdays at Peppard 

War Memorial Hall. 

All welcome – 

Mums, Dads, Grand-

parents, Carers - 

Please feel free to 

come along – we are 

very friendly!! 

Caroline Jones 
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Do you need an Accountant? 

 

Phone Keith Jefferies ACMA 
on 0118-9722611 or 07749-415264 

  for a free initial consultation 

 Self assessment  Accounts 

 VAT  Companies House returns 

 Corporation tax returns  Business advice 

Our Young Achievers 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

The Adventure of a Lifetime 
In November, I attended a selection camp 

for the World Scout Jamboree to be held 

in Japan in 2015. Along with 170 other 

applicants we were asked to complete 

team building activities, pioneering chal-

lenges and 

Japanese 

cultural 

activities 

such as 

calligra-

phy and 

origami. I 

was one 

of the 

lucky 45 

who was 

chosen! 

I will 

travel 

with 3500 Scouts from the UK to Japan 

and join 30,000 Scouts from around the 

world for a ten night camp. We will take 

part in the peace programme, including a 

trip to Hiroshima to commemorate the 

70th anniversary of the nuclear bombings 

of Japan. There will be activities to raise 

awareness of global issues, including the 

environment, poverty, nature, health, 

natural disasters and human rights.  

Whilst there, we will take part in charity 

events, water sports and cultural events. 

The UK contingent will also have the 

opportunity to visit Tokyo as well as stay-

ing with a Japanese family for five days. 

I will be going with five other people 

from my district and together we will be 

fundraising to cover the costs of this 

amazing trip. We have a number of events 

being planned to raise money for our fees 

so please support us if you can. Part of the 

fee paid by UK Scouts goes towards fund-

ing the cost for Scouts from less fortunate 

countries allowing them to attend. 

Laurence Martin, aged 14 years 

Ella Butler-Creagh 
Ella Butler-Creagh from Peppard has set 

herself the goal to raise money for Sue 

Ryder. Eleven year old Ella, who was 

home schooled until recently, and now 

attends Stoke Row Primary was aware of 

how fortunate she was, ‘I always thought 

I was quite lucky to have a big garden.’ It 

was from this she decided her New Year’s 

Resolution would be to raise as much 

money as possible for those less fortunate 

than her.  

Ella’s first big event was a bake off held 

at The Unicorn pub in Kingwood Com-

mon. She designed and handed out flyers 

at school and around the village. Ella and 

the owner of The Unicorn were judges 

and got to taste all the cakes.  

We asked Ella how much she had raised 

and whether she intended to continue 

fundraising; she said, ‘I was really 

pleased to raise £114 and I am planning 

an Easter themed event in Henley.’ Ella 

went on to say, ‘It is a lot of fun and I am 

happy knowing that all the money is go-

ing to a good cause’.  

We will be attending Ella’s next fundrais-

ing event and will keep you updated.  

Darcey & Harry, Junior Editors 

Greys Class 
Greys Class from Peppard Primary 

School recently won a national competi-

tion to have author James Mayhew 

spend World Book Day in their school.  

The children were asked to create a 

piece of art work based on the 

Katie books which Mr Mayhew 

writes and illustrates. Greys 

Class made a short film entitled 

Katie’s Adventures in Greys 

Class Art Gallery which incorpo-

rated all aspects of their learning 

including, French, Literacy, Art 

and Dance. Mr Mayhew wrote 

on his website that, ‘Everyone 

was bowled over by the enchant-

ing film you made, and also by 

the letters you sent in. It is won-

derfully heartening to see such 

engagement and creativity.’ 

Archie Croft said, ‘We were really sur-

prised that we won, but we had so much 

fun making the film, it was so cool that 

we had a giant picture frame in our 

classroom.’  

During his visit Mr Mayhew spent time 

in each class telling stories and illustrat-

ing them as he spoke. During his time in 

Greys Class he unravelled an enormous 

piece of paper. He asked the children to 

choose two of their favourite paintings 

from the Katie books – they choose The 

Bathers by Seurat and Waterlily Pond 

by Monet. He then proceeded to sketch 

out a faint outline of the two paintings 

using pastels. Lily Jelowitz said, ‘This 

was my favourite part of the day be-

cause one part was a water lily pond and 

the other half was the bathers. We hung 

it on the ceiling in our classroom.’  

You can see the winning film on: 

www.peppardprimary.co.uk/category/

year1and2/  

By Darcey Smith, Junior Peppard 
News Editor  

Laurence is on the right, back row 
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 Parish Council 
Chairman: David Hammond 

01491 628774 / 07798 763795 

Parish Clerk: Linda Collison 

7 Grange Avenue, Rotherfield Peppard, 

Henley on Thames, Oxon RG9 5LD 

01491 629676 

e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Paul Harrison 

0118 972 2665 

& Alan Rooke—01491 572919 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 

07769 808773 

e-mail: 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 

meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30 

in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 

Diary for dates and times. 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

Parish Council News 
A recent article in the Sunday Times was 

headlined ‘Love your parish council. 

That’s where real power is wielded’. The 

author described the three key functions 

of parish councils: to pass the views of 

their communities to the administrative 

tiers above them; to improve or sustain 

local character and quality of life; and to 

provide services. First established in 

1894, there are now around 9,000 parish 

and town councils – some 200 more than 

just 13 years ago. 

Here, the Parish Council tries hard to rep-

resent everyone’s views. It engages with 

SODC and OCC on behalf of residents. It 

works hard – especially on planning mat-

ters – to preserve and improve local char-

acter and it directly supports the Pavilion 

and Sports Field and Carlings Orchard 

and indirectly supports many other facili-

ties in the parish and wider area. 

At the Annual Parish Meeting in May 

there was a good turnout to hear reports 

on the Council’s activities in the last year 

and from the local Chilterns Society Foot-

path representative, the Commons Con-

servators, Peppard Primary School and 

our District and County Councillors. Dis-

cussion included the pressure from Son-

ning Common to extend their boundary 

northwards, the case for and against a 

third bridge over the Thames at Reading 

and the proposal to establish a children’s 

play area on the top common. The meet-

ing was followed by a short Annual Meet-

ing of the Charity which owns and runs 

the Sports Pavilion and Field. The Parish 

Council is the sole Trustee. 

