
 

 

Editorial 

As I write this editorial, summer has fi-

nally arrived – along with our new colour 

header!  The sky is blue, the air is warm, 

our gardens are bursting forth with colour 

and the birds entertain us with their won-

derful songs.  Garden furniture is given a 

dusting and the BBQ is ready to go!  

However, with summer in the 21st century 

comes the noisy time in the garden, petrol 

mowers, hedge cutters and that dreadful 

whine of the strimmers echoes around the 

countryside.  Sometimes this is accompa-

nied by the booming bass from the sound 

systems loaded with continuously playing 

music.   What did happen to the push 

mowers and the garden shears of yester-

year?  We all participate in these aspects 

of modern life and enjoy them, but we 

should spare a thought for our neighbours 

who might just want to enjoy the peace 

and tranquillity of their garden! 

Summertime is also the start of a new 

season of activities in a rural parish – vil-

lage fetes, BBQs, gardens open for public 

viewing and the cricket, tennis and bowls 

clubs get into top gear for their tourna-

ments.  We try to keep you informed with 

details of these and many other societies 

in the parish, but if we have overlooked 

you, please let me know! 

Enjoy the summer – I’m off to do some 

quiet gardening! 

 

Susan Carter 

Editor 
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Summer 2006 FISH 

Have you ever noticed the big bright yel-

low minibus seen around our area?  That 

is the new FISH bus taking a group of 

local people on one of their regular out-

ings. 

Miss Dorothy Butler, aged 78, from 

Kingwood, is an energetic and deter-

mined lady who loves walking and de-

spite having had two hip replacements 

and arthritis, will still walk a mile to the 

nearest bus stop to catch the local bus 

for her medical and dental appoint-

ments.  The FISH bus trips are the high-

light of her week: she not only enjoys 

the town centres but enjoys the ride in 

the bus through the countryside too. 

Mrs Meg Smith is a sprightly 71 year 

old, who, when she can bear to drag 

herself away from her immaculate gar-

den, loves various FISH bus trips.  Meg 

worked as a nursing sister until she re-

tired at 60.  She has no family in the 

vicinity and when her husband died, she 

found herself not only bereft but know-

ing very few people.  She was encour-

aged to join a FISH trip and from then 

on her social circle widened.   She looks 

forward to all of the bus trips and says 

that she can live an “ordinary life” with 

the assistance of FISH. 

Mrs Joan Seaton, aged 82, moved to 

Kingwood 7 years ago to live with her 

daughter.  She is a fiercely independent 

widow and only moved when a stroke 

made living alone difficult.  She finds it 

very reassuring that the FISH bus driver 

will always be there to lend a helping 

hand.  The Stroke Club is Joan’s main 

source of social contact, enabled by 

FISH whom Joan describes as “really a 

Godsend”.  Not only that, the FISH driv-

ers don’t moan about the potholes along 

her lane! 

Mrs Betty Allison, aged 79, has lived in 

the area with her husband Eric for 60 

years.  Until recently Eric enjoyed the 

benefits of FISH but unfortunately he 

now requires professional assistance. As 

Eric’s full-time carer Betty cannot leave 

him alone, but loves to join the FISH 

bus trips whenever she can.  She espe-

cially enjoys ending the shopping trips 

with a coffee in Reading Town Hall or 

Mackays in Henley.  She says of FISH 

that she “doesn’t know what we would 

do without them”. 

FISH always welcomes new clients ei-

ther for individual medical related jour-

neys or to join the organised bus trips.  

Volunteers are also welcome  - in both 

cases phone 0118 9723986 for more 

information. 

FISH is a small local charity, started 28 

years ago, helping people who have no 

transport or are unable to use public trans-

port to get to their medical, hospital and 

other health related appointments.  It has 

just over 50 volunteer drivers who use 

their own cars for this and occasionally to 

help with shopping or collecting prescrip-

tions, all well organised by the 16 volun-

teers who man the office.  Generally FISH 

does not cater for individual social out-

ings although there are a few exceptions: 

there is no specific charge but people are 

asked to make a contribution.  There are 

around 3 driving jobs per day carried out 

by volunteer drivers and then there is the 

bus …………. 

Twelve volunteer bus drivers take groups 

of people on the bright yellow mini-bus 

on weekly shopping trips to Henley and 

Reading and outings to garden centres, 

other towns and the ever-popular pub 

lunches. 

There are many people who take advan-

tage of the service that FISH offers.  The 

clients have different needs and are an 

extremely diverse mix of people.  These 

clients of FISH use either the car service, 

or yellow bus or both. 

