
 

 

Editorial 

With summer still just with us, but com-

peting with the approach of autumn, this 

issue sees the completion of the Team’s 

first year of producing Peppard News.  It 

has been a very interesting and challeng-

ing time for all the Team.  We ventured 

into our new roles with enthusiasm and 

we have not been disillusioned, but have 

been greatly encouraged by the quantity of 

articles and photographs that are submit-

ted to us for each issue by local clubs, 

charities, etc.  So much so, that we  

decided there was a need to increase the 

number of pages to enable us to include as 

many of the articles as possible, instead of 

‘holding’ articles over from one issue to 

another. 

In order to cover the extra cost of this, we 

had to increase our income from advertis-

ing and Ian Fraser, who is responsible for 

the advertising in Peppard News, used his 

very friendly powers of persuasion on 

local businesses with the result that he has 

secured sufficient new advertisers to fund 

our expansion.  This will enable us to add 

an extra four pages to Peppard News and 

having had the agreement of the PCC to 

do this, our Christmas issue will be a 

bumper one! 

So please keep sending in your articles 

and photographs of local events to keep 

the Team busy and the pages filled.  The 

date for copy for the December issue is 

27th November. 

 

Susan Carter 

Editor 

 

Peppard News is a community newspaper published 
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Autumn 2006 Protesters in  
Peppard 

All Saints' Church assumed a new identity 

during filming of scenes from King's 

Crystal on 26th/27th July. For two long hot 

days, the Midsomer Murders film crew 

invaded Church Lane. The car park was 

crammed with vehicles; there were more 

crew members than actors and quantities 

of equipment.  A make-up girl dabbed at 

perspiration pouring off the actors whilst 

another girl plied them with drinks.  

Different names appeared on the notice 

board by the lychgate, so much so that a 

visiting organist on reconnaissance 

thought that he had entered a parallel  

universe.  

Preparations for filming included the  

digging of a grave in the as-yet unconse-

crated extension to the churchyard and 

placing remarkably realistic polystyrene 

gravestones in the vicinity. It was here 

that John Nettles, who plays the detective 

in the Midsomer Murders series, turned up 

and mistook our Rector for an actor. An 

attractive wooden bridge connected the 

old churchyard with the area in question. 

In order to disguise the bare patch of 

ground where bonfires take place, a size-

able potted shrub was surrounded by an 

octagonal wooden seat.  

Residents of Church Lane sat on the bank 

outside Lynton and watched as a sequence 

featuring a wedding party exiting our 

Church was greeted by protesters with a 

grievance about pensions - this was  

repeated again and again and again! 

John Nettles signed the Visitors' Book as 

Making a Difference! 
Adrienne Heriot, Chairman of the  

Wyfold Group Riding for the Disabled, 

writes: during the summer holidays 

when things were a little quieter we ran 

several backriding sessions where a 

physiotherapist rides the horse support-

ing a very small child in front of her.  

Gradually as the movement of the horse 

stimulates the child’s muscles he or she 

begins to sit up unaided and in many 

cases can go on to ride without the  

backrider.   

Our workforce of seven horses and  

ponies cater for approximately sixty 

riders of all ages each week.  They do a 

wonderful job in spite of the fact that 

some of them might sometimes have 

their own ideas of how things should be 

done!  Their reward is to go out for a 

hack with an able bodied rider.  The 

smallest pony, Magic, also does carriage 

driving and many of you will have seen 

him out and about with his carriage. The 

photograph shows him with one of our 

young riders giving him a hug at the end 

of the lesson. 

It may seem early but plans are under-

way for our annual Christmas Celebra-

tion with mince pies and carols.  At pre-

sent we do not have a suitable pony to 

dress as a reindeer but we do manage a 

real live donkey and hope that Father 

Christmas will visit as usual. 

New helpers are needed and anyone who 

can spare 2-3 hours per week would be 

very welcome.  The exercise is good and 

the work very rewarding.  Experience 

with horses is useful but not essential.  

We are also looking to employ an ex-

perienced person as a part time yard 

manager. For more information please 

call Adrienne Heriot on 01491 629 254. 

did two other actors who had a real-life 

connection with Rotherfield Greys. It is 

expected that King's Crystal will be 

broadcast in the autumn of 2006.  
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School Matters 

HOBBS & SONS LTD  
THE BOAT PEOPLE 
at HENLEY-on-THAMES 

DAY BOAT HIRE - PASSENGER BOAT AND PARTY HIRE 

Repairs, Fuels & Service 

BOAT & ENGINE SALES  

Established over 130 years - Telephone (sales) 01491 572 035 

WEE-COT SEATING 
Chair Caning, Upholstery, Loose Covers 
French Polishing and Furniture Repairs 
Lizanne Smith    Tel/fax  0118 972 4560 

Peppard C of E Primary 

School 

Peppard Common RG9 5JU  
 Phone: 01491 628354  

Head Teacher - Anne Jarvis  

Chairman of the Governors 

 Elizabeth Bielby 

Peppard Primary School 
Summer Performances 

In June, children from years 5 and 6 of 

Springwood Class took their place 

amongst a combined choir made up of 

children from all over Oxfordshire. After 

weeks of practicing it was time once again 

for the annual Festival of Voices at Dor-

chester Abbey. After a few short hours to 

rehearse together, the hundreds of children 

produced a wonderful sound enhanced by 

the ancient abbey’s glorious acoustics. 

