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Junior Peppard News 
Welcome to this edition of the Junior Peppard News. We have been busy already this year. In this edition, you will read about Integrity, 
school trips, sporting activities and young achievers. Read on to find out more. 

Key Stage 2 had been practising songs for months and finally the day came! 
Everyone was jumping with excitement and couldn’t wait to get to the O2 arena.  

When we got to the stadium we had our packed lunches and were then whizzed 
off to sing; our fabulous conductor, David Lawrence, helped to improve our work. 
There were 7705 children singing in the world’s largest choir - Young Voices! 
Playing alongside us were guitars, drums, pianos and many more instruments.  

There were guest stars on the stage such as Natalie Williams and Alfie Sheard 
(who are singers), M4gnet (an acapella band) and Urban Stride (a street dance 
group).  

The practice went brilliantly, and after 2½ hours, all the schools went to have 
their well-earned packed-tea! Then, before long, we were all filing back into our 
seats in the arena, whilst the adults excitedly babbled away as they found their 
seats! 

At 7 o’clock the concert began, and all of us were singing the songs with big 
smiles on our faces! We danced, swayed and jumped so much we exhausted 
ourselves out! It was an amazing experience but sadly it had to come to an end! 

On the coach home, a lot of people fell asleep, but Miss Tillotson decided to be our tour guide and showed us landmarks such as: The 
Tower of London, the Shard, the London Eye, the OXO building and Westminster Bridge! I doubt anybody will forget this incredible event 
and I hope Peppard will go again in future years! 

This term, Greys Class is learning about the topic of Light and Dark. We went on a 
school trip to the River and Rowing Museum to take part in a Winter Light work-
shop. 

In the morning, we split into groups and each group had a turn at working on the 
different light experiments. 

My favourite experiment was where we used a mirror so it looked like you were 
flying! We looked at whether the materials were opaque, transparent or translucent. 
We also looked at shadows and reflections and refractions. After our packed 
lunches, we went to the art room where we watched a presentation on paintings 
and light. 

We had great fun cutting out stencils and using these to help create our screen-
prints. We poured ink onto a mesh and moved the ink across the screen with a 
squeegee. The ink squeezed through the mesh onto our paper and then we peeled 
our stencils away to reveal our pictures. It was a little bit messy but lots of fun. We 
were all pleased with our screen-prints and that was my favourite part of the day. 

On Tuesday, some Year 3 and 4 children went to a football tournament at Rotherfield United FC.  We had two teams.  One team was 
Oliver, Ruby, Freya, Pip, Ethan and Lily.  The other team was Joe, Dylan, Astrid, Lola, Maxwell and Imogen. 

Our first match was against Valley Road. Sadly we lost. In the next round, we played against Kidmore End. That time we won luckily!  

In the last round, Team 1 played against Kidmore End and we won it!   

At this point, we were all very excited and hoping that we would get into the final. We did!  

Team 2 played against Valley Road and we won!  

When all the games finished, Mr Nutt read out the results. Team 1 came 6/8 and Team 2 came 2/8.  We loved it! 

Winter Light Workshop 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

  Implants 

  Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common  Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626  Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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Junior Peppard News cont’d 

On Monday 15th January, Springwood class had an exciting trip to Blenheim Palace. We went on this trip to learn about Winston Churchill 
and WW2. I think we can all say that we had a brilliant time. 

Our first impressions of Blenheim Palace were how big and spectacular it was. The grounds were full of amazing water fountains and 
statues. A monument we saw was where Winston Churchill proposed to his wife Clementine. In the stables, we found a set of scales 
where you could see how many cannonballs you weigh. Most of us weighed just over three cannonballs. When we were inside the cold 
palace we saw a picture of a young girl. We were confused because we were in the room where Winston Churchill was born, not some 

girl. When we asked our tour guide who it was, she replied that it was a five year 
old Winston Churchill, with red curly locks and rosy cheeks! 

As well as learning about Winston Churchill, we also learnt about the palace in 
WW2. When the second world war began, the 10th Duke of Blenheim was 
phoned up by the government and asked whether he would like to take in sol-
diers or school boys. He replied school boys are easier to control. Having well 
behaved, nannied daughters, little did he know how very wrong he was! Lots of 
the rooms were used as bedrooms and classrooms.  

A few years ago, the Duke at the time was using the organ and noticed it didn’t 
sound right. When the person came to look at it he said to the Duke there are a 
few pieces missing from the organ. The Duke had no clue where the pieces could 
have gone. In 2002, a parcel arrived with the missing pieces from the organ in it! 
It had a message reading, ‘My husband recently passed away and made me 
promise I would return these to you.’ He was a schoolboy who stayed at the pal-
ace during WW2 and was dared to steal some pipes from the back of the organ. 
So sorry, Mrs X.  A few years later in about 2014, some of the boys who had 

stayed there during WW2 came back and told some stories. The people at the palace asked who was it who stole the pipes, and said 
they wouldn't be angry. However the boys (more like old men now) replied that they were sworn to secrecy.  