However, the Parish Council has a prob-

lem. For all the past year there has been 

an unfilled vacancy on the Council and in 

the coming weeks and months there are 

likely to be more. The Council needs new 

members – people from the local commu-

nity who are willing to act on everyone’s 

behalf and come together once a month to 

serve the community. The main qualifica-

tion is that you must live or work in the 

Parish and have an interest in local affairs. 

There are rules to stop councillors (unlike 

MPs) deciding matters on which they 

could have a financial interest.  

So please – don’t leave it to someone else. 

If you think it’s important, get involved. 

Please contact the Parish Clerk and vol-

unteer to be co-opted. Current Council-

lors will remain in post until May 2015 

when elections will take place. The last 

several elections have been uncontested 

with existing councillors re-elected un-

opposed. It would be good to have more 

candidates than places next year. 

David Hammond, Chairman 

Defibrillator Installed in  
Old Phone Box 

A semi-automated defibrillator has been 

installed in the recently renovated phone 

box outside the school on the top common. 

The installation was supported by Millie’s 

Dream which is a charity aiming to install 

defibrillators in all schools and sports 

clubs in the Henley area. They also sup-

port an education package to teach chil-

dren to recognise sudden cardiac arrest, 

perform CPR and administer the devices 

whilst awaiting paramedic response. 

Thanks go to Dan Seymour of the Flat 

Earth Society for his help with the installa-

tion. 

Come to the Unveiling Ceremony of 
the Millie’s Dream Defibrillator 
donated to Peppard School and 

housed in the refurbished telephone 
kiosk by the school 

 
Friday, 6th June at 15.30 

Tree in Carlings Orchard 
The Parish Council has been asked to 

remove the large spruce tree in Carlings 

Orchard as it is very near an adjacent 

house. A report has been made that says 

it is structurally sound but of little amen-

ity value. The Council has decided that it 

does not have objections to it being re-

moved at the residents’ expense – but 

would like to hear from anyone who has 

a different viewpoint on this. 

Speeding Traffic 
After representations from local people, 

the Parish Council has sponsored two 

speed surveys recently. These were on the 

B481 near Bolts Cross and on Church 

Lane outside the school. These were car-

ried out by Oxfordshire County Council 

and were funded by David Bartholomew’s 

local community budget. 

A site meeting was held with the OCC 

Road Safety Officer to look at the Bolts 

Cross junction and also the Gallowstree 

Road junction on the Stoke Row Road. It 

was agreed that substantive improvements 

to the junctions, e.g. mini roundabouts, 

were not feasible on cost and amenity 

grounds (Oxfordshire has a policy that 

roundabouts should have lighting). How-

ever, recommendations have been made to 

re-mark the give way lines, clean the signs 

and provide ‘Slow’ markings on all ap-

proaches to the Bolts Cross junction. On 

the Stoke Row Road the recommendation 

is to replace the give way signs with larger 

signs on yellow backing boards, and re-

align the stop signs. 

Whilst these changes may help, the real 

solution is for drivers to slow down and 

drive more carefully. When speed enforce-

ment takes place, it is noticeable that 

many of the drivers caught are local. 

Inconsiderate Parking 
Complaints have been received about 

inconsiderate parking along Shiplake 

Bottom. Residents are particularly con-

cerned about cars parking on the pave-

ment and restricting pedestrian access. 

 The Parish Council has some leaflets, 

which are approved by the police, which 

can be put on offending cars by con-

cerned members of the public. 
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 Shoe Repairs       Dry Cleaning         Alterations 

Haberdashery         Knitting Yarns 

 

23c Wood Lane, Sonning Common 
0118 972 3358 

Occasions 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

Jenifer Titchener 
We are very sorry to learn that Jenifer 

Titchener has died.  

She has contributed to Peppard News 

over the years, sending news of the Son-

ning Common Rainbows and the Chil-

tern Edge Community Association. Most 

recently she was the contact for tickets to 

the Chiltern Players’ productions.  

Summertime Tango 
The forthcoming concert in aid of Rother-

field Peppard Educational Trust at All 

Saints’ Church, Rotherfield Peppard on 

Friday 13th June at 20.00, promises an 

evening of intriguing music.  

Claire Overbury (flute) and Elena Zuc-

chini (guitar), both successful young pro-

fessional musicians, will be playing Span-

ish and Latin American inspired music, 

including tangos by Piazzolla and the  

well-known Carmen Fantasy by Bizet/

Bourne; haunting melodies and fast tangos 

guaranteed to get some feet tapping! 

Entry is free but a collection will be made 

on behalf of the Rotherfield Peppard Edu-

cational Trust. 

The Trust supports educational activities 

undertaken by under-25s from Peppard. 

For example, Laurence Martin is a recent 

recipient of funding towards his Adven-

ture of a Lifetime, see Page 3. 

Fitness Bootcamp 
Elieser Garcia, a personal trainer, is or-

ganising a Bootcamp on Peppard cricket 

ground on Thursdays 18.45-19.45. 

Elieser’s Bootcamp programme is de-

signed to help lose body fat, increase car-

diovascular efficiency and increase 

strength.  You can make friends and so-

cialise as you exercise and enjoy the ca-

maraderie and team effort.  

For more info contact Elieser on 

07874019713 or www.facebook.com/

My Favourite Walk 
I have been walking for many years and, 

indeed, have a firm diary date with some 

pals to walk every Wednesday.  This is 

just one of my favourite walks which I 

have chosen because of the variety of the 

walk, the views out over the surrounding 

countryside and, not least, the easy access 

from my house. 

2.5 mile circular walk.  Approximately 

 1 hour  Medium difficulty 

The walk starts from All Saints’ Church in 

Church Lane where there is space to park 

cars. 

Take the track to the right of the 

church where you will quickly reach 

open fields sloping down towards 

woodland.  You come to a dog leg 

leading along the edge of the wood – 

go left and then right almost straight 

away.  This is all well signed and 

there is no need to deviate from the 

track.  Continue downhill and at the 

bottom continue straight onto a path 

ignoring the track which turns right. 

