Spring 2018
First Responders are a team of volunteers
trained by the South Central Ambulance
Service in basic lifesaving skills and are
sent, following 999 calls to the ambulance
service, to provide on-the-spot care
until the ambulance arrives.
Because we live within the community we arrive at about 65% of calls
before the ambulance and these extra
minutes are vital in providing
immediate lifesaving treatment, particularly in the case of cardiac arrest.
In the nine years we have been
operational we have attended 900
calls; the youngest patient was nine
days old and the oldest was 103.
Some people we have seen more than
once, and we often go to people we
know.
Currently we have three responders,
Chris Brook in Kidmore End and
Adam Negus and Sue Abbott in Sonning Common. We operate on a rota
system from our own homes and
attend ‘immediately life threatening’
emergencies such as cardiac arrest,
diabetic coma, strokes, unconscious
patients, breathing difficulties and
seizures. The equipment we carry
includes a defibrillator, oxygen and
Entonox (pain-relieving gas).
The Sonning Common Community First
Responders Group, although part of the
South Central Ambulance Charitable
Trust, receive no direct financial help. All
our funds are raised by us.
In 2016, thanks to the hard work of local
fund raisers; through kind donations from
individuals and families; and the support
from parish councils, we were able to
purchase a Vauxhall Antara from Sonning
Common Garage at a favourable rate. This
is a 4x4 car which is marked in orange and
green (the new national livery for CFR
cars); this enables us to go in all weathers
to places that would normally be inaccessible.

A snowy Sunday last December saw us
attend three calls all in areas that a normal car would have been unable to
reach.

back up into a chair or onto a bed. This
will cost us about £2,500. Once we have
purchased the kit (and have done the necessary training) we will be able to go to
these patients, do all the initial assessments (temperature, blood pressure,
oxygen levels, etc.) and using the new
phone technology speak directly with
paramedics in the ambulance control
room who will confirm if the patient’s
injuries allow us to use the lifting
cushion to get them up off the floor. If
the paramedic decides the injuries
require additional treatment we will
stay until the ambulance
arrives.
If you are interested in finding out
more about volunteering or are able to
make a donation or to help us with our
fundraising please contact me.

Tel: 0118 924 2515
Do Remember – in the case of a medical emergency ringing 999 for an ambulance will get you the appropriate
help - including from the Community
First Responders – there is no need to
make additional calls.
In 2018 we are
fundraising to
purchase a
‘Mangar
Emergency
Lifting
Cushion’, this
is a set of
inflatable
cushions and
pump that will
enable us to
attend people
who have
fallen and are
unable to get
Top picture from left: Sue Abbott, Adam Negus and Chris Brook
themselves
Bottom picture: First Responders with Dave Hamer, Paramedic and CFR
Training Manager
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Our Schools
Our Spring Term is well under way now
and lots of trips have already taken place.
As part of their History topic focussing on
WW2 and Winston Churchill, Springwood
Class went to Blenheim Palace where the
children were given a tour and had access
to an exhibition about Churchill.
Greys Class have been to the River and
Rowing museum in Henley to take part in
a Winter Light Workshop. They have also
been to Milestones in Basingstoke to the
Toy Museum.
Highmoor Class visited Maidenhead
Synagogue for a tour and talk covering the
Sabbath and the special Friday night meal.
Whilst in Maidenhead the children visited
Oldfield Primary School at Braywick, a
newly built school, where they had lunch
and playtime with the children there.
A big event this year was a trip to the O2
in London to take part in the annual
Young Voices concert. This year we had
46 children taking part in what is one of
the biggest children’s singing event in the
world. The choir was 7,700 in total!
Sporting events this term have included
the annual Sportshall Athletics event
hosted by Chiltern Edge. The children
were taken by minibus to the school and
had an excellent time in competition.
More trips are to follow, with Peppard
Class going to the Crocodiles of the World
Zoo in Carterton. (Let’s hope they all
make it back).
Highmoor Class will be going to Windsor
Castle and also Kew Gardens.
Thanks as always to Mr Bill Tanner who
ably assists us by driving the children
around to all these events.
NB: at our Christingle Service the collection was for The Children’s Society. We
raised £186.65.