As part of their Art and Design and Tech-

nology curriculum, Springwood Class 

designed and created their own costumes 

including mask making, fabric printing, 

dancing and singing. They worked in  

collaboration with ‘Kinetica’ a profes-

sional body of people with experience of 

designing for the Notting Hill Carnival 

and Sydney Olympics. The year-long pro-

ject culminated in the children taking part 

in the first Henley ‘Mas’ Carnival along 

with four hundred others from surround-

ing schools. It told the story of the wed-

ding of a dragon and a butterfly, and our 

children were their colourful dragonfly 

offspring. This was another project co-

ordinated by SHOUT the Henley  

Festival’s educational organisation. 

In July the whole school took part in the 

annual performance at Chiltern Edge 

School. This year’s presentation was 

named ...And Now for Something Com-

pletely Different! And it certainly was. 

Peppard Toddler Group 

We are a small and very friendly group of 

mums who meet on a Tuesday morning at 

the War Memorial Hall on Horsepond 

Road.  We run from 9.45-11.45 through-

out the school term and we even run in 

half-term.  We welcome all babies,  

toddlers and pre-schoolers and older  

siblings at half-term. There's tea, coffee 

and biscuits for mums and lots of friendly 

people to chat with.  We have a cosy and 

safe baby corner with lots of toys to play 

with and plenty of baby chairs.  For the 

older children we have plenty of toys and 

activities including storytime, morning 

drinks and biscuits and a music time at 

the end with singing and musical instru-

ments.  We also do an arts and crafts table 

each week with lots of fun things to make.  

We'll be having a Christmas party at the 

end of term with something for everyone. 

So if you're a mum, dad, grandparent or 

childminder and you would like to come 

along or find out more information please 

contact Jackie Hutt (01491 629694 ) or 

just come along one Tuesday morning.  

We charge £2.50 per session or £1.50 for 

under-1s.  Alternatively you can become a 

member and make a great saving by  

paying £16 for the whole term. 

The children sang, danced and acted 

with items such as a retelling the story 

of Little Red Riding Hood in an adapted 

play written especially for the youngest 

children in Peppard and Greys Classes. 

After dancing a fantastic Indian Dance, 

Highmoor Class went onto sing a won-

derful rendition of the The Court of 

King Caractacus. Springwood Class 

took the audience on a round the world 

journey in performing their play Come 

Fly With Me, whilst throughout the eve-

ning providing extra items taken from 

The Sound of Music and several Monty 

Python ‘moments’ including the Year 6 

boys’ hilarious  performance of The 

Lumberjack Song. 

This autumn provides the community 

with an opportunity to get involved in 

the life of this vibrant and friendly 

school, as a position of Community 

Governor has become available. If you 

feel you can provide around six hours of 

spare time each month, please get in 

touch with our Chair of Governors via 

the school office on 01491 628354 – or 

write to the Chair at: Peppard CE Pri-

mary School, Church Lane, Peppard, 

Henley-on-Thames, OXON RG9 5JU. 

Sonning Common Pre-School 

Our forthcoming event is the Sonning 

Common Christmas Fair.  This will be on 

Saturday, 2nd December, 10-12 noon, at 

the Sonning Common Village Hall.  The 

Pre-School relies, in part, on fund-raising 

for special Pre-School projects; last year 

fund-raising monies were used to install 

the children's kitchen.  The previous year 

it helped pay for new windows to be  

installed - the Pre-School is in fact a  

registered charity.  So local support for 

fund-raising events is always very much 

appreciated. 

The Royal British Legion 
The RBL is a Caring Force.  Are you an ex-Service 

person or a dependant of one?  If so, do you need help? 

Or would you like to help others?  

If any of the answers are “YES”! 
 

Please phone Nick Launders for further details on 

01491 628243 or e-mail him at: launders@launders.net Tel: 0118 972 3728 

 Carpentry 

 Electrical TV/FM & BT points 

 Plumbing 

 Paperhanging 

 Painting & Decorating 

 Tiling 

Michael Barlow - 30 years’ experience 

Hunton Cottage 
Gallowstree Road Peppard Common 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5JB  
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Council Matters 

 Parish Council 
Chairman: Tim Meikle 

0118 972 3084 

Contact details for Chairman, Parish Clerk: 

and 

Parish Councillors are on the Council’s  

Website: www.rppc.org.uk 

SODC Councillors: Don Naish  

0118 972 3828 

& Paul Harrison - 0118 972 2665  

OCC Councillor: Carol Viney  

01491 680887  

Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually 

meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30 

in the Pavilion, though there is no meeting 

in August.  Parishioners may attend and 

observe, and may raise briefly issues of 

concern to them. All may attend 

intermediate planning meetings. as well - 

see Diary for dates and times. 

  Mike Farina  Auto Services 
 

Servicing, repairs and welding for all makes of vehicles 
 

 21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common 

Telephone: 0118 972 4036  
MOT tests arranged 

 

HAPPY PETS 
Are happier at home whilst their owners roam 

Let us visit, feed, and cuddle daily while you’re away 

VET APPROVED 

Phone/Fax 0118 972 4580 &  0118 924 2589 

Colin Porteous 
                  of Sonning Common 

  Taxi Service 

  0118  972  2193 

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust 
Fund for support of educational activities 

 The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twenty-

fives from Peppard.  It can help with purchase of books, educational 

visits, special projects, and the like.   If you may be eligible, or know of 

others who may wish to apply, please give us a call. 

