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Tony Hobbs, MBE, comes from a long 

line of boatmen and boat builders and, 

indeed, his family has been traced back to 

1490.  Originally from Hambledon where, 

in 1860, there were 16 Hobbs families 

recorded, it was his great-grandfather, 

with his wife and ten children, who 

moved to Henley to run a pub – the Ship 

in Wharf Lane, back then a commercial 

wharf.  Hobbs of Henley started as a boat 

building company and then hired out fish-

ing boats. Eventually he bought Thames 

Meadow and built his boat house there.  

As was the custom, his oldest son, Tony’s 

grandfather, worked seven days a week in 

the family business and expanded the 

business yet further. With the onset of 

WWI he went off to fight in France but 

returned to continue building the business 

and bring his own oldest son, Tony’s  

father, into the business. 

Tony came along in 1933 and, after  

attending Henley Grammar School, he 

went  straight into an apprenticeship as 

was the norm in those days. Happily, he  

thoroughly enjoyed ‘messing about in 

boats’ so he was pleased to follow in his 

father’s and grandfather’s footsteps and 

go into the family firm. He took a break 

when he was called up for National  

Service in 1954, was assigned to the 

Royal Marines and, because of his know 

ledge and experience, became a coxswain 

on landing craft. What he didn’t anticipate 

was that his father would die prematurely 

and he would take over the firm at the age 

of 36. He had learnt about boat building 

but knew very little about running the 

business so he set to and taught himself. 

By that time fibreglass had arrived and 

Tony took the opportunity to build more 

passenger boats and introduced a small 

fleet of holiday boats. 

Even at the fine age of 84, he is still in-

volved.  He was delighted when his son, 

Jonathon, having investigated other career 

paths, chose, without coercion from his 

parents, to become the fifth generation of 

Hobbs to run the company.  Tony goes 

along most days to help out but having 

had back and hip surgery he has lost the 

agility that is required to be on board 

boats but enjoys the office activity. 

The family was well established in 

Henley, but Tony and wife Jackie and 

their three children moved to Peppard 39 

years ago and love it here. He loves  

being able to step out of the gate and 

into the countryside. In fact, they have 

thought of downsizing and going to live 

in Henley near shops and other facilities 

but now he wonders ‘Why the hell 

would I want to leave here?’  

His leisure time, like his working life 

was centred upon Henley: he partici-

pated in what he calls the three Rs – 

rugby, running, and rowing.  He was a 

founder member of Henley Rugby Club 

and was President for seven years; he 

ran for 20 years and competed in many 

international marathons and for 20 years 

he organised the Henley half marathon; 

he is also the longest serving member of 

Henley Rowing Club. He is still the 

President of the Henley Sea Cadets and 

has been President of the Henley branch 

of the RNLI for 45 years. He was a 

Trustee for 40 years, and Chairman for 

15, of the Henley Municipal Charity 

which owns and maintains 26 houses in 

Henley. He was awarded his MBE for 

services to the Henley community. 

His greatest pride, however, was being a 

Royal Waterman to Her Majesty the 

Queen. Until the middle of the nineteenth 

century the Sovereign regularly travelled 

on the River Thames, either on State  

occasions or between the Royal Palaces 

and the Tower of London. 

The men who rowed the Royal Barges 

were known as Royal Watermen. Today 

there are still 24 Royal Watermen under 

the command of the Queen's Bargemaster, 

one of the most ancient appointments in 

the Royal Household. They are chosen 

from the ranks of the Thames watermen 

whose business is manning tugs, lighters 

and launches, therefore earning their  

living on the river. The duties of the 

Royal Watermen are now purely cere-

monial; they escort members of the 

Royal Family on the River Thames, and 

visiting Heads of State who arrive in  

London on the river, such as the King and 

Queen of Norway in 2005.  

Duties on shore consist of attending on 

royal carriages during state visits, royal 

weddings and Jubilees, and walking  

behind the Bargemaster at Coronations. 

At the State Opening of Parliament, the 

Watermen travel on the carriages guard-

ing the regalia as a reminder of the days 

when it was brought by boat from the 

Tower of London. Tony performed these 

duties on many occasions and his greatest 

memory is of the terrific turnout that  

welcomed Nelson Mandela: Tony had 

never seen anything like it. 

Regrettably, Watermen have to retire at 

65 but the Royal Warrant is used on 

Hobbs’ letterhead and is still on display in 

their premises. During his time as a 

Waterman he welcomed the Queen to 

Henley to open the River and Rowing 

Museum and Royal Regatta Offices. 

Tony is a true water man in every sense of 

the word. 

Tony Hobbs, MBE, in Waterman regalia by Bill Mundy 
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WEE-COT SEATING 
Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions, 

Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

 SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 
 

 

For all your property maintenance requirements: 

Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including 
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal; 

Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,  
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design. 

ROB SMITH              TEL: 0118 972 4560 

Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire 

Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage 

Established over 146 years. 

01491 572035     www.hobbsofhenley.com 

Summer term ended with a fantastic  

performance of Oliver! at the Kenton 

Theatre.  The children were amazing; they 

put their heart and soul into the produc-

tion and the weeks of rehearsals certainly 

paid off.  Well done to all involved.  It 

was a wonderful year end for the Year 6 

children who now move on to various 

secondary schools.   

Miss Ballantyne, the Year 5/6 teacher 

who directed the play, is also sadly mov-

ing on to pastures new in Crawley. We 

also say goodbye to Melanie Barlow, a 

fantastic teaching assistant who has been 

with us for five years, whose husband is 

being posted to Cyprus. We wish them all 

well. 

We will be having a some work done over 

the summer: a much needed replacement 

for the disintegrating office window frame 

and some sanding and painting of two 

exterior classroom doors!  We hope this is 

not too disruptive for our neighbours. 

We will start the new school 

year with our annual Year 6 

trip to Pembrokeshire and 

our new Year 5/6 teacher, 

Miss Eleanor Kyle, will be  

accompanying the Year 5s to 

Kilve Court in  

Bridgewater. 

Also in the diary for the first 

part of the Autumn term, the 

Year 5/6 children will be 

entering the annual  

Eurovision Song Contest 

which is held at Chiltern 

Edge and all year groups 

will be attending various events at the 

Henley  

Literary Festival in October. 

The Friends of Peppard School (FOPS) 

have had another great year of fundrais-

ing, with a lot of fun along the way. The 

children have enjoyed a Lantern  

Evening, a Valentines Disco, lots of 

movie nights, a Christmas lunch with a 

visit from Santa to name a few. The 

adults have also had some great nights 

including our Annual Quiz Night, 

Henley Christmas shopping evening, 

wine tasting at Magoos, BBQs and 

drinks. Parents, grandparents and  

the local community have won lots of 

lovely prizes in different raffles through-

out the year.  

We then all came together as a school 

and community with our school fête and 

a welcome home to some of our Dads, 

who did an amazing overnight fund  

raising walk. The fête was absolutely 

great and we would like to thank  

everyone who helped: Davis Tate for all 

the marketing, the Revels for a brilliant 

BBQ and fun slide, all the local  

businesses who supported us with prizes, 

the Pet Barn for their great  

support of the Dog Show, all the Mums, 

Dads, siblings and grandparents who 

helped and everyone who came along to   

support us. The weather was fantastic and 

we all enjoyed the dog show, the assault 

course, pony rides, the slide, craft stall, 

bric-a-brac, sports corner, cake and 

prosecco, sweets, ice blocks, and of 

course the bar and BBQ. A really fun day 

for everyone!  

A big thanks to the Dads who gave us a 

grand finale (!) as they hobbled up Church 

Lane after a gruelling 24 hour walk. This 

was an amazing effort by our Dads and 

we are proud of all of them. The signifi-

cant financial contribution they have 

made to FOPS is also amazing and will go 

a long, long way in helping to build 

changing facilities on the school’s new 

site. FOPS have funded lots of 

great things for the  

children this year - our  

on-going commitment to the 

school minibus that takes our 

children on all sorts of adven-

tures, new reading books, gar-

den beds for the children’s 

vegetables, new equipment for 

outdoor play, recorders, uku-

leles, annual National Trust 

membership, drink  

bottles, a new shed at the 

school and the start of the 

changing facilities at the new 

site.  

So a HUGE thank you to our wonderful 

parents and families - always willing to 

help and support. Hope you all enjoy the 

rest of the summer and we look forward to 

another great year ahead. 

 

Some of the returning Dads 

Peppard C of E Primary School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Headteacher  

Nick Steele 

Chairman of the Governors 

 Christine Bradbury 

http://www.hobbsofhenley.com
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15 year old Helena Porter lives in Peppard 

with her family and attends Gillotts 

School, Henley, where she has been  

chosen as Joint Head Girl. Traditionally 

there has been both a Head Girl and Boy 

but, as Helena explained to me, of the four 

girls and four boys who applied for the 

post she and another girl, a friend of five 

years’ duration, were chosen for their  

ability to fulfil the expected tasks.  

Helena had to give a presentation, attend 

an audition with the Head and Deputy 

Head and finally was voted in by the other 

students: as a democratic process the  

students’ votes carried a lot of weight. 

Despite knowing that her new role will 

give her more responsibility and extra 

work, Helena welcomes the challenge and 

feels that she wants to give something 

back to the school that has given her  

confidence for the future. 

She is already busy organising charity 

events raising money for projects in the 

third world, e.g. a non-uniform day, cake 

sale, a sponsored walk and the school 

Christmas fête. She will speak at Open 

Days and talk to parents of prospective 

new students, is in charge of team build-

ing and is a Sports Captain. Having  

organised speakers for the school, Helena 

is pleased that, following a talk about the 

Sea Cadets, some pupils have joined the 

local branch. She runs a dancing club at 

school and is having coaching at Peppard 

Tennis Club where she will help out at the 

summer camp for the younger children in 

the holidays. 

For her GCSEs next spring she will be 

taking German, history, art and dance as 

well as the compulsory subjects. 

Helena is clearly making the most of her 

time at secondary school and looks set for 

a bright future. 

Talented teenager Chris Humphreys has 

enjoyed a meteoric rise through the 

cricketing ranks during the summer of 

2017. The 19-year-old left-arm spinner 

first played for Stoke Row back in 2013, 

but was approached earlier this summer 

by Oxford to play for their Saturday 1st 

XI in the HCPCL (Home Counties  

Premier Cricket League), the highest 

standard of cricket in the local area.  

The Bath University student, who is 

studying Chemical Engineering, has 

performed admirably, and, quite re-

markably, had the second best bowling 

average of those with more than three 

wickets towards the end of the season. 