Peppard C of E Primary School
Peppard Common RG9 5JU
Phone: 01491 628354
Headteacher

Nick Steele
Chairman of the Governors

Christine Bradbury
(See Junior Peppard News for the children’s own reports of both the trip to
Blenheim Palace and the Young Voices
concert.)
We are delighted to have the opportunity
to tell you all about what we do and all
the fun things we have planned for the
coming term.
We have been based in Highmoor
Memorial Hall for over 20 years and
offer care for children from the age of
two years until school age. We have
opened our doors to many local, as well
as not-so local children, and parents
travel from as far away as Watlington,
Wargrave, Henley and Caversham to
bring their children to us.
We have a huge outside space which
means we are able to offer every child
the opportunity to learn and develop
confidence and self-esteem through
hands-on learning in the natural environment. We have a massive array of
resources as well as a large number of
highly qualified and dedicated staff,
which enable us to ensure our children
are happy and stimulated at all times.
The children have their own growing
garden where they grow fruit and vegetables that are then used in their weekly
cooking sessions. We offer French and
music classes, as well as outdoor multiskills sessions which help teach
children physical skills whilst using their
imaginations.

As well as having safe, happy and stimulated children we also strive to ensure the
children are equipped with everything
they will need for a smooth transition to
‘big school’.
This term we will be looking at the topics
of winter, plant and animal lifecycles and
Easter. We will also look at winter sports
including the Winter Olympics.
After half term the children will hatch
their own butterflies and start planting
outside for the coming year. Finally, at
Easter we will have our Easter bonnet
parade when the children will have the
opportunity to create their own masterpiece to show off to friends and family.
We are very proud of what we offer and
would love to show you what we do and
just how much fun we have every day. Do
give us a call on 01491 642162 if you
would like to come and have a look round.

Children enjoying ‘gardening’

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements:
Decorating inside and out; Paper hanging; Carpentry - including
door easing and hanging; Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal;
Plumbing - leaking taps, etc; Hedge Cutting & Planting,
Patios, Landscaping & Garden Design.

ROB SMITH

TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATING
Day Boat Hire – Passenger Boat and Party Hire
Luxury Boating Holidays – River Trips - Moorings and Storage

Established over 146 years.
01491 572035 www.hobbsofhenley.com

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement Cushions,
Chair Caning, French Polishing and Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH Tel/fax 0118 972 4560
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Our Young Achievers
In the summer, I had a spectacular and
eye-opening experience when I went on a
school expedition to Uganda.
We began our three-week trip in
Kampala, the busy and bustling capital,
where we worked as teachers in Sideview
Education Centre, a school brimming
with students aged from three to 16. I was
assigned a class of approximately 40 students, to whom I taught subjects such as
maths and English and also about my life
in England. I developed a really close
relationship with the children and it was
emotional to say goodbye at the end of
the week.
We then went on to tour around the south
of Uganda, exploring the jungle and wilderness on a three-day hike through the
Rwenzori Mountains (they separate
Uganda from the Congo) and in the vast
national parks such as the Queen Elizabeth National Park. In the parks, we went
on fascinating safaris with brilliant
guides. We were able to see a multitude
of weird and wonderful
animals, from lions that crossed the road
right in front of us to a particularly
cheeky baboon who jumped into our
minibus and stole our cereal! Seeing
untouched nature so close up was
unforgettable and a rare opportunity for
anyone.
The trip wasn’t very luxurious and we did
a lot of camping in jungles and mountains, faced with all kinds of bugs and
beasts. There were some hard times, such
as when our tent flooded in a freak tropical storm and we had to sleep outside
with the mosquitoes and hippos, but overall the happy memories completely outweighed the bad ones. We mainly cooked
for ourselves, which included a lot of jam
sandwiches. Due to a series of very particular dietary requirements in our group,
we were somewhat limited foodwise, so

our dinner times mainly involved rice
and beans. A friend and I were the designated chefs for the trip, and everyone
was always fed and happy come nighttime.
We concluded our trip in the calm and
wealthy airport city Entebbe, where we
were treated to delicious restaurant
meals and an array of interesting
markets in which to buy souvenirs.

Lily (on the left) with friends

Throughout the trip, the locals we met
were super-friendly, welcoming and
chatty. They taught me their local
languages and I developed close friendships with people of all ages, all of
whom had wonderful stories to tell. A
particularly memorable day was when
we were camping on the top of a mountain and we played football with the
local schoolchildren and teachers in the
daytime. When night fell, we danced in
a huge circle with the adults and they
showed us their music and dances.
This amazing experience would not have
been possible for me without the help of
Peppard Educational Trust, who helped
me out with some of the rather hefty
payments and I would like to convey
just how grateful I am that they enabled
me to enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

In conclusion, I had an amazing time that
has made me realise how much I would
like to travel around and discover more of
Africa. And I seriously recommend it to
anyone thinking about taking a similar
trip: you will have the time of your life!