Walk on past Bottom Barn and turn 

right to go through two lots of metal 

kissing gates into the wood.  This is 

particularly lovely at the beginning of 

May when the bluebells are in full bloom 

but you will see lots of deer paths and 

possibly the deer themselves.  Stay on the 

main path taking care not to turn left by a 

large beech tree and at the T-junction, turn 

left, (a right turn would take you up to 

Blounts Court Road). 

You now continue up a short sharp hill 

(Kent’s Hill) to a wooden kissing gate.  

This is where you will find plenty of 

horses and red kites.  Just after the gate 

you can look back and spot the spire of All 

Saints’ Church.  Go through a second 

wooden kissing gate and continue straight 

on. 

You will shortly come to a lane where you 

turn left.  With Flowercroft Cottages in 

front of you, turn right and climb over a 

stile. (Turning left before this stile is a 

shortcut, leads you directly to Dog 

Lane.)  After just a few metres, leave 

the track, take the footpath on the left 

and climb over a wooden stile. 

The path leads to high open countryside 

again where you continue over two 

stiles by the Shetland ponies.  This is 

probably the best place for stopping to 

admire the views out over the Thames 

Valley. 

At Cowfields Farm take a sharp left and 

it is here that you can see the spire of 

Rotherfield Greys Church. 

After going through two more wooden 

gates you will reach the lane by Sil-

grove House, where you turn left.  

About half way along a straight bit of 

the lane, turn left where there is a stile 

placed in a gap in the hedge, go over 

this stile and head towards the build-

ings.  Go through the gate and past 

Crosslanes farmhouse and finally cross 

another lane to take the footpath to the 

right of White Cottage.  Go through a 

metal gate and continue straight on, 

going through the  golf course.  One 

more metal gate brings you right back to 

the track where you turn right to reach 

All Saints’ Church. 

David Overbury 
NB A full colour map is available on 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 
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TANDOORI 
Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 
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A Bridge Too Far? 
As your County Councillor, I represent 

the nine parishes that curl around Henley. 

With the exception of Henley itself, these 

nine parishes would be affected more than 

anywhere else in South Oxfordshire if the 

proposed new bridge across the Thames 

linking the A329(M) to Playhatch/

Caversham Park Village was built. 

I have now raised the issue with all nine 

of the parish councils. The majority of the 

councils oppose a new bridge outright, 

one supports the bridge (with reserva-

tions) and one wants private cars barred 

from using the bridge. Your own Parish 

Council is still considering its position on 

the matter and I know they would like to 

hear your views. 

The principal concerns are that: 

1. Thousands of cars would be deposited 

onto the county border with the only 

onward routes being: a) the A4155 

through Shiplake into Henley; or b) 

the B481 through Sonning Common 

and Rotherfield Peppard to Nettlebed 

or via Stoke Row Road to  

Huntercombe. 

2. The B481 will, by default, effectively 

become a new link road from the M40 

to the M4. 

3. The situation on the already intolera-

bly traffic-choked Reading Road from 

the Tesco roundabout into Henley 

town centre would become even 

worse. 

4. Road/bridge improvements would 

induce behaviour change, i.e. encour-

age more cars, and assumptions based 

on existing levels of traffic should not 

be made. 

The parish council that supports the 

bridge feels it would ease travel into and 

through Reading, although it has concerns 

about road infrastructure, possible in-

creased development and a Reading land-

grab. 

The parish council that wants private cars 

barred believes public transport and cy-

clist/pedestrian access only would ease 

congestion without encouraging a huge 

influx of cars into the area. 

As a result of John Howell's first bridge 

summit held on 3rd March, Berkshire and 

Oxfordshire officials are meeting to re-

view traffic data prior to a second summit 

in June. It is vital that all parties continue 

to talk and I will be working on behalf of 

my nine parishes to help ensure that any 

proposal does not simply move Reading's 

traffic problems into South Oxfordshire 

and add to our own problems.  

David Bartholomew 

Peppard Revels 
The original Peppard Revels are reputed 

to have been rather bawdy and drunken 

events that took place on the Common 

in the eighteenth century. They were 

revived in modern form for the  

Millennium with a dinner for 420 peo-

ple in a large marquee on the Common. 

This was accompanied by a torchlight 

procession, band, fireworks and the 

lighting of a beacon. There were also 

activities for families and on the Sunday 

a service representing all the local 

churches. The event was planned by a 

committee of local people under the 

chairmanship of the late Sir David 

Money-Coutts and subsequently by Dr 

John Hasler. Further Revels events were 

held, as follows: 

2002 marked the Queen’s Golden 

Jubilee, 

2005 marked the 200th anniversary 

of the Battle of Trafalgar, 

2008 celebrated the centenary of Ian 

Fleming’s birth, with a popular 

James Bond 007 theme, and 

2012 celebrated the Queen’s Dia-

mond Jubilee and 2012 Olympics 

(4th June) 

Planning has now started for the next 

Revels event to take place over the 

Spring Bank Holiday weekend 23rd-25th 

May 2015, with the theme At the Mov-

ies. So, make a note in your diaries! 

Geoff Pitcher has taken over from Dr 

John Hasler as chairman of the organis-

ing committee, however, John continues 

to run the popular Peppard Revels film 

nights during the winter. These are a 

great community event and a fund raiser 

for the main Revels events.  

Geoff Pitcher 

Butcher’s Arms to Brighton 
On the 26th April at 08.00, a team of ten 

cyclists and four support vehicles set off 

from the Butcher’s Arms, Sonning Com-

mon, to Brighton. 

This was meant to be a total of 78 miles, 

but in the end wound up being 92 miles 

and an extra hour cycling, due to some 

map reading problems. We arrived at 

Brighton pier at 20:00.  

Through donations and sponsorship from 

the pub regulars and locals they have 

raised in excess of £2000 to be donated to 

the Sonning Common skate park fund. 