His 22 wickets have come at an average 

that is better than Finchampstead’s 

South African professional Jandre Coet-

zee and Banbury’s former Pakistan Test 

Match star Aizaz Cheema. 

Chump’s ability did not go unnoticed by 

the Minor Counties selectors, and he took 

4 wickets for18 runs from 10 overs on his 

Oxfordshire 2nd XI debut against Wiltshire 

2nd XI. However, while guiding Oxford to 

second in the HCPCL, he has also  

continued to play regularly for the  

Peppard Stoke Row Midweek XI and the 

Sunday Unicorns, showcasing a maturity,  

humbleness and appreciation of his roots 

which will stand him well in the game. 

Currently PSR’s top wicket-taker across 

all formats with 40 wickets at an average 

of almost 10 runs per wicket, he has also 

scored 282 runs at an average of 47, in-

cluding three 50s. His top score was 71 

against ISIS. Speaking on his progression, 

Humphreys said: ‘This has been the most 

fun summer I have ever had, although 

there have been times playing for  

Oxfordshire 2nds when I’d rather have 

been with the Unicorns’. 

Henry Bell, aged 17, has competed again, 

along with over 600 others, in the 2.1km 

swim along the Henley Royal Regatta 

course. He finished in 27 minutes, 38 sec-

onds to win his category and came fifth 

overall with a time that was four minutes 

faster than his previous personal best.  

This year he has also competed in the 

Henley 1.5k Club to Pub Swim coming 4th 

out of 700 swimmers. The three leading 

swimmers were international athletes; 

Henry completed the course just 30  

seconds behind the winner.  

Henry goes from strength to strength: 

competing in open water swimming  

having been coached by Nigel Dowling 

from the age of ten. He was originally 

inspired to swim in open water by Nigel 

culminating in 2016 when Henry won the 

Padstow to Rock open water swim. 

Chris Humphries—known as Chump to his friends 
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Parish Council 
Chairman: Simon Crouch 

e-mail: simon.crouch@rppc.org.uk 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin 

Orchard Gate, Plough Lane 

Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE 

Tel: 0118 940 6809 
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk 

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Charles Bailey 

Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk 
& David Nimmo-Smith 

David.Nimmo-Smith@southoxon.gov.uk 

OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew 

07769 808773 

david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 

meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30 

in the Pavilion.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may briefly raise issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings as well - see 

Diary for dates and times. 

Two issues have dominated the Council 

recently. Firstly, the Council has agreed to 

set-up a PIC (Pavilion Improvements 

Committee) to investigate how we may 

repair and refurbish the Sports Pavilion, 

our War Memorial asset. As keener read-

ers will know, it is estimated that  

improvements will cost approximately 

£150k (new roof, new windows, expanded 

and improved changing rooms, disabled 

access and improved energy insulation). 

The objective of the PIC is to provide a 

more accurate picture of the costs  

involved, to define what we need to do 

and to secure grants to cover the cost. We 

believe that the Parish Council may only 

have to find approximately 15% of the 

total cost – other grant authorities will 

include (if all goes to plan), our District 

Council, Sport England and the War  

Memorial Trust. We would hope to have 

funding in place by next summer with 

work commencing towards the end of 

2018 ready for the following summer sea-

son. We must stress that any improve-

ments will be carefully thought through.  

We now have independent parish mem-

bers on the committee to ensure that any 

alterations are in keeping with its heritage 

and environment. It is essential to keep 

both its rural character and appearance. It 

is very satisfying to see the increased  

usage - it is now used frequently by Art 

Groups, Go Active Pilates, Over-60s cir-

cuit training and, of course, the Peppard 

Stoke Row Cricket Club. The Pavilion and 

sports ground are a real asset and we are 

very lucky to have it. It was gifted to the 

Parish Council ‘for the benefit of local 

residents to enjoy the facility and Sports 

field’. However, with ownership comes 

responsibility – we must maintain it in a 

safe and proper fashion!  

Secondly, progress on Superfast broad-

band for the north side of the Parish! The 

Council (with parish members) attended a 

meeting with BBfO (Better Broadband for 

Oxfordshire) to expedite the roll-out pro-

gramme. They had written advising of a 

slippage of the ready-for-service date from 

December 2017 to February 2018. Long 

story short, following our meeting, BBfO 

advised that they may have been too cau-

tious, and that December now seems prob-

able. The positions of the new DLAMS 

(road-side Digital distribution cabinets) 

have been fixed and Wayleaves are now 

being sought for cabling – both network 

fibre and power. In total, three new 

cabinets will be installed across sites in 

the Kingwood area, bringing up to 50 

Mbit/s per household!  

It has been suggested that the parish 

should have a centrally located flag-

pole. This would be to celebrate impor-

tant events, e.g. St George’s Day,  

famous anniversaries and birthdays, and 

in particular, a celebration of the end of 

WW1 in 2018. A possible location is 

the Top Common – positioned near the 

school and our Revels beacon. We 

would really like to hear parishioners’ 

views – please email our Clerk 

(clerk@rppc.org.uk). It will be parish-

ioners’ council tax contributions that 

would finance it.  

Finally, we warmly welcome a new 

Councillor – Mrs Sue Rowlands. A 

qualified lawyer (recently retired), Sue 

has great experience, having served on 

Kidmore End’s Parish Council for many 

years. Sue lives on the Wyfold Estate – 

and it is nice to see a Council member 

from that important part of the parish 

joining the Council. 

In March this year Chiltern Edge School 

was subject to an Ofsted inspection. The 

report was published in April which  

detailed serious concerns about the quality 

of education being provided at the school 

and Ofsted rated it 'Inadequate'. The 

school was then placed in 'Special Meas-

ures'. (Oxfordshire County Council played 

no part in the process.)  

Under Government regulations, two things 

had to happen: the Regional Schools  

Commissioner had to attempt to find a 

sponsor for the school for it to  

continue operating, while simultaneously 

Oxfordshire County Council had to  

consider the possibility of closure. A  

consultation on the impact of such a  

closure ran from 27th April to 30th June. 

When the consultation commenced, the 

County Council applied to the Regional 

School Commissioner for the governing 

body of Chiltern Edge School to be  

replaced by an Interim Executive Board 

(IEB) and this was approved.  

The IEB is now providing strategic  

direction. It is chaired by an experienced 

former head teacher and has Finance and 

Human Resources expertise. An interim 

head teacher with a proven track record of 

school improvement was appointed on the 

5th June. She immediately began to imple-

ment a range of actions and strategies 

aimed at addressing the numerous weak-

nesses identified by Ofsted and to deliver 

an in-year balanced budget.  

The consultation showed that a large  

majority of respondents opposed the  

closure of the school. The affection and 

pride felt by those associated with it was 

apparent, as was local anger and concern 

that it might be closed. Most responses 

said that the school should be given more 

time and support to improve and stay 

open. Several respondents commented on 

the positive impact the new interim head-

teacher and Interim Executive Board were 

already having, and thought that with 

strong leadership, the school could quickly 

improve. There was a strong view that the 

closure of the school would have a nega-

tive impact on the local community,  

including a large number of community 

users of the school’s accommodation.  

mailto:Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk
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Adams Cars 
Your Local Taxi Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxis – Chauffeurs – Minibuses – Executive Cars 

Rail & Airport Services  /  Parties  /  Weddings 
Theatres  /  Hospitals  /  Sporting Events 

01491 628888       0118 966 4000 
Office:  Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 

www.adams-cars.com 
e-mail:  booking@adams-cars.com 

Throughout the consultation period, I 

worked in conjunction with the Cabinet 

Member for Education, Cllr Hilary Hib-

bert-Biles, and officers to support the 

school. The results of the consultation and 

the measures taken by the IEB and interim 

headteacher made a very convincing case 

that the school should be given more time. 

On 18th July, Lucy Butler, Director of 

Children’s Services, submitted a report to 

the monthly meeting of Oxfordshire 

County Council Cabinet stating: it is  

recommended that the Cabinet: (a) not 

proceed at this time with the publication 

of a statutory notice proposing the closure 

of Chiltern Edge School; (b) commission, 

ideally from Ofsted, an external review of 

the progress made by October 2017  

towards addressing the weaknesses  

identified by Ofsted and the construction 

of an in-year balanced budget; (c) consider 

a further report on the progress identified 

by the external review in November.  

I am delighted to say that their recommen-

dation was unanimously accepted. 

Fly-tipping is a real nuisance around the 

parish. Rubbish was recently tipped in a 

lay-by near the Top Common - legal dis-

posal would have cost around £200. 

CCTV operates at this site, and successful 

prosecutions have been made with sub-

stantial fines levied. In this particular 

case, SODC’s investigations are on-going. 

Fines of up to £50,000 can be made. 

There are a few precautions worth taking 

to guard against the rogue contractors: 

ensure that disposal has been included in 

the estimate; ensure the contractor holds a 

waste carrier’s licence, obtain a receipt for 

the rubbish taken away—if it is insuffi-

ciently detailed, take a photograph of the 

rubbish and note the vehicle registration 

number and inform SODC. 

My Favourite Cycle Ride 

On returning home from a cycle ride 

recently I stopped to have a chat with a 

neighbour. He asked me where I’d been 

to which I replied along the NCN 5 from 

Kidmore End to the Blue Tin Shop in 

Ipsden and back. As he’d not heard of it 

he asked what NCN 5 was and I had to 

explain to him that it was 

part of the National  

Sustrans Network. I was 

amazed that he did not 

know of Sustrans so I  

presume that a lot of other 

people are unaware that 

they are within minutes of 

one of the routes. 

Sustrans is a charity that, 

since its foundation in 

1995, has achieved great 

things by creating a UK-

wide network of quiet cy-

cling and walking routes 

that now total over 14,700 

miles. These routes are 

generally well signed with 

a white arrow and bicycle 

on a blue background and/

or a white number in a red 

square. 

The nearest of these routes is designated 

NCN (National Cycle Network) 5. This 

route runs from the River Thames in 

Reading through Wallingford, Oxford, 

Stratford-upon-Avon and Stafford  

eventually finishing at Holyhead on  

Anglesey. 

Starting from the pond in Kidmore End, 

as I did, follow Wood Lane to  

Gallowstree Common to the junction 

with Horsepond Road. Turn right here 

and then almost immediately turn left in 

to Wyfold Road, continue on until the 

junction with Wyfold Lane where it  

becomes Busgrove Lane. Busgrove Lane 

will take you up to Stoke Row almost 

opposite the Cherry Tree pub. Turn left 

and continue along the High Street, maybe 

pausing for a coffee at the newly  

refurbished shop/café, until the turning on 

the left to Checkendon, which you take. A 

few hundred yards along this road take the 

first turning on the right continuing past 

the Black Horse pub, where you might 

want to pause for a pint.  

