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Welcome to the Winter Edition of the Junior Peppard News. It’s been a busy term with lots of trips out. 
Everyone is enjoying being back after the long summer break. We hope you enjoy this edition. 

This year we have welcomed a new teacher 
into our Year 5 and 6 class. Her name is 
Miss Kyle. I met Miss Kyle and asked her a 
few questions to get to know a bit more 
about her. 

I asked why she chose Peppard as her 
school. She said that she really liked the 
sense of community and the small village 
school feel. I asked her what her favourite 
subject to teach is and she told me that it 
was History as ‘I studied History at Warwick 
University and have always been interested 
in history and how people lived in the past.’  

Growing up Miss Kyle really enjoyed school 
and said that she had ‘some amazing  
teachers’. She explained that she thinks that 
a good education is really important so 
wants to give the next generation of children 
the same opportunities that she had. 

Looking forward to the year ahead I asked 
her about her dream school trip. She said, 
‘I’m really interested in water sports, so any-
thing on water!’ 

Finally, a bit more information about her, 
she has a cat called Austin. She described 
him as ‘really big with a tail like a raccoon 
and is grey and white.’  

Of course we asked are about her favourite 
sandwich filling: ‘tuna and sweetcorn, or 
maybe a tuna melt’. 

Every year in September we welcome our new foundation children to 
our school. Each new child is paired up with a Year 6 or 5 child so they 
have a buddy to look after them.  

Georgia (Year 6) said that ‘my buddy is really cute and is a great gym-
nast.’ Kits (Year 6) explained that his responsibilities as a buddy are to 
look after the little ones and keep them happy. Sienna (foundation) said 
that her favourite game to play with the big buddies is Duck, Duck, 
Goose. Jonty (Year 5) and Elsie (foundation) are buddies, when asked 
if they always play together they said that they really like playing with 
each other but that there are always lots of people around to play with. 

This year these new buddies have made a great start. I’m sure that 
they’re going to have a fantastic year. 

The best thing about moving up to Gillotts is that we become more independent as  
individual people because the teachers rely on you finding your way around, having all 
the books and kit you need and getting all of your homework done on time. We have 
much harder work which is much more challenging and interesting. Charlie has even 
done some GCSE level maths already! 

We still see lots of people from Peppard, we nod Hello as we pass or see some people 
daily. Charlie and Lois are in most classes together, Charlie and Fran do English  
together and Charlie and Jess share a tutor group. But we all make new friends from 
different schools which improves our social skills. 

The thing that is most different from Peppard is remembering all of your different  
teachers for all of your different subjects. We have around 17 teachers altogether. The 
thing I miss most about Peppard is the ability to know everyone there. There are roughly 
100 people at Peppard and nearly 800 students at Gillotts. That is quite a difference. 

Secondary school is definitely more challenging than life at Peppard, but don’t let that 
scare you. Once you get into the swing of things you feel like you are walking on air! 

Georgia and Sienna 
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Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

  Implants 

  Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common  Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626  Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

As this is a new academic year we have to 
elect our new school representatives. 
There are three main categories for these 
roles. They are Captains for the School 
Teams, School Councillors and Worship 
Councillors.  

These elected children lead our school 
teams in a wide variety of school activities 
such as making the Christingle candles at 
Christmas, egg decorating and rolling at 
Easter, and Sports’ Day in the summer. 
The school councillors make decisions 
about some the activities that take place in 
school. This year they are leading the 
school fund raising efforts. Worship coun-
cillors help our school worship including 
leading prayers in church. 

Let me introduce you to the pupils taking 
up these exciting roles. 

Our Captains are:  
Maple – Jake Wilde and Georgia Ruff 
Oak – Kits Tanner and Nina Whitfield 
Beech – Archie Croft and Kai Clements 
Willow – May Lee and Louie Reynolds 

The School Councillors are: William Home, 
Archie Upsher, Dylan Mole, Bear Gow, 
Freya Woodhouse, Phoebe Waite 

The Worship Councillors are: Kai 
Clements, Leigh Taylor, Benedict Hall , 
Ruby Turner, Esme Wilson, Ruby Wilde, 
Sienna Cotton 

Jake Wilde Team Captain said, ‘I feel 
really good to be a team captain.’   

Leigh Taylor Worship Councillor said, ‘I am 
extremely happy to be a Worship Council-
lor.’   

It’s clear that all the elected candidates are 
very excited about their new roles. We 
wish them good luck this year. 

After the holiday we arrived back at school full of excitement as we were going 
to the Chiltern Open Air Museum. We had a long drive in two minibuses to get 
there but it was worth it as the museum was so much fun. 

First we went into a barn and talked about how the Victorians lit their homes 
and we made candles out of beeswax. After that we looked around the old 
houses. One was called The Toll House where people had to pay to use the 
road. Noah pretended to be the toll keeper and we all pretended to pay him. 

