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On Tuesday 29th October, my childhood 

friend Steph and I joined the Tecla, a 100 

years old Dutch gaff ketch, in Auckland, 

New Zealand to fulfil an old dream: sail-

ing round the mighty Cape Horn!  Gentle 

sailing weather took us to the Chatham 

Islands, 700 miles to the south, where we 

spent two nights at anchor getting ready 

for our next passage with two other Dutch 

Tall Ships: Europa and Oosterschelde.  

On 8th November, we set off on the voy-

age of a lifetime. In the White Watch from 

04.00-08.00 and 16.00-20.00 every day, 

we helped steer the boat and man the 

heavy sails.  The highlight of our day was 

the 06.00 bowl of warm porridge on deck, 

it was that cold!  Albatrosses became our 

friends, swooping around the boat and 

landing in our wake before taking off 

again.  Beautiful hourglass dolphins came 

and played in the bow wave, pilot whales 

swam astern, we spotted a sperm whale 

and even a pod of killer whales.  We 

sailed mostly downwind in strong NW to 

SW winds, climbing up then surfing down 

liquid mountains. Tecla rode big waves 

beautifully, much to our relief.  

At 03.30 on 3rd December, we all came on 

deck, battered by rain and heavy wind, as 

we rounded the Horn flying at 9 knots 

under storm jib alone. A bottle of rum 

and a bar of Toblerone made the rounds!  

Once into the South Atlantic, the 

weather deteriorated and we had to hove 

to for the next 36hrs before heading 

North to the 50° South meridian and 

then gybing on a course to the Falkland 

Islands.  To qualify for our Cape Horn 

medals, we had to sail from 50° South in 

the Pacific to 50° South in the Atlantic, 

3,000 miles without using the engine.   

We finally entered Stanley harbour in a 

fitting hail shower after 31 days at sea 

on 8th December at midnight!  We had 

big celebrations down below well into 

the night. As daylight broke, we could 

see Europa swinging at anchor further 

up the bay against the background of 

Mount Tumbledown.  Oosterschelde 

caught up with us a day later.   

We had a fantastic week sailing around 

the very windy Falkland Islands, picking 

fresh mussels off the beach and visiting 

penguin colonies. After an amazing six 

weeks, it was time to leave our little 

floating home and rejoin the real world! 

Virginia Davis 

became ‘Gadgety Girl’ for all the equip-

ment in her office, craft room, kitchen and 

living room.  

After Godfrey (Gus), her husband, died so 

suddenly seventeen years ago, she said 

‘There’s no point in worrying about any-

thing. What’s going to happen will happen 

and there’s nothing we can do about it.’ 

How right she was. 

Sonning Common and Peppard Parishes 

have benefited greatly from her work with 

FISH, Sonning Common Village Hall, the 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, Pep-

pard News and more. She had many 

friends in both communities and beyond, 

including neighbours who took on walk-

ing her Belgian Shepherd dogs, Janus and 

Sefton, after her husband died. Penny’s 

involvement with Peppard News has been 

invaluable. She readily came forward in 

response to Lord Silsoe’s call for volun-

teers to ensure the future of our newspaper 

in August 2005. She took on the tasks of 

contacting and following up everyone 

who contributes, setting up and managing 

the email address, collating dates and 

compiling the diary, assisting with proof-

reading and taking an active role at team 

meetings. Even as her health deteriorated, 

she kept her hand in, making her views 

known and commenting on any issues 

which arose. 

An intelligent, creative and gifted lady, 

she lived her life with humour, courage 

and dignity. It’s a pleasure and a privilege 

to have known Penny. We all miss her and 

our thoughts are with her family. 

Jennifer Smith 

Penny Harvey 1944-2014 
Penny joined Molesmith Tunnels as 

‘Girl-Friday’ during the ‘70s. She be-

came involved not only with our com-

pany and family but also the charity I 

was running, to which she gave her time 

freely. Our office was the best run in the 

area, thanks to her, and I wish I had her 

ability to run a finger down a column of 

figures and write the total at the bottom! 

She resisted converting to computers but 

was hooked once she did. The only 

complaint my husband, James, has is 

that he lost every argument as she al-

ways took my part.  

From a young age, Penny suffered from 

arthritis but, as her dexterity declined, 

she found ways to adapt and continued 

to do so throughout her life with deter-

mination and perseverance. To us, she 

Sailing the Southern Seas 
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Our Schools 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary 

School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Christine Bradbury 

HOBBS OF HENLEY LTD  
THE BOAT PEOPLE 
at HENLEY-on-THAMES 

DAY BOAT HIRE - PASSENGER BOAT AND PARTY HIRE 

Repairs, Fuels & Service 

BOAT & ENGINE SALES  

Established over 130 years - Telephone (sales) 01491 572 035 

 

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services 
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),  

or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonygoodchild@btinternet.com 

for a free quote and call out 

www.mrf1xit.co.uk 

 

Peppard School 
The year has started well, a little soggy 

but thankfully not the snow of last year! 

We have a term full of sport: KS2 are 

taking part in sports hall athletics compe-

titions and tag rugby tournaments against 

other local primaries and KS1 are having 

dance lessons. All this is supplementary 

to the usual PE sessions that the children 

have each week, which include swimming 

and various other sports and skills held on 

the Common.  

Mr Steele has also started a running club 

that has proved very successful. The chil-

dren, coach and Mr Steele complete a 1K 

run around the local area before school 

starts! 

We are now gearing up for the Henley 

Youth Festival and will be taking part in 

various workshops, musical ensembles 

and art competitions: KS1 will visit the 

Kenton theatre to see Peter and the Wolf. 

The older children are going to see a 

Young Shakespeare Company perform-

ance of The Tempest. 

We are very proud of the children in 

Greys Class. They have come first in a 

national competition run by Orchard 

Books. The children devised and filmed a 

video about Katie, the main character in 

one of James Mayhew’s books, going on 

an adventure in Greys Class Art Gallery. 

On 6th March, the author will be visiting 

us to talk about his books and answer the 

children’s questions. 

The coffee morning and cake sale was a 

great success and we raised over £250 for 

Help the Heroes! The children and parents 

did a sterling job and we had lots of cakes 

left over to sell in the playground, raising 

even more money. Thanks to the local 

community for all their support and for 

helping us to raise money for this very 

worthy charity. 

Fiona Hilton 

Fundraising Activities!  
Friends of Peppard School (FOPS) have 

had a busy start to the year, with fund-

raising and activities for the school. So 

far, money raised has been spent on 

travel for school trips, tennis lessons, 

Christmas lunch (including Father 

Christmas’s visit), waterproof all-in-

ones to allow the Foundation year chil-

dren to play outdoors, and recorders for 

Years 3 and 4 children as part of our 

music programme.  

The really great news is that saved 

money (raised in previous years) has 

been spent on computers - iPad minis for 

Foundation Stage and hybrid PCs 

(which disconnect to become tablets) for 

the older children. The children are 

really excited about the new computers 

and they are regularly put to good use, 

including keeping the school website, 

www.peppardprimary.co.uk, updated 

with pictures and activities.  