About a mile past the Black Horse is a 

sharp turning left leading to Garson’s Hill 

and the Blue Tin Farm Shop. A little way 

past the Farm Shop you come to the top of 

Garson’s Hill. The view from here look-

ing towards Wallingford is a just reward 

for your efforts as the route to here has 

been mainly uphill. 

If anyone who cares to sample this small 

section (approximately 5.5 miles) of NCN 

5 has any problems following the signage 

please let me know - phone 0118 972 

2620 or email  

cgarnham@thamesinternet.com.  

For further information about Sustrans 

please visit www.sustrans.org.uk . 

The local section of NCN 5 

http://www.adams-cars.com
mailto:booking@adams-cars.com
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Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

TANDOORI 

The Nettlebed and District Commons 

Conservators and Chiltern Society are 

delighted to announce a partnership to 

manage Kingwood Common which is 

vital for its biodiversity, heritage and as 

a natural asset for the community. It is a 

perfect fit with the Chiltern Society’s  

capability for management of conserva-

tion sites across the entire Chilterns 

area. The site will be protected under a  

Conservation Management Plan, to be 

agreed with the Conservators, which 

The Kingwood and Peppard Common 

Volunteers (KPCV) are a friendly group 

of conservation volunteers who meet 

twice a month to work on Kingwood and 

Peppard Common.  

We are working towards a more open 

woodland on Kingwood Common, small 

glades with heath type/acid grassland 

plants under a light canopy of sparse trees. 

The past few months have been spent cut-

ting and clearing bracken and brambles 

from the glades, in an effort to try and 

stunt their growth. Cut material is then 

stacked into habitat piles to provide  

cover for reptiles and small mammals, etc. 

We have been rewarded with some  

beautiful displays of foxgloves, plus areas 

of pink flowering heath milkwort and 

broad leaved helleborines.  

It’s often not appreciated that we don’t 

use any power tools – that’s why we are 

called a Gym. Whether it’s humping wet 

watercress out of the beds at Ewelme, 

digging out fencing posts at Aston 

Rowant, or cutting down scrub in Tem-

ple Island Meadows, at the end of a 

three hour session you feel you have had 

a workout!  

During the year we’ve acquired some 

new sites and new members. So why not 

come and join us? During the autumn 

we’ll be at Badgemore Primary School, 

the Coppid Estate at Binfield Heath, and 

Greys Court, to name just three of the 24 

sites we work on. If you want to get fit 

and enjoy some of our wonderful  

countryside (including places you 

wouldn’t normally be able to visit) give 

Robin Howles a call on 0118 972 3528 

or visit our website: 

www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk.  

As I wrote this article I was aware that on 

31st July we marked the start of the battle 

at Passchendaele which lasted for over 

100 days and claimed the lives of too 

many soldiers to comprehend. Your  

Memorial Hall was built in 1921 as a  

fitting tribute to those local men who 

were involved with the Great War but 

never returned. The Memorial plaque in 

the hall lists the names of all those men.  

Mike Willoughby and his wife have  

carried out a research project of all the 

War Memorials in Oxfordshire including 

those named on our plaque. The accounts 

of Passchendaele become more relevant 

when you see the name Ernest Henry Pike 

engraved on the plaque. Ernest was  

baptised in All Saints’ Church Peppard in 

1887.When old enough he joined the 

1st/4th Battalion Oxfordshire and  

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. Ernest 

was killed in action on 16th August 1917 

and his body was never found amidst the 

carnage of war.  

We have heard of the huge Tyne Cot  

Memorial in Belgium and Ernest is  

commemorated on it: a very fitting  

tribute. Should anyone reading this article 

know of Ernest or be members of his 

family I would be pleased to hear from 

you - phone 0118 972 4154.  

Your hall will, in four years’ time, be 

celebrating its 100th birthday. Over the 

years many people have been involved in 

taking care of the hall and I believe that it 

is a great tribute to them all that it is still 

in remarkably good condition. Currently 

we are making plans to decorate it  

internally in time to celebrate the end of 

the Great War in 2018. 

We also seem to have had more frequent 

sightings of lizards, including slow 

worms, this year so hopefully they are 

appreciating the habitat piles.  

If you would like to join us the work 

parties run on the 1st Monday and 3rd 

Saturday of each month, from 09:30 to 

12:30. Volunteers are welcome for all or 

any part of that time, and we usually 

break for coffee and cake at about 

11:00. See the Diary page dates. For 

more details, or to join our mailing list, 

please e-mail me on  

ShKinghorn@aol.com. 

 

will be implemented by the Chiltern Soci-

ety in conjunction with the existing King-

wood Volunteers and Sonning Common 

Green Gym. 

Commons have a long heritage, and there 

are remains at Kingwood from when it 

was used in the Second World War by US 

Forces. The continual battle against brush, 

brambles and overgrown grassland  

requires a well organised plan and  

dedicated volunteers.  

The Chiltern Society has over 7,000  

members and over 400 volunteers some of 

whom already maintain footpaths around 

the Nettlebed area. The Society is initiat-

ing projects to protect the network of the 

Chilterns’ commons (with Kingwood as a 

pilot), develop local community champi-

ons, and promote wellbeing. The conser-

vation group being set up at Kingwood 

Common will promote involvement of the 

local community supported by the  

Society’s volunteers, specialist  

knowledge, equipment, fundraising and 

full-time conservation, office and  

marketing staff.  

It is planned that volunteer work groups at 

Kingwood will be run twice a month—

details will be published via the Society’s 

website (www.chilternsociety.org.uk) and 

local parish notices, with joining instruc-

tions and briefings given to all those  

interested.  

We would welcome your involvement so 

if you are interested please contact: Peter 

Duxbury, Chiltern Society Volunteer  

Coordinator. (Tel 07756 070382 

 or e-mail:  

getinvolved@chilternsociety.org.uk ) 

The Animal Agents Summer Reading 

Challenge generated a lot of interest dur-

ing the summer holidays, especially with 

the support of Peppard School, and there 

is still just about time to complete the 

challenge and win a medal: just do it!  

There’s a lot going on in the library nowa-

days, from regular Rhymetimes and  

Storytimes for the youngsters, to Gadget 

Sessions and AgeUK Drop-in sessions for 

those of more mature years. Call in or 

https://chilternsociety.org.uk/
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We always welcome new walkers and 

with such beautiful countryside around us, 

walking is a really pleasurable way of 

keeping fit and making friends. Our  

summer programme of free daily walks 

continues through September, and the new 

programme begins on Monday 2nd  

October.  

If you’ve never been on a health walk, 

autumn is the ideal time of year to try one: 

not too hot, and hopefully not too wet! We 

aim to have two volunteer, trained leaders 

on every walk, one to lead the way, and 

the other to bring up the rear to ensure no 

one gets lost. The new timetable will be 

available from the Library, the Health  

Centre and the Herb Farm, or on our 

website at 

www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/

timetable. If you’d like to talk to someone 

about the health walks, phone Colin  

Davies on 0118 972 2527 

 

We have been extraordinarily busy in 

2017, with the summer filled with week-

end activities and other challenging  

pursuits.  

With the daylight hours lasting long into 

the evening the Cadets have spent many 

evenings training and 

learning Fieldcraft: field-

craft is the Army Cadet’s 

‘Bread and Butter’ involv-

ing camouflage and  

concealment, living in the 

field as well as Army  

tactics. It is also what the 

Cadets at Henley most 

enjoy.  

There has also been cele-

bration at Henley Detach-

ment with Cadet Serjeant 

Matthew Strong, Emma 

Dodd and Maisie Jackson recently being 

promoted to Cadet  

Serjeant: the rank of Serjeant can only 

be reached after achieving the standard 

across the board in disciplines such as 

Shooting, First Aid and Navigation. 

Detachment Commander 2nd Lt  

Thomas Fearn commented ‘Well done 

to our new Cadet Serjeants Strong, 

Dodd and Jackson, they have all worked 

tirelessly over the past five years; the 

standard that needs to be reached in  

order to be promoted to Serjeant is very 

high; they and their families should be 

very proud. With promotion comes  

responsibility I am in no doubt that they 

will each excel further.’  

The Army Cadet Force is a national 

youth organisation sponsored and  

supported by the Ministry of Defence 

for 12 to 18 year olds. Army Cadets 

provides a challenging and varied  

syllabus based on military themes. 

Henley Army Cadet Force parade every 

Wednesday from 19:00 to 21:30 at The 

Old TA Centre on Friday Street and are 

The Friends’ short story competition is 

well underway, there are great prizes to be 

won so if you’re 16 or under please come 

along to the Library to find out the details, 

or go to the website: 

www.friendsofsonningcommonlibrary.org.

uk. The winners will be announced at the 

end of National Libraries’ Week which 

runs from 9th to 14th October.  

Other events are also being organised by 

the Friends during the week to celebrate 

the joy of libraries so please make a date 

in your diary (see Diary page for dates).  

There will be a FoSCL Quiz in the village 

hall. Tickets, from 1st September, are £20 

per team (a maximum of six people).  

Then a talk, The Writer’s Life by two local 

authors, Vera Morris and Tom Fort.  

Tickets will be £5 and include a glass of 

wine. All tickets will be available from the 

Library, Occasions and from FoSCL direct 

at friendsofsonningcommonli-

brary@gmail.com. 

We have also just reached the first  

anniversary of our FoSCL subscription 

scheme, which raises much-needed funds 

following cuts in the county council’s 

book budget. It costs only £10 a year to 

become a Friend to support a vital and 

much loved facility in the village. If you 

are interested please get in touch.  

phone (0118 972 2448 ) for more details. 

If you can’t get to the library for any rea-

son, give us a call and we’ll find a  

volunteer to either bring books to you, or 

help you get to the library.  

There are lots of things you can do online 

via our website: research your family  

history, read current magazines, or 

download ebooks and e-audio books. Go 

to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries to 

investigate. 

 

currently looking for new Cadets and 

Adult Volunteers, feel free to come along 

and experience something new.  

Please contact Detachment Commander 

2nd Lt Thomas Fearn on 

3875fear@armymail.mod.uk or on 07500 

504397. 

Henley Cadets learning Fieldcraft 
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Junior Peppard News 
After a relaxing summer break we are looking forward to a fun packed Autumn term. 