Mr Brian Soper, aged 82, was lost when 

his wife died having latterly been her full-

time carer. He then suffered the devastat-

ing blow of a major stroke leaving him 

disabled and unable to drive. His main 

outlet for social contact is via the Stroke 

Club at Townlands Hospital which he 

attends on a weekly basis. He relies upon 

FISH for important appointments and 

appreciates the fact that the driver will sit 

and wait in the waiting room for him. 
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School Matters 

HOBBS & SONS LTD  
THE BOAT PEOPLE 
at HENLEY-on-THAMES 

DAY BOAT HIRE - PASSENGER BOAT AND PARTY HIRE 

Repairs, Fuels & Service 

BOAT & ENGINE SALES  

Established over 130 years - Telephone (sales) 01491 572 035 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Chair Caning, Upholstery, Loose Covers 
French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 
Lizanne Smith    Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

The Royal British Legion 
The RBL is a caring force.  Are you an ex-Service person or a 

dependant of one?  If so, do you need help and/or would you like 

to help others?  If any of the answers are “Yes” – please phone 

Nick Launders for further details: 

Evening and weekends:-  01491 628243  

Working hours:- 0207 218 2664 

Peppard C of E Primary 

School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Head Teacher - Anne Jarvis  

Chairman of the Governors 

 Elizabeth Bielby 

Tel: 0118 972 3728 

 Carpentry 

 Electrical TV/FM & BT points 

 Plumbing 

 Paperhanging 

 Painting & Decorating 

 Tiling 

Michael Barlow - 30 years’ experience 

Hunton Cottage 
Gallowstree Road Peppard Common 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5JB  

Peppard Primary School 

Years 5/6 went to Dorchester Abbey for 

the wonderful Festival of Voices and will 

be taking part in Henley Festival’s Carni-

val Procession on Sunday 9th July. They 

have been hard at work on their dragonfly 

costumes. 

Everyone is welcome to our school’s pro-

duction of And Now for Something Com-

pletely Different taking place at Chiltern 

Edge School on 3rd & 4th July. Contact 

school for further details. 

Our new intake will be 14 children and 

this year they will be able to start full-time 

from September instead of the term after 

their 5th birthday. Our catchment area is 

Peppard, Highmoor, Greys and the part of 

Sonning Common within the Peppard par-

ish boundary. 

After school activities include our famous 

Latin Club  run by Oliver Makower, as-

sisted by Valerie Phelps; the Arts Acad-

emy for dance/drama and singing super-

vised by Claire Sillince whose Members 

took part in an excellent combined schools 

performance at Pangbourne College re-

cently. Also this term, the Strawberry Cow 

Club: as part of the Young Enterprise 

Scheme run by Gillotts School, a group of 

Year 10 pupils set up a legitimate com-

pany to run this club specialising in art, 

drama and music. 

This summer, children in Years 3-6 swam 

at Gillotts once a week and, in the FOPS 

recent Sponsored Swimathon, they com-

pleted 23 kilometres raising much needed 

funds for the school. Years 5/6 pupils learn 

tennis on Thursday afternoons at Peppard 

Tennis Club. 

Anne Jarvis has recently spent a week at 

an elementary school in Baltimore, USA 

and returned full of ideas and inspiration. 

Elizabeth Bielby finished her annual report 

by saying how very proud she was to be 

associated with such a great small school. 

Peppard Toddler Group 

We are a friendly playgroup based in the 

War Memorial Hall on Horsepond Road 

and we meet each Tuesday from 9.45 - 

11.45. 

We have lots of toys for both babies and 

toddlers to enjoy, a cosy baby corner, a 

craft table, music time, story time 

and  much more! 

Come along and join us for a cup of tea/

coffee in a friendly atmosphere where 

you and your children can make friends 

and have fun! 

For more information call Josie Colin tel: 

01491 628267 or just pop in! 

Fruit & Veg 

As part of our 'Eat More Fruit and Veg' 

topic in Design Technology, Greys class 

have had lots of fun planning, making, 

then drinking a fruit smoothie.  

It started with discovering the impor-

tance of fruit and vegetables in our 

diet:  the children then had to design 

posters that advertised their importance. 

At the end there was lots of peeling, 

slicing, chopping and tasting!  We tried 

out our cutting skills on coleslaw but 

decided that it was definitely best left to 

the professionals!  We turned to a selec-

tion of fruits: first we made a list of all 

the fruits for our smoothies then in small 

groups the children peeled and chopped 

the fruits to the correct size for the 

smoothie maker. 

The smoothies were definitely more of a 

success than the coleslaw.  Some chil-

dren said it was one of the most deli-

cious things they'd ever tasted and 

wanted to make more.  

Farewell to Lyn 

Lyn Warren, will be retiring from the 

Sonning Common Pre-School after 15 

years.  "Lyn has been a perennial fa-

vourite with children and parents alike for 

many years", said Sophie Underwood, 

Chairman of the Committee. "Lyn's calm-

ness and understanding of the needs of 

young children has been invaluable to the 

smooth running of the Pre-School.  She 

will be greatly missed by all of us. We 

wish Lyn all the best for the future." 

In the meantime, lots of activities con-

tinue:  the Peppard Kitchen has already 

proved a great success.  The children have 

enjoyed learning about what ingredients 

go into food, kitchen hygiene and, of 

course, eating what they have made!  Our 

sports day is on 5 July and the children 

will be baking cakes for this event. Thanks 

again to all those who have contributed to 

the setting up of the Peppard Kitchen, in-

cluding the fund raising activities of staff 

and parents, the fantastic support from 

local businesses and also the ladies from 

the Sonning Common Women's Institute 

who have made aprons for the children to 

wear whilst cooking. 