We also owe a huge thank you to all our 

sponsors who support our school calen-

dar. As usual the calendar was a great 

success and wouldn't be possible with-

out the generosity of some of our finest 

local businesses. 

We are a registered charity and a parent 

run organisation, headed by an executive 

committee with two very simple aims: 

a) to raise the maximum funds possible, 

and  b) to have the maximum fun possi-

ble whilst doing it! 

Shenan Swanwick 

Peppard Toddler Group 
We celebrate different events throughout 

the year such as the recent Chinese New 

Year and Valentine’s Day. Father Christ-

mas visited our Christmas Party, giving 

each child a book. Bronwyn asked 

whether he was the real Father Christmas, 

and all the children were absolutely en-

thralled to hear about Rudolf’s bout of ill 

health and preparations for Christmas in 

the North Pole. Our next major event will 

be the Easter Egg Hunt and meanwhile we 

have our normal weekly activities.  

Thanks to all our committee members for 

their hard work. Congratulations to Eliza-

beth Ballantyne who is leaving us to re-

turn to work in London, and welcome to 

our new member, Becky Jackson. As 

Committee Members Emma, Jane, Julie 

and Caroline will be leaving soon, we are 

looking for new volunteers.  

We are a friendly, volunteer mum-lead 

group based locally and welcome all fami-

lies and carers. Contact me on 0118 972 

3547 if you would like more information. 

Caroline Jones 

Flood Gates Opened! 
Peapods Nursery School is only six weeks 

away from our first anniversary, and what 

started last year as a slow trickle of chil-

dren joining us has increased to a raging 

torrent. We have built up an excellent 

reputation this year and are determined to 

maintain these high standards. 

We are currently full for most sessions, so 

we are advertising for a new full time 

member of staff to join our team from 

April. For details of the position: visit 

www.peapodsnurseryschool.com/jobs. 

For more information please see our web-

site, and if you are searching for a nursery 

school or holiday club, or wish to visit, 

please contact me on 01491 628395. 

Louisa Hopcroft 
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Our Young Achievers 

Promotion for Kayaker Sam 
In Peppard we are rightly proud of our 

potential Olympian, seventeen year old 

Sam Kirschstein, who lives with his fam-

ily in Church Lane, Peppard. He is the 

only Junior in the GB squad to move up to 

senior level at The Nationals for the next 

season starting in April this year. Says 

Sam ‘I'm going for a K1 spot next year 

and to get that I need to take ten seconds 

off my personal best. My goals for next 

year are the Junior European Champion-

ships in Paris and the Junior World Cham-

pionships in Hungary.’ Sam's two older 

brothers were also Junior International 

Champions and now brother Nico, study-

ing physio, is Sam's personal physio. A 

pupil at Henley College, Sam hopes to go 

to university and has his sights set on 

Kingston where he could carry on kayak-

ing at the Royal Canoe Club. He has been 

supported by the Lloyds TSB Local He-

roes Scheme and listed by UK Sport for 

funding for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 

Games.  

Keep paddling, Sam, Peppard is right be-

hind you! 

Peppard School Achievers 
At our most recent Editorial meeting our 

Junior Editors, Darcey, Harry, Kaan and 

Lillibeth, told us about two fellow pu-

pils who they felt should be mentioned 

as Young Achievers. The Junior Editors 

readily agreed to interview them. I think 

you will agree Darcey and Harry have 

done a brilliant job, so congratulations 

to them for their journalism and to India 

and Eleanor for their achievements! 

Sue Nickson 

 India Paton 

India Paton is Year Six pupil at Peppard 

Primary School, she swims for Reading 

Swimming Squad and competes against a 

number of other squads in the county. 

Recently India was awarded the squad cup 

– a new award for Reading Swimming 

Squad making her the first person to win 

this.  She received the award for making 

the greatest amount of progress this year, 

showing the greatest amount of determi-

nation and the highest level of attendance 

– she trains five times a week including 

05.45-7.00 on a Monday morning before 

school. 

India also holds the cup record for the 

fastest 100 metre freestyle in the under 

10s category. 

Eleanor Whittle 
Eleanor Whittle is a Year Six student  at 

Peppard Primary School , she is a syn-

chronised swimmer for Henley Syn-

chronised Swimming Club and com-

petes in many competitions each year. 

Eleanor’s latest achievement is winning 

a Bronze Medal in the National Syn-

chronised Swimming Competition 

(where nearly all of the squads go to), 

which is a great achievement for her and 

her squad. Eleanor started in July 2011 

and feels she has improved greatly, she 

goes twice a week (Thursday and Sun-

day) at the Sports Centre in Gillots.  

Eleanor’s favourite ever medal is the 

bronze one which she got for getting 3rd 

best attendance. 

Eleanor’s goal in synchronised swimming 

is to get skill one which is a very hard 

task. Her role model is her coach Miki, 

when she was asked why, she replied 

‘Because she takes the time and effort to 

teach and help us to learn, she is also very 

good’. 

Eleanor thinks she likes synchronised 

swimming a lot but just as a hobby, not as 

a career. Her squad consists of around ten 

girls and they all work together but she 

said ‘There is a lot of room for improve-

ment altogether’. 

Eleanor competes in 8-9 competitions 

each year and enjoys them a lot for the 

excitement, but it needs lots of team work 

and a tonne of practice. 

Darcy and Harry 

India started swimming for the squad in 

January 2012, after being spotted by a 

member of the swimming squad during a 

gala and was then given the opportunity 

to become part of the squad.  ‘I was 

really lucky to be given this opportunity 

– I said Yes because it was something 

different to do and I love to compete.’ 

When asked who her role model was 

India said ‘Rebecca Addlington because 

she is a female swimmer who is an 

Olympic Gold Medallist.’ 

Darcy Smith 

Do you need an Accountant? 

 

Phone Keith Jefferies ACMA 
on 0118-9722611 or 07749-415264 

  for a free initial consultation 

 Self assessment  Accounts 

 VAT  Companies House returns 

 Corporation tax returns  Business advice 
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 Parish Council 
Chairman: David Hammond 

01491 628774 / 07798 763795 

Parish Clerk: Linda Collison 

7 Grange Avenue, Rotherfield Peppard, 

Henley on Thames, Oxon RG9 5LD 

01491 629676 

e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Paul Harrison 

0118 972 2665 

& Alan Rooke—01491 572919 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 

07769 808773 

e-mail: 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 

meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30 

in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 

Diary for dates and times. 

Parish Council News 
A major activity for the Parish Council is 

to review all Planning Applications in the 

Parish and make recommendations to 

South Oxfordshire District Council 

(SODC).  Applications need to be consid-

ered from the point of view of the poli-

cies in the approved South Oxfordshire 

Local Plan. The vast majority of applica-

tions are straightforward and get ap-

proved without delay.  In some cases the 

Parish Council has concerns and these are 

supported by SODC.  Recently there have 

been examples where the Parish Council 

has been overruled by SODC. 