In this issue we look back at some big events from the end of the last academic year and are looking forward to residential trips, the 
Henley Literary Festival and the Lantern Evening.  We are also looking forward to welcoming our new Foundation students who have 
visited us and have been allocated a buddy. 

We hope you enjoy this edition! 
Archie Croft 

After a very competitive application and interview process 
we would like to welcome our new junior editors.  Joining 
Archie Croft in our team are Bethan Toward (Year 6), Evie 
Young and Kieran Dorking (both Year 5).  

We would like to thank everyone who applied, you made it 
very difficult to choose, and we wish the new editors and all 
our contributors every success in the coming year. 

Archie Croft 

On Friday 16th June we had the 2017 Peppard School Sports’ Day.  The 
whole school took part. Fran Whittle said ‘I loved it so much and my  
favourite event was the sprint!’  The winning team was Beech but everyone 
did great. 

In the evening there was food and drinks and we waved goodbye to a 
group of Peppard Dads as they set off to walk 56 miles to raise money for 
our school.  Nina Whitfield said ‘I am so proud of my Dad!’ 

The next day it was the School Fête.  There was a BBQ, a bouncy castle 
and a dog show!! Finally we made a finish line for the Dads as they arrived 
back all sweating and bruised. Archie Croft said ‘I had the time of my life!’  

I think we all agree with Archie. 
Lily Jelowitz 

It’s that time of year when many of us sadly have to leave Peppard 
School and embark upon our next adventure.  There are lots of different 
schools that have been chosen by the Year 6s: Gillotts, St Josephs and 
Wallingford.  Someone is even moving to Poland! Joe Biggin said ‘I’m 
excited and kind of sad, but mostly excited!’ 

It is a very emotional time for everyone, but we all cheer up during the 
water fight after the last assembly. 

Unfortunately we will be saying goodbye to more than just Year 6s.  Mrs 
Barlow is moving to Cyprus, She said that she is ‘emotional, excited and 
apprehensive all rolled into one.’  One of our Peppard News Editors, Lily 
Jelowitz, is moving to Dubai. She said ‘I’m very excited. It will be a good 
experience.’ 

Also our Year 6 teacher is leaving to work at a different school after three 
years of hard work here at Peppard. We will all be sad t see her go.  She 
said ‘I’m sad because the children are special and it’s a beautiful place, 
but I’m excited for a new adventure.’ 

During the Leavers’ assembly, the different classes will do something like 
singing or a drawing to say goodbye to the Year 6s.  After that the leav-
ers will share their memories of their time at Peppard School and will be 
given a book. 

Fortunately the water fight afterwards will put a smile on our faces.  It is 
fun way to say goodbye to the leavers and we wish them all the best of 
luck. 

Lois Powell 

Some of the Dads are welcomed back 



Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults 

General Dentistry 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 

  Implants 

  Tooth Whitening 

Sonning Common  Invisible braces 

Tel 0118 972 2626  Treatment of nervous patients 

‘Your smile in safe hands’ 
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This year the production was Oliver! After five weeks of rehearsals, the show 
started. First up was Greys Class (workhouse children with Food, Glorious 
Food). Peppard were next with Consider Yourself. Next was Highmoor with Who 
Will Buy? The audience loved all of the show. 

Charlie Upsher (Oliver Twist) said ‘Peppard Primary School are really lucky to be 
able to do a show every year at the Kenton Theatre, I loved every second of it. I 
was really lucky to be Oliver Twist for my final show at Peppard.’ 

Archie Upsher (a strawberry seller) quoted ‘It was great and it was funny when 
there was thunder. I thought it was special effects.’ 

Well done all of Peppard Primary School.  You all did amazingly well. 
Charlie Upsher 

In May, Charlie Upsher went to Pinewood Studios to act in a film that is com-
ing out at Christmas 2018. Charlie said ‘It was very exciting, lots of actors and 
at least ten cameras.’ But it wasn’t all action, he had to deal with some bore-
dom, ‘I mostly did tutoring as there was a lot of time waiting around.’ 

Charlie played a 1930s London boy. He had to work from 10 in the morning to 
6 in the evening. But he said of his experience ‘I would love to do it again. I 
would love to be an actor when I grow up.’ 

Of course we couldn’t let him leave without asking him what his favourite sand-
wich filling is, ‘Pickle with ham and cheese.’ 

Archie Croft 

This term we have taken part in a story writing competition run by the River and Rowing 
Museum. We had to write a story about our own animal character just like Beatrix Potter.  
Max Claridge and Francesca Whittle both won in their age groups and so their classes got a 
trip to the River and Rowing Museum to see the Beatrix Potter exhibition and for the winner 
to be presented with their prizes.  The best prize was a copy of the book which had their 
stories printed in. 

On the trip we got to see Beatrix Potter books and some of the things she made. Her pic-
tures, lots of things with Peter Rabbit on and a board game.  My favourite item was a hot 
water bottle which she would put on her pillow case and sleep on. 

Outside we did a trail following yellow flowers to Mr McGregor’s garden which had lots of 
vegetables in and Mr McGregor’s shed.  There was so much to play with, stepping stones, 
water runs and fantastic places to hide. 

The best part of the day was playing upstairs in The Burrow where we could explore Peter 
Rabbit’ tunnel, help Mrs Tiggywinkle with her washing and dress up as Beatrix Potter’s char-
acters. 

Jemima Hall 

Charlie Upsher as Oliver! 

Winner Francesca Whittle 

Charlie Upsher 

The cast of Oliver! 



Highmoor Nursery School 
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and 
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education. 

 Open Monday to Friday during term-time 
 Full and part-time places 
 Fully government funded sessions available 
 Children taken from age 2 

Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk  
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round. 

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions 

 Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS 

 Three mornings sessions per week 

 Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities 

 Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid 
trained and DBS checked 

Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on 
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837 
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Having greeted me warmly, Valerie took 

me into her living room containing  

hundreds of books.  ‘Life would be just 

awful without books’ she announced.  

Her favourite is Anthony Trollope but a 

glance at her bookshelves illustrated an 

extremely eclectic taste in reading. She 

also completes the Daily Telegraph 

Toughie crossword puzzle every day: 

she was once a finalist and went up to 

London to meet the compilers. Valerie 

also plays the piano although nowadays 

not as much as she would like. 

As well as books and music (Elgar is her 

favourite), she loves the theatre. Once a 

regular attendee of the Chichester  

Festival, now with her lack of mobility, 

she shares a taxi with friends to go to the 

theatre in London.  Her enthusiasm for 

books and theatre personifies her  

enthusiasm for life.  She claims that she 

loves enthusiasm in other people but it 

would be rare to meet anyone quite as 

enthusiastic about everything as Valerie. 

For those people who do not know  

Valerie Phelps, they are likely to be  

familiar with the lady in a big hat who 

rides a tricycle. There was a time when 

she would ride around the whole village 

chatting to anyone who crossed her path 

but unfortunately she had a nasty fall 

and now has difficulty walking.  She is a 

great believer in exercise and still tries 

to ride her tricycle for half an hour a day 

just along Blount’s Court Road but has 

had to give up driving altogether.  How-

ever, friends and family take her out 

with Ulysses, her trusty wheelchair. 

It is, perhaps, her enthusiasm that made 

her such a good, and popular, teacher.  

She came to Peppard in 1971 after the 

breakdown of her marriage left her alone 

with two small children.  Valerie chose 

Peppard because her parents farmed in 

nearby Shiplake and she remembered 

our commons as a place where she rode 

as a child.  With her parents’ help, her 

children attended Highlands school; a 

small private primary school situated 

opposite the cricket pitch. Initially a 

parent, she became a teacher there: she 

taught everything except maths and her 

particular joy was taking the children for 

nature walks.  Sadly, she developed ME 

(myalgic encephalomyelitis also known as 

chronic fatigue syndrome) which curtailed 

her teaching career and from which she 

still suffers from time to time. Later, she 

helped run an after-school Latin club at 

Peppard School; it was such a novelty that 

it was featured on Radio 4.  She also un-

dertook pre-university tutoring in English. 

It was a red letter day when, as a school-

girl, she was one of the few to win a place 

at university.  She went on to study  

English and Latin at St Andrews in  

Scotland.  Upon leaving university in the 

early 60s she lived in London and had 

ambitions to go into politics.  She worked 

for the, then, London County Council and 

then a Tory MP. 

Perhaps it was frustrated political  

ambition that made her throw herself into  

village life once she was settled in  

Peppard.  Valerie wanted to ‘put some-

thing back’ and consequently she was a 

Parish Councillor for 30 years. Whenever 

new people moved into Peppard she 

would visit to welcome them and present 

them with a cake. Valerie was responsible 

for maintaining a few footpaths and she 

would always visit if a householder near 

her made a planning application.  

Not content with being a Parish  

Councillor, Valerie was also on the  

Parochial Church Council and was  

Secretary for many years, she was  

Chairman of the Governors for Peppard 

CofE Primary school where she knew 

every child by name and she is still  

involved with Peppard Relief in Need. 

Her principle has always been to listen 

and chat to everyone without judging. 

A double-sided pendant adorns her neck 

with photographs of her children. Cecily 

and Rupert; she says she likes to keep 

them close.  She is an adoring grand-

mother of one grandson and two grand-

daughters and glowed with pride as she 

recounted her trip to Cambridge for her 

grandson’s graduation.  Although she 

can’t travel easily, she treasures her visits 

to her children. 

Our thoroughly enjoyable interview ended 

with a rather lively debate about The 

Archers: thus demonstrating that listening 

to the radio is yet another thing that  

Valerie enjoys. 

Morris Meredith Williams designed five 

of the stained glass windows in All Saints’ 

Church. His father was Rector in the final 

decade of the 19th century and his sister, 

Phyllis, was churchwarden in the 1960s. 

An Artist’s War: the Art and Letters of 

Morris and Alice Meredith Williams by 

Phyllida Shaw is an illustrated tribute that 

does her subjects proud. The better known 

of the two, Alice, who lived from 1877 to 

1934, was a sculptor responsible with 

Morris for aspects of First World War 

memorials including the Scottish National 

War Memorial at Edinburgh Castle.  

Alice and Morris met in Paris in 1902. He 

was four years younger and, though short 

of stature and with imperfect eyesight, he 

served in the First World War. For the 

duration Alice lived in Peppard to be near 

Morris’s mother and sister and found work 

at Greys Green Farm. During his war  

service and for some months after the end 

of the war, Morris drew and painted when-

ever the opportunity arose. He and Alice 

corresponded almost daily. Their corre-

spondence survives virtually intact as do 

Morris’s numerous sketch books. It is 

upon this archive that Phyllida Shaw has 

based An Artist’s War. Much of the book’s 

text relies on the reproduction of interest-

ing passages from the letters of a devoted 

couple, mainly Morris’s but sometimes 

from those of Alice.  