The event was organised and led by the 

landlord of the pub, Robert Blues, and 

consisted of a mix of cyclists of various 

ages of which only four were regular cy-

clists. It was challenging throughout, but 

the team kept going and every cyclist 

arrived safe and sound. 

Robert Blues 

Health Walks 
The summer programme for the health 

walks started after Easter – and what 

mixed weather we’ve been having - but 

bluebells look marvellous in all weathers. 

Health walking is for fitness, and it’s 

friendly, fun and free! The walks are for 

everyone, whatever their age and ability, 

and are graded accordingly. They’re espe-

cially beneficial for those who currently, 

for whatever reason, do little or no exer-

cise. Timetables are available from the 

Health Centre, the library and the Herb 

Farm, or at 

www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk  

Come and join us! 

Rosemary Dunstan 

Stoke Row Chapel 
In 2015, we shall be celebrating the 200th 

anniversary of the building of Stoke Row 

Chapel. Construction began one month 

after the battle of Waterloo. We should 

like to mount a small historical exhibition, 

but, unfortunately, nearly all the Chapel 

archives were destroyed by fire in the 

1970s. We wondered whether any of your 

readers might have any pre-1980 photo-

graphs or documents relating to the 

Chapel that we could copy and use. We 

realise that this request is a very long shot, 

but who knows what might be resting in 

someone’s attic or undisturbed drawer? 

We can be contacted on 01491 680793 or 

at stokerowchapel@btinternet.com  

Very many thanks! 

David and Sonia Jackson 
Joint Ministers, Stoke Row Chapel 
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Peppard Unplugged 
On Saturday evenings, over the last few 

months, we have been organising infor-

mal music evenings for local talent to 

perform in a relaxed and friendly 

atmosphere. These have been so success-

ful that we are extending the dates now to 

include Saturdays: 7th June, 5th July, 2nd 

August and 6th September. We would like 

to see you there. 

Admission: £6 Adults; £3 children, light 

refreshments included. For further details, 

contact 0118 972 3609 or see 

www.peppardwarmemorialhall.btik.com  

Clive Mills  

New FISH Volunteer Centre 
The move of the FISH Volunteer Centre 

from Sonning Common Village Hall to 

Springhill, Kennylands Road, is a mo-

mentous occasion in the history of this 

local charity. Founded by Ann Butler-

Smith, 34 years ago, FISH has been based 

in the Village Hall for 30 of those years. 

When she started the movement it was 

based on volunteers helping people who 

had difficulty with public transport get to 

their medical appointments and providing 

general help and assistance to elderly peo-

ple. The minibus transport came later.  

Over 60 people attended the opening cere-

mony on Saturday 10th May - past and 

present volunteers and local dignitaries. 

One small cramped room has been re-

placed by a suite of four rooms which 

many residents will remember as Dr 

Hemphill’s old surgery. 

Chairman Fred Nickson opened the cere-

mony with an expression of some delight 

at seeing so many friends and volunteers 

both past and present in attendance.  Fred 

reminded the gathering that while living 

longer is good news for everyone, it will 

provide a greater need for support from 

the community, especially as so many 

remain in their own homes for longer. He 

expressed his sincere thanks for the splen-

did job done by all the volunteers. But 

more are needed! ‘There are lots of lonely 

people in our community, which covers 

the same area as the Health Centre, some 

8,000 residents. With the larger premises I 

hope to extend the services that the FISH 

Volunteer Centre offers to home visiting 

and social activities which can make use 

of our new facilities’. 

Fred then invited the guest of honour, 

Andrew Peach, well known BBC Radio 

presenter, to cut the ribbon formally open-

ing the centre. Andrew said he felt that 

this charity has never been more needed 

as so many families live far apart and can 

no longer be depended upon for support. 

He was impressed by the prominence of 

the new centre, in a lovely area to visit 

and spend time. His final comment 

summed up the morning, ‘a move to the 

original concept of support for the lonely, 

which can take many forms, is dependent 

on the increase in volunteers but the move 

to Springhill may well provide the trigger 

Commons News 
A recent open walk on Nettlebed Com-

mon led our Clerk to the Conservators, 

Elizabeth Smeaton, to write in her report, 

'We looked at old beech trees that were 

coppiced or pollarded by village folk in 

years gone by, as a source of fuel.  We 

discovered some disused saw pits, where 

larger tree trunks would have been laid 

ready to be sawn into planks, using a long 

two-handled saw.  The saw was operated 

by two men - one above and the other 

below, standing in the muddy pit and get-

ting covered in sawdust as he worked.  No 

wonder the man on top was called the ‘top 

dog’.  The poor chap in the pit was, of 

course, ‘the underdog’.' 

The Green Gym worked on Peppard Com-

mon recently, cutting back vegetation 

where paths had become mud baths -  

especially down at the bottom of the ski 

slope, which is now much wider in the 

muddiest stretches. Kingwood & Peppard 

volunteers are now meeting twice a month 

- first Monday and third Saturday. We are 

extremely grateful to them and always 

welcome more volunteers - especially 

those who expressed a preference for a 

weekday work-party. The work carried 

out is an enormous help towards the man-

agement of our commons.  

A new flyer for the Nettlebed Commons 

was published recently; it's an excellent 

guide to our commons and provides up-

dated information on our beautiful open 

spaces that occupy so much of our parish. 

Please contact: clerk@nettlebed-

commons.org for more information. 

Nigel Wooding 

for this change and helpful addition to 

the work of FISH’.  

The FISH Volunteer Centre AGM will 

be held in the Sonning Common Village 

Hall on Monday 2nd June starting at 

13.30 – all are welcome.  

Diana Pearman 

Wood Lane Dentistry 
‘Sometimes bad things happen so better 

things can fall into place,’ said Marilyn 

Monroe. And this was never more true 

than when we were flooded last year 

due to our boiler giving up.  

It was really dreadful at the time but all 

the team got their mops and buckets out 

and managed to keep the damage to the 

minimum. The good thing was that it 

gave us a great excuse to re-decorate our 

waiting room and surgery corridor. We 

also changed the desk, replaced the 

floor, put in new doors and are even 

replacing all the artwork. And while we 

were at it, we fitted a new friendlier, 

wheelchair reception desk. We’re ex-

tremely pleased with our improvements 

and hope all our patients will enjoy the 

changes we have made. 