The decision to allow the building of a 

new house in the garden of the Red 

House on Kingwood Common was op-

posed by the Parish Council and a large 

group of local residents who attended the 

SODC Planning Meeting one evening in 

January.  However SODC approved it on 

the basis that their new Core Strategy 

allows ‘in-fill’ development in small set-

tlements and views Kingwood Common 

as a sustainable settlement.  The impact 

of the development on the character of 

the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB) was not considered suf-

ficiently serious in this case. 

Another recent approval was given to the 

change of use of the old kennels in the 

middle of Manor Farm to become a 

house.  Access to the house will be via 

the recently constructed track from the 

B481 which was justified as an agricul-

tural access.  Again, the Parish Council 

had opposed this. 

The Parish Council very much supports 

the planning enforcement orders that 

were made some time ago relating to the 

concrete mixing and demolition busi-

nesses which operated at Manor Farm.  

After an expensive 5 day appeal which 

SODC won, the businesses were eventu-

ally relocated a short distance within the 

site.  A further enforcement notice has 

now been issued and this is being ap-

pealed by the applicant.  The Parish 

Council is frustrated that while the legal 

processes go on, the businesses continue 

to disrupt the neighbourhood. 

Another Planning Appeal is taking place 

against the refusal of Planning Permission 

by SODC to erect two new houses to re-

place Mulberry House on the B481.  

This follows the eventual approval, after 

two previous schemes were refused, to 

build three new houses in the gardens of 

Mulberry House. 

We live in peaceful rural surroundings 

and many residents would like to keep it 

that way.  This will not happen unless 

inappropriate development is opposed.  

You can help in several ways:  by ex-

pressing your views on such develop-

ments when they come up for Planning 

Permission; by joining the Parish Coun-

cil and supporting its work or by making 

your views clear to candidates at the 

forthcoming elections to South Oxford-

shire District Council next year. 

David Hammond 

Speed Surveys Within  
the Parish 

Following concerns expressed about 

speeding traffic on the B481 near Bolts 

Cross and also along Church Lane out-

side the school, David Bartholomew, 

our local Oxfordshire County Council-

lor, has agreed to fund two speed sur-

veys.  These will help to establish the 

scale of the problem and also assess the 

effect of the recent change of speed 

limit to 40mph around Bolts Cross. 

Third Reading Bridge 
The recent flooding and extended closure 

of Sonning Bridge has resurrected the 

idea of a third bridge over the Thames at 

Reading.  In January, Reading Borough 

Council passed a resolution, with all party 

support, calling on local authorities in 

South Oxfordshire to work with them and 

Wokingham District Council to design a 

scheme to improve traffic in the wider 

Reading area. 

Supporters envisage a bridge connecting 

with the A329(M) at Thames Valley Park 

and joining the Reading-Henley road near 

Caversham Park Village.  They see the 

bridge as an effective replacement for 

Sonning Bridge, diverting some local 

traffic away from the centres of  

Caversham and Reading. 

Opponents are concerned about additional 

traffic which would use the Henley Road 

and, more importantly, the B481 through 

Sonning Common and Rotherfield Pep-

pard up to Nettlebed and the M40. 

A public meeting was organised by Rob 

Wilson, MP for East Reading, on 6th Feb-

ruary.  The meeting was very well at-

tended – mainly by residents of Caver-

sham and Emmer Green – and over-

whelmingly supported the idea of a new 

bridge.  A panel of councillors from  

Wokingham, Reading and Oxfordshire 

was joined by the Deputy Chair of the 

Thames Valley Local Enterprise Partner-

ship to answer questions. 

A meeting is planned in March between 

local MPs – including John Howell – and 

the various local authorities.   

The Parish Council would like to under-

stand the views of local residents: Do you 

support or oppose plans for a new bridge?  

Please email your comments to the Parish 

Clerk, clerk@rppc.org.uk, or write to the 

address shown in the panel. 

Annual Litter Blitz 
The Annual Village Litter Blitz will take 

place on Saturday 10th May.  Volunteers 

are asked to meet outside the Unicorn at 

10.00.  Hi-Viz jackets and collecting bags 

will be provided but please bring your 

own gardening gloves.  Depending on 

numbers we will collect litter from as 

many parts of the Parish as possible. 
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 Shoe Repairs       Dry Cleaning         Alterations 

Haberdashery         Knitting Yarns 

 

23c Wood Lane, Sonning Common 
0118 972 3358 

Occasions 

Beating the Bounds 
The annual Beating the Bounds walk will 

take place on Sunday 25th May.  The walk 

is based on the ancient Church of England 

tradition of marking the boundaries of the 

Parish.  We use it as an opportunity to 

explore parts of our civil parish.  Meet 

outside the Red Lion on the Top Common 

at 14.30 and join us for an organised 

walk.  Children are particularly welcome. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held 

on Saturday 26th April at 10.00 in the 

Peppard War Memorial Hall on Gallow-

stree Road.  Following the meeting we 

will also hold an Annual General Meeting 

of the Sports Pavilion and Field Charity, 

which is responsible for the Pavilion and 

Sports Ground on the Stoke Row Road.  

This is an opportunity for all residents to 

understand the finances and other aspects 

of the charity, formed after the Second 

World War ‘for the purposes of a public 

open space and war memorial playing 

field for the village of Peppard and to the 

provision of a pavilion thereon to be used 

in connection therewith’.   

The Parish Council is the sole Trustee of 

the charity volunteers willing to help  

develop and maintain this important  

facility would be welcomed. 

Dog Owners Beware 
We have received a complaint from the 

farmer at Kingwood Farm that a dog 

was loose amongst his sheep during 

lambing at the end of January.  Dog 

owners are reminded that all dogs 

should be on a lead or ‘under close con-

trol’ on any enclosed land with sheep – 

and not to do so is an offence.  Legally, 

farmers are permitted to shoot dogs that 

are worrying, or about to worry, animals 

provided that the action was necessary 

to protect the livestock and that it was 

reported to the police within 48 hours.  

So dog owners – keep your dogs under 

control. 

Village Play Area 
The Parish Council is moving ahead with 

a feasibility study for a children’s play 

area to be sited on the Top Common, near 

the lay-by on the link road between the 

B481 and Colliers Lane.  The Commons 

Conservators and the owners have set out 

some conditions that would need to be 

met but are not opposing the concept.  

This work follows the Community Plan 

Survey which identified significant sup-

port for the idea of a play area within the 

Parish.  

Councillor Vacancy 
There is a vacancy on the Parish Coun-

cil.  If you live or work in the Parish and 

can spare some time to support the local 

community please contact Linda Colli-

son 01491 629676. 

From John Howell MP 
In his latest letter dated mid-February 

2014, John Howell discusses the debate 

over whether there should be another 

bridge over the Thames into South Ox-

fordshire.  Says John Howell 'the subject 

caught the interest of the media and a 

range of 'rumours' on what was being 

proposed began to emerge.   