Some of the local references may be of 

interest. ‘One of the things that struck me 

most about the trenches .... every day the 

larks were soaring up, just as if they were 

on Peppard Common.’ ‘I wish I could 

really describe this part of the line. Imag-

ine Henley practically destroyed ...’ ‘This 

morning we went over to a small valley to 

make a rifle range for practising. The 

place reminded me very much of the  

country around Peppard, especially 

Crowsley woods ...’  

Coincidentally, publication of this beauti-

ful book has occurred during the centenary 

of the First World War.  

 

An Artist’s War: the Art and Letters of 

Morris & Alice Meredith Williams by 

Phyllida Shaw. The History Press, Stroud, 

2017. Price £30.  

Our Village, contd. Peppard People 

mailto:admin@highmoornursery.co.uk
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A true child of Peppard, Gillian has had 

a very varied path to her current role as 

Headteacher of Checkendon CofE  

Primary school. She attended Peppard 

CofE Primary school, which she loved, 

before going on to Chiltern Edge 

School and then King James College, 

now Henley College. 

Unsure of what she wanted to do, she 

left school and had a year off; not  

exactly a gap year although it ended up 

as one.  She decided that she wanted her 

future career to be in education, so she 

went to the University of Worcester to 

read English and Psychology. 

Still not quite ready to settle down, she 

applied to the VSO (Voluntary Service 

Overseas) where she had a placement to 

teach at a large girls’ boarding school in 

Nigeria. At the end of her two-year 

stint, she returned to Liverpool to study 

for a Postgraduate Certificate in Educa-

tion. A passionate advocate of state 

education, Gillian’s first experience of 

teaching in the UK was at a community 

school in Warrington. 

She then taught in Somalia; it was be-

fore commencement of the civil war, 

but she says that she still experienced 

some ‘hairy moments’.  It was all a  

terrific experience for her, if a little 

daunting at the beginning: she taught 

and ran, single-handedly, a school for 

children of the employees of the Booker 

Tate sugar company factory. 

In Somalia she met Giuseppe, her future 

husband. An Italian biologist, he was 

setting up a health care project for an 

aid organisation. Before they left  they 

had decided to get married. As he spoke 

English and Gillian lacked Italian, they 

decided to return to the UK and married 

a year later. 

It was right at the end of the summer 

term when they returned and the  

Oxfordshire schools had already broken 

up but the Berkshire schools were open 

two more days.  Gillian found a job at 

Bradfield CofE Primary school – her 

first experience of teaching in a CofE 

school.  Giuseppe, meanwhile, found a 

job at Amersham International, a  

renowned biotechnology company. 

Even having three children did not stop 

her. When her children were young she 

did a lot of supply teaching in both  

Peppard and Sonning Common primary 

schools and also had a job-share with  

another teacher/Mum. 

Eventually, in the early 2000s, she 

worked part-time for a new Headteacher 

at Checkendon Cof E School. It was a 

wonderful opportunity as she was able to 

work part time in a job-share with the 

Headteacher whilst her children were 

small. As they grew older, she went full-

time, and, in 2012, she became the  

Assistant Headteacher when the, then, 

Headteacher was promoted to Executive 

Head of the combined Checkendon and 

Stoke Row schools. During this time, 

Gillian undertook another post-graduate 

Certificate in Special Education Needs 

and then a Masters degree in Education. 

Finally, in 2014 she was promoted to 

Headteacher and, this year, gained the 

National Professional Qualification for 

Headship. The role is very demanding and 

she finds she works a full five days plus 

time at weekends and she chuckles as she  

explains that being Headteacher doesn’t 

mean just sitting behind a desk; she still 

teaches but also, because of lack of staff, 

if there is a blocked lavatory it is Gillian 

who dons the rubber gloves to sort it out. 

Eventually she studied Italian and  

recounts how, when she took her GCSE, 

she had to sit the exam at Abingdon Boys’ 

school surrounded by teenage boys. The 

family go to Italy most years – to visit 

Giuseppe’s parents in Rome and to visit 

other parts Italy. Their children, a son and 

two daughters, are all totally bilingual.  

By co-incidence, her children all have 

some involvement in education and,  

indeed, her oldest daughter, a teacher, is 

currently working temporarily at 

Checkendon. 

Concerned about recent UNICEF findings 

that the UK is 16th in a report on  

children’s well-being (first place is the  

Netherlands), Gillian, not being one to 

rest on her laurels, is investigating the 

concept of ‘risky play’ in primary schools. 

Will she ever stop or slow down, I won-

der?  Possibly not – when someone loves 

her job as much as Gillian, why stop? 

Where Are They Now? 

Over 60s, couples and singles, are  

welcome to come and meet friends and 

make new ones. Cost of the two course 

meal with tea or coffee and free raffle is 

£5. For those who have attended most of 

the year the Christmas lunch is free!  See 

Diary page for all dates.  For more infor-

mation call Betty Butler 01491 681780. 

Bring your precious antiques to be valued 

by professional valuer, Simon Jones of 

Jones and Jacobs Auction House, for 

£3.00 per item on Wednesday 25th  

October  10:00-12:00 at Christ the King 

Church Hall, Sedgewell Road, Sonning 

Common. All profits to the parish of 

Christ the King Church and St John's 

Church, Kidmore End. Call Sue Nickson 

0118 972 4520 for more information. 

In aid of Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice, 

this dinner will take place on Saturday 

23rd September at Shiplake College. The 

evening starts with a drinks reception at 

19:00, dinner at 19:30, followed by an 

auction of fine arts and Bond memora-

bilia. £85 per ticket. 

Contact Margaret Thomas on 01491 

641384 ext 270 to book your place.

We will be performing Bullard’s A Christ-

mas Feast and other festive favourites on 

Saturday 16th December, 19:30 and Sun-

day 17th December, 14:00, at  

Chiltern Edge School. Tickets £12 (under 

21s £6) available from the box office 

07500 032840 or from: 

www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk 

nearer the date. 

A total of £1,150 was raised by the  

Sonning Common village choir in June. 

This was donated to local Sonning Com-

mon charities and also to Hearing Dogs 

for Deaf People.  The choir's Christmas 

Event will be held in Sonning Common 

Village Hall on Saturday 9th December at 

14:00. Tickets available from mid-

November.  More information from  

margaret.moola@btinternet.com. 

Snippets 



Clubs and Societies 
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Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-

fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 

others who may wish to apply, please call: 

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245) 

The Red Lion 
Peppard Common 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Country Pub 

01491 628329 
www.redlionpeppard.co.uk 

This autumn will be our eighth season, or 

more if you count the series of James 

Bond films we screened before the 2008 

Revels which celebrated the centenary of 

Ian Fleming’s birth.  

In October we’re showing The Imitation 

Game starring Benedict Cumberbatch as 

Alan Turin, the Bletchley Park boffin who 

cracked the German Enigma code and 

later committed suicide having been  

harassed on account of his homosexuality.  

Then in November it’s Paddington, Mi-

chael Bond’s funny story of a Peruvian 

bear who comes to London, creates havoc 

in the Brown family home and is finally 

rescued from a taxidermist. The details of 

how to book are on the enclosed flyer.  

It’s the best value for money evening out 

in Peppard – supper in a bowl, a glass of 

Laithwaite’s wine and the film. But please 

book early – we are frequently oversub-

scribed and we hate turning people away.  

And if you are hard of hearing, don’t 

worry – we put subtitles on! 

Currently in the midst of the club cham-

pionships, with all participants striving 

to make the final to be held at the club 

on 10th September, great tennis is  

assured as well as plenty of refreshment. 

We continue to enter teams into the local 

leagues and, following recent success, 

will be entering more teams into this 

year’s competition. New players are re-

quired for Men’s/Women’s/Mixed teams 

and the club would like to invite existing 

and prospective members to contact the 

club if they wish to participate.  

The ever popular American Tournament 

will be held on Sunday 1st October from 

10:00 with a BBQ to follow. This is a 

fun format and a very enjoyable outing.  

The committee is currently reviewing 

various options to enhance the facilities 

to make this club an even better place to 

learn, play and enjoy tennis for all ages 

and abilities.  

The popular club sessions continue to 

run on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

18:00 and also Sundays from 10:00. If 

you would like to be part of the team or 

require any further information please 

visit www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk or 

call 0118 947 4051. 

 

They say the sun shines on the righteous! I 

am not sure what Peppard WI has done to 

upset anyone but it certainly hasn’t shined 

on us recently.  

As part of our fundraising for our centen-

ary celebrations, we arranged an Open 

Garden event in July. We woke to a dry, if 

cloudy, morning but by the time the visi-

tors were due to arrive it was raining hard 

and rained continuously until it closed. 

However visitors arrived and most brave 

souls did a quick tour of the garden before 

coming indoors to enjoy a warming cup of 

coffee and the company of members of the 

public and those from other WIs in the 

area. This fulfils the aim of Peppard WI, 

to offer friendship to all. Thank you to all 

who supported that wet affair.  

At our June meeting we were kept amused 

by Kevin Little, the fishmonger from Un-

ion Street or ‘Smelly Alley’ in Reading. 

He told us how those names originated 

and other hilarious stories of life in his 

trade.  

Also in June we used the FISH bus to go 

to the Hearing Dogs for Deaf People  

Centre at Princes Risborough where we 

were given a fascinating insight into the 

training of these dogs.  

Our July meeting was blessed with better 

weather. We went to Charlbury, to the 

new home of John and Liz Waterfall, our 

ex-president. After relaxing in their beau-

tiful garden, we were given tea and  

delicious fruitcake before we left for 

home. It is nice to be able to picture them 

in their new setting. Thank you John and 

Liz for a lovely day.  

If you are interested to learn more of what 

we have in store for the coming months do 

ring 0118 348 0485 

The club is entering the final stages of 

another enjoyable season which seems to 

have gone faster than any! The 1st XI have 

hit form and quite remarkably currently 

lie second in the Berkshire League Pre-

mier Division, while the 2nd XI picked up 

their second Division One win of the  

season against West Reading recently and 

the 3rd XI are sitting happily in mid-table 

in Division Three.  

The two Sunday sides both possess win-

ning records and the Under 19s and 17s 

both qualified for the knock-out stages of 

their respective competitions, those games 

are yet to be played. The Under 15s were 

runners-up in their Oxfordshire group and 

there has also been plenty of success for 

the U13s, U11s and U9s, the latter win-

ning their division and a competition at 

Purley on Thames.  