We are currently welcoming new pa-

tients – to make an appointment please 

phone 0118 972 2626 or e-mail 

info@woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

Vik Chugani 

Care Fund Closes 
After careful consideration, it is with 

much sadness and regret that the Chair-

man and Committee of the Sonning 

Common and District Community Care 

Fund have decided it is time to an-

nounce its closure after many happy 

years of fundraising since 1970. 

In later years we were able to support 

the Sonning Common Health Centre, its 

staff and patients, by funding the pur-

chase of various pieces of equipment 

and by helping to finance education 

courses for both doctors and nurses.  We 

have also helped patients wishing to be 

nursed in their own homes. 

All this has only been made possible by 

the generous support of our local com-

munity and we thank every one of you 

for your assistance over the years. 

Joan Thorne 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk 

Rector: Revd Canon Graham Foulis Brown  0118 972 3987 

Associate Priest  Revd Susan Cooper 0118 437 5734 

 

Churchwardens: Adrienne Heriot 01491 629254 

  Margaret Woodward 0118 972 2296 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

From a Reader 
Researching antecedents is, it would seem, 

a fascinating hobby that attracts large 

numbers.  All sorts of advice is available 

on how to go about it, which records and 

ancient documents to hunt.  For my own 

part, the bug never caught me.  This did 

not prevent a one-time neighbour, with an 

almost evangelical commitment to geneal-

ogy, asking for a few basic facts about my 

father, name, place of birth, etc.  In short 

order he was back with a printout that 

reached back to around 1780.  It was a 

very dispiriting document.  Not only were 

there no kings or queens, but not even the 

occasional lawyer or doctor.  Not one 

seemed to have made anything of his or 

her life, it must be suspected that most 

gave up out of boredom! 

During my commercial career, I needed to 

retain the services of a very able specialist 

for a period.  His hobby was genealogy, 

more a passion.  On one occasion he 

brought a roll which, when spread out, 

occupied about fifteen feet of my office 

floor.  It was magnificent; in fine detail he 

had traced his forefathers back to the elev-

enth century, representing thousands of 

hours of research.  Was it accurate?  An 

interesting question.  He assured me that, 

provided the antecedents had links with 

land or church, continuity was possible.  

Land produced litigation and the church 

kept records.  Ironically, he had no chil-

dren!! 

The past is cast in concrete, it can only be 

forgiven.  It is the future we can influence. 

Morris Clegg 
Licensed Lay Minister 

UNIT 12, MANOR FARM, PEPPARD COMMON, RG9 5LA 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS AND GLAZING COMPANY 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 

We also supply & install or supply only all types of windows, 

doors and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904 

PEMBROKE GLASS 

Revd Susan Cooper 
What a lovely day we had for the Li-

censing service with Bishop Colin: to be 

here, in such beautiful countryside sur-

rounded by smiling faces of new friends 

and family, was quite overwhelming.  

We hadn’t seen our family for over three 

years and already we have celebrated 

grandson, Alfie’s, third birthday and 

watched his big sister, Tilly, dance in 

her ballet display. 

Although I was brought up in Pinkneys 

Green , near Maidenhead, and baptised 

by my grandfather in Streatley, I have 

been away in New Zealand a long time.  

I trained for the Ministry and was or-

dained in the Diocese of Waiapu in the 

North Island. So, I am slowly absorbing 

English ways, both for the Ministry and 

in lifestyle and ask you to bear with me 

as it does not happen overnight! 

I ask God’s blessing for a meaningful 

ministry and to be able to assist Father 

Graham as much as I can.  I pray for his 

full and speedy recovery and will serve 

you to the best of my ability in the in-

terim to give him much-needed time to 

regain his strength.  We are so blessed in 

all he does. 

Ron and I have now moved into Priory 

Copse and are happily settling into our 

new home. 

Susan 

Elections 
The Annual Parochial Church meeting 

took place on 29th April in which Adri-

enne Heriot and Margaret Woodward 

were both re-elected as Church wardens 

for the forthcoming year. This year’s visi-

tation and ‘swearing in’ takes place on 

16th June at St. Thomas’ Church, Goring. 

RSCM Three Day Course 
Ten choristers from All Saints’ Church 

attended the Royal School of Church Mu-

sic (RSCM) Three Day Course at Abing-

don School this April. Stephanie Franklin 

was Head Chorister and Catherine Hill 

was one of the house captains. Several 

people from All Saints’ attended  

Evensong at St Michael’s Church,  

Abingdon on these days. 

On Sunday 14th April, during Family 

Communion, two of our junior choristers 

received their RSCM Silver Bishops Cho-

rister awards. These awards enable singers 

to develop their musical skills and under-

standing within the context of their choir. 

Also at this service, the Revd Susan Coo-

per presented RSCM ribbons and medals 

to six choristers. 

House for Duty Post 
On Sunday 16th March at St John the Bap-

tist Church, the Revd. Susan Cooper was 

licensed as Associate Priest, by the Rt. 

Revd. Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorches-

ter OBE. The Church was well attended 

by members of the congregations from all 

three Churches in the Benefice. We all 

welcome Susan to the ministry team. 

New Churchyard 
The mixed hedging in the new Church-

yard, which was mentioned in the last 

edition, has now been planted. Thank you 

to everyone who supported the fund rais-

ing with donations for the hedgerow. 
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THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 
Charity No: 900616 

Has many beautiful and affectionate cats looking 
for loving homes.  If you can give a home to any 

of them, please call: 01189 721871/01189 722082 
Or visit our website www.tvaw.org.uk 

St Michael’s Catholic Church 

Father Paul Rowan 0118 972 3418 

Deacon Francis Andrews 0118 972 2354 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 

GRAHAM’S 
MAINTENANCE 

 

 

 

 

                Painting & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits 

                Door & Window Fitting - Plumbing 

Fitted Bathrooms - Floor & Wall Tiling - Fencing & Decking 

Wood & Laminate Flooring - Sheds Supplied & Fitted 

Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing, etc. ... 