Together with Rob Wilson, MP for 

Reading East, I have called a meeting to 

get the lead authorities involved with 

this around the table to set down differ-

ent ideas and views and thus enable a 

constructive discussion on the matter.' 

If you would like to subscribe to John 

Howell's free e-newsletter you can email 

him at 

john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.

com. 

Sonning Common Library 
Needs You! 

Oxfordshire County Council will with-

draw some of its funding from the library 

from April 2015, which will result in the 

staff budget being reduced. The post of 

Library Manager will continue to be 

funded and a member of staff will be on 

duty during the 25 hours a week it is open 

but volunteers are needed to support pro-

fessional staff.  It is estimated that 28 

hours of volunteer time is required every 

week which could be covered by about 30 

volunteers who are able to cover a two or 

three hour session once a fortnight.  The 

Library Service will offer full training and 

support to volunteers.  The Friends of 

Sonning Common Library will host a 

meeting, supported by OCC, for anyone 

wishing to find out more about volunteer-

ing on Thursday 20th March at 20.00. at 

the Library. Expressions of interest can 

also be addressed to Rosemary Dunstan at 

Sonning Common Library, Grove Road, 

Sonning Common. 

Ros Varnes 

Peppard News Publications 

will hold their  

AGM 
on  

Thursday 1st May at 19.30 

in the  

Sports Pavilion 

on Stoke Row Road 

We would like to welcome all of our  

readers, distributors, contributors  

and advertisers. 

Please join us and give the Peppard News 

Editorial Team your views on  

your newspaper. 

Light refreshments will be served  

from 19.00 



 

 

Our Village 

TANDOORI 
Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 
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Boundary Update 
The on-going Community Governance 

Review conducted by South Oxfordshire 

District Council (SODC) into towns and 

parishes in the district has been covered in 

the last two issues of Peppard News. 

Sonning Common Parish Council recently 

confirmed its submission for the boundary 

between itself and Rotherfield Peppard to 

be moved northwards to include Shiplake 

Bottom, Gravel Hill, Gravel Hill Crescent, 

Green Trees, Blounts Court Road, Priory 

Copse, Hillcrest Lane, Butlers Yard, 

Sally’s Pitch and parts of Gallowstree 

Road and Blounts Court Road.  The 

SODC working group let it be known that, 

whilst they rejected this boundary, they 

were ‘minded’ to recommend a less dra-

matic change – but one which would still 

move the boundary to include the area 

south of Gallowstree Road and west of the 

Stoke Row Road to Sonning Common. 

We circulated a leaflet to all affected resi-

dents showing a map of the two proposals 

and inviting residents to make comments 

to SODC.  At the Parish Council Meeting 

in January, 38 people came along to ex-

press their concerns.  Following the meet-

ing, the Parish Council formally re-

sponded to SODC and set out reasons why 

the existing boundaries should remain 

unchanged.  We also sent copies of 52 

letters and emails received from members 

of the public opposed to the changes.  In-

cluding those who contacted the Parish 

Council by phone or by other means, 71 

responses were received – of which only 

one was in favour of the change.  Other 

residents may have contacted SODC and 

not informed the Parish Council. 

The SODC working group made its final 

recommendations to the full Council and 

is recommending that no changes be made 

to the boundary between Rotherfield Pep-

pard and Sonning Common.   However, 

assuming this recommendation is accepted 

by the full Council on 20th February, the 

recommendations will go for public con-

sultation.  It has been recommended that 

the end date for this consultation be ex-

tended until the end of May 2014. 

During the consultation period, it is likely 

that Sonning Common Parish will be put-

ting up a vigorous campaign for a change 

in line with the original recommendations.  

It is therefore important that all resi-

dents write again to SODC during the 

consultation period expressing support 

for maintaining the existing boundaries.  
Send comments to 

cgr@southandvale.gov.uk  or write to 

CGR, Legal and Democratic Services, 

South Oxfordshire District Council, Ben-

son Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Walling-

ford, Oxon, OX10 8ED and please send 

a copy to RPPC (Page 4 for address). 

See www.rppc.gov.uk for updates. 

Looking ahead, the working group has 

also recommended that consideration be 

given to simplifying future changes by 

considering them on an on-going basis 

and delegating the decisions from Full 

Council to a committee.  Any future 

proposals for boundary changes might 

therefore be more difficult to resist.  Full 

details will be presented in July. 

David Hammond 

Peppard War  
Memorial Hall 

We have recently enjoyed a busy time, 

with the Hall being well used by local 

residents together with the regular clubs. 

We are delighted that Peppard School is 

Commons News 
Over 150 people attended the Commons 

and Village History weekend at Nettle-

bed Village Hall on 25th and 26th Janu-

ary, organised by the Chilterns Conser-

vation Board's Commons Project, which 

was combined with the annual Friends of 

the Commons meeting. It was a great 

success, with guided Commons walks 

and displays on local history.  

Have you seen our brand new leaflet 

about the Commons? If you would like 

one, please ask one of the Conserva-

tors or contact the clerk by phone or 

email: 01491 641199, or 

clerk@nettlebed-commons.org. 

Peppard School mows and uses a portion 

of Peppard Common for their external 

recreation - particularly during the sum-

mer. This area is becoming worn, so 

permission has been granted by the Con-

servators for the school to mow an adja-

cent area to allow the existing area to 

recover and revitalise.  

As always, we are extremely grateful to 

those who volunteer to help maintain our 

beautiful Commons (Green Gym and 

KPCV). Everyone is welcome and it is a 

wonderful way to meet people and enjoy 

working together. Please see the Diary 

for the volunteer group (KPCV) meets.  

Nigel Wooding 

News from Club SC 
Club SC continues to receive tremendous 

support from local people.  It needs 

£14,500 pa for basic running costs.  

Contributors this year have included 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council and 

Nottakwire which has contributed towards 

the costs of activities. 

PCSO Boyes noticed a large number of 

children cycling without lights and asked 

local businesses and organisations to do-

nate raffle prizes.  The raffle raised £190 

and twenty seven bicycle lights were 

bought and given to children at Club SC. 

So winners all round – well done PCSO 

Boyes, a child's life could well be saved! 

Do you have a hobby or craft you feel 

may interest the young people?  If so, and 

you could give a demonstration at Club 

SC, please contact me at 

carolviney@aol.com 

Carol Viney, Chairman  

now using the hall for dance classes on a 

Monday and we hope to forge further 

links with the school in the future. 

Your Management Committee has sub-

mitted a comprehensive document to 

SODC in order to bid for funding to pro-

vide disabled toilet facilities, together 

with an upgrade of the cloakrooms. We 

should hear if we are successful in April. 

Other sources of funding have been ap-

proached and we are very pleased that the 

Parish Council has earmarked £2,500 

towards the work which, all being well, 

should commence in the spring. 

Plans are now being made for our Com-

memoration of the start of the First World 

War on 4th August. Your Hall was con-

structed in honour of those local soldiers 

that did not return so it is fitting that we 

should have a Tea Party – there will be 

more detail nearer the time. 