Snippets
Due to illness we have had to postpone our present production of Neil
Simon’s Rumours so we are going to
reprise our December interactive
murder mystery supper.
If for any reason you missed it or are anxious to join us on Saturday 17th March
please obtain tickets soon in advance as
numbers are limited—available from 0118
972 2632, Occasions in Sonning Common, or chiltern.players@yahoo.co.uk.
Tickets are £15 to include a three
course supper and a lot of laughs hopefully.

There are many up-coming fundraising
events for the Sue Ryder Nettlebed
Hospice that include an Apprentice Challenge, the Reading Half Marathon, WalkWithMe a 26 mile walk along part of the
Ridgeway, It's a Knockout Challenge, an
Open Garden day, Challenge the Wild and
a 1.5km evening swim from Henley Rowing Club to Angel on the Bridge, a ForgetMe-Not Walk and Fireworks. We also
have cycle rides and treks taking place
further afield too.
For more information about any of the
above or support for your own fundraising
for the Hospice, call 01491 641384 ext
246. e-mail
nettlebed.fundraising@sueryder.org or
visit www.sueryder.org/nettlebed.
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The Councils
There are a number of positive developments to report for this coming spring.
Firstly – success with Superfast broadband. Four distribution frames have been
installed and are now active. Two have
been fully commissioned by ISPs for full
operation and are now serving customers;
dwellings along Colmore Lane particularly, will have seen an increase in speeds
from 2Mbit/s to over 40Mbit/s. As one
customer said – ‘It’s like night and day
when comparing the old with the new.’
The remaining two cabinets (Unicorn and
Sports Pavilion) will be serving customers
by the time Peppard News is circulated.
Secondly, the Sports Pavilion Modernisation programme is moving forward very
swiftly. At the beginning of February a
successful Open weekend was organised
by the Pavilion Improvements Working
Party and RPPC. Building plans, funding
plans and the historical significance of the
Sports Pavilion were on show. Over 50
people attended the presentation with a
further 50 visiting over the weekend.
Some concerns were expressed about the
modest increase in Parish Councils tax
(less that £2 p.a. for a band ‘D’ average
dwelling) to help fund the programme and
how the improved facility may affect
usage of the War Memorial Hall. All are
concerned that both facilities complement
each other. However, the majority
expressed their great satisfaction that
something is finally being done to address
the roof and to modernise the building
generally. One comment was ‘How nice it
is to see village cricket still being played
here, at a high level, and how nice to see
the cricketing youngsters actively using
the ground on a sunny summer’s Sunday
morning’. (Sometimes as many as 100.)
It is clear that the Pavilion usage is different to the War Memorial Hall, with a concentration on sport: pilates, over-60’s circuit training, fitness ‘Boot-Camp’, art
classes, hula-hooping and children’s yoga,
in addition to cricket. It is planned that
50% of the funding will come from a
South Oxfordshire District Council grant.
Nearly all agreed that the project represented excellent value for parishioners
(RPPC funding to a 25% level). The balance of 25% is planned to come from the
Cricket Club and donations.

Parish Council
Chairman: Simon Crouch
e-mail: simon.crouch@rppc.org.uk
Parish Clerk: Joanne Askin
Orchard Gate, Plough Lane
Shiplake Cross, Oxon. RG9 4DE
Tel: 0118 940 6809
e-mail: clerk@rppc.org.uk
Website: www.rppc.org.uk
SODC Councillors: Charles Bailey
Charles.Bailey@southoxon.gov.uk
& David Nimmo-Smith
David.Nimmo-Smith@southoxon.gov.uk
OCC Councillor: David Bartholomew
07769 808773
david.bartholomew@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council usually
meets on 2nd Monday of the month at 19.30
in the Pavilion. Parishioners may attend and
observe, and may briefly raise issues of
concern to them. All may attend
intermediate planning meetings as well - see
Diary for dates and times.