Free estimates 0118 972 3114 

Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets, 

 Events, Product Pack shots, Food. 
Mobile studio can come to you 

www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk   07958 371770 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

Ways & Means Trust  
is Moving 

The charity, which provides training for 

60 adults with mental illness and learning 

disabilities, is moving from Caversham at 

the end of May to Manor Farm, Peppard, 

near its plant centre, Greenshoots. The 

Trust needs to raise £1,000.  

As well as funds, volunteers are needed to 

refurbish the premises prior to the move. 

If you can help, visit the charity's website 

www.waysandmeans.org.uk.   

The Trust has also been selected as one of 

three charities to benefit from Community 

Matters in John Lewis, Broad Street, 

Reading from beginning of May to the 

end of July. Customers in their Place to 

Eat restaurant will be given green tokens 

for their collection pots to determine what 

proportion of £3,000 will be donated to 

the charity.   

Nottakwire 
We are a community singing group for 

anyone who wants to sing with others.  

The dates of our summer concerts are 

Friday 27th June at 18.00 and Saturday 

28th June at 14.00 in Sonning Common 

Village Hall. There are tickets still 

available for Friday at £8 per adult and 

£3 for under-12s. All proceeds from 

ticket sales will be donated to support 

local organisations. There will be songs 

from World War 1 as well as spiritual 

songs, Les Misérables and Abba music.  

If you would like to come along, please 

phone 0118 947 7302 for tickets. 

From the Deacon 
In the late 1940s problems developed for 

the Catholic Parish of Our Lady and St 

Anne in Caversham. It had become very 

difficult to serve adequately the two Pol-

ish resettlement camps and the two hospi-

tals, Peppard and Borocourt. So the 

Archbishop of Birmingham decided to 

bud-off Sonning Common to form a new 

parish, under the patronage of St Michael 

the Archangel. At that time the develop-

ment of Sonning Common as a ‘New Vil-

lage’ had hardly started. Both camps and 

both hospitals have closed. However, the 

St Michael’s Parish was ideally placed to 

serve the developing areas of Sonning 

Common, Emmer Green and Caversham 

Park as well as Peppard and a number of 

nearby villages. The Parish of St Michael 

has prospered; a church building, a hall 

and a school have been built and paid for. 

Once debts had been paid off, the Church 

was consecrated in 1972. 

So, what is the Parish for? It exists to 

bring Catholics together, to Worship, to 

celebrate the Eucharist, to study and learn 

the Faith and to help its people become 

more Christ-like. Above all it exists to 

bring the Good News of Christ’s Resur-

rection to Others to spread the Joy of the 

Gospel. 

Does St Michael’s fulfil its task, its mis-

sion? How can a member of the Parish be 

an unbiased judge? Certainly it is a place 

of welcome and joy. Certainly the size of 

its congregations is maintained and tend-

ing to grow. In the end, God alone can 

justly praise or justly rebuke. May He be 

Praised and Glorified Forever. 

Francis Andrews 

OHCT 50th Anniversary 
The Oxfordshire Historic Churches 

Trust this year celebrates its 50th Anni-

versary. Since its formation several mil-

lion pounds has been given by the Trust 

to Churches of many denominations 

within Oxfordshire.  

The All Saints’ Ride and Stride team has 

for many years made a substantial con-

tribution to this charity; in just the last 

three years, the team has contributed 

over £7,000. For details of this year’s 

event, which takes place on Saturday 

13th September, please contact Ian Fra-

ser – 01491 629631. 

More Snippets 

Summer Reading  
Challenge 2014 

Are you ready for the latest Summer 

Reading Challenge, which begins on 

Saturday 12th July? The theme this year 

is ‘Mythical Maze’ - so you can expect 

lots of mythical mystery storybooks in 

the library. Sign up from Saturday 12th 

July to receive your mythical poster, 

then read six books and visit the library 

three times over the summer (that’s once 

to sign up and three  books per visit), to 

get stickers to put on the poster, as well as 

such things as bookmarks and wrist 

bands, and a medal and certificate to cele-

brate your achievement. 

This year there’s also going to be a chal-

lenge for teenagers and adults – ask at the 

library for more details nearer the time! 

We, at Sonning Common Library ,would 

like to welcome everyone from 10:00 on 

Friday mornings for Friendly Fridays – 

and if you can think of a better name, let 

us know! On the first and second Fridays 

of the month Scrabble groups already 

meet (all welcome), and we hope to have 

Knit & Natter, Crochet & Chat, and Sew 

& So groups on the other Fridays. Even if 

you don’t want to join in any of those 

activities, please just come for coffee/tea 

and a chat! 

Rosemary Dunstan 



 

 

Clubs and Societies 

Peppard Relief in Need 
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times 

 If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get 

them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.  

 Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone 

Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631) 

Page 10 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For all your property maintenance requirements: 

Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including 
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal; 

Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,  
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design. 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Supply and fit 
Natural stone . Porcelain . Ceramic Under floor heating 

to arrange a free consultation and quotation. 
Call Jamie on 07771 821 596 or Henley 01491 628883 

CHILTERN ANTIQUES 
Your Local Antique Dealer 

An eclectic mix of small Victorian and Georgian furniture, treen, 
walking canes, scientific & medical, silver, watches, jewellery, post 

boxes & lots more. 
See us at local and national Antique Fairs 

Always Keen to Buy, House Calls by Appointment 
Contact Fred Nickson 0118 924 2582 07768 918501 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

1st Peppard Guides 
We've a busy summer term ahead. We 

have already enjoyed a visit to Feathers & 

Fur to get up close to some wonderful 

birds of prey. The Village Gardeners have 

been to bring us seeds to plant which we 

love watching grow. We are going orien-

teering and geocaching as well as skiing 

and boating. A fun packed term. 

Our unit is full and our waiting list is full 

of girls who are ready to join us. It would 

be great if someone could consider setting 

up a sister unit. Please contact me for 

more information on squirreljo@yahoo.ie 

Jo Waugh 

Peppard WI 
A fine day, a friendly and efficient coach 

driver and a knowledgeable guide, who 

quite literally kept us on the straight and 

narrow, all contributed to a very success-

ful trip to Highgrove. It was nice to see 

some friends joining us and we do hope 

we will see them again at some of the fund

-raising events we have planned for the 

future. 