For further information on the Pre- 

School, including availability of places for 

September 2006,  please contact Kate 

Luckett on 0118 972 4760 or email 

scplaygroup@btinternet.com 
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Council Matters 

 Parish Council 
Chairman: Geoff Pitcher  

Contact details for Chairman, Parish Clerk: 

and 

Parish Councillors are on the Council’s web-

site  

www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Don Naish -0118 972 

3828 

& Paul Harrison - 0118 972 2665  

OCC Councillor: Carol Viney - 01491 

680887  

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 

meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 20.15 

in the Pavilion, though there is no meeting 

in August.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may raise briefly issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings. as well - 

see Diary for dates and times. 

Garden design and landscaping by Chelsea Gold Medal winners 

Show gardens ~ Plants and artefacts for sale 

Breathe new life into your garden! 

“A haven for plant lovers” on the A329, Newington, near Stadhampton, Oxon ~  Follow the tourist signs from every direction    

 NEWINGTON NURSERIES  Specialists in unusual and tropical plants 

Newington Nurseries 
Tel: 01865 400533  

www.newington-nurseries.co.uk 
Open Tuesday to Sunday and 

Bank Holiday Mondays 

Local MP Boris Johnson gave a wide 

ranging and highly entertaining talk at the 

Parish Council AGM on 12th May. With 

the War Memorial Hall packed, Boris 

demonstrated his breadth of understand-

ing of local issues such as the future of 

Townlands Hospital and his opposition to 

land grabbing by Reading, as well as 

broader issues such as the proliferation of 

red tape, regional assemblies and his de-

sire for a more pragmatic approach to the 

way forward in Europe. 

In particular he praised our local commu-

nity police officers, Mike Birdseye and 

Julie Greenough for their work in keeping 

crime down, and noted that it was the first 

time that he had experienced local police 

officers presenting their crime statistics at 

such a meeting. 

On a humorous note, following his recent 

appearance in a charity football match 

made memorable by his appalling rugby 

tackle on an opponent, he denied rumours 

that he would be joining Reading FC in 

time for their Premier League challenge 

and apologised for being such an awful 

role model to young exponents of the 

beautiful game. 

The whole speech was done in his inimi-

table style and the applause at the end 

suggested it had been very well received 

by the audience. 

Boris Johnson Attends 
Parish Council AGM 

Acknowledgement:  Photo supplied by the  
Henley Standard 

Annual Village Litter Blitz 

Thanks to all parishioners who joined 

parish councillors in the annual Peppard 

Litter Blitz over the weekend 8/9 April 

2006 – in particular friends of the parish 

church. Certainly this was the best turn-

out of the general public in years. A 

great deal of litter was collected and the 

parish looked superb afterwards. 

New Councillor / By-Election 

Eddie Brooker, who has been a parish 

councillor for 11 years, resigned at the 

end of March 2006. Eddie has been an 

exemplary parish councillor and his 

interest in all local matters is second to 

none. In particular, Eddie was responsi-

ble for the programme of stile replace-

ment within the parish, as part of his 

responsibility for Footpaths and Open 

Spaces. Following Eddie’s resignation, 

the By-Election took place on 15th June 

and was won by Mr Nick Launders. 

Unauthorised Signage 

The parish council has a responsibility to 

remove unauthorised signs and a number 

of signs were removed during the year. 

Following complaints from parishioners 

regarding “an explosion of signs”, RPPC 

remains vigilant and will remove signs 

put up without permission. 

Affordable Housing 

Unfortunately, it has not been possible to 

achieve affordable housing development 

on the Shiplake Bottom Site. RPPC will 

now initiate a new process to identify an 

alternative site(s) for affordable hous-

ing within the parish and will work in 

conjunction with SODC, SOHA and the 

Oxford Rural Housing Partnership.  

Witness Service 

If you see or hear a crime happening then 

you could be called upon to give evidence 

about it in court as a witness. 

Many people are frightened by this. Peo-

ple often find the courtroom a bewilder-

ing and intimidating place and are terri-

fied of taking the stand and facing cross-

examination. 

However, the Witness Service exists to 

smooth the process and make it less of an 

ordeal. Trained volunteers provide infor-

mation about the court procedure, offer 

emotional support to the witness and even 

accompany them into the courtroom. All 

these services are free. We never discuss 

the evidence and cannot give legal advice. 

The Witness Service is there not just to 

help and reassure witnesses of crime, but 

also to offer support to victims of crime 

and their friends and family who are at-

tending court. The Witness Service sup-

ports all prosecution and defence wit-

nesses. 

The Witness Service is currently looking 

for more volunteers to develop and 

strengthen the service in courts across the 

county. Volunteers can be young or old 

and from all backgrounds. You don’t need 

any prior experience of the criminal jus-

tice system as this will be covered in the 

comprehensive training that all volunteers 

must undertake. The next training pro-

gramme begins in September. If you are 

interested in becoming a volunteer please 

ring Muriel on 01865 751511  or email   

muriel.greenhalgh@victimsupportoxon. 

org.uk.  