Robin Howles (0118 972 3528) or Sylvia Overbury (01491 628 245) 

New Chairman 

Geoff Pitcher formally resigned as Chair-

man of the parish council at the July 2006 

meeting, after 3 years in office. In his  

resignation letter, Geoff commented 

“during my time in office, I received great 

support from all Parish Councillors and in 

particular from Barbara Marston (clerk) 

and Nigel Wooding (vice-chairman). The 

role has been very rewarding and I have 

enjoyed my time as chairman. I intend to 

remain on the Parish Council and offer my 

support and thanks to the incoming  

chairman”. Tim Meikle was nominated as 

Chairman at the September Council  

meeting. 

Sports Pavilion Refurbishment 

During the summer, work commenced on 

refurbishment of the Sports Pavilion in 

Stoke Row Road, involving a programme 

of interior/exterior decorations and  

repairs, specified by Nigel Wooding. New 

heating and lighting has been installed. 

The Parish Council were also successful 

in their application for a grant of £5000 

from ‘Lottery Grants for Local Groups - 

Awards for All’, towards refurbishment of 

the kitchen at the Sports Pavilion. Work is 

expected to commence in October. By 

upgrading facilities at the Sports Pavilion 

to modern standards, including health & 

safety, the Parish Council will be able to 

offer excellent premises for hire and hope 

to increase community activity. 

Planning 

We have experienced a flurry of planning 

applications over the summer, very few of 

which have been contentious; however, 

we do have one that is located in Wyfold 

Lane where, at the time of going to press, 

there is a proposal to erect a pair of houses 

on Wyfold Lane outside what could be 

viewed as the edge of the village.  There 

has been considerable depth of feeling 

from local residents and in the Henley 

Standard and reference by SODC has been 

made to the application as being not in 

accordance with the SODC Development 

Plan. 

Meanwhile the Shiplake Bottom houses 

are nearly complete and are attracting 

considerable interest. 

Please remember that our planning com-

mittee meetings are public meetings and 

we urge parishioners to come and listen 

and contribute to the committee's delibera-

tions. Whilst the committee must make a 

recommendation to SODC based on what 

it believes is in the best interests of the 

village and its surroundings, the commit-

tee members do want to hear parishioners’ 

views as it is essential that local opinion is 

sought and understood. 

Nigel Wooding 

Affordable Housing 

At the Parish Council meeting in July, 

councillors resolved on a number of  

possible locations for affordable housing 

within the parish. These were passed to 

South Oxford District Council (Housing 

Department) to review possible sites for 

affordable homes over the summer break 

and feed back comments to the Parish 

Council in September. 
New Recycling Banks  

in Supermarkets  

South Oxfordshire District Council has 

joined forces with the British Heart  

Foundation to provide recycling banks for 

unwanted books, CDs, videos, DVDs, 

cassettes and records.  The banks will 

prevent these items going to landfill and 

help fund research into heart disease as 

the British Heart Foundation will resell 

the best items through their charity shops. 

The recycling banks are available at 

Somerfield (Sonning Common) and Tesco 

(Henley)  

Parish Council Meetings 

The dates for the remaining meetings in 

2006 of the parish council are as  

follows: 

 9th October 2006  

 13th November 2006 

 11th December 2006 (The Unicorn) 

Electric Blankets 

Free electric blanket testing is being of-

fered this year as part of the countrywide 

initiative supported by the five Oxford-

shire councils, Trading Standards and the 

Fire Service.  If you have an electric blan-

ket: have it tested for free at Henley on 

Thames in October.  Just ring 01865 

815600 or 815350 to book your place. 
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Village Matters 

This page sponsored by 

TANDOORI 
Connoisseur 

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine 
Fully Air-conditioned 

Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays 
Take-away menu - prompt service 

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054 

Peppard War Memorial Hall 

The management is still attempting to 

muster support from the SODC and the 

Trust for Oxfordshire's Environment 

(TOE) for our Hall improvements.  How-

ever, whilst these and the Oxfordshire 

Rural Community Council (ORCC) and a 

number of other bodies tell us they wish to 

support us, each potential source will only 

reveal the extent of their generosity when 

they know what the others are offering. So 

at this point we still have nothing. Catch 

22. In desperation, we used our own funds 

to build the ramp and new bay window 

and if we repair the flat roof from the  

remainder, will have nothing towards the 

proposed scheme. But, if we don't the 

kitchen will become unusable. If any  

villager has influence in these worthy  

bodies please let us know! Our Planning 

Permission runs out next May and if we 

haven't started by then, we start the 5-year 

saga again - without Disabled Cloakrooms 

in the interim!! 

We hope to raise another £500 with a Folk 

Evening with fun for all the family in the 

Hall with "The Goats". Please support us - 

the event is on Saturday 11th November 

from 8-11.30pm and details will be on 

posters around the village. 

John Pumfrey 

Commons 

The main open areas of Peppard and 

Kingwood commons have been rough 

cut, as usual.  We always wait as late as 

possible to allow wild flower seeds to 

fall.  The Green Gym has been superb in 

keeping paths open across Kingwood in 

particular. I hope that everyone has seen 

the beautiful areas of heather on King-

wood - the efforts of the Green Gym and 

of BBOWT are there to be seen, but 

without management, the bracken and 

brambles are already returning to choke 

some parts and we look forward to the 

day when we can graze some areas to 

maintain the open areas of heathland.  