If any readers have stories to tell of this 

time in our history I would be very 

pleased to hear from you. 

Contact details are on our website: 

www.peppardwarmemorialhall.btik.com  

or telephone 0118 972 4154. I very much 

look forward to hearing from you. 

Clive Mills 
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Greys Court 
Mothers’ Day is on Sunday 30th March 

when Greys Court will have a lucky dip 

for all Mothers who visit.  

There’ll be a Cadbury Easter egg hunt on 

Friday 18th and Monday 21st April, and the 

annual Blooming Bluebells guided tours 

will be on Friday 25th  and Saturday 26th 

April and on 2nd and 3rd May. Further de-

tails at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/greys-

court  or  01491 628529.  

Greys Court is re-opening on 3rd March; 

this winter was the last one during which 

Greys Court was closed. It will only close 

on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in 

future.  

This year we have our new tea room, The 

Cowshed.  It was originally home to the 

Brunner’s herd of prize winning Guernsey 

cattle and it has now been converted into a 

lovely space for enjoying a wide variety of 

food and drink. 

Louise Walker 

FISH on the Move 
Ann Butler-Smith first had the idea of 

starting a volunteer organisation in the 

community in 1978. Little did she know 

that the FISH Volunteer Centre would 

expand until it outgrew the office has 

occupied since 1980. At the time, it 

must have been amazing to have a 

proper office in which to operate this 

new charity. We have now been in this 

little office in Sonning Common Village 

Hall for 32 years and it is certainly time 

to move. The office helpers often work 

under great pressure, the phone seems to 

ring constantly and there are always lots 

people popping in and out. 

I am sure many 

local residents 

will know the 

doctor's old 

surgery at Dr 

Hemphill's 

house, on the 

corner of Wood 

Lane and Ken-

nylands Road? 

Well, that is 

where FISH is 

moving to. At 

375 sq.ft. it is 

nearly four 

times the size 

of our old office! 

There are two good sized rooms and a 

kitchenette; just right for clients to drop 

in and have a cup of tea and a chat. (We 

need some volunteers to help us with 

that!).  

I know that Mary Norris, our office 

manager, has plenty of new ideas to 

implement in the coming months and 

we now have a computer to help us get 

up to date. This was generously sup-

plied by the Lions Club of Henley, com-

plete with some software.  

What FISH manages to do in the com-

munity is amazing but is only possible 

because of the wonderful volunteers 

who give their time, but you know what 

I am going to say: Yes, we need more 

volunteers, car drivers (there is a mile-

age allowance), office and other helpers, 

mini bus drivers and home visitors. 

Please get in touch if you can help. 

There are always people out there who we 

have yet to reach. So in the last six months 

a new mini bus, at great expense, a new 

computer and now new premises.  

What next you may ask? Well, when we 

have settled into the new premises and 

sorted out all those little problems and  

recruited some more volunteers along the 

way, we will start looking forward: such 

as running errands for the housebound.  

We will also create a Friends of FISH for 

a small membership fee to help boost 

funds, and encourage people to leave 

FISH a legacy in their Wills to help with 

the work we do.  

A newsletter is also on the list for the near 

future, maybe twice a year to keep every-

body up to date with what is going on.  

During the last year we have asked people 

to donate any unwanted jewellery, silver 

and gold items as we have good connec-

tions in Hatton Garden. This has already 

raised many hundreds of pounds for our 

funds.  

We hope to expand this even more. FISH 

is looking to a bright future in the coming 

years.  Contact me on: 0118 972 4520 or 

07768 918501, or email chair-

man@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 

Fred Nickson 

The Cowshed 

Another Birthday for Our 
Oldest Resident! 

Mrs Mollie Walker celebrated her 105th 

birthday in February! Belated good 

wishes, Mrs Walker from all of us at  

Peppard News. 

I am pleased to inform you that Mrs 

Walker is fit and well and still enjoys 

walking her dog. 

Sue Nickson 

Health Walks 
With Spring approaching (we hope!) it’s 

good to get out into the beautiful local 

countryside for a brisk walk to banish the 

winter blues. I know there is a lot of mud 

around at the moment, but I’m sure it will 

start to dry out soon, and the Health 

Walks timetable provides a programme of 

walks (10 in all, and all free!) to suit all 

levels of fitness and ability. After Easter  

the new timetable will have new starting 

places, and we hope to include as many 

‘bluebell’ routes as possible to take advan-

tage of the natural beauty around us. 

The timetable is available from the li-

brary, the Health Centre and the Herb 

Farm, or  the websites: 

www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/

timetable or www.PeppardNews.co.uk. If 

you’d like to talk to someone about the 

health walks, phone Colin Davies on 0118 

972 2527 

Rosemary Dunstan 
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All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk 

Rector: Revd Canon Graham Foulis Brown  0118 972 3987 

 

Churchwardens: Adrienne Heriot 01491 629254 

  Margaret Woodward 0118 972 2296 

UNIT 12, MANOR FARM, PEPPARD COMMON, RG9 5LA 

YOUR LOCAL GLASS AND GLAZING COMPANY 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 

We also supply & install or supply only all types of windows, 

doors and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904 

PEMBROKE GLASS 

From the Rectory 
There seems to be a strange Easter school 

holiday this year – all but a couple of days 

of it before Easter. It is perhaps a ‘late’ 

Easter but it was four days later as re-

cently as 2011. I have always supported 

the idea of a fixed Easter. 

But before Easter we remember the forty 

days Jesus spent in the Judean Desert, ‘the 

wilderness’ as he prepared for his public 

ministry, by our keeping of Lent. As you 

drive from Jerusalem down to Jericho in 

your air conditioned coach you get very 

little idea of how bleak and inhospitable 

the wilderness is. Apart from endless un-

dulating shale (forget about sand) all you 

see is the occasional Bedouin camp, with 

the camels parked outside.   

We don’t have to go off anywhere for 

Lent, though baptism candidates in the 

Early Church went away for all forty 

days, before being baptised at the Easter 

Vigil but it’s as well to do something to 

mark the season. I knew someone who 

gave up cigarettes but (amazingly) always 

started again on Easter Day. Some people 

forego alcohol, some make adjustments to 

their diet. I know someone who gives up 

chocolate and someone else who eschews 

dairy products.  

In the parishes, there will be a Lent 

Course on Wednesday afternoons at 

2.00pm, at Christ the King, using this 

year’s York Course and starting on 

Wednesday 12th for five Wednesdays. 

Everybody is, as ever, welcome. 

Graham   

Christian Unity 
In January, people from all the local 

churches in the area came together to St 

John the Baptist, Kidmore End, to mark 

the week of prayer for Christian Unity. 

5th Annual Choirs’ Festival 
On Saturday 25th January at St. Mary’s 

Church, Henley, the 5th Annual Choirs’ 

festival was held. Local choirs from the 

area, including All Saints’, came to-

gether to sing Vivaldi’s Gloria after 

performing individual works. The solo-

ists for the evening were Rebecca Bell 

and Marion Olsen. The Macmillan 

Nurses was the chosen charity this year. 