Help us improve our website 

South Oxfordshire District Council’s web-

site, www.southoxon.gov.uk, provides a 

wide range of information and services. 

We need volunteers to help assess how 

our website needs improving. The ses-

sions will be at the council offices in 

Crowmarsh Gifford; volunteers will re-

ceive £20.  

For further information, contact Sam 

Shepherd, Consultation Officer, South 

Oxfordshire District Council, Benson 

Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, WALLING-

FORD, Oxon OX10 8ED, Tel: 01491 

823093, Email: 

Sam.Shepherd@southoxon.gov.uk  
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Village Matters 

This page sponsored by 

TANDOORI 
Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

Peppard Common 

The most significant issue has undoubt-

edly been the creation of the new bank 

and ditch along Church Lane, to protect 

the common edge eroded over the last 

few years.  It has been a hotly discussed 

topic at conservators’ and Annual Parish 

meetings for about 10 years!  We recog-

nised that the lane was too narrow for 

both parked and passing vehicles at 

school drop-off and collection times, and 

so it was agreed that the new bank would 

be located to meet this requirement.  It 

looks rather raw at the moment, but it has 

been seeded and before long it will look 

as if it has always been there.  Consulta-

tion took place with parishioners on the 

setting out of the bank and the conserva-

tors and villagers alike hope that this fi-

nally resolves this long-standing issue.  

Nigel Wooding - Chairman 
Nettlebed and District 

Commons Conservators 

Nigel is standing down as chairman of the 

Commons Conservators after nearly four 

years. During his time as chairman he has 

taken a great interest in the grazing and 

conservation project for the commons and 

spent a considerable amount of time on the 

steering group. The Conservators have 

greatly benefited from the way in which 

he deals with sometimes delicate situa-

tions with his usual calm, sensible and 

pragmatic approach. He has a busy profes-

sional life and his hard work for the com-

munity has been greatly appreciated. On 

taking over this role on 1st July, I shall 

value Nigel's continued presence as a 

member of the Conservators. 

Jeremy Simon 

Contact No: 01491 641320 or e-mail:  

jeremysimon@dsl.pipex.com 

Walking in South Oxfordshire 

In August 2004 Paul Warburton, a South 

Oxfordshire farmer, was tragically killed 

in a farm accident. Paul, together with 

Tim Huins, a retired doctor, formed a 

walking group including several doctors 

who are all convinced of the health bene-

fits of regular walking.  They have 

achieved over 115 walks in the area and 

have dedicated a book in Paul’s memory. 

 Warburton’s Walks contains 24 of the 

best routes, all clearly mapped and accu-

rately described, starting and finishing 

adjacent to a pub. All profits from the 

sales are going to the Thames Valley and 

Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust. To obtain 

a copy call Dr Tim Huins on 01865 

858665 or timhuins@oaktrees1plus.com 

(price £7) or Dr John Hasler on 01491 

628478 (£5.95 collect from Wyfold Lane) 

Peppard 10K Walk/Run 

This well-established event will take 

place on Sunday 10th September and 

once again will be raising funds for the 

“Feed the Children” charity.  The suc-

cess of this event is largely due to the 

attraction of a genuine off-road run and 

walk for serious runners, walkers who 

like a challenge and also for joggers and 

family groups – not forgetting the dog!  

The route will start and finish at Greys 

Green Golf Course, by kind permission 

of Mr Alexander Hood.  Runners will 

start at 14.30 and walkers at 14.35 – 

there will be a route for a shorter 8K 

walk. 

The cost of entry in advance by 1st Sep-

tember:  runners £7, walkers £5, under 

16s £1;  on the day: runners £8, walkers 

£6, under 16s £1.  Entry forms are avail-

able from Sandra Atkinson – 0118 972 

2844.  There will be medals for the first 

man, woman, boy and girl under 16, and 

a certificate for all people finishing the 

course.  If you would like to help mar-

shal on the day, please phone Ian Fraser 

on 01491 629631. 

Making A Difference 

This year, a total figure in excess of 

£2400 was raised for Christian Aid by 

the house-to-house collections in Pep-

pard and Greys, and by a superb concert 

- “In An Arbour Green” – held at All 

Saints’ Church on behalf of Christian 

Aid. This is a magnificent total to be 

raised by two small villages and will 

significantly contribute to helping some 

of the poorest communities in the world, 

regardless of race or creed. 

A big thank you to all those who gener-

ously gave. 

Peppard News Distributors 

It is truly thanks to our small band of 

loyal volunteer distributors that you 

receive your copy of Peppard News 

through your door.  These 20 volunteers 

turn out in all weathers to distribute 

each issue as soon as it is published.  

The Editorial Team certainly appreciate 

their efforts and we are sure our reader-

ship will join us in our thanks. 

Car Crime Campaign 

Thames Valley Police, South Oxfordshire 

District Council and local businesses and 

residents have joined forces with the 

Crimestoppers charity to bring a car crime 

awareness campaign to your area. 