In contrast, it was a very wet evening in 

early May when I left home at 19:00 

wondering why I had accepted an 

invitation to attend the Peppard News 

Publications’ AGM. I was warmly wel-

comed, as there were very few contribu-

tors present, and when the meeting closed 

at 20:15 I was delighted I had made the 

effort. I was given a clear insight into the 

time and effort which the Editorial Team 

and their band of helpers put in, four times 

every year, to bring this ‘good read’ to our 

doorsteps. The profit and loss account 

showed that the volunteers must also sup-

port our Peppard News financially as well: 

volunteer expenses for the whole year 

were £18.50!  

So, on behalf of all those of you who were 

unable to be present, I would like to say a 

big THANK YOU to everyone involved 

in publishing and distributing this excel-

lent community newspaper. I am sure 

they will give you a warm welcome if 

you can make it next year. 

Irene Lindsay  

Wyfold RDA 
On a lovely sunny day in April, Wyfold 

Riding for the Disabled held their first 

Pony Day in which four young riders 

spent the day riding and helping to look 

after their ponies. Riding their favourite 

mounts they had a lesson in the morning 

and a ride out in the afternoon finishing 

with games and presentation of certifi-

cates and rosettes. Both riders and help-

ers enjoyed the day which was ex-

tremely successful. 

Sadly the Group recently suffered the 

loss of one of its ponies. Magic, a New 

Forest Driving pony, suffered a severe 

bout of colic from which he did not re-

cover. He was just on the verge of re-

ceiving his ten year long service badge.  

The Summer Open Day will be held on 

Saturday 28th June with demonstrations 

of riding from 11:30, meet the ponies, 

games, stalls and barbeque lunch. The 

Grand Summer Raffle, with prizes such 

as a week in a log cabin, a meal cooked in 

your own home and a hot air balloon 

flight, will be drawn in the afternoon. All 

friends and supporters welcome. For more 

information call 08450 450 7017 or see 

www.wyfoldrda.org.uk 

Adrienne Heriot 

Peppard Bowls Club 
Did you miss our Taster Days in April? 

We had a good response to our advertising 

and have recruited several enthusiastic 

newcomers. Why not join the clan? We 

hold regular Club Afternoons on Mondays 

and Thursdays. Do come along and have a 

look. We have excellent facilities – a 

green to be proud of, a popular bar serving 

wines, beers and cold drinks or even a 

‘cuppa’. Plenty of free parking is available 

and friendly members to make you wel-

come. Most people would agree that 

Sonning Common and  
District Tennis Club 

Many families and children from the Pep-

pard already use the club but we often 

think we are the best kept secret in the 

area. We have two good quality hard 

courts at Bishopswood Sports Ground, 

Gallowstree Road, available all year 

round for use by members at low annual 

subscription charges: £30 per family, £20 

per single adult and £10 for juniors under 

18 years.  

It is not our intention to compete with 

other local clubs but hopefully to cre-

ate an informal introduction to tennis; 

if people want to play in tournaments 

and have more of a social connection 

with other members, then perhaps we 

are not for them. We offer affordable, 

casual tennis for everyone.  

For more information contact me on 

01491 680324 or Judy Pitson 0118 

972 3294. 

Dave Pinder 
From left: Hannah Mason, Tom Parkinson,  

Scarlett Sayer and Ciaran Kellyn 
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Computer Problems? 

Is your PC misbehaving? Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & 

Upgrades, Broadband, Networking, Data Recovery &  

Migration, Virus Cleaning, and much more.  

Phone Robin Piercey at Influential Computers on 01491 

680036, or visit www.influentialcomputers.com. 

Tel. 0333 666 9993 

www.PeppardNews.co.uk 

Circle Dancing 
The dancing continues to take place on 

the first Sunday of the month and it’s 

probably fair to say that since our begin-

nings we have learnt well over 100 

dances, fast, slow, challenging or easy and 

from many different parts of the world. 

Our programme links in to the seasons or 

themes so over the 

last three months 

the titles have in-

cluded Sami Paths 

reflecting the ways 

of the reindeer 

herders of Lap-

land, Suo Gan, a 

Welsh lullaby for 

St. David’s Day, 

Irish Tipple, a jig 

for St Patrick’s 

Day, and Dande-

lion where the 

movements depict 

the opening and closing of these familiar 

flowers. The circle is a very inclusive 

formation and dancing together brings a 

real sense of harmony and wellbeing in 

addition to aiding physical fitness. It is 

not necessary to have any experience, and 

there is no age limit. Why not come along 

to a free taster at Christ the King Hall. 

More details from Ros, 01491 874220. 

Ros Jennings 

A Bright Future for  
Peppard Lunch Club!  

Last autumn our chief cook, Ann Bou-

man, retired after 20 years’ service. Sev-

eral of her assistants, also long-serving, 

felt that they would like to finish soon, 

and I was deeply concerned as to whether 

the club could continue. 

I advertised for volunteers, and had an 

amazing response.  Several joined, very 

quickly gelled as a team, and produced a 

super pre-Christmas lunch, matching the 

high standard that had been the norm. The 

team has continued with an infectious 

enthusiasm, and excellent meals, to the 

delight of all our members. I appealed for 

more help laying tables and serving, and 

volunteers came forward for this too. 

With all this sorted out, I’ve been review-

ing my own position. I’ve been helping at 

the club for over 16 years, half of them as 

organiser. My husband and I aren’t quite 

as energetic as we once were and have 

concluded we need to downsize domesti-

cally.  After much heart-searching we’ve 

decided to move to the Midlands, nearer 

to our family. 

So who is to replace me?  I’m very 

pleased to say that Betty Butler has agreed 

to take on the job, and having known her 

for many years I think she will be super in 

the front-of-house role.  