Women’s World  
Day of Prayer 

This cross-denominational service will be 

hosted by Springwater Congregational 

Church and will take place on Friday 7th 

March at 14.00. All are welcome to come 

and attend this service – men, women and 

children. 

Looking Ahead 
The monthly Parish Prayer meetings are 

held in the Parish Room, on the second 

Monday of each month at 19.45. Anyone 

is welcome to attend these meetings. Fur-

ther information can be obtained from 

Nick Launders on 01491 628243. 

Mothering Sunday this year is on 30th 

March when a service of Family Com-

munion will be held at 10.30 (The clocks 

will have gone forward the night before). 

The young people of the Church give out 

posies of flowers during the service. 

A Joint Benefice Devotional Hour Service 

will take place at All Saints’ on Good 

Friday, 18th April at 14.00. All are wel-

come to attend this service. The Annual 

Parochial Church meeting will take place 

in the parish room at All Saints’ on Tues-

day 29th April at 20.00.  

Full details are always available at 

www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk  

Margaret Woodward 

House for Duty  
Associate Priest 

The Bishop of Dorchester has appointed 

the Revd Susan Cooper as House for 

Duty Associate Priest in the Benefice.  

Susan is originally from England, but 

has been living in New Zealand for 

many years.  Susan and Ron, her New 

Zealand-born husband, will be arriving 

in March and will be living in tempo-

rary accommodation until their furniture 

and belongings arrive in Peppard. 

The licensing of our new Assistant 

Priest takes place on Sunday 16th March 

during the 11.00 service at St John the 

Baptist, Kidmore End.  Following the 

service, there will be a finger buffet 

reception in Kidmore End School Hall.  

This will be an opportunity for Susan 

and Ron to meet the local community. 

There will be no 09.00 or 10.30 services 

at All Saints’ Church on 16th March. 

Burial Ground 
Since the trees on the northern edge of the 

new churchyard had to be cut down, the 

boundary has become very exposed.  It has 

now been planted with mixed native hedg-

ing plants, which in the years to come will 

act as a natural barrier.  If anyone would 

like to make a contribution towards the 

cost of this, then please contact the Rector 

or Churchwardens for further details. 

The date for next year’s festival is already 

booked for Saturday 24th January. 
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Revd Chris Lewis 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwater.org.uk 

THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 
Charity No: 900616 

Has many beautiful and affectionate cats looking 
for loving homes.  If you can give a home to any 

of them, please call: 01189 721871/01494 484527 
Or visit our website www.tvaw.org.uk 

St Michael’s Catholic Church 

Revd Paul Rowan 0118 972 3418 

Revd Francis Andrews 0118 972 2354 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 

GRAHAM’S 
MAINTENANCE 

 

 

 

 

                Painting & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits 

                Door & Window Fitting - Plumbing 

Fitted Bathrooms - Floor & Wall Tiling - Fencing & Decking 

Wood & Laminate Flooring - Sheds Supplied & Fitted 

Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing, etc. ... 

Free estimates 0118 972 3114 

Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets, 

 Events, Product Pack shots, Food. 
Mobile studio can come to you 

www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk   07958 371770 

Easter Services at St Michael’s Catholic Church 

13
th

 April  - Palm Sunday 

09.00 and 10.30 (and 17.30 Saturday) Blessing of Palms at Masses 

Monday 14
th

 April  

19.00  Service of Reconciliation 

17
th

 April – Maundy Thursday 

19.00 Mass of Lords’s Supper 

18
th

 April - Good Friday  

10.00 Walk of Witness (through Sonning Common, gather at 

Christ the King Sedgewell Road); back at St Michael’s:  

12.00 Stations of the Cross 

15.00 Good Friday Liturgy 

19
th

 April  

21.00 Holy Saturday Vigil  (no 17:30 Mass) 

20
th

 April - Easter Sunday   

09.00 and 10.30 Mass 

 

Warning: Weird Weather! 
Britain is experiencing severe weather, the 

worst in over 100 years. So what’s going 

on? Climatologists, meteorologists, envi-

ronmentalists, and the like, all have differ-

ing opinions as to the reasons why Britain 

and the world is suffering extreme 

weather conditions. Many Christians, 

likewise, also have differing views that 

range from God’s judgement on nations 

for sin, man’s greed, his failure to care for 

our planet, man’s disregard for God’s 

laws, etc.  Whatever your views on the 

current weird weather, one thing’s cer-

tain, it’s not going to get better in the 

near future; in fact it can only get worse 

unless some radical changes are imple-

mented.  

As a Christian minister I am reminded 

of the words of Jesus in Luke’s gospel 

chapter 17 verses 26-27, who said, 

‘When I return, the world will be as 

indifferent to the things of God as the 

people were in Noah’s day. They ate 

and drank and married, everything just 

as usual right up to the day when Noah 

went into the ark and the flood came 

and destroyed them all (New Living 

Translation).’ 

Christians are in a state of readiness for 

Christ’s return, in contrast to the careless 

indifference of most of the population 

who are absorbed in routine pursuits of 

life as though they were permanent. As 

the flooding persists we all have a duty to 

help those affected by the flooding and 

care for our neighbour, but as a Christian 

minister I also have a duty to warn people 

of the signs of the times that we are living 

in. Furthermore, the extreme weather con-

ditions ought to remind us of our frailty, 

humble us, drive us to our knees in prayer 

and reawaken our need for God and each 

other.   

Revd. Chris Lewis 

The Women’s World  
Day of Prayer 

Groups of Christian churches get together 

each year throughout the world for a one 

hour service prepared by women of differ-

ent countries.   

This year it is the turn of Springwater 

Congregational Church to host the local 

service.  It will be on Friday 7th March at 

13.00: soup, a roll and tea and coffee will 

be served and the service will be held 

from 14.00.  

The Christian women of Egypt have pre-

pared the service and their theme is 

‘Streams in the Desert’.  Over 3 million 

people world wide will be praying and 

worshipping together during the day, be-

ginning when the first service is held in 

Tonga and continuing around the world 

until the final service, some 35 hours 

later.  By then the day will have been 

celebrated in over 170 countries and more 

than 6,000 services will have been held in 

the British Isles alone. 

Do come along and join us. 

Shirley Rixon 
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 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For all your property maintenance requirements: 

Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including 
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal; 

Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,  
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design. 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Supply and fit 
Natural stone . Porcelain . Ceramic Under floor heating 

to arrange a free consultation and quotation. 
Call Jamie on 07771 821 596 or Henley 01491 628883 

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-

fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 

others who may wish to apply, please call: 

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628 245) 

CHILTERN ANTIQUES 
Your Local Antique Dealer 

An eclectic mix of small Victorian and Georgian furniture, treen, 
walking canes, scientific & medical, silver, watches, jewellery, post 

boxes & lots more. 
See us at local and national Antique Fairs 

Always Keen to Buy, House Calls by Appointment 
Contact Fred Nickson 0118 924 2582 07768 918501 

Wyfold RDA 
Many people in the area knew Basil, a 

very distinctive black and white cob with 

one black and one white ear. On loan to us 

for six years the time came for him to re-

tire and he is now enjoying a well-earned 

rest. A great confidence giver he taught a 

number of able bodied people to carriage 

drive as well as many disabled. The huge 

amount of pleasure given over six years 

cannot be measured; a horse in a million, 

it was a great privilege to work with him. 