Both grounds have been in fine nick and 

the club looks forward to finishing the 

season on a high, most notably with the 

Junior Fun Day on Monday 28th August.  

If anyone if interested in joining the club 

as a senior player, please contact chair-

man Gerry Bacon (07785 771847) or as 

a junior, Andy Watts (07884 931906).  

http://www.redlionpeppard.co.uk
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Work is still underway on this wonderful 

facility; footpaths have been cleared and 

signs erected to clearly show the way for 

people to enjoy the walks through this 

beautiful landscape. 

Dog walkers have always been welcomed, 

however recently dogs have been playing 

and fouling in the new bunkers and on the 

fairways. Walkers, with or without dogs, 

are not permitted to walk on the course. 

Please keep to the footpaths, keep dogs 

under control and take your and their litter 

home. Thank you. 

This year’s Wyfold RDA’s Summer 

Fun Day was on a blisteringly hot day, 

unlike last year’s. The riders put on a 

very special show, having fun dressing 

as characters from Cinderella and per-

forming a display to the theme music. 

Many thanks to all those volunteers who 

walked miles practising for the event. 

The ponies were turned out beautifully 

and all looked ready to go to the ball. 

The most popular attraction on the day 

was the Pony Rides which took place 

under the shade of the big beech trees 

which surround our paddocks. The 

event raised £900 for the charity.  

We had a very good day at The Henley 

Sheepdog Trials and were delighted to 

be visited by Ben Fogle and his family 

who did our Lucky Dip and joined in 

our quiz ‘What’s in the Tack Box?’. 

Coming up in August, we will have a 

stall at the Binfield Heath Flower Show 

on Saturday 26th August and then we 

shall be attending The Henley Regatta 

for the Disabled on Saturday 2nd  

September. On Sunday 1st October we 

will be at The Henley Ploughing Match 

at Bishopsland, Dunsden. Do come and 

visit our stall.  

We have been a Community Youth Club 

for six years having formed in August 

2011 when the County Council withdrew 

funding from all rural youth clubs and 

maintained only seven hubs in large  

Oxfordshire towns and Oxford City.  

Georgie Bird, who was Leader until  

recently, is off to University in Septem-

ber. She was great fun and well respected 

and the young people will miss her. The 

Committee has decided to take the oppor-

tunity to revitalise the youth club by  

employing two equal Leaders (instead of 

a youth leader and a youth support 

worker) to take the club forward into the 

future. With the village growing, we need 

to provide a safe and secure place for our 

youngsters to relax and meet with their 

friends. The numbers coming into the 

club in the past few weeks have been 

nothing short of astonishing. We regu-

larly have 45 young people coming in 

each week and recently it has been over 

60+. It has taken the combined efforts of 

the staff member and five or six volun-

teers to ensure they are well supervised 

and safe.  

Now that Chiltern Edge School has been 

saved we have the support of the new 

headteacher, Moira Green, who clearly 

understands the importance of maintain-

ing a safe place for children to relax. We 

have a new representative from the Parish 

Council, Mika Rinta-Suksi, who lives 

locally and has a young family. He is 

very keen to make the village a safe place 

for youngsters. Indeed, the club owes its 

very existence to Sonning Common  

Parish Council, without whose continued 

support we cannot function.  

We are putting together a programme of 

activities and events for the autumn and 

winter and have some exciting things 

coming.  

If you are already a member of a tennis 

club you will know that it is a fantastic 

sport playable by all ages and with all 

levels of experience.  

However there are lots of people that say 

that they either can't or have never played 

tennis: so if you fancy a go, or you want 

your children to be active and get some 

exercise, then give us a call or e-mail us.  

Our tennis club is local, in a delightful 

setting with just two excellent tarmac 

courts that are free for use for much of the 

time and can be used all year round, in-

cluding this coming Autumn and Winter! 

At only £30 per annum per family, or £20 

per adult each year we provide great value 

for money. The aim of the club is to pro-

vide an affordable and informal facility in 

the area for those who want access to a 

tennis court for themselves, their friends 

and their family. So dust off that racket, 

dig out those trainers, get in touch and 

give it a go. Please contact me (01491 

680324) for more information or if you 

have any questions about our club, or see: 

www.sonningcommontennisclub.org 

Millie Jewell on Cobweb with Mia Stace-Gill leading 

 

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services 
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),  

or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonyrgoodchild@btinternet.com 

for a free quote and call out 

www.mrf1xit.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everything you need for  

your pets and wild birds 
Food & Accessories 

Friendly personal service with lots of parking 

Southlea House, Blounts Court Road 

Sonning Common 

Tel: 0118 924 2747 

(Just at the top of Gravel Hill) 
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As I write, the sun shines strong in the 

August sky.  But I’m conscious that when 

you read this, we’ll be moving into  

autumn. 

I’ve always enjoyed the autumn – the first 

slight chill, with perhaps a hint of wood 

smoke in the air; the sense of ‘contraction’ 

after the expansiveness of summer; maybe 

too a retreat into a more reflective mode 

of being. 

In Canada, where I was born, we always 

called the season, ‘Fall’ – a rather literal 

description of what’s going on.  Our 

physical surroundings change dramati-

cally as the wonder of nature unfolds  

before our eyes yet again. 

What does the change of season say about 

ourselves?  What goes on inside us as the 

weather turns colder, as the greens turn to 

auburns and browns, and as the leaves 

fall?  

Perhaps autumn means for us a return to 

work, school, or university; or it may 

mean simply settling back into routines 

that for a fleeting moment in summer gave 

way to something different. I still remem-

ber that feeling I had as a child when the 

autumn term fast approached: not a feel-

ing of dread (because I liked school), but 

maybe a sense of ‘falling’ back into the 

rhythms of daily life after the excitement 

of the holidays.  I don’t think that feeling 

has ever left me completely. 

Rainer Maria Rilke, the Austrian poet, 

captured this sense of ‘Fall’ beautifully in 

a poem called simply, ‘Autumn’.  It ends 

like this:  

We all are falling.  This hand there is  

falling. 

And have a look at others: it’s in them 

all. 

And yet there is One, who holds this 

falling 

Eternally gently in His hands.      

May God bless us all this autumn. 

Good news – by Michaelmas our  

Benefice will have its full complement 

of clergy. Recently, at Christ Church 

Cathedral, Stewart Morgan was  

ordained Deacon – a worthy achieve-

ment. He will continue his ministry in 

this Benefice. The Reverend Sheila 

Walker will soon be joining us from a 

parish in the Exeter Diocese. Her  

Licensing will take place at St. John the 

Baptist, Kidmore End on 14th September 

at 19:30.  

During the August holiday period we 

have been ‘on foot’ when the main  

Sunday service has been held at one of 

the three churches in the Benefice.  

However, regular Evening Prayer has 

continued at All Saints’.  

Forthcoming events include: the  

Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust 

Ride and Stride – Saturday 9th Septem-

ber between 10:00 and 18:00, partici-

pants and sponsors are required!  

On Sunday 24th September – Harvest 

Thanksgiving at All Saints’ at 10:30 

followed by a Bring and Share Harvest 

Lunch at Peppard Memorial Hall from 

12:00 – all welcome.  

We would love to see some new people! 

For details please phone Barbara  

Langdale – 0118 972 1249.  

The annual service for Friends of St.  

Birinus will take place at Dorchester  

Abbey at 17:00 on 24th September. There 

will be no Evening Prayer at All Saints’ 

on that Sunday.  

The RSCM Choirs’ Festival will take 

place at St. Helen’s Church, Abingdon on 

Saturday 14th October with Festal  

Evensong at 17:00. That is all from me.  

We would love to see you in our  

congregation some time – where you 

would receive a very warm welcome with 

the opportunity to join us for coffee and a 

chat afterwards! 

Our next annual Ride and Stride is on 9th 

September and we are looking for local 

families to take the challenge and join us. 

Ride and Stride is a sponsored event 

whereby participants travel between our 

wonderful churches, enjoying their archi-

tecture and history which, let’s face it, we 

often take for granted. The funds raised 

ensures their beauty can be appreciated by 

future generations. So why not get on your 

bike, feet, horse, tractor or any form of 

transport you choose to search out and 

support all the finest church architecture 

Oxfordshire has to offer?  

Believe it or not, churches do not mend 

themselves, they need constant repair, 

maintenance and improvements. Our Ride 

and Stride event is the perfect opportunity 

to get outdoors as a family, get some exer-

cise, give back to your community and 

seek out some of our hidden treasures.  

Over 500 churches in the county will open 

their doors to participants between 10:00 

and 18:00. Age is no excuse, our youngest 

participant last year was just a few months 

old and our eldest ninety one! 

Taking part is easy: see www.ohct.org.uk/

ride-stride/take-part/ 

All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk 

Rector: Rev’d James Stickings  0118 972 1459 

 

Churchwardens: Adrienne Heriot 01491 629254 

 Kathie Anderson 0118 972 2694 
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St Michael’s Catholic Church  
 

Father Michael Sharkey 

Deacon Brian Theobald  0118 972 2796 

e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk 

www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk 

www.peppardnews.co.uk 

HAVING A CLEAR OUT? 
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy. 

Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,  

jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items. 

Henley Antiques 
House calls by appointment 

0118 924 2582         07768 918501 

frednickson@henleyantiques.com 

Kathryn Fell Photography 
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets, 
Events, Product Pack shots, Food. 

Mobile studio can come to you 
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk 

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE 
(previously Pembroke Glass) 

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 
 

CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION 
 

We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors 

and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc. 
 

Tel: 01491 629901   Fax: 01491 629904 

As you walk or drive past St Michael’s 

you might notice that the outside looks a 

little brighter as it was repainted in July.  

Over two weekends in June almost 30 

children made their first Holy Commun-

ion and in May about 15 young people 

were Confirmed by Archbishop Kevin 

McDonald. Most of the children are pupils 

at St Martin’s, our parish primary school 

in Caversham Park Village.  

In July we had a half-day visit to the  

Newman College, Littlemore near Oxford. 

This was where John Henry Newman 

was living when he was received into 

the Catholic Church in 1845. The resi-

dent religious sisters gave a brief sum-

mary of Newman’s life with the help of 

the many pictures in the college library 

and then showed us Newman’s room 

and chapel. There was time to examine 

some of the many artefacts associated 

with his life. The visit concluded with a 

time of quiet prayer and a picnic lunch 

in the college garden. For those inter-

ested the college is open to visitors most 

days: see: 

www.newmanfriendsinternational.org/

newman.  