Much like our Sports Day at Peppard, the boys had one too. But as there was a war on none of their parents could come. So the Duke 
and Duchess said ‘Well we'll come to your Sports Day!’ So they both left Devon and London to come watch the boys’ Sports Day. I won-
der if the present Duke and Duchess will come to ours?! 

Once again I think I speak for everyone when I say that Winston Churchill was right- we were easily satisfied with the very best! 

Our young achievers for this edition are Elodie Jones and her sisters Mille 
and Charlotte. They do synchronised swimming with Karen Bennet at the 
Henley Synchronised Swimming Club. They have done phenomenally well, 
winning medals for big events. 

Since five years old Elodie has earned medals for helping out and learning 
crazy new moves like splits underwater. Elodie’s sisters, Millie and Charlotte, 
won a gold medal at a big competition in Kent for their amazing skills under-
water. These girls have been doing so well they would love to continue to do 
synchronised swimming. 

Elodie’s Mum inspired her to start synchronised swimming. At the beginning 
it was quite hard. She told us that ‘I practised two times a week to get better 
at synchronised swimming so I wouldn’t find is as difficult when I’m older.’ 

While Elodie has more interests, synchronised swimming is her facourite 
thing to do. She said ‘I would love to do it as a career.’ 

Imogen Chima, in Year 3, enjoys writing immensely. In 
total she has entered three writing competitions and has 
been very successful in almost all of them. She is the kind 
of writer who loves letting her imagination run wild and 
making up all sorts of wonderful creatures in her writing. 
So naturally her favourite type of writing is fiction stories 
full of adventure. Imogen’s favourite piece of writing she 
has done is a piece she entered into a competition about 
World War One, and it took her approximately one hour to 
write. Surprisingly, Imogen’s  
favourite subject isn’t just Eng-
lish, but maths and art as well. 

Imogen’s favourite book is 
Harry Potter and her favourite 
author is JK Rowling, who in-
spired her to write. Imogen also 
enjoys drawing and colouring 
illustrations for her lovely work. 

And finally, the Junior Peppard 
News Editors always ask their 
interviewees what their favour-
ite sandwich filling is and Imo-
gen’s favourite is ham. 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

 Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
 Full and part-time places 
 Fully government funded sessions available 
 Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions 

 Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

 Three mornings sessions per week 

 Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

 Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837 
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On Wednesday 17th January we held a church service at All Saints’ Church, Peppard, on the theme of integrity. The service was well 
attended by parents, parishioners and friends. 

Each class contributed to the service by doing different things to show what Integrity meant to them. Peppard Class (Foundation) learnt 
and performed a song called Integrity. Greys Class (Years 1 and 2) recited a poem to explain integrity. Highmoor (Years 3 and 4) high-
lighted to the congregation a collection of people, some real, some fictional,  who have shown integrity or written about it in their work. For 
instance in Harry Potter, Albus Dumbledore talks about integrity and the author CS Lewis spoke of its importance. 

Finally, Springwood (Years 5 and 6) performed a short Chinese folk story called The Empty Pot. The storyline outlined the importance of 
being truthful and doing the right thing and therefore showing integrity. 

The Reverend James Stickings gave a short talk. He highlighted what integrity meant by using Russian dolls (one small doll inside an-
other).Which demonstrated that what is on the outside should be the same as on the inside.  

The Worship Council lead the prayers and the Reverend James ended the service with a blessing. 

The winner of the Poetry Competition was Jaz 
Smithers whose poem is on the left. 

 

The poems of the runners up, Harriet Bowcott 
and Astrid Waite, can be seen on our website: 
www.peppardnews.co.uk 

In Peppard Class, we have been learning the story of Elmer the 
Patchwork Elephant. We have enjoyed lots of activities about the 
story.  We began by drawing our own story maps to retell the story. 
We then innovated the story by creating new characters. 

Elmer was special because he was different.  We have all thought 
about how we are unique and special.   

We have also enjoyed learning facts about elephants and the  
countries where they come from. 

Here are some interesting elephant facts: 

The elephants spray water into their mouths. 

Elephants go under their mummy’s tummy to find shade. 

Elephants are the only mammals that cannot jump. 

Elephants are the largest walking mammal. 

They have toenails just like us! 

African elephants have larger ears than Asian elephants. 

Elephants by Peppard Class 
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