The ownership of the sports field, in-

cluding the land on which the sports 

pavilion is located is in the process of 

being formally passed over to the Parish 

Council.  After World War II, the field 

was given to the people of  Peppard by 

the Fleming family, but the legal process 

was never carried out. Sixty years later, 

this legal process is now being com-

pleted - the land is still common land 

and the Commons Conservators will still 

be responsible for the management of 

the area and it will remain unchanged. It 

is a beautiful and timeless area of open 

space that needs to be preserved as such. 

Nigel Wooding 

Peppard 10K Run 

On a glorious sunny day, the annual 10K 

was held on the Greys Green Golf course, 

by kind permission of Alexander Hood.  

This very popular run is nearly all "off " 

road: the runners and walkers arrived 

early and, having registered, sat in the 

shade, giving the impression of a large 

friendly day out.  Ian Fraser took up the 

megaphone to give some ground rules, 

followed by Brian Main, Chief Executive 

of Feed the Children UK who gave the 

starting orders. The walkers set off 10 

minutes after the runners.  The run takes 

them over the fields towards Harpsden, 

through woods, up hills and down dales, 

until they appear on a short stretch of road 

near Greys Church and thence back across 

the golf course.  Four medals were pre-

sented: to the first Man (Peter Miskell), 

the first Woman (Jennie Rechner), the 

first boy under 16 (Charlie Smee) and the 

first girl under 16 (Jemima Juster).  All 

those taking part seemed pleased with 

their individual times, those who decided 

to walk, including those with light push-

chairs, or babes in arms, came in at a more 

leisurely pace, but with broad smiles on 

their faces, at having braved the "stiles 

and the cows"!  It was a successful day 

that brought in the grand sum of 

£1113.40. To see some of the Charity’s  

work visit: www.feedthechildren.org.uk. 

We would like to thank all those volun-

teers who helped make the day such a 

success.  Marshalls, Registration, Course 

Markers, Noticeboard Sponsors, etc.  

Well done everyone and to all the par-

ticipants, please come again next year! 

Ann Butler-Smith  

FISH 

In addition to the regular trips to Read-

ing and Henley our new bus has made 

several trips to other towns in Oxford-

shire and Berkshire to "shop and 

lunch". The fare of £5 provides the 

chance of a few hours to explore the 

town and have a spot of lunch. In  

addition, we’ve had trips to the  

Bicester Shopping Village, the Savill 

Gardens and Kew Gardens and two 

river trips. All have been very successful.  

It's always pleasing to see new faces on 

our trips, many of whom thought they 

were ineligible because they have their 

own transport. But no, our social trips are 

open to all, and once you’ve tried them 

I'm sure you’ll return. We advertise 

around Sonning Common village in the 

library, in local shops and on notice-

boards. We operate a first come first 

served basis so contact us quickly to  

secure a seat!  You can be sure of a  

welcome from the volunteer driver and the 

clients alike. 

Our Charity Christmas card sale will be 

held in the SC village hall on Saturday 

28th October from 9.00-1.00.  Come and 

support not only FISH but at least 10 other 

local and national charities. There will be 

some excellent items for sale as well as 

cards. Buy a ticket for the FISH raffle, 

you may be lucky enough to take home a 

prize donated by one of our supporters. 

Select and buy a homemade cake or come 

and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, and one 

of our Bacon Butties or a Ploughman’s 

lunch.  A warm welcome awaits you. 

Alternatively you may wish to give a  

helping hand driving our bus, licence  

permitting, or your own car to take our 

clients to medical appointments. We don't 

pay but we do give 35p per mile expenses. 

Further details of the above can be  

obtained from the FISH office in SC  

village hall or telephone 0118 9723986, 

weekdays 9.30-11.30 am. 

Barbara Perez 

Sonning Common Rainbows 

The 1st Sonning Common Rainbows Unit 

need more helpers to assist in the running 

of their weekly term-time meetings. Unit 

helpers provide hands-on help with 

games, cooking, crafts, songs, etc., for 5-7 

year old girls. There's no need to have 

previous Girlguiding experience or to 

wear a uniform. All you need is enthusi-

asm and a good sense of fun. If you have 

an hour to spare in the late afternoon 

every week, fortnight, or month, we 

would love to hear from you. Please 

phone 01491 680113 (SC District  

Commissioner) for more information. 
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Church Matters 

Garden design and landscaping by Chelsea Gold Medal winners 

Show gardens ~ Plants and artefacts for sale 

Breathe new life into your garden! 

“A haven for plant lovers” on the A329, Newington, near Stadhampton, Oxon ~  Follow the tourist signs from every direction    

 NEWINGTON NURSERIES  Specialists in unusual and tropical plants 

Newington Nurseries 
Tel: 01865 400533  

www.newington-nurseries.co.uk 
Open Tuesday to Sunday and 

Bank Holiday Mondays 

All Saints’ 
Church of England 

 

www.allsaintspeppard.org.uk 

Rector: Revd Graham Foulis Brown  0118 972 3987 

Asst. Priests: Revd Hugh Warwick     0118 972 3070 

 Revd Barry Olsen 0118 924 2812  

Churchwardens: Keith Atkinson    0118 972 2844 

  Peter Hutt     01491 628335 

From All Saints’ 

I’m writing this on the last day of August, 

and many people are getting ready for a 

new school term and preparing for what 

autumn brings in the way of weather. 