A new initiative that began in July was 

our Snack & Chat lunch and is an invita-

tion for local people to come together 

for a simple lunch, e.g. bowl of soup. It 

is free and is not part of a religious  

service. The aim is to hold these monthly 

with the next one planned for 19th Sep-

tember. The church hall door opens at 

noon with lunch served at 12:30. Look out 

for the posters or check our website.  

We have invited Rise Theatre, a group of 

young professional actors, to perform 

their new play Romero – Heartbeat of El 

Salvador in St Michael’s on Wednesday 

22nd November. It looks at the life and 

legacy of Archbishop Oscar Romero who 

was assassinated at the altar for standing 

up for the poor people of El Salvador. The 

challenge is summed up in Romero’s 

quote, ‘Aspire not to have more, but to be 

more.’ Tickets are anticipated to be £10. 

Check the parish website for updates 

nearer the time. 

Currently there are several activities  

on-going during the week at the church: 

Tuesday morning at 09:45 ASPIRE, a 

women's group, meet to share life and 

discuss a topical book; Wednesday morn-

ing at 10:00 the ARK provides a safe, 

warm, friendly and welcoming environ-

ment for parents with babies & toddlers 

aged 0 - 3 (specifically up to the term after 

the child's 3rd birthday). Various prayer 

and bible studies gatherings are on-going 

at the church - please contact us for 

more details. 

The church community regularly meets 

on Sunday mornings from 10:30 till 

12:00 and services are relaxed, vary in 

style and include tea and coffee. All are 

welcome and prayer is available for any-

one who would like to be prayed for.  

We also undertake practical workshops 

and events. Regular events that we sup-

port are: a youth film night that is avail-

able for young people aged 12 and over 

(19:00 till 21:30); Compassionate Loaf – 

a group running baking workshops and 

pop-up shops that support local  

charities; the Steering Wheel Fellowship 

who meet once a month in The Catherine 

Wheel pub in Henley to chat about classic 

cars and life; Compassionate Creative – a  

volunteer group run by a local artist that  

engages local communities in collective 

integrated creative art initiatives.  

Over the spring and early summer, we 

have supported Mary’s Meals who pro-

vide meals for hungry children, a young 

musician studying classical guitar at the 

Royal Academy of Music in London, anti-

trafficking work in South India and the 

church in Croatia and West Africa.  

For further information on any of these 

please phone, e-mail or see our website. 

Attendees of the Remembrance Sunday service at All Saints’ will be very familiar with this name, the first of the Fallen read each year. 

After Evening Prayer on Sunday 9th July, some roses had been left by the war memorial in the churchyard: there was also a card, left by 

the great niece of Captain A’Bear, in memory of the Uncle Jack she never knew. The next day, 10th July 2017, was the centenary of his 

death, killed in action at the age of 24. A’Bear’s parents lived at Cowfields Farm in the ecclesiastical parish of Rotherfield Peppard. 

Captain A’Bear served in the Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment and is buried at Reninghelst New Military Cemetery near Ypres, 

Belgium.   (Please see the Peppard News website for an unabridged version of this article.) 

Kevin and Linsey Potter 

0118 972 4519 

www.springwaterchurch.org.uk 
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com 



Page 16 www.peppardnews.co.uk 

Peppard Diary 

 

Sunday Services at Springwater 

(Peppard Congregational Church) 

Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00 t Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30 

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00 

Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30 

Myofascial Release, Sports Massage, 
Pregnancy Massage, 
Hot Stone Massage, 

Treatments for postural problems, 
jaw & neck pain 

www.intelligent-touch.co.uk 

Nicki: 07733224694 

NORMAN COX & PARTNERS 
The Timber Yard, Checkendon, RG8 0TH 

 

All types of fencing & gates, trellis, hazel hurdles, sleepers, cladding. 
Standard & custom built sheds, playhouses, gazebos, summer houses. 
Mulch, decorative & play bark, mushroom compost, oak supplied/cut. 

 

01491 680671 -  Mon-Fri 8-5 & Sat 8:30-12:30 - mail@normancox.co.uk 

Visit our website: www.normancox.co.uk 

SEPTEMBER  

Sat 2 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 Tue 10 Friends of SC Library/The Writer's Life/SC Library/19:00 

  Wyfold RDA/Henley Regatta for Disabled Wed 11 WI/Harvest Lunch/Masterchef Experiences/PWMH/14:00 

  Hort Soc Autumn Sale/SC Vill Hall/14:30-16:00 Sat 14 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

Sun 3 Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 874220 Mon 16 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

Tue 5 Peppard School term begins Wed 18 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 

Sat 9 Oxon Hist Church Trust/Ride & Stride/10:00-18:00 Fri 20 Peppard School half term begins 

Sun 10 Peppard Tennis Club Championships   Film Club/Imitation Game/PWMH/19:00/07747762871 

  SC Business Collab/Butcher's Arms/10:30 Sat 21 Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com 

Mon 11 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30 Wed 25 Antqs Valu Day/Christ the King/10:00-12:00/01189724520 

Wed 13 WI/Energy 1430/PWMH/14:00 Sat 28 Sue Ryder Frwrk Display/www.sueryder.org/nbfireworks 

Sat 16 Hort Soc/Coach Outing/Wakefield Place Mon 30 Peppard School Half term ends 

  Sue Ryder Forget-me-Not Walk/09:30/01491 641383 x 270 NOVEMBER 

  Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com Sat 4 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

Mon 18 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30   Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/0118 9723609 

Tue 19 St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12:00/0118 9723418 Sun 5 All Saints' Patronal Festival/10:30 

Sat 23 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30   Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 874220 

  Sue Ryder/Shiplake College Dinner/19:00/01491 641384 x 270 Mon 6 Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com 

Sun 24 All Saints' Harvest Thanksgiving/10:30 Wed 8 WI/Brass Rubbing/PWMH/14:00 

OCTOBER Sun 12 All Saints' Remembrance Service/10:30 

Sun 1 Wyfold RDA/Henley Ploughing Match/Dunsden Mon 13 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30 

  Peppard Tennis Club/American Tournament/BBQ/10:00 Tue 14 Hort Soc/Brook Cottage Gdn/PWMH/19:30 

  Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491 874220 Wed 15 Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780 

Mon 2 Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com Sat 18 Kgwd Pepp Com Vols/09:30-12:30/Shkinghorn@aol.com 

Fri 6 Friends of SC Library Quiz/SC Vill Hall/19:00 Mon 20 RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30 

Sat 7 Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/0118 9723609 Wed 22 St Michael's/Rise Theatre/01189723418 

Mon 9 RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30 Fri 24 Film Club/Paddington/PWMH/19:00/07747762871 

  National Library Week Sat 25 Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30 

Tue 10 Hort Soc/Winter Plants/PWMH/19:30   Sue Ryder Christmas Fair/01491641384x270 

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986   (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 

SC & Peppard Table Tennis Club/Mem Hall/Juniors – Mon 17.00/0118 946 3191               Walking Football/Bishopswood Grnd – Tue 10.30/0118 972 2188 

 

Sunday Services 

at All Saints’ 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER NOTES 

3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26  24
th

 September - Harvest 

 Thanksgiving 

X No Service 

A Benefice Eucharist at Christ the 

 King 

B Festal Evensong 

 5
th

 November – Patronal Festival 

R Remembrance Sunday 

09.00 Communion         X     
10.30 Communion (sung)         A     
10.30 Matins           R   
10.30 Family Service              
10.30 Sunday School              
18.30 Evensong          B    

 

http://www.intelligent-touch.co.uk
mailto:mail@normancox.co.uk
http://www.normancox.co.uk
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Ommitted Articles 

Hello from the pre-school. I usually seem 

to start with a comment about the weather: 

not deliberate, just a coincidence! How-

ever, as it is tipping down here at the  

moment I am choosing to ignore it, and 

hoping for a repeat of the sunshine and 

smiles I have experienced in Kidmore End 

over the last few weeks.  

You see, my elder child Rose left Kidmore 

End Primary School to move onto secon-

dary school, and although it was a very 

emotional time (I’m one of those  

mummies who frequently has ‘something 

in her eye’ I’m sorry to say) the warmth 

and love of her Kidmore End family will 

be carried with her as she ventures off to 

pastures new in September.  

At our lovely little pre-school you can feel 

the friendship and family feel whenever 

you are there. Just this week I showed a 

potential new little person and his mum 

around pre-school and she commented on 

the lovely atmosphere.  

The Summer Term was a busy one for us. 

From welcoming a beekeeper who showed 

the children how to build a hive, followed 

by bread and honey at snack time, to run-

ning a sweet tombola in Albert Road Park, 

from running a photo booth at the primary 

school sports day fete and then ending up 

with our End-of-Term party and Leavers’ 

presentations: it’s been remarkably hectic 

and we were all looking forward to our 

summer break.  

We are looking forward to the new term in 

September. Kidmore End Pre-School is a 

small pre-school set in a rural location, 

with session numbers limited to 14 chil-

dren. I do still have a limited number of 

spaces on the register so if you would like 

more information about our wonderful pre

-school, or you would like to add your 

child to our waiting list, please do not 

hesitate to let me know. You can contact 

me on 0118 9484985 or e-mail enquir-

ies@keps.co.uk. Please see our website at 

www.kidmoreendpreschool.co.uk for fur-

ther information or find us on Facebook 

@kidmoreendpreschool 

 

part because he suffers from Asperger’s 

Syndrome. He struggles at school. But 

he was captivated by the swim. In no 

time he announced that he wanted to do 

it, why couldn’t he do it?, when was he 

going to do it?…and so it went on, a 

relentless barrage of questions as I 

pulled off my wetsuit, sought my com-

memorative T-shirt and devoured a fin-

isher’s Cornish Pasty. 

Partly to keep him quiet I said to his 

mother that, once home, I would look at 

his swimming. It turned out to be a sort 

of wind-milling motion that thrashed the 

water without the expected progress.  In 

this fashion he could do a length or two 

of the small pool he had at home. Cer-

tainly he was confident in the water, and 

that was the beginning. 

The story is long. I will make it short. I 

took him under my wing, out of his 

home pool and into a 25m pool. Bit by 

bit his stroke formed. The goal was to 

get him to swim up to 60 lengths, 

1,500m in total. The biggest challenge 

was to keep him going. Distractions 

included endless conversations on how 

deep the deep-end was, why he could or 

couldn’t do it all underwater, when we 

were going to stop, and so on. Eventu-

ally, I realised the best motivation was 

to chase him up and down the pool; he 

just hated having his feet tapped. 