Favourite hobby - rolling in the mud! He 

will be difficult, if not impossible, to re-

place but if anyone knows of another 

Basil we would love to hear from them. 

We have also had to say ‘Goodbye’ re-

cently to Trooper, another black and white 

cob who was with us for 13 years. A very 

special horse with a sixth sense, aware of 

the need to look after his rider, including 

developing the ability to know in advance 

when an epileptic fit was about to occur. 

He would stop, plant his feet and stand 

stock still until the event was over. A huge 

character, very self-opinionated, he often 

had his own ideas about how things 

should be done. He is greatly missed. 

Two fundraising events are planned. A 

Quiz Night with Hot Supper on Saturday 

26th April and a Summer Fun Day on 

Saturday 28th June. Tickets for the Quiz 

Night from 0845 450 7017 or any Wy-

fold volunteer. 

Adrienne Heriot 

Basil 

Peppard Bowls Club 
We are all looking forward to warmer 

weather when we can enjoy playing 

lawn bowls. Why not join us in 2014? 

Try our Bowls Taster Days on 19th or 

27th April at 14:00. Refreshments, to-

gether with help from experienced play-

ers, will be available. Several social 

events have been planned and we are 

sure you would enjoy our company. We 

have some interesting friendly fixtures, 

League and County matches arranged. 

Just imagine - you could abandon the 

household chores and gardening and join 

us for two hours on our regular Monday 

and Thursday Club Afternoons. You 

would, I am sure, enjoy the peaceful 

tranquil surroundings, fresh air and a 

gentle game of bowls. Afterwards visit 

our Bar for a beer, soft drink or even a 

‘cuppa’. 

As Membership Secretary, I would love 

to hear from you and I can be contacted 

on 0118 924 2617. 

Jennifer Wingrove 

ary in 2015.The first WI in the UK was 

formed in Llanfair PG on Anglesey. In 

January, a WI baton left Anglesey to start 

its journey to the Royal Albert Hall in 

time for the Annual General Meeting on 

14th June 2015.You or your friends and 

relatives may hear of it journeying 

throughout the UK. Do let me know if 

you track it down in the next year. It is 

due to reach Oxfordshire on 14th April 

2015 when it will be passed over from 

Berkshire at Beale Park. Many WI mem-

bers from South Oxfordshire will be there 

to witness the event. 

In the meantime Peppard WI continues to 

flourish and visitors are always welcome 

to any of our meetings. We are at the mo-

ment learning more about ‘Dementia 

Friends’. The WI was set up to educate 

women to improve their standard of liv-

ing, and so it continues. 

Irene Lindsay 

Peppard WI 
As I write, we are looking forward to 

celebrating Peppard WI’s 95th birthday 

on 27th February with a lunch at The 

Crooked Billet. We are not expecting to 

rub shoulders with Kate or Prince Harry! 

The National Federation of Women’s 

Institutes will be celebrating its centen-

Flat Earth Society 
On Friday 7th February the group, accom-

panied by their ladies, went on an excur-

sion to visit the new Mary Rose exhibition 

in Portsmouth. The new hall and centre is 

well worth at least one visit. On show, 

besides the ship itself, are a great number 

of artefacts brought up from the wreck. 

These are displayed with more than 

enough information regarding them. There 

is also the opportunity for plenty of hands 

on experiences. 

We would like to thank FISH Volunteer 

Centre for the use of their mini bus, their 

driver, Tony House, and Ken Jones from 

the Dockyard, who between them made 

this visit most enjoyable.  

I would also like to thank Alan Smith for 

his work over the last four years as organ-

iser of the group. We hope in the coming 

few months to visit RAF Duxford and the 

Kempton Park Steam Engines. 

Terry Ryan 
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Computer Problems? 

Is your PC misbehaving? Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & 

Upgrades, Broadband, Networking, Data Recovery &  

Migration, Virus Cleaning, and much more.  

Phone Robin Piercey at Influential Computers on 01491 

680036, or visit www.influentialcomputers.com. 

Tel. 0333 666 9993 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 

Chiltern Players 
The next production is a fast moving 

comedy Marking Time on Thursday 

10th, Friday 11th  and Saturday 12th  

April at Peppard War Memorial Hall at 

20.00. 

Tickets: j@titchenerj.freeserve.co.uk, 

0118 972 4705 or from Village Yarns, 

Wood Lane, Sonning Common.  For 

more info visit: 

www.chilternplayers.co.uk. 

Jenifer Titchener 

Chiltern Edge  
Horticultural Society 

Tuesday 11th March: Wildlife and 

Wildlife Gardening. Illustrated talk by 

Stuart Mabbutt expert in wildlife gar-

dening. Tuesday 15th April: Fuchsias. 

Illustrated talk by Carol Gubler of the 

British Fuchsia Society. These talks will 

all be at 19.30 at Peppard War Memorial 

Hall. 

Saturday 5th April 14.30 – 16.30 

Spring Show at Chiltern Edge School 

Free admission. 

More information on all these events on 

www.cehs.info 

coaches to children critical to the devel-

opment of young players. 

A new website where news, fixtures and 

results will keep those interested up to 

date on events on and off the fields. 

(www.peppardstokerow.play-

cricket.com) 

We are very excited about the future and 

can offer excellent opportunities for 

youngsters to progress, whilst we are 

also able to encourage adults who may 

not have played for a while the chance 

to get back on the pitch, possibly with 

their children, on either Saturday league 

cricket or sociable Sunday afternoons - 

we just need it to stop raining! 

Ronnie Brock, Chairman 

Peppard Stoke Row  
Cricket Club 

Nothing stays still for long - following 

long discussions during last season and 

over the winter an EGM held in Novem-

ber voted overwhelmingly to merge Pep-

pard and Stoke Row Cricket Clubs.  With 

a vibrant junior section it was essential 

that senior clubs prospered in order that 

there would be senior cricket for the better 

juniors to progress to. It means that the 

new Club will run three league sides on 

Saturdays, two Sunday sides and three 

sides in the Berkshire Youth Cricket 

league at U9, U11 and U13 age groups. 

Both the grounds in Newlands Lane in 

Stoke Row and Stoke Row Road, Peppard 

will be used and working parties have 

been established to ensure that the pre-

season preparation is carried out. 

The first AGM took place in February and 

indoor nets have started at The Oratory 

School from 09.00-10.00 on Sunday 

mornings. New players will be most wel-

come and if you are interested in coming 

along please contact me on 01491 

629971. There are three launch events 

planned to get the season off to a flyer, 

starting with the annual dinner to be held 

at Caversham Heath Golf Club on 7th 

March and followed by a fund raising 

quiz at the sports pavilion in Stoke Row 

on  22nd March. Anyone interested should 

contact Matt Kimber on 07876 575038. 