Please note that the SODC grant application will be submitted in April but there
are no guarantees that all grant funding
will be available: this is why it is very
important to return your questionnaires.
We need to demonstrate that this is a
very worthwhile programme, supported
by the majority of residents. See contact
details below.
One positive aspect developed during
the discussion was that of a joint
Facilities Committee to combine the
booking system for the Sports Pavilion
(WWII) and War Memorial Hall (WWI).
This could ease booking processes and
facilities management, and would maximise usage for both facilities.
At the time of writing; over 60 questionnaires have been received, with 85%
agreeing that the Parish’s contribution
represents good value for money.
Interestingly, we have also received a
very high take-up of people who have
expressed an interest in making a personal donation – over 70% of respondents! Contact details – please scan the
questionnaire, complete and return to :
Parish Clerk at clerk@rppc.org.uk or
Chairman at simon.crouch@rppc.org.uk.
NB: one questionnaire per household
please.
Reading Buses have informed RPPC that

the No 25 07:08 service from Peppard
(Unicorn) will cease temporarily during
February and March. This bus route (and
timing) enjoys very heavy usage between
Sonning Common and Reading. As such,
Reading Buses advise an upgrade from
single-decker to double-decker. This is of
particular concern and inconvenience to
all our school children who use this service. Clearly, the double-decker requires
greater height clearance all along the
route. This is proving a serious problem
between Sonning Common and Peppard
(with overhanging tree branches, etc). At
this stage it is only the 07:08 service that
is affected, we have not been advised of
any other changes. A meeting has been
organised between Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC), Reading buses, RPPC and
Nettlebed and District Commons
Conservators (NDCC) to survey and
assess which trees are problematical and
to cut-back accordingly. Private residents
are asked to check that their own trees
(and branches) would not obstruct a
double-decker – particularly on Stoke
Row Road. We value our bus service – we
must encourage Reading Buses to keep a
full service running through to Peppard!
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be
held at 10:00 on Saturday 21st April. It
will be a good opportunity to hear about
the Sports Pavilion progress, discuss ongoing village issues, Building Planning
Application matters, listen to an interesting talk on our Parish locality (speaker yet
to be confirmed) and meet other likeminded villagers who are interested in
keeping our village an enjoyable, rural
place in which to live!

In a large constituency such as this there
are often relatively local issues that do not
immediately affect the whole constituency
- although there may be implications on a
wider scale.
One such issue is that of the proposed
Third Reading Bridge. This has been on
the agenda for very many years and comes
to the fore from time to time.
There have been recent concerns as a
Strategic Outline Business Case was published last autumn by Wokingham
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My Favourite Cycle Ride
Borough Council, the Authority we had
asked to take the lead on the project rather
than Reading.
It is a hot topic in the south of the constituency: many people commute south to
Reading and beyond and would welcome
improved access but others fear that a new
bridge will put strain on the road network
in South Oxfordshire. There is a good
economic case for looking at the project.
However I have made it very clear that
robust assessment of the implications on
the road network to the north of the bridge
must be made and appropriate mitigation
of any negative impact be included as part
of the project.
We must be alert to the potential for
additional traffic moving north from
Reading to Junctions 6, 7 and 8 of the
M40 and also across to the west to join the
A4074 or the A34. If properly addressed
this could help resolve long standing
issues through our villages otherwise it
could add to problems.
If you would like to know more about my
work in Westminster, for both the
Government and the constituency please
do look at my website which is regularly
updated. The address is
www.johnhowellmp.com.
I also produce a periodic electronic newsletter and briefings on specific issues. If
you would like to subscribe to these
please email me at
john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.co
m You can also follow me on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
JohnHowellOxfordshire or on twitter
@JHowellUK
Further details of the work of parliament
is available on www.parliament.uk. As
always, I am interested to hear constituents’ views on the proposals before the
House.