As spring approached, so did the need to 

get him out of the pool and into open 

water. I had no idea of how he would 

react. He had surfed in Cornwall, so 

getting him in to a swimmer’s wet suit 

was no problem. Thank goodness for 

that, because simply getting a swim-

mer’s cap on was a mission. He hated 

the way it pulled his hair. I had to know 

how he would adapt to swimming in 

murk and dealing with the temperature. 

At last the day came, horribly cold, 

when we stood at the edge of Little Mar-

low Lake. He jumped in. There was an 

instant as he surfaced where the look of 

shock on his face told me we had lost it. 

The instant vanished, replaced by an 

extraordinary determination that he was 

going to beat the cold, the uncertainty 

and the fear. 

If I struggled with constant interruption 

in the pool, the lake was exasperating. 

Every few strokes he stopped to have a 

chat. How deep was the lake? He could 

see a white body at the bottom. What 

were the weeds? How deep was the 

lake? How far till we stopped? Could we 

go across the middle? How deep was the 

lake? And so on. 

In 2011, turning 60 years old,  I had a go 

at the Padstow to Rock open water swim.  

Billed as a one mile crossing of the Camel 

Estuary in North Cornwall, but nearer to 

0.75 miles, I came out of the water a re-

spectable sixth. Greeting me was a young 

boy of ten, Henry Bell. I knew him be-

cause his mother leads the junior choir at 

our church, All Saints' Peppard, and he is 

a family friend. Henry is very special, in 

Persistence pays, and that was one thing 

Henry did not lack in our big challenge. 

So, almost a year to the day when I ran 

out of the water at Rock, little Henry and I 

stood in the Camel Estuary at Padstow, 

ready for the Padstow to Rock swim. I 

prayed he would not stop to have a chat 

about bodies, weeds and water depth. The 

starter’s horn blew, and we swam, me to 

the left, Henry to the right. Time and 

again I had told him to simply stay by my 

side and swim. Swim he did. As we ap-

proached the Rock slipway exit some 20 

minutes later, I yelled at him between 

breaths to go for it. Henry somehow man-

ages to grin as he swims. His face nearly 

split with the joy of it all as he smiled his 

way out of the water to a thunderous ap-

plause. 

‘That your son?’ a well-wisher yelled. 

‘No, just a friend’, I replied. I was burst-

ing with pride. 

Just three years later Henry and I were 

back in the water ready to take on the 

Padstow to Rock once more, he 15 years 

old, and leaving me in his wake as a 

swimmer. But he was hesitant to go on his 

own. I kept urging him to have a crack at 

it without me at his side, and it was only 

when the horn blew that he struck out 

solo. He came out of the water in 4th posi-

tion. The following year I could barely 

make it across, suffering with a shoulder 

injury. Henry, now 16, stormed it and won 

outright!’ 

The Peppard News team would be  

delighted to hear from anyone who  

suggests a young person (up to 25 years 

old) to feature in this column.   

We are happy to accept a contribution 

written by the nominator or Sue Nickson 

could interview them on our behalf. 

e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com 
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Morris Meredith Williams designed five 

of the stained glass windows in All 

Saints’ Church. His father was Rector in 

the final decade of the 19th century and 

his sister, Phyllis, was churchwarden in 

the 1960s.  

An Artist’s War: the Art and Letters of 

Morris and Alice Meredith Williams by 

Phyllida Shaw is a remarkable, illustrated 

tribute that does her subjects proud. The 

better known of the two, Alice, who lived 

from 1877 to 1934, was a sculptor  

responsible with Morris for aspects of 

First World War memorials including the 

Scottish National War Memorial at  

Edinburgh Castle. Alice and Morris met 

in Paris in 1902. He was four years 

younger and, though short of stature and 

with imperfect eyesight, Morris served in 

the First World War. At the time Alice 

lived in Peppard to be near Morris’s 

mother and sister and found work at 

Greys Green Farm.  

During his war service and for some 

months after the end of the war, Morris 

drew and painted whenever the opportu-

nity arose. He and Alice corresponded 

almost daily. Their correspondence  

survives virtually intact as do Morris’s 

numerous sketch books. It is this archive 

of invaluable material on which Phyllida 

Shaw has been able to base An Artist’s 

War.  

In her own writing, the author provides 

continuity by way of explanation and  

narrative but much of the book’s text  

relies on the reproduction of interesting 

passages from the correspondence of a 

devoted couple, mainly from Morris’s 

letters but sometimes from those from 

Alice. Throughout, the artwork is beauti-

fully displayed and printed and it is the 

pictorial record which dominates,  

providing a chilling and vivid reminder of 

the horrors of war and of war memorials 

which followed in its aftermath.  

Some of the local references may be of 

interest. ‘One of the things that struck me 

most about the trenches ....  every day the 

larks were soaring up, just as if they were 

on Peppard Common.’ ‘I wish I could 

really describe this part of the line. Imag-

ine Henley practically destroyed ...’ ‘This 

morning we went over to a small valley to 

make a rifle range for practising. The 

place reminded me very much of the 

country around Peppard, especially 

Crowsley woods ...’  

Coincidentally, publication of this beauti-

ful book has occurred during the centen-

ary of the First World War. It seems  

appropriate to conclude this review by 

quoting Morris Meredith Williams, the 

poet. Here are the first and last verses of 

Daybreak on the Somme: 

In the dark and the drifting rain 

O’er ‘No man’s land’ a bullet whines 

We strain our eyes for day 

Clay turns again to clay 

Lord, let us see the light again 

But for the Earth-free spirit shines 

We half unknowing pray. 

God’s everlasting day.  

An Artist’s War: the Art And Letters Of 

Morris & Alice Meredith Williams. By 

Phyllida Shaw. The History Press, 

Stroud, 2017. 256 × 258 mm. 268 

pages. 318 illustrations, many in full 

colour. Price £30.  

The Nettlebed and District Commons 

Conservators and Chiltern Society are 

delighted to announce a partnership to 

manage Kingwood Common as a unique 

part of the Chilterns.  

Kingwood Common is vital for its  

biodiversity, heritage and as a natural 

asset for the community. It is a perfect 

fit with the Chiltern Society’s capability 

for management of conservation sites 

across the entire Chilterns area. The site 

will be protected under a Conservation 

Management Plan, to be agreed with the 

Conservators (taking account of the ex-

isting conservation programme). The 

Plan will be implemented by the  

Chiltern Society in conjunction with the 

existing Kingwood Volunteers and  

Sonning Common Green Gym.  

The site comprises of 60 hectares of 

mostly young birch and oak trees, to-

gether with patches of ling and bell 

heather (both unusual in the Chilterns). 

These, together with unique fungi, flora 

and fauna need to be protected from 

invasive species.  

Commons have a long heritage, and 

there are remains at Kingwood from 

when it was used in the Second World 

War by US Forces. The continual battle 

against brush, brambles and overgrown 

grassland requires a well organised plan 

and dedicated volunteers. This is exactly 

what the Chiltern Society specialises in, 

managing 12 of its own sites and part-

nering with the Forestry Commission, 

Woodland Trust, Wildlife Trusts 

(BBOWT) on many other sites.  

The Chiltern Society has over 7,000 

members and over 400 volunteers who 

care passionately and work tirelessly to 

protect the Chilterns. It campaigns for 

sustainable Planning, maintains an ex-

tensive network of rights of way, organ-

ises events and awards, regularly runs 

conservation and footpath maintenance 

work parties, and has specialist groups for 

Heritage, Photography, Cycling, Rivers & 

Wetlands. It already maintains footpaths 

in the southern Chilterns around the  

Nettlebed area, and Kingwood would be a 

natural extension of the chain of sites into 

this part of the Chilterns.  

The Society is initiating projects to  

protect the network of Chilterns  

Commons (with Kingwood as a pilot), 

develop local community champions, and 

promote wellbeing. Volunteering is a 

great way to improve health of mind and 

body. The conservation group being set 

up at Kingwood Common will promote  

involvement of the local community  

supported by the Society’s volunteers, 

specialist knowledge, equipment, fund-

raising and full-time conservation, office 

and marketing staff.  

It is planned that volunteer work groups at 

Kingwood will be run twice a month, 

with the first event planned for 1st No-

vember, meeting at Cherry Croft. Details 

will be published via the Society’s web-

site, social media and local parish notices, 

with joining instructions and briefings 

given to all those interested.  

We would welcome your involvement, 

give Volunteering a try, it’s great for your 

wellbeing to get active, learn more about 

the environment, enjoy what we have so 

close to us, and have fun with like-

minded people. If you are interested 

please contact: Peter Duxbury, Chiltern 

Society Volunteer Coordinator. (email: 

getinvolved@chilternsociety.org.uk 

phone: 07756 070382) 

Details about the Chiltern Society, Events 

and Volunteering are published here: 

https://chilternsociety.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

chilternsociety/ https://twitter.com/

ChilternSociety 
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Readers who regularly attend the  

Remembrance Sunday service at All 

Saints’ Church will be very familiar with 

the name of Hedley John A’Bear, the first 

name of the Fallen to be read each year.  

On leaving church after Evening Prayer 

on Sunday 9th July, I noticed that some 

roses had been left by the war memorial in 

the churchyard. On closer inspection, 

there was also a card, left by the great 

niece of Captain A’Bear, in memory of 

the Uncle Jack she never knew: the next 

day, 10th July 2017, was the centenary of 

his death, killed in action at the age of 24. 

A’Bear’s parents lived at Cowfields Farm, 

on the road from Greys to Gillotts then, as 

now, in the ecclesiastical parish of 

Rotherfield Peppard.  

In her note of tribute, his great niece 

quoted the fourth and final verse of  

Edward Thomas’s poem, Adlestrop.  

The poem is reproduced in full here. Tho-

mas was also killed in action in 1917.  

Yes, I remember Adlestrop --  

The name, because one afternoon  

Of heat the express-train drew up there  

Unwontedly. It was late June.  

The steam hissed. Someone cleared his 

throat.  

No one left and no one came  

On the bare platform. What I saw  

Was Adlestrop -- only the name  

And willows, willow-herb, and grass,  

And meadowsweet, and haycocks dry,  

No whit less still and lonely fair  

Than the high cloudlets in the sky. 

And for that minute a blackbird sang  

Close by, and round him, mistier,  

Farther and farther, all the birds  

Of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire.  

Captain A’Bear served in the Queens 

(Royal West Surrey) Regiment & is  

buried at Reninghelst New Military 

Cemetery near Ypres, Belgium. 