We all need to remember that car crime is 

opportunist and that by remembering to 

take simple precautions such as removing 

valuables, e.g. mobile phones, laptops and 

CDs, etc., and by investing in good secu-

rity devices such as steering locks we can 

deter thieves. Police also need more infor-

mation on those people committing car 

crime and where it is happening so they 

can make arrests and better target their 

resources. If you have any information 

you can contact the police direct on the 

single non-emergency number 0845 8 505 

505. 

The Crimestoppers charity also provides a 

24-hour contact number for people to pass 

on information without speaking to police 

or the need to leave a name.  It is hoped 

that by publicising the Crimestoppers 

0800 555 111 number more information 

will be passed to police, allowing swifter 

and more effective investigations into 

those responsible for such crime. 

Thames Valley & Chiltern Air 
Ambulance Trust 

We urgently need fundraisers in Rother-

field Peppard and surrounding area to 

assist with the distribution and collection 

of donation boxes, collecting old mobile 

phones and toner cartridges for recycling 

and assisting with running a stall at 

County shows, fairs and school fetes. 

The Air Ambulance depends greatly on 

the support of volunteers to raise the nec-

essary funds to ensure this life saving 

service is maintained 365 days a year in 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxford-

shire. 

If you are interested please contact Glyn 

Lewis, Area Fundraiser on 01869 346578 

e-mail: tvacoxford@aol.com or Tony 

Allerton, Volunteers’ Coordinator on 

01628 822711 e-mail 

tony@airambulancetvac.org to arrange a 

convenient time for an informal chat. For 

info see: www.airambulancetvac.org 
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Church Matters 

All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk 

Rector: Revd Graham Foulis Brown  0118 972 3987 

Asst. Priests: Revd Hugh Warwick     0118 972 3070 

 Revd Barry Olsen 0118 924 2812  

Churchwardens: Keith Atkinson    0118 972 2844 

  Peter Hutt     01491 628335 

Our 8-Office Network Sells and Lets More Houses 
Sonning Common 0118 972 4242 - Henley 01491 412345 

www.davistate.com 

From the Rectory 

My first visit to a church was on Christ-

mas Eve in the year that I was born, for 

my parents took me along to be baptised.   

They’d both grown up in that church, 

been married there during the war and 

nine years later, the same minister that 

married them, baptised me. 

So if you exclude the awkward years that 

follow infant baptism, I’ve been going to 

church for  fifty years now - so it’s some-

thing that has always been a part of my 

life – and for half those years, I have been 

ordained. 

As I have gone about my parishes, I have 

met very many people who have had a 

strong church background somewhere in 

their past and who continue to speak with 

warmth and affection about the church but 

somehow it has become almost hermeti-

cally sealed and filed away somewhere.   

The church was as they grew up; while 

they were at university; before they were 

married; before they moved to Peppard. 

I’d suggest that the Church – that our 

faith, in fact – is a strand that runs right 

through our whole lives and that it can’t 

just be sealed up or filed away and I’d  

say again that all our churches in this par-

ish are in good case and that we always 

welcome people, on whatever basis they 

care to join us.  I know: Sunday - it just 

comes at the wrong time of the week…!     

I have always been fascinated that in a 

survey of ‘Firsts’ at Oxford, the majority 

of those who gained them practised their 

faith.    

In addition to being Rector, the Bishop 

has  appointed me Area Dean of Henley.   

That is what was formerly known as  a 

‘Rural Dean’, so clearly I must now be 

very old! 

If so, I’m in very good company for I’m 

three months younger than the 

Archbishop of Canterbury and three 

months older than the Bishop of Dorches-

ter. 

Graham 

Unmarked Graves 

There are still a large number of un-

marked graves, some of which are cared 

for regularly. If you know anyone who 

is looking after, or has information on, 

an unmarked grave, please contact Keith 

Atkinson on 0118 972 2844. 

We have one of the best kept church-

yards in this area aided by a generous 

grant from Rotherfield Peppard Parish 

Council, for which the Parochial Church 

Council is most grateful.  

Quinquennial Inspection 

Every five years, Church of England 

places of worship have to be inspected. 

The report on our recent inspection indi-

cates what needs attention in the imme-

diate future and includes the churchyard, 

boundaries and any trees which are sub-

ject to preservation orders. It is worth 

reminding readers that the trees immedi-

ately outside the churchyard have been 

acknowledged by Oxfordshire County 

Council as that Council's responsibility. 

Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust Ride or Stride 

This annual event, which helps in provid-

ing income for OHCT and its programme 

of grants for the repairs of chapels and 

churches in Oxfordshire, takes place on 

Saturday, 9th September. All Saints' 

Church, Peppard Congregational Church 

and St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church 

all participate. If you would like to cycle, 

walk, sponsor, or welcome participants, 

please contact Ian Fraser on 01491 

629631. 

Concert and Harvest  
Thanksgiving 

Harvest Thanksgiving at All Saints' will 

be held on Sunday, 24th September. De-

tails of church services for that day are 

one the table of services on Page 8. 

On Saturday evening, 23rd September at 

7.30 pm, there will be a concert at All 

Saints' Church, given by Marion Olsen 

(mezzo soprano) and Nigel Foster (piano), 

entitled To the children, it will include 

songs of childhood and adolescence. 