Some will have put off their holidays until 

the rush is over and they can enjoy a quiet 

Indian Summer away from the crowds.  

In the church too, we are preparing for a 

‘new term’.  The Bishop of Dorchester is 

coming to All Saints’ on November 5th to 

help us celebrate our Patronal Festival. 

And he will also be confirming a number 

of people - young and adult - who have 

decided that they want to take responsibil-

ity for themselves for the baptismal prom-

ises that were made on their behalf by 

their parents and Godparents. And they 

will not be coming just from All Saints’ 

but from St. John the Baptist, Kidmore 

End, and Christ the King in Sonning Com-

mon. It is a time for celebration, both for 

the churches and their parishes and for 

those who are acknowledging to the full 

their faith in Christ. 

We have many babies and infants brought 

to us for baptism, the beginning of their 

journey in faith, and the service empha-

sises that this is also a bringing of the 

child into the family of Christ that wor-

ships in this church. Parents and Godpar-

ents promise to bring the child up learning 

about Christ, and to bring him or her to 

confirmation. These days, all too often, 

when the time comes, it is left to the child 

to decide, and the many competing inter-

ests of early teenage life seem to domi-

nate. 

So it truly is a great day when a group of 

youngsters do decide that this is the way 

forward they want to take and take a full 

and regular part in the life and worship of 

our three churches. 

Hugh Warwick 

Christianity Explored 

Is there something missing in your life?  

Might the answer be found in the  

Christian faith? All Saints’ Mission 

Statement includes in its vision : Mak-

ing the meaning of the Christian faith 

better known to ourselves and in the 

community. To that end, a course called 

Christianity Explored is to be run, using 

the facilities of the refurbished hall at 

our sister church of Christ the King in 

Sonning Common.  It will be open to all 

comers, of whatever faith or none. 

Those who come to the introductory 

session on 26th October, preceded by a 

light supper at 7.45 pm for 8.00 pm, will 

then be able to decide whether to sign 

up for the rest of the course, which will 

be led by the Rector.  Bring a friend 

along to find out who Jesus was and is 

and what He has to offer to give purpose 

to life.  

For details, see the small flyer that 

comes with this issue or contact David 

Money-Coutts on 01491 628005. 

Royal School of Church Music 
Annual Choirs' Festival 

This year the RSCM Annual Choirs' Fes-

tival will be in the Chapel of Radley Col-

lege, near Abingdon, on Saturday, 14th 

October. The choirs will be directed by 

Timothy Byram-Wigfield, Director of 

Music at St. George's Chapel, Windsor. 

The organist at the Festival will be Mal-

colm Stowell, of St. Mary's Parish 

Church, Slough. The preacher at Festival 

Evensong at 5 pm will be the Revd  

Robert Prance, Chaplain of Shiplake Col-

lege.  Everyone is most welcome to attend 

Evensong.  

If you have never visited the impressive 

Chapel of Radley College, this is a perfect 

opportunity. The music during Evensong 

will include Ave verum corpus (Elgar), 

Psalm 65, the evening canticles in the B 

minor setting by Noble, and the corona-

tion anthem, Zadok the priest (Handel). 

The Patronal Festival of  
All Saints' Church 

The Patronal Festival will be celebrated 

on All Saints' Sunday, 5th November. Fol-

lowing services of Holy Communion and 

Matins, the Patronal Lunch will be held in 

Peppard Memorial Hall. The climax of the 

day will occur in the evening when the Rt 

Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorches-

ter, will preside at a service of Confirma-

tion which begins at 6.30 pm in All Saints' 

Church. Everyone is welcome to take part 

in this special occasion for the parish and 

benefice.  

Crèche at Family Communion 

Since May, All Saints' Church has been 

able to offer a crèche during the Family 

Communion service at 10.30 am on the 

fourth Sunday of each month. Most chil-

dren like to be in church with their parents 

at the beginning of the service and then to 

join the crèche after about 10 minutes. In 

practice, there is total flexibility and  

families come and go freely.  

If yours is a family with young children, 

you may like to take advantage of this 

facility. If you have any questions, please 

contact Nick Launders  on 01491-628243. 

Heat, Light & Sound at 
All Saints' Church 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

has agreed to have work undertaken to 

improve the heating, lighting and provi-

sion of hot water in the Parish Room, the 

adjacent toilet and the clergy vestry. The 

PCC has been anxious to improve the 

Parish Room for some time and it is 

appropriate that this work should be 

done in time for the 25th anniversary of 

the Room's dedication in 2007.  

It has also been decided to apply to the 

Diocesan authorities for a Faculty that 

will enable the hearing aid loop system 

to be replaced. The present loop system 

was one of the first to be installed in a 

church in this locality. It is not now 

functioning properly and the PCC is 

bound by law to make reasonable provi-

sion for people with disabilities.  

Christmas Day 

services (Monday) 

09.00 Holy Communion 

 11.00 Seven Lessons & 

Carols 
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Church Matters (Continued) 

Estimates free - Job size no object 

Electric Quick! 
Phone: 0118 972 2143 - Mobile: 07973 491069 

Fully qualified - Building Regs registered 

The Unicorn  

Kingwood Common 

Tim & Steve thank the people of Rotherfield Peppard  
for their support, help and custom  
in making their dream come true. 