I shall miss the many friends that I have 

made over several decades in Peppard, 

and the buzz, chatter and laughter of our 

monthly sessions, but I leave confident 

that the Lunch Club team is in very good 

hands and has a rosy future. 

Any enquiries about the club should now 

be addressed to Betty on 01491 628 644. 

Sally Longhurst 

Peppard News would like to wish Sally 

Longhurst a very bright future in the Mid-

lands and commend her for all her work 

for the Lunch Club over the years. 

Great Turnout for  
Grand Opening! 

Peppard Tennis Club enjoyed a fantastic 

Open Day in April and conducted the 

Official Opening of their new club-

house. Leader of SODC, Mrs Ann 

Ducker, MBE, officially opened the 

clubhouse with the junior club members 

in front of a large crowd. 

Despite the unfavourable forecast, the 

committee were delighted with the at-

tendance. The crowd were treated to 

numerous activities, with the younger 

ones being put through their paces by 

the team at Teach Me Tennis - the on-

site coaching experts, whilst new and 

existing members were treated to pro-

fessional advice from both Henley 

Sports and Yonex who provided demon-

stration equipment for all to try, as well 

as a serve speed calculator – no records 

were broken but a lot of fun was had! 

Chairman Vic Fry donned his chef’s hat 

and served up an excellent BBQ, which 

was complemented by some delicious 

cakes and plenty of refreshment.  

The event ran well beyond the expected 

closing time, as the children enjoyed 

having their faces painted. Many of the 

parents took the opportunity to pick up a 

racquet and have a hit themselves!  

Richard Dilger 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

Cutting the ribbon at Peppard Tennis Club 

bowls is a popular pastime, very addic-

tive, competitive and even frustrating at 

times. We have a fixture list of interesting 

games to be played against other clubs.  

Give Jenny, our Membership Secretary, a 

call on 0118 924 2617 – she is waiting to 

hear from you. If you would prefer we can 

offer some tailor-made tuition to suit you 

personally. Don’t delay – the summer will 

soon be over and you will have missed the 

opportunity!! 

Jennifer Wingrove 



 

 

  Sunday Services 

at All Saints’ 

JUNE JULY AUGUST NOTES 

1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 31  

A Festal Evensong for Whit Sunday 

B Benefice Eucharist at Kidmore End at 11.00 

C Benefice Eucharist at Sonning Common at 

10.30 

09.00 Communion     

10.30 Communion 

(sung) 
  B  CBC 

10.30 Matins          

10.30 Family Service           

10.30 Sunday School           

18.30 Evensong A 
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JUNE  

Sun 1 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00 Wed 9 WI/Garden Party/John and Liz Waterfall/14.30 

Mon 2 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 Fri 11 Greys Ct/Garden Tour/13.00-15.00 

Tue 3 Peppard School Term begins Sat 12 SC Library Start of Summer Reading Challenge 

Fri 6 Defibrillator unveiling outside Peppard School 15:30 Mon 14 RPPC Meeting/19.30/Planning/21.30/Pavilion 

  FOPS Quiz night/Mem Hall Tue 15 Peppard School Production/Kenton Theatre/19.00 

Sat 7 Sue Ryder Sale/10.30-12.30 Wed  16 Peppard Lunch Club/Mem Hall/12.00/01491 628644 

  Peppard Unplugged/Mem Hall/19.30/01189 723609 Fri 18 Peppard School term ends 

Mon  9 RPPC Meeting/19.30/Planning/21.30/Pavilion Sat 19 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 

Tue 10 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55   Sue Ryder Sale/10.30-12.30 

  Greys Ct/National Garden Scheme/10.00-16.00   Greys Ct/Pirates of Penzance/19.30/01491 628529 

Wed 11 WI/Dementia Friends/Mem Hall/14.30 Tue 22 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 

Fri 13 Peppard Educational Trust Concert/All Saints'/20.00 Sat 26 RPPC/Planning/10.00/Pavilion 

Sat 14 Fathers' Day Storytime/SC Library/10.00 SC library AUGUST 

Wed  18 Peppard Lunch Club/Mem Hall/12.00/01491 628644 Fri 1 Greys Ct/George's Marvellous Machine/18.30/01491 

628529 

Fri 20 Greys Ct/Garden Tour/13.00-15.00 Sat 2 Storytime/SC Library/10.00 

  Peppard Sch/Sports Evening/17.00 Sun 3 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00 

Sat 21 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 Mon 4 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 

  RPPC/Planning/10.00/Pavilion Tue 5 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 

Tue 24 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 Wed 6 Peppard Unplugged/Mem Hall/19.30/01189 723609 

Fri 27 Nottakwire Concert/SC Hall/18.00/01189 477302 Sat 9 Storytime/SC Library/10.00 

  Nuffield Place/Evening Tour/18.00/www.nationaltrust.org.uk   Sue Ryder Sale/10.30-12.30 

Sat 28 Sue Ryder Sale/10.30-12.30 Mon 11 RPPC Meeting/19.30/Planning/21.30/Pavilion 

  Wyfold RDA/Open Day/11.30/details 084504507017 Wed 13 WI/Outing TBA 

Sun 29 SC Pre-School Fair/SC Primary Sch/11.30-14.00 Sat 16 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 

JULY   Storytime/SC Library/10.00 

Wed 2 Peppard Unplugged/Mem Hall/19.30/01189 723609 Tue 19 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 

Fri 4 Nuffield Place/Evening Tour/18.00/www.nationaltrust.org.uk Sat 23 Storytime/SC Library/10.00 

Sun 6 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00   RPPC/Planning/10.00/Pavilion 

Mon 7 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 Sat 30 Storytime/SC Library/10.00 

Tue 8 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55    

For FISH shopping/leisure trips: see notice boards, 

www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk or 0118 972 3986 
Peppard Bowls Club – Mon & Thu: Club Afternoons 13.45 0118 972 1301 

SC Library: Friendly Fridays 10.00 Scrabble/Knit & Natter etc Boot Camp – Peppard Pavilion Field Thu 18.45-19.45 07874019713 

 

Sunday Services at Springwater 

(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10.30 - 11.45  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

Monday-Friday 09.00 

Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

CHURCH SERVICES 