There will be refreshments and a retiring 

collection will be taken for The Children's 

Society. 

to the Parish Room], looking in good or-

der. Thanks to everyone concerned for the 

work they put into maintaining this beauti-

ful building and the churchyard. I shall re-

visit in another season!" 

Recently, we also received a "virtual visi-

tor" via the church website. Headed A 

happy memory, E. Cyril Goddard wrote: 

“My late wife and I were married in your 

church on 20th July, 1940. We were fa-

voured with 62 happy years together. I am 

now 88 years of age and live near Mold in 

Flintshire”. 

The Visitors' Book 

The Visitors' Book in All Saints' Church 

is a fascinating record and a witness to 

the value of an open church. We receive 

so many appreciative comments from 

strangers who are obviously delighted to 

find an atmosphere of silent welcome in 

this ancient and holy place.  

Three recent entries are worth reprinting 

here. On 21st April, Cathy Reading from 

Melbourne, Australia wrote "In memory 

of my ancestors John Webb and Mary 

Rackstraw married here October 1740".  

On 30th April, Liz Sarney from Hemel 

Hempstead wrote that "my ancestors 

came from Peppard in 1680".  

Angus Crutchfield from Porlock, Somer-

set visited on 8th May. He wrote: "It has 

been a real pleasure to have spent time 

alone in and around this beautiful and 

peaceful church where many of my 

Crutchfield ancestors spent much of 

their lives. My paternal great-great-great 

grandfather's headstone was found [next 

All Saints' Church 
Patronal Festival 

All Saints' Sunday falls on 5th November. 

The day will be distinguished by a visit 

from the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop 

of Dorchester, when it is intended that the 

bishop will confirm candidates during the 

service at 6.30 pm.  

The annual Gift Day for the church will 

also mark this Sunday and a Patronal 

Lunch is planned to be held in Peppard 

Memorial Hall.  
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Church Matters (Continued) 

Weddings 
Functions 
Funeral Tributes 

Tel: 0118 972 1240 

National and 
International 
Delivery Service 

Mob: 07771 790916 

Brambles 

Floristry 

Fresh Flowers available everyday 

Corner of Wood Lane/Woodlands Road, Sonning Common 

Estimates free - Job size no object 

Electric Quick! 
Phone: 0118 972 2143 - Mobile: 07973 491069 

Fully qualified - Building Regs registered 

The Unicorn  

Kingwood Common 

Tim & Steve thank the people of Rotherfield Peppard  
for their support, help and custom  
in making their dream come true. 

01491 628 452 

Minister 

Revd Phil Cheale 

0118 972 4519 

www.pc-church.org.uk 

St Michael’s Catholic Church 

Revd Chris Bester 0118 972 3418 

Revd Francis Andrews 0118 972 2354 

chris.bester@btinternet.com 

After Spring and the celebration of 

Easter, with its fulfilment at Pente-

cost, we confidently look forward to 

the warmth and light of Summer 

when everything is in full bloom to 

delight us. 

Here at St Michael’s we continue our 

refurbishment of our Church and try to 

ensure that everyone feels they have a 

part to play in determining how we re-

new our church building. Everyone must 

feel they have a voice to be heard and an 

opinion to be aired and shared. This after 

all is a building where we become chil-

dren of God and grow together in love 

and grace as his family. It should there-

fore have a dignity worthy of that 

status. 

A renewed Church building should be 

the spur for a renewed and invigorated 

congregation: a warm and welcoming 

church should speak of a warm and 

welcoming community. So that is our 

aim. 

It should then lead us to ask "What is 

the purpose of our parish?" To wor-

ship the Lord, first of all. But then to 

ensure that we care for each other and 

support the weakest and most vulner-

able in our communities and in com-

munities throughout the world. 

In July some of our young members will 

be Confirmed. This is an important stage 

for them in their young lives; a rite of 

passage in more ways than one as they 

leave our Junior School and go on to a 

higher stage in their education. 

The Spirit of the Lord is a Spirit of wis-

dom, courage and right judgment. These 

are precisely the qualities our young need 

to be able to survive and thrive in their 

world as they begin to make those deci-

sions which will affect the direction in 

which their lives develop. 

We hope and pray that they remain open 

to the Spirit so that their hearts and minds 

are guided by His wisdom and strength. 

 

FR Chris Bester 

A Charity Shop 
With a Difference 

Sonning Common has its very own charity 

shop; but it’s very different from the usual 

fund-raising vehicle for national charities.  

It is one of four run by the Reading-based 

Christian Community Action (CCA) Min-

istries that exists to support and supply 

affordable clothes and furniture to those of 

our community who are in need. 

Donations of clothes, furniture and gen-

eral goods are either offered to those who 

have very little, who seek our help, or are 

sold in our shops to raise funds to support 

this work. 

The shop in Wood Lane, Sonning Com-

mon, was started two years ago and is 

manned mainly, but not exclusively, by 

Christians from local churches.  Regular 

customers know that they can get more 

than reasonably-priced goods at our 

shop.  Relationships are built up be-

tween volunteer helpers and customers, 

refreshments are often offered (hence a 

small seating area is to be found in the 

centre of the shop floor) and many need-

ing emotional support have been helped. 