01491 628 452 

St Michael’s Catholic Church 

Revd Chris Bester 0118 972 3418 

Revd Francis Andrews 0118 972 2354 

chris.bester@btinternet.com 

Weddings 
Functions 
Funeral Tributes 

Tel: 0118 972 1240 

New premises 
now open  

opposite Village 
Hall Car Park Exit 

Brambles 

Floristry 

Fresh Flowers available everyday 

Woodlands Road, Sonning Common 

Here at St Michael's we are looking for-

ward to our patronal feast day on Septem-

ber 29th when the married couples in our 

parish will gather together to renew their 

wedding vows.  

This idea originated when a young couple 

asked if they could renew their vows at 

Church in the presence of the congrega-

tion on the occasion of their 10th anniver-

sary in July 

This simple act of renewal and blessing 

was so well received that other couples 

asked if they too could renew their vows. 

The Pastoral Council decided it would be 

a worthwhile notion to invite all married 

couples to do so, and we chose the date 

of our parish's patron saint, Michael, 

whose feast day fall on the 29th Septem-

ber. 

But we also knew that we would have to 

celebrate with a party afterwards and it 

was then suggested we should ask eve-

ryone to bring along their Wedding Al-

bums for us all to look through. This 

could prove to be a very amusing mo-

ment! And we are now wondering if we 

will recognise each other after, what for 

some will be a distance of 40 years or 

more. Have we changed all that much? 

We shall see. 

We also plan to make a Parish Visit to 

Mapledurham House that same week-

end . This house, associated with the 

Blount family - and where part of The 

Eagle has Landed was filmed - has a 

rich catholic history. Upon arrival we 

shall have a guided tour by one of our 

own parishioners, an official guide there. 

Afterwards, we will have a picnic before a 

short service of thanksgiving and blessing 

in the small chapel. Mapleduram is on our 

doorstep, but we might not know it as well 

as we should. 

In early November the clergy from  

Sonning Common are joining the clergy 

from Henley in an ecumenical pilgrimage 

to Rome, where we look forward to being 

guided around the inside of the Vatican by 

some of the people who work there. This 

is a simple but potent sign of the increas-

ingly cordial relations which exist among 

the various denominations in our area and 

can only be a sign of hope for the future. 

Meanwhile we continue to look for ways 

in which we can all cooperate in order to 

be of better service to our communities. 

Fr Chris Bester 

A Day to Remember … 

Ian Fraser, the All Saints’ Church, Ox-

fordshire Historic Churches Trust (OHCT) 

Ride or Stride organiser, says it is possible 

that his ‘top team’ of riders, striders and 

welcomers will have surpassed their pre-

vious efforts to raise funds. The total 

sponsorship revenue is likely to exceed 

£1400 – a new record for All Saints’. 

Ian’s day started with meeting his son-in-

law, Ian Ormerod, at All Saints’; bicycles 

were taken by car to Chinnor.  The plan 

was to visit 30 churches in beautiful coun-

tryside between Chinnor and Wallingford.  

They started on a flat section leading to 

Watlington and then to one of England’s 

prettiest villages – Ewelme – visiting sev-

eral churches on the way.  They received a 

warm welcome in each church where 

members dispensed refreshments and 

showed off their church: every church 

having its own unique characteristics. 

At St Margaret’s Church, Lewknor, they 

viewed the results of a £280,000 refur-

bishment.  The Saxon font was restored; 

the core had rotted because, despite a 

plug hole, there was nowhere for the 

water to go!  Cuxham is a pretty village 

with a church to match; Holy Rood was 

built before the Norman invasion. 

The Shepherds’ Hut in Ewelme provided 

a welcome before the uphill run to 

Crowmarsh and Wallingford where they 

had the benefit of 8 churches closely 

grouped.  Wallingford is dominated by 

the spire of St Peter’s Church: although 

no longer open for services, it is man-

aged by the Churches Conservation 

Trust and is used for concerts, etc.,  

receiving much practical support from the 

Baptist Church, only 20ft away! 

In Benson, where St Helen’s has the most 

immaculate churchyard, they risked a 

short cut to Berrick Salome, thus cutting 

off a big corner.  They continued to  

Chalgrove, up a long hill to St Mary’s, 

with its unique 14th century clock -  

having only an hour hand, because in 

those days all services started on the hour.  

The tower has 6 bells rung by a team of 6 

bell ringers every Sunday. 

On to St Mary Magdalene, Stoke  

Talmage, lying tranquil at the head of a 

valley, followed by St Andrew’s, Wheat-

field, a large church in the middle of a 

wheat field – at the top of another hill! 

At 5.40 they were in St Laurence’s, South 

Weston, with 20 minutes to get to church 

No 30, St Mary’s, Sydenham, and made it 

with a minute to spare.  After the best part 

of 40 miles and 8 hours in the saddle, a 

pint in the Crown pub opposite the church 

had never been more welcome! 
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Clubs and Societies 
Founding the Football Club  

In the winter of 1970-71, Steve Absolom 

with Jack Stanger, Bill Wilkes and others 

began Saturday football for boys and girls 

on a makeshift pitch on the Common by 

the school with a set of goals made by  

Pete Ballard. 

The Friends of Peppard School (FOPS), 

organised friendly games with PTAs in 

surrounding village schools. The follow-

ing year, the older children were no longer 

eligible to play on the Common so Ewart 

Martin, Headmaster of Chiltern Edge 

School, gave permission for play to  

continue on the playing field of Chiltern 

Edge Annexe. 