Next we made rag rugs and talked about how these were used to keep Victo-
rian houses warm. Finally we made bricks out of clay. It was very messy! We 
built a wall with them and talked about how the bricks made a strong wall. 

We all had a really good day. My favourite bit was making the candles and I’m 
looking forward to taking mine home and putting it in a candle holder. 

We have been learning about the Stone Age in class so on Monday 25th September we 
went on a school trip to Hill End near Oxford. We went in two minibuses and Miss Til-
lotson, Mrs Elson and Ms Jones came with us. 

When we arrived we met our leader called John who was wearing a bear skin over his 
shoulder. He took us through a field and into the woods where he put us into two groups, 
the Black Bears and the White Wolves. John painted the Black Bears with black face 
stripes and the White Wolves with white stripes. Even the teachers had their faces 
painted!  

We had a shelter building competition and learnt how people would have lived in the 
early Stone Age. We used branches, twigs and leaves and we got very dirty. We then 
had to make sure that the whole team could fit inside the shelters. Once we were inside 
the teachers tipped water over them to see who had built the most waterproof shelter. 
Some people got very wet and the White Wolves won! 

After that we went to an area of woods that had been set up like a village from a later 
period of the Stone Age when farming had started and we imagined that we were hunter 
gatherers. We went into a Stone Age round house which was made of mud, sticks, 
leaves and straw and we learnt about the Stone Age people would have built it and how 
they would have slept and cooked in it. 

Then we made spears out of sticks, flint and strips of bark. We played a game where we 
had to try to sneak up on our teachers and touch them with our spears without them 
hearing us and we tried to hit a pretend wild boar with our spears!  

Finally we went foraging for things that we could eat. We found sloes, blackberries and 
apples. After that we made bread out of grain that we had ground down into flour and 
then mixed it with water to make the dough. We cooked it on sticks over the fire and it 
tasted really nice. 

We had a really fun day and we would love to go back and visit again. 

Visit to Chiltern Open Air Museum 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

 Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
 Full and part-time places 
 Fully government funded sessions available 
 Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions 

 Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

 Three mornings sessions per week 

 Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

 Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837 

Page 3 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

We met at Reading Station to board our train to Kilve Court. 
Nervous and excited we were off on our first school residential 
trip. 

When we arrived we were told the rules and shown our rooms. 
They were really cool, with bunk beds! Our first activity was 
fossil hunting on the beach. We found lots and lots of Devil’s 
Toenails and a few ammonites. 

The next morning we did grass sledging. I was nervous at first 
because it was so fast but it was so much fun. We all had a 
great time. After that we built dens. 

The best activity was the stream walk. It was really muddy. We 
even had to stick our faces in the mud! Each challenge earned 
us a stripe and we all earned all five stripes. We ended up hav-
ing a mud fight! 

We returned home on the train, tired but happy. We had a bril-
liant time! 

Just before the Year 6s were to journey to Wales for their residential trip, the 
news reports were flooded with pictures of hurricane Irma that hit the USA and 
Caribbean, causing widespread destruction. We set off on the long, mini-bus 
drive to Pembrokeshire with Yellow Flag warnings in Wales. There was no way 
we could’ve slept in teepees! Once we had finally arrived at Morawelon Farm, 
Cardigan we chose our bunk beds and had dinner! Afterwards we all wrote our 
diaries, had hot chocolate, got ready for bed and went to sleep. 

The next morning we went to a nearby woods to do rock 
climbing and abseiling. The instructors, Jack and Rhid, were 
very funny. Later, when we went rafting, Jack was continu-
ously pushing in and pulling us backwards which was great 
fun! I preferred abseiling to rock climbing, but it was so scary! 

On Wednesday we did a scavenger hunt on the beach at 
Freshwater East and learned all about Marram Grass and 
how sand dunes are formed which was very interesting! Then 
we went to Pembroke Castle (in Welsh: Castell Penfro). 
There we met Isla who showed us around the fascinating 
castle. We saw the room where King Henley VII was born and 
the castle keep that had never been used. Once we’d had 
dinner we headed over to the beach to play rounders. Alas, 
when we got there it started gushing down with rain, however 
we played anyway! 

We dragged ourselves out of bed for our last day of activities, 
but we were so excited about going surfing, body boarding 
and coasteering. When we reached Abereiddy Beach we 
squeezed into wetsuits, gathered our boards and were off! No 
one stood up on the surf boards but we sort of managed to 
stay on them! After lunch we walked over to a rocky ledge 
and jumped off to swim round the point to clamber over the 

cliffs. We took a running jump into the ‘Blue Lagoon’ and effortlessly floated 
over to some more rocks to jump in again off walls that were about 6m high! 

Sadly we had to go home the next day, but we were all missing our parents. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the trip and will never forget it, even if we did get a bit wet!

Year 5 at Kilve Court 

Year 6 in Pembrokeshire 
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