Living in Peppard, off-road biking
really ought to be compulsory, we are
blessed with an abundance of
bridlepaths and single tracks in every
direction, if you’re not already doing it
… get on your bike! This route is a nice
two hours, has great views, not too
much climbing, is OK with a mountain
bike, hybrid or even an electric and is
not too muddy! It’s about 15 miles.
From the Red Lion head west down the
dip on Colliers Lane, at the bottom go
right onto the bridleway, (there is a
cycle track along the right side), in the
second wood head left uphill to the blue
house Colmore. Turn right onto
Colmore Lane to the dip, then left up the
firebreak Burnt Platt to Stoke Row Road
(to avoid mud you can stay on Colliers
Lane to the Unicorn and join Colmore
Lane on the right there). At Stoke Row
Road you can go up through the woods
on the left of the road past ponds, or
stay on tarmac to Stoke Row. Either
way, get to the Maharajah’s Well in
‘downtown Stoke Row’. Turn right onto
Cox’s Lane, which becomes a gentle
ascent on a lovely track to GDP skip
depot, go straight across the Nuffield
Road signposted to Homer Farm. Carry
on this track till a splendid view opens
out across the Goring Gap; turn right
onto a ‘permissive’ bridlepath which
skirts fields and woods - (alternative
straight down and back to the King William IV for a quick tipple). The permissive bridlepath gives fabulous views, I
reckon you can see Wales on a good
day… and Didcot Power station on a
bad one!
After a mile, at a ‘crossroads’, take the
first opportunity to turn right up a rutted
hill into Mongewell Wood, pass Upper
House Farm, back to the Nuffield Road
(Timbers Lane), turn left to the centre of
Nuffield, and just as the golf course

Adams Cars
Your Local Taxi Service

Taxis – Chauffeurs – Minibuses – Executive Cars
Rail & Airport Services / Parties / Weddings
Theatres / Hospitals / Sporting Events

01491 628888

0118 966 4000

Office: Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA

www.adams-cars.com
e-mail: booking@adams-cars.com

starts on the left, take a right onto a
bridlepath signed Stoke Row. Chocks
away! This is a great blast with two
opportunities for a bit of air; watch out for
walkers, horses and, of course, tree trunks.
In May this is a really fantastic bluebell
wood.
Eventually you come out at a T junction,
go right on a long fast straight beside
larch trees to Howberrywood Farm, so
pretty! Past the farm keep rightish, i.e.
don’t go left, it becomes tarmac all the
way to Newnham Hill Bottom, swing left
on a fast and furious short cut coming out
at the bottom of Witheridge Hill. Go
straight ahead along the ‘main road’ turning right just before Old Place; this is the
far end of Colmore Lane, so follow this
all the way to the Unicorn, turn left onto
Colliers Lane, down and up to the Red
Lion for a well-deserved drink. We often
go out cycling the Chilterns and are happy
to link up with others!

Maps contain Ordnance Survey data ©
Crown copyright and database right 2015
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Our Village
Early in April eight climbers will attempt
to reach the 29,035ft (8,850m) summit of
Mount Everest from the north side. One of
them is 45 year old Dominic Renshaw
from Peppard. He is hoping that, with
sponsorship, he will raise £5,000 for the
Thames Valley Air Ambulance. ‘The
work they do is extremely important. It is
an amazing organisation, which is selffunded’ said Dominic.

Dominic Renshaw

Having grown up in the north, Dominic
developed a love of mountaineering while
climbing in the Pennines. He has been
preparing for the challenge since last
spring, trekking two hours a day, five days
a week between Sonning Common and
Peppard Common and walking in the
woods, as well as 30 minutes a day on a
rowing machine and playing indoor and
underwater hockey.
Dominic has previously climbed Mount
Denali, North America's highest peak; has
completed the Inca trail in Peru and has
also trekked the Everest trails. As an experienced mountaineer and skiing instructor, Dominic seems well prepared for this
challenge. He will require patience as the
climb will be in stages from the various
base camps and the time it takes will be
dependent on the weather conditions.
If you would like to sponsor Dominic for
this local cause visit www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/dominic-renshaw.

interests to represent our local community. We meet every six to eight weeks
to discuss a variety of topics. We have
determined patients' needs by carrying
out surveys: for example, the most
recent, in 2014, identified access and
information issues. This resulted in
improvements to car parking, the
entrance door and the display of information, a waiting room screen and
updating the new patients’ booklet.
We welcome ideas, views and needs of
all patients of the health centre on
how the provision of care and
environment can be improved there is no need to be a PPG
member: your suggestions are
welcome. During 2018, we plan
another survey, asking for views
on a variety of items and identifying local issues that will affect
patients. We also want to explore
whether you would be interested in
information which could improve
the understanding of certain types
of health issues. The more replies
we receive, the easier it is to plan
for the future so please look out for
it – your comments count.
National 'No Smoking Day' is on
Wednesday 14th March. There will be
stalls in the health centre giving a
wealth of information about smoking
and the benefits of giving up, with
health centre staff, a dentist and a representative from Carsons Pharmacy on
hand to give advice.
We are planning a free Open Day about
dementia on Friday 13th July in Sonning
Common Village Hall. Many different
organisations will share their expertise more information will be available
nearer the date.
Contact us by
emailing schcppg@gmail.com, the
SCHC website PPG page Contact
button or PPG Contact forms at the
Health Centre Reception. Please allow five working days for a reply.
We look forward to hearing from
you.