It became increasingly difficult to arrange 

matches and the more able children found 

it hard to accept weaker players. A meet-

ing was called to discuss an FA consti-

tuted and registered league and thus the 

South Chiltern Minor League was born. It 

was not altogether popular as children 

were now picked on merit and it was felt 

the bad sportsmanship rife in the profes-

sional leagues would rub off.  Indeed, 

children arguing with the referee and  

parents on the touchline being warned 

about their behaviour were not unheard 

of. Steve Absolom chose the name 

Rotherfield United FC with team colours 

of amber and black and a colleague of Bill 

Wilkes designed the crest and badge. 

When the sale of the Annexe was pro-

posed, the Club petitioned the Education 

Authority and a peppercorn rent of £1pa 

was agree for the field.  A fence had to be 

erected.  With a hired post-holer, Jack and 

Bill began work.  When the machine 

struck a flint Jack lost his grip, but Bill 

managed to hang on as he was whirled 

around.  They completed the fence and 

built steps so the changing facilities could 

be used till the bulldozers arrived. 

Two of the fund raising activities were a 

25-mile sponsored walk on Christmas 

Common and an It’s a Knockout competi-

tion which involved negotiating a ladder 

slalom and a greasy slope of ply covered 

with Pig Oil.  

Rotherfield United was popular for 

league functions as the pitches were 

never waterlogged and when the original 

pitch proved inadequate, the field was re

-arranged to provide two.   

By 1976, when those first players were 

16, it was time for others to take up the 

reins. Nowadays some of the Founding 

Fathers of Rotherfield United FC and 

FOPS may be discovered at Flat Earth 

Society Meetings in the Red Lion Pub, 

Peppard Common on Friday evenings.      

Peppard News is indebted to Jack  

Stanger, Bill Wilkes and others for this 

item. 

Peppard Cricket Club 

Peppard Cricket Club is celebrating its 

most successful season in the club’s his-

tory. 

The first team have just achieved their 

highest ever finish in the Berkshire League 

by taking third place in the Premier divi-

sion.  In only their second season in the 

top flight, the side, superbly led by Hugh 

Asquith, have now established themselves 

as one of the top village teams in the area. 

Not to be outdone, the second eleven also 

secured their highest ever league placing 

with a mid-table finish in Division Four.  

The side consists of a mixture of senior 

players together with several impressive 

youngsters who are developing under the 

experienced guidance of Andy Bryan. 

With its excellent playing facilities and 

increasing membership, the club continues 

to go from strength to strength. 

Peppard Lunch Club 

As usual for August we had a Garden Tea 

instead of a lunch, this year at the Caver-

sham Heights home of one of our commit-

tee members. Lunches through to Novem-

ber will be on the 3rd Wednesday of the 

month, at 12.15 in the Memorial Hall, but 

the pre-Christmas lunch is on 6th Decem-

ber.  For more information, contact Sally 

Longhurst on 0118 972 2808. 

Peppard Bowls Club 

Peppard Bowls Club have enjoyed a full 

programme of fixtures during the 2006 

summer season, both friendly and league 

matches, and competitions between 

members for Club trophies.  We had a 

whole spectrum of weather, from 

drought to deluge, but thanks to Green-

keeper Gordon Richens, the green has 

played well.  Chairman John Faulkner, 

hosted the Chairman vs Captain compe-

tition, whilst Peter Watkins served as 

Captain ably assisted by Pam Beck as 

Vice-Captain. 

Gala Day in August started dismally wet 

but improved to give a sunny afternoon, 

whilst twenty local clubs sent teams to 

compete for the shield, won by Brack-

nell with Pangbourne as runners-up.  

Visitors declared the day an enjoyable 

success and the Peppard members who 

helped with organisation and refresh-

ments all day sat down to a convivial 

impromptu supper afterwards, provided 

by some of the members. 

In the Plomer Cup, and the Manchester 

Unity League, Peppard gained second 

place.  The annual dinner will take place 

in November when the winners will re-

ceive Cups and Trophies. 

Trade Counter 
Bishopsland Farm, Peppard Road, Dunsden, Reading RG4 9NR 

Tel: 0118 972 2028           Fax: 0118 972 4559 

PEPPARD 
BUILDING  SUPPLIES 

The Chiltern Players 

Suicide, infidelity, murder and a rubber 

plant are the basis for an hilarious black 

comedy to be performed by the Chiltern 

Players.  Natural Causes by Eric Chappell 

had its audiences in stitches at its premiere 

in 1992 and the Players are hoping to 

evoke a similar response at Peppard  

Memorial Hall.   

The plot involves Vincent, a man who 

discovers a poison that aids painless sui-

cide.  The play is full of mistaken identi-

ties, hilarious consequences, hugely funny 

one-liners and some great laughs.  Who 

does eventually take the poison?  Will it 

be the wife, the mistress, the two-timing 

husband or even the hapless rubber plant?  