From 1st June the dynamics of this work 

are being hitched up a notch in an excit-

ing development. 

Peppard Congregational Church is join-

ing in partnership with CCA in Sonning 

Common, with plans to take its commu-

nity work right into the heart of the 

community. 

The successful and valuable youth pro-

gramme will be run from an office in 

the shop, and eventually more practical 

help, such as debt counselling from 

trained personnel, will be offered to the 

community.  The other local churches 

support us in this work, as we demon-

strate Christ’s love to all who will accept 

it.  We are not aggressively ‘pushing re-

ligion’, and if you ignore the odd clue, 

such as a few bibles and texts around the 

place, no-one need feel uncomfortable if 

this is not their ‘scene’. 

The shop is gradually being revitalised 

under a new manager.  Why not come in 

and have a browse?  And if you are spring 

cleaning and have unwanted goods that 

have enough life in them to be useful to 

someone else, we can facilitate this – our 

own form of re-cycling. 

New Website 
We are pleased to tell you that we now 

have a new website – the address is:  

www.pepcon.plus.com 
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Clubs and Societies 

  Mike Farina  Auto Services 
 

Servicing, repairs and welding for all makes of vehicles 
 

 21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common 

Telephone: 0118 972 4036  
MOT tests arranged 

HAPPY PETS 
Are happier at home whilst their owners roam 

Let us visit, feed, and cuddle daily while you’re away 

VET APPROVED 

Phone/Fax 0118 972 4580 &  0118 924 2589 

Visit our website at www.happyhappypets.co.uk 

Colin Porteous 
                  of Sonning Common 

  Taxi Service 

  0118  972  2193 

Peppard Relief in Need 
A local safety net for helping those who have fallen on hard times 

 If you know someone who could do with a little financial help to get 

them through a crisis, (or you need help yourself) please let us know.  

 Your call will be dealt with in total confidence - just telephone 

Sue Nickson (0118 972 4520) or Pat Fraser (01491 629631) 

Rotherfield United 
Football Club 

For those of you not aware, Rotherfield 

Peppard has its very own junior football 

team. Rotherfield United has been an es-

tablished part of the community since 

1973 and has in excess of 160 players 

aged between 6 and 17 years of age. 

The club is represented in the Reading 

based Hick’s Development and South 

Chiltern Minor Leagues and its teams play 

competitive matches most weekends dur-

ing the football season, enjoying signifi-

cant success in both league and cup com-

petitions. 

Our home pitch and pavilion are on the 

area of ground between Peppard Common 

and the golf course, next to ‘The Dog’ 

public house. 

The club is always on the lookout for new 

sponsors and team members so please feel 

free to contact our Secretary Andy 

Tidswell (0118 9722295) with any ques-

tions or requests for further details. Or 

look up our web site 

www.rotherfieldfc.co.uk 

Peppard WI 

Peppard WI has two very different talks 

coming up. In July, with thoughts of the 

London Promenade Concerts, Pomp & 

Circumstance and all that, we look for-

ward to Wendy Hillary's talk on the life 

and music of Edward Elgar. After our 

summer break in August, we shall return 

to be reminded of that wonderful jewel 

of the WI movement, Denman College, 

just the other side of Abingdon at Mar-

cham. It is open to all WI members 

countrywide and increasingly, to their 

friends and families, to attend short resi-

dential courses in an amazingly wide 

spectrum of subjects. Many WIs, includ-

ing Peppard, offer bursaries to their 

members to help fund the courses. An-

other good reason to join the WI.! 

For further information about Peppard 

WI contact Pamela Davies on 0118 

9723614. 

Peppard Lunch Club 

As usual, there will be no lunch meeting 

in August.   Instead, there will be a garden 

meeting with tea in Caversham on the 

afternoon of Wednesday 9th August.  Full 

details will be announced at the July 

Lunch and will also be available from 

Sally Longhurst on 0118 972 2808. 

Peppard Bowls Club 

The Club is off to a good start, on a 

green that is playing well, thanks to 

Gordon Richens and his helpers.  In 

spite of the inclement weather the Club 

has gained points in the MUL and 

Plomer Cup fixtures and the Monday 

and Thursday afternoons points sessions 

are proving very popular. During July 

the Club will be travelling to venues 

throughout the County and entertaining 

visiting teams at home every weekend 

and on Wednesday evenings, whilst 

some members are taking part in County 

competitions for which we wish them 

well - and may the sun shine! 

On Sunday 13th August the Club annual 

Gala Day is a highlight of the season 

when some 20 teams from Oxfordshire 

and Berkshire take part in a knock-out 

competition and the Club provides a 

stall for bowling equipment and cloth-

ing from Bowls Direct. 

Sonning Common Judo Club 

Bill Howard and Jim Lawson set up the 

Judo Club some thirty-four years ago. Our 

first venue was Chiltern Edge School, 

then Sonning Common Village Hall and 

now we meet in Kidmore End Memorial 

Hall on Thursday evenings. Currently we 

have eighty members. Over the years we 

have been very successful at competitions 

both at home and abroad, gaining individ-

ual medals and trophies for our club. 