The sun is shining as I write, so surely
spring is on the way? The colourful flowers in the churchyard are a definite sign!
However, after all the rain we’ve had the
paths are still pretty muddy, so if you
fancy a trudge in the mud, why not join us
on a health walk?
The current walks timetable continues
until Easter, after which the new summer
timetable will begin. Health Walks
timetables are available from the library,
the Health Centre and the Herb Farm, or
on the website at
www.sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/
timetable. If you’d like to talk to someone
about the health walks, phone Colin
Davies on 0118 972 2527

Readers of the Henley Standard will have
seen an account of the 20th anniversary of
the Green Gym. About 36 members and
guests coppiced an area of woodland
planted at our 10th anniversary.
The Millennium Green is one of around
two dozen sites that are visited regularly
by the Gym but is only one of two actually in the Sonning Common Parish,
compared to three in Peppard. After the
work everyone walked over the road to
The Bird In Hand for a buffet lunch and a
magnificent birthday cake made by
Sandra Rhodes, the wife of one of our
members. Also present was the Green
Gym founder, Dr William Bird, a former
GP at Sonning Common Health Centre.
Having active organisations like the
Green Gym in the village is what helps to
make Sonning Common and Peppard
successful vibrant communities.

The Green Gym

We have a forward thinking health centre
that includes a Patient Participation
Group. The Sonning Common Health
Centre Patient Participation Group (also
known as PPG) is a group of patient
volunteers, who provide a link between
patients and the health centre, to the benefit of both. The PPG has recently been
reformed and the members have different

TANDOORI

Connoisseur

An Emporium of Indian Cuisine
Fully Air-conditioned
Open 7 days a week, including bank holidays
Take-away menu - prompt service

21 Wood Lane, Sonning Common - Phone: 0118 972 3104/1054
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Peppard News

Welcome to this edition of the Junior Peppard News. We have been busy already this year. In this edition, you will read about Integrity,
school trips, sporting activities and young achievers. Read on to find out more.

Key Stage 2 had been practising songs for months and finally the day came!
Everyone was jumping with excitement and couldn’t wait to get to the O2 arena.
When we got to the stadium we had our packed lunches and were then whizzed
off to sing; our fabulous conductor, David Lawrence, helped to improve our work.
There were 7705 children singing in the world’s largest choir - Young Voices!
Playing alongside us were guitars, drums, pianos and many more instruments.
There were guest stars on the stage such as Natalie Williams and Alfie Sheard
(who are singers), M4gnet (an acapella band) and Urban Stride (a street dance
group).
The practice went brilliantly, and after 2½ hours, all the schools went to have
their well-earned packed-tea! Then, before long, we were all filing back into our
seats in the arena, whilst the adults excitedly babbled away as they found their
seats!
At 7 o’clock the concert began, and all of us were singing the songs with big
smiles on our faces! We danced, swayed and jumped so much we exhausted
ourselves out! It was an amazing experience but sadly it had to come to an end!
On the coach home, a lot of people fell asleep, but Miss Tillotson decided to be our tour guide and showed us landmarks such as: The
Tower of London, the Shard, the London Eye, the OXO building and Westminster Bridge! I doubt anybody will forget this incredible event
and I hope Peppard will go again in future years!

Winter Light Workshop

This term, Greys Class is learning about the topic of Light and Dark. We went on a
school trip to the River and Rowing Museum to take part in a Winter Light workshop.
In the morning, we split into groups and each group had a turn at working on the
different light experiments.
My favourite experiment was where we used a mirror so it looked like you were
flying! We looked at whether the materials were opaque, transparent or translucent.
We also looked at shadows and reflections and refractions. After our packed
lunches, we went to the art room where we watched a presentation on paintings
and light.
We had great fun cutting out stencils and using these to help create our screenprints. We poured ink onto a mesh and moved the ink across the screen with a
squeegee. The ink squeezed through the mesh onto our paper and then we peeled
our stencils away to reveal our pictures. It was a little bit messy but lots of fun. We
were all pleased with our screen-prints and that was my favourite part of the day.