Performances take place on Friday/

Saturday, November 17th/18th and 24th/25th 

at Peppard Memorial Hall at 

20.00.  Tickets are £6 each and available 

from Village Yarns, Peppard Road, Son-

ning Common or on the door.  
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CHURCH SERVICES   

STATIC ATTENDED DUSTCARTS/KERBSIDE GARDEN WASTE 

Peppard Congregational Church 

Family Service: 10.30  0118 972 4519  www.pepcon.plus.com 
Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church 

Monday-Friday 09.00Saturday 17.30Sunday 09.00&10.30 

Our 9-Office Network Sells and Lets More Houses 
Sonning Common 0118 972 4242 - Henley 01491 412345 

www.davistate.com 

OCTOBER   

Mon  2 FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH Office Thurs 16 FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office 
Thurs  5 Peppard School Skipping Workshop Fri/Sat 17/18 Chiltern Players/Natural Causes/20.00/Memorial Hall 
Sat  7 SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s Hall Sat 18 Green Gym/Widmore Pond/09.30-12.30 
Mon  9 Mobile Library – see below for times and places Mon 20 Mobile Library – see below for times and places 
    Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion Peppard Fri/Sat 24/25 Chiltern Players/Natural Causes – as above 
Wed 11 WI/History of Glass/14.30/Memorial Hall Sat 25 Parish Council Planning Cmttee Meeting/10.00/Pavilion 
Sat 14 Jazz Evening/19.30/SC Village Hall Thurs 30 Green Gym/Kingwood Common/09.30-12.30 
Mon 16 Peppard School/09.00/Awards Assembly DECEMBER  
Wed 18 CRUSE Coffee Morning/10-11.30/SC Village Hall  Fri  1  Peppard School/14.00/Award Assembly 
  Peppard Lunch Club/12.15/Memorial Hall Sat  2 SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s Hall 

Thurs 19 FISH Pub Lunch/11.30/details FISH office   SC Pre-School/Christmas Fair/10-12/SC Village Hall 

Fri 20 Peppard School Term 1 ends Mon  4 Mobile Library – see below for times and places 
Mon 23 Mobile Library – see below for times and places   FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH Office 

Wed 25 Peppard WI Group Mtg/History of Masks/14.30/ Wed  6 Peppard Lunch Club/12.15/Memorial Hall 
  Memorial Hall Sat  9 Parish Council Planning Cmttee Meeting/10.00/Pavilion 

Sat 28 Parish Council Planning Cmttee Meeting/10.00/Pavilion Sun 10 All Saints’ Advent Sequence of music/reading.10.30 
  Green Gym/Kingwood Common/09.30-12.30 Mon 11 Parish Council Meeting/20/15/The Unicorn 

    FISH Charity Card Sale/09.00-13.00/SC Village Hall Wed 13 Peppard School/KeyStage2/Christingle/18.30 

Mon 30 Peppard School Term 2 begins     WI/Christmas Music/14.30/Memorial Hall 

 NOVEMBER     Thurs 14 Peppard School/KeyStage1/Christingle/18.30 

Sat  4 SODC/OCC Councillor Surgery/10-12/St Michael’s Hall      Green Gym/Spring Wood/09.30-12.30 

Sun  5 All Saints’ Patronal Festival Fri 15 Peppard School Term 2 ends 
Mon  6 Mobile Library – see below for times and places Sat 16 Green Gym/Kennylands Field/09.30-12.30 
  FISH Garden Centre Outing/13.30/details FISH Office Mon 18 Mobile Library – see below for times and places 

Wed  8 Peppard WI/Hugo Brunner/14.30/Memorial Hall Wed 20 CRUSE Coffee Morning/10-11.30/SC Village Hall 
Sat 11 Folk Evening/The Goats/20.00/Memorial Hall Thurs 21 Green Gym/Flowercroft Wood/09.30-12.30 
  Green Gym/SC Primary School/09.30-12.30 Sat 23 Green Gym/Peppard Common/09.30-12.30 

Sun 12 All Saints’/Remembrance Service/10.55 Sun 24 All Saints’/Nativity Play & Carols/17.30 
Mon 13 Parish Council Meeting/20.15/Pavilion Peppard     Holy Communion/23.00 
Wed 15 CRUSE Coffee Morning/10-11.30/SC Village Hall     Congregational Church Midnight Mass 
  Peppard Lunch Club/12.15/Memorial Hall Mon 25 Congregational Church Family Service/Nativity/10.30 

Mobile Library – places & times (School: 15.00-15.15) (Unicorn: 15.25-15.40) FISH Office:  118 972 3986   ((Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) 
Green Gym: Robin Howells – 0118 9723528 Peppard Lunch Club: Sally Longhurst 0118 9722808 

Month October November December Jan 07 

Date 4th 11th 18th 25th 1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th 6th 13th 20th 10th 

Place SC RP SC RP SC RP SC RP SC RP SC RP SC 

Place: RP = Peppard Xroads, SC = behind Gateway. Garden waste will NOT be accepted, ONLY Non-recyclable general.  Times: Wed 8-11 
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Sunday Services  

at All Saints’ 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER Notes 
1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 25 31   

09.00 Communion                


 Benefice Eucharist, All Saints’ 

10.30 Communion (sung)                        † 
† Benefice Eucharist at Christ the King, 

 Sonning Common 

10.30 Matins 
          *      #         

* Royal British Legion Remembrance  

 Service at 10.55am  

10.30 Family Service                            # Advent Sequence of music and readings  

10.30 Sunday School                                

11.00 Seven Lessons &  

Carols 
                

‡ Confirmation (Bishop of Dorchester) 

18.30 Evensong 
     ‡       ▼   

▼Nativity Play and Carols 17.30 
 Holy Communion 23.00 

Peppard Diary 