Some members who started at six years of 

age have become Black Belts running 

their own clubs, whilst their children are 

now enjoying Judo. 

Members range from 5 to 55 years of age. 

The classes are organised across this large 

age range.  For more information contact 

Jim Lawson on 01491 872294 or 07767 

640215 . 

Peppard Cricket Club 

Peppard Common has been home to 

cricket for over 100 years and we are 

founder members of the Berkshire Cricket 

League.  Of our two Saturday sides, the 

First XI perform strongly in the Premier 

Division and our Second XI, include 

some impressive youngsters, who more 

than hold their own in Division Four. Our 

Sunday side enjoy a long established fix-

ture list of friendly matches against our 

many local rivals. The picturesque ground 

is lovingly maintained by Club stalwarts, 

Martyn and Kenny Evans and is the envy 

of many of our opponents. 

For more information please call Andy 

Bryan on 0118 972 3962 
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Church Services 

Static attended Dustcarts 

Trade Counter 
Bishopsland Farm, Peppard Road, Dunsden, Reading RG4 9NR 

Tel: 0118 972 2028           Fax: 0118 972 4559 

PEPPARD 
BUILDING  SUPPLIES 

Sunday Services at Peppard Congregational Church 

Family Service: 10.30 - 11.45  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

Monday-Friday 09.00 

Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

JULY   

Sat 1 SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s Hall Sat 19 Green Gym/Flowercroft Wood/09.30-12.30 

Mon 3 FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH Office Mon 21 Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion 

    Mobile Library – see below for times and places Sat 26 Green Gym/Kingwood Common/09.30-12.30 

  3&4 Peppard School Production/Chiltern Edge School Thurs 31 Refuse Kerbside Collection (Bank Holiday) - day later 

Sat 8 Green Gym/Peppard Common/09.30-12.30 SEPTEMBER 

Sun 9 Peppard School/Henley Festival Carnival Sat 2 SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s Hall 

Mon 10 Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion Mon 4 FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH Office 

Wed 12 Peppard W I/Elgar/14.30/Memorial Hall Tues 5 Peppard School start Term 1 

Sun 16 St Michael’s Parish Lunch after Family Mass Wed 6 Blood Transfusion/SC Village Hall/10.45-20.15 

Mon 17 Mobile Library – see below for times and places Sat 9 Churches Trust Ride or Stride/Ian Fraser - 01491 629631 

Wed 19 CRUSE Coffee Morning/10-11.30/SC Village Hall Sun 10 Peppard 10K Run/Walk in Aid of Feed the Children/13.30/ 

    Peppard Lunch Club/12.15/Memorial Hall     See article on Page 4 

Thurs 20 FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office Mon 11 Mobile Library – see below for times and places 

Sat 22 Green Gym/Flowercroft Wood/09.30-12.30     Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion 

Mon 24 Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion Wed 13 Peppard WI/Denman College/14.30/Memorial Hall 

Thurs 27 Green Gym/Kennylands Field/09.30-12.30 Wed 20 CRUSE Coffee Morning/10-11.30/SC Village Hall 

    Peppard School end Term 6     Peppard Lunch Club/12.15/Memorial Hall 

Sat 29 Green Gym/Kingwood Common/09.30-12.30 Thurs 21 Green Gym/Spring Wood/09.30-12.30 

Mon 31 Mobile Library – see below for times and places     FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office 

AUGUST Fri 22 Feast of St Michael/Parish Supper 

Sat 5 SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s Hall Sat 23 St Michael’s/Catholic Mission 

Mon 7 FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH Office     Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting/10.00/Pavilion 

    Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion     All Saints’ /Concert “To the Children”/19.30 

Wed 9 Peppard Lunch Club Tea Party Caversham Sun 24 St Michael’s/Catholic Mission 

Mon 14 Mobile Library – see below for times and places Mon 25 Mobile Library – see below for times and places 

Thurs 17 FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office Sat 30 Green Gym/Peppard Common/09.30-12.30 

Mobile Library – places & times (School: 15.00-15.15) (Unicorn: 15.25-15.40) FISH Office:  0118 972 3986   (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) 

Green Gym: Robin Howles – 0118 9723528 Peppard Lunch Club: Sally Longhurst 0118 9722808 

Month July August September 

Date 5th 11th 19th 26th 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th 6th 13th 20th 27th 

Place RP SC RP SC RP SC RP SC RP SC RP SC RP 

Kerbside 

GdnWste                  
31st 
 

        

Place: RP = Peppard Xroads, SC = behind Gateway. Garden waste will NOT be accepted, ONLY Non-recyclable general.  Times: Wed 8-11 

Sunday Services 
at All Saints’ 

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCT Notes 

2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24‡ 1 *   Joint Benefice Service at 
     All Saints’ 
  
‡   Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

09.00 Communion               

10.30 Communion (sung)       *               

10.30 Matins                          

10.30 Family Service                          

10.30 Sunday School                           

18.30 Evensong               