On Tuesday, some Year 3 and 4 children went to a football tournament at Rotherfield United FC. We had two teams. One team was
Oliver, Ruby, Freya, Pip, Ethan and Lily. The other team was Joe, Dylan, Astrid, Lola, Maxwell and Imogen.
Our first match was against Valley Road. Sadly we lost. In the next round, we played against Kidmore End. That time we won luckily!
In the last round, Team 1 played against Kidmore End and we won it!
At this point, we were all very excited and hoping that we would get into the final. We did!
Team 2 played against Valley Road and we won!
When all the games finished, Mr Nutt read out the results. Team 1 came 6/8 and Team 2 came 2/8. We loved it!
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distributed free to almost all households in the ecclesiastical and civil parishes of Peppard. It is also available by e-mail.
Editors: Archie Croft, Kieran Larking, Bethan Toward and Evie Young, c/o Peppard C of E School, Church Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, RG9 5JU
e-mail: peppardnews@btinternet.com website:www.PeppardNews.co.uk
Advertising: Ian Fraser - phone: 01491 629631
Printed by Herald Graphics
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Junior Peppard News cont’d
On Monday 15th January, Springwood class had an exciting trip to Blenheim Palace. We went on this trip to learn about Winston Churchill
and WW2. I think we can all say that we had a brilliant time.
Our first impressions of Blenheim Palace were how big and spectacular it was. The grounds were full of amazing water fountains and
statues. A monument we saw was where Winston Churchill proposed to his wife Clementine. In the stables, we found a set of scales
where you could see how many cannonballs you weigh. Most of us weighed just over three cannonballs. When we were inside the cold
palace we saw a picture of a young girl. We were confused because we were in the room where Winston Churchill was born, not some
girl. When we asked our tour guide who it was, she replied that it was a five year
old Winston Churchill, with red curly locks and rosy cheeks!
As well as learning about Winston Churchill, we also learnt about the palace in
WW2. When the second world war began, the 10th Duke of Blenheim was
phoned up by the government and asked whether he would like to take in soldiers or school boys. He replied school boys are easier to control. Having well
behaved, nannied daughters, little did he know how very wrong he was! Lots of
the rooms were used as bedrooms and classrooms.
A few years ago, the Duke at the time was using the organ and noticed it didn’t
sound right. When the person came to look at it he said to the Duke there are a
few pieces missing from the organ. The Duke had no clue where the pieces could
have gone. In 2002, a parcel arrived with the missing pieces from the organ in it!
It had a message reading, ‘My husband recently passed away and made me
promise I would return these to you.’ He was a schoolboy who stayed at the palace during WW2 and was dared to steal some pipes from the back of the organ.
So sorry, Mrs X. A few years later in about 2014, some of the boys who had
stayed there during WW2 came back and told some stories. The people at the palace asked who was it who stole the pipes, and said
they wouldn't be angry. However the boys (more like old men now) replied that they were sworn to secrecy.
Much like our Sports Day at Peppard, the boys had one too. But as there was a war on none of their parents could come. So the Duke
and Duchess said ‘Well we'll come to your Sports Day!’ So they both left Devon and London to come watch the boys’ Sports Day. I wonder if the present Duke and Duchess will come to ours?!
Once again I think I speak for everyone when I say that Winston Churchill was right- we were easily satisfied with the very best!

Imogen Chima, in Year 3, enjoys writing immensely. In
total she has entered three writing competitions and has
been very successful in almost all of them. She is the kind
of writer who loves letting her imagination run wild and
making up all sorts of wonderful creatures in her writing.
So naturally her favourite type of writing is fiction stories
full of adventure. Imogen’s favourite piece of writing she
has done is a piece she entered into a competition about
World War One, and it took her approximately one hour to
write. Surprisingly, Imogen’s
Our young achievers for this edition are Elodie Jones and her sisters Mille
favourite subject isn’t just Engand Charlotte. They do synchronised swimming with Karen Bennet at the
Henley Synchronised Swimming Club. They have done phenomenally well, lish, but maths and art as well.
Imogen’s favourite book is
winning medals for big events.
Harry Potter and her favourite
Since five years old Elodie has earned medals for helping out and learning
crazy new moves like splits underwater. Elodie’s sisters, Millie and Charlotte, author is JK Rowling, who inwon a gold medal at a big competition in Kent for their amazing skills under- spired her to write. Imogen also
water. These girls have been doing so well they would love to continue to do enjoys drawing and colouring
illustrations for her lovely work.
synchronised swimming.
Elodie’s Mum inspired her to start synchronised swimming. At the beginning And finally, the Junior Peppard
it was quite hard. She told us that ‘I practised two times a week to get better News Editors always ask their
interviewees what their favourat synchronised swimming so I wouldn’t find is as difficult when I’m older.’
ite sandwich filling is and ImoWhile Elodie has more interests, synchronised swimming is her facourite
gen’s favourite is ham.
thing to do. She said ‘I would love to do it as a career.’