The final pre-season event is a Golf day at 

The Springs on 16th April and should pre-

pare everyone for the start of the league 

season on 3rd May. 

The junior section under Director of Jun-

ior Cricket, Andy Watts, will commence 

outdoor training in May. The club has 

strengthened its qualified coaches with 

four currently undergoing ECB education 

courses, to join the existing Levels 2 and 

3. We will be able to offer a high level of 

coaching while maintaining low ratios of 

More Snippets 

Business Collaboration  
Further free networking meetings will be 

held on Mondays 7th April and 19th May 

at the Butchers Arms pub, Blounts Court 

Road 10.30-12.00.  Topics for each meet-

ing will be advised.  

For more information call me on 07598 

371 770 or email  

kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk. 

Bulk Oil Buying Scheme 
Members benefit from favourable prices.  

One huge order for domestic heating oil is 

put together within the county then an 

order is placed once a month: savings in 

the cost per litre are generally around 5p 

per litre.  An annual fee covers as many 

oil orders as you require in one year.   

More detail on www.oxonrcc.org.uk or 

Felicity at oil@oxonrcc.org.uk or phone 

01865 733214. 

Your Favourite Walk  
or Bike Ride 

We are very fortunate to live where there 

is beautiful countryside within easy reach 

and many of us love getting out and about. 

Or maybe it’s a bit farther afield.   

Do you have a favourite walk or bike ride 

you could share with our readers? If so we 

would love to hear from you so others 

could enjoy it too. Contact us at peppard-

news@btinternet.com. 

Sue Nickson 

Funds From OCC 
David Bartholomew, County Councillor, 

has recently awarded sums of money to 

the following  projects in Peppard: a con-

tribution to the cost of disabled toilets at 

Greenshoots (the Ways and Means Trust) 

at Manor Farm, maintenance of the  

Common play area at Peppard School and 

a speed survey at Bolts Cross. 



 

 

MARCH  
Sat 1 Club SC Multi Activity Day Fri 11 Marking Time/Mem Hall/20.00/0118 972 4705 
Sun 2 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00 Sat 12 Marking Time/Mem Hall/20.00/0118 972 4705 
Mon 3 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 Mon 14 RPPC Meeting/19.30/Planning/21.30/Pavilion 

  Greys Court opens Tue 15 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 

Tues 4 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55   Hort Soc/Growing Fuchsias/Mem Hall/19.30 

  Police Have your Say/SC Health Ctre/16.00-16.30 Wed 16 Peppard Lunch Club/Mem Hall/12.00/0118 9722808 

  FISH/Garden Centre/details FISH Office Fri 18 SC Library closed 

Fri 7 Women's Day of Prayer/Springwater Church/14.00   Greys Ct/Easter Egg Hunt/01491628529 

  Peppard Stoke Row CC/Dinner/Caversham Hth Golf Cl Sat 19 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 

Mon 10 RPPC Meeting/19.30/Planning/21.30/Pavilion   Peppard Bowls Club/Taster Day/14.00 

Tue 11 Hort Soc/Wildlife Gardening/Mem Hall/19.30 Tue 22 Peppard School term begins 

  FISH/Bletchley Park visit/details FISH office Wed 23 SC Library opens 

Wed 12 WI/AGM/Mem Hall/14.30 Fri 25 Greys Ct/Blooming Bluebells/trail/01491 628529 

Sat 15 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 Sat 26 RPPC Annual Parish Meeting/Mem Hall/10.00 

Mon 17 Club SC trip to Oxfordshire Youth Awards   Greys Ct/Blooming Bluebells/trail/01491 628529 

Tue 18 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55   Wyfold RDA/Quiz night/supper/0845 4507017 

  FISH/Wallingford Market/ details FISH Office Sun 27 Peppard Bowls Club/Taster Day/14.00 

Wed 19 Peppard Lunch Cl/Mem Hall/12.00/0118 9722808 Tue 29 All Saints' Annual Parochial Church Mtg/20.00  

  FISH/Afternoon Tea/details FISH Office   Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55  

Thu 20 Library Volunteering Mtg/SC Library/20.00 MAY 
  FISH/Pub Lunch/details FISH Office Thu 1 Peppard News Publications AGM/Pavilion/19.00 

Fri 21 Film Cl/Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy/Mem Hall/19.00 Fri 2 Greys Ct/Blooming Bluebells/trail/01491 628529 

Sat 22 RPPC/Planning/10.00/Pavilion Sat 3 Greys Ct/Blooming Bluebells/trail/01491 628529 

  Peppard Stoke Row CC/Quiz/07876575038 Sun 4 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00 

Tues 25 FISH/Ham House (National Trust)/details FISH office Thu 8 RPPC Meeting/19.30/Planning/21.30/Pavilion 
Sat 29 SC Library/Storytime & Crafts/10.00 Sat 10 Annual Litter Blitz/The Unicorn/10.00 

Sun 30 Greys Ct/Mothers' Day Lucky Dip/01491 628529 Mon 12 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 

APRIL Tue 13 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 

Tue 1 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 Wed 14 WI/Childhood mems of Peppard/Mem Hall/14.30 

Thu 3 SC Soc/Red Kites/SC Library/19.30/07789553838 Sat 17 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 

Fri 4 Peppard School term ends Mon 19 SCBusiness Collab/Butchers Arms/07598371770 

Sat 5 Hort Soc/Spring Show/CE School/14.30-16.30 Wed 21 Peppard Lunch Club/Mem Hall/12.00.0118 9722808 

Sun 6 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15.30-17.00 Fri 23 Peppard School term ends 

Mon 7 Kingwood/Peppard Comm Vols/01491 641199 Sat 24 RPPC/Planning/10.00/Pavilion 

  SC Business Collab/Butchers Arms/07598371770 Sun 25 Beating the Bounds/Red Lion/14.30 

Wed 9 WI/Citizens' Advice Bureau/Mem Hall/14.30 Tue 27 Mobile Library/Peppard School/11.45-11.55 

Thu 10 Chiltern Players/Marking Time/Mem Hall/20.00    

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri 09.30-11.30) 
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  Sunday Services 

at All Saints’ 

MARCH APRIL MAY NOTES 

2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 A Visit to Evensong at Jesus 

College, Oxford (No service at 

All Saints’) 

B Festal Evensong on Easter Day 

C 11.00 Licensing of Revd Susan 

Cooper, St John’s Church, 

Kidmore End 

09.00 Communion C 

10.30 Communion (sung)  C         

10.30 Matins             

10.30 Family Service             

10.30 Sunday School             

18.30 Evensong AB

 18th April - Good Friday 

10.00 Morning Prayer & Litany 

14.00 Benefice Service: Devotional Hour 

 
Sunday Services at Springwater 

(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10.30 - 11.45  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

Monday-Friday 09.00 

Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

CHURCH SERVICES 