Preventive Dentistry program for children and adults
General Dentistry
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

 Implants
 Tooth Whitening
Sonning Common
 Invisible braces
Tel 0118 972 2626
 Treatment of nervous patients
‘Your smile in safe hands’

www.peppardnews.co.uk

Page 9

In Peppard Class, we have been learning the story of Elmer the
Patchwork Elephant. We have enjoyed lots of activities about the
story. We began by drawing our own story maps to retell the story.
We then innovated the story by creating new characters.
Elmer was special because he was different. We have all thought
about how we are unique and special.
We have also enjoyed learning facts about elephants and the
countries where they come from.
Here are some interesting elephant facts:
The elephants spray water into their mouths.
Elephants go under their mummy’s tummy to find shade.
Elephants are the only mammals that cannot jump.
Elephants are the largest walking mammal.
They have toenails just like us!
African elephants have larger ears than Asian elephants.

Elephants by Peppard Class

The winner of the Poetry Competition was Jaz
Smithers whose poem is on the left.
The poems of the runners up, Harriet Bowcott
and Astrid Waite, can be seen on our website:
www.peppardnews.co.uk

On Wednesday 17th January we held a church service at All Saints’ Church, Peppard, on the theme of integrity. The service was well
attended by parents, parishioners and friends.
Each class contributed to the service by doing different things to show what Integrity meant to them. Peppard Class (Foundation) learnt
and performed a song called Integrity. Greys Class (Years 1 and 2) recited a poem to explain integrity. Highmoor (Years 3 and 4) highlighted to the congregation a collection of people, some real, some fictional, who have shown integrity or written about it in their work. For
instance in Harry Potter, Albus Dumbledore talks about integrity and the author CS Lewis spoke of its importance.
Finally, Springwood (Years 5 and 6) performed a short Chinese folk story called The Empty Pot. The storyline outlined the importance of
being truthful and doing the right thing and therefore showing integrity.
The Reverend James Stickings gave a short talk. He highlighted what integrity meant by using Russian dolls (one small doll inside another).Which demonstrated that what is on the outside should be the same as on the inside.
The Worship Council lead the prayers and the Reverend James ended the service with a blessing.

Babes in the Wood Toddler Sessions

Highmoor Nursery School
Our private nursery is located in the rural village of Highmoor and
offers exceptionally high standards of childcare and education.
 Open Monday to Friday during term-time
 Full and part-time places
 Fully government funded sessions available
 Children taken from age 2
Please send e-mail to gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk
or telephone 01491 642162 to arrange a show round.






Stay and play group at Stoke Row Pavilion, RG9 5PS
Three mornings sessions per week
Soft play, baby area, toys, books, music and outdoor activities
Run by Highmoor Nursery School staff, paediatric first-aid
trained and DBS checked
Please contact Gwen Pragnell for more information on
gwen@highmoornursery.co.uk or 01491 681837
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Our Village cont’d
Belated best wishes on your birthday earlier this month, Mrs Walker, from the
Peppard News Team!
This amazing lady lives in the parish with
her dog and is supported by her daughter,
Sheila, who lives in Sonning Common
and visits her mother daily. Mrs Walker's
son Graham stays overnight with his
mother once a week giving his sister a
little time off from the role of carer to
their mother.
Sheila tells me that not a lot has changed
during the last year. Her mother still enjoys her weekly shopping trips to the supermarket with Sheila where she pushes
her own trolley and likes to sit in her garden on bright days in the summer.
Mrs Walker must be one of very few people still living independently at well over
100 years of age.

This year we celebrate our 50th Anniversary: WOW! – not bad going for a small,
self-funded charity!
Greenshoots have some Saturday
openings with bedding plants, hanging
baskets, etc., for sale (See Peppard Diary
for dates). We will also have stalls at local
events – we’ll let you know the dates
when these have been confirmed.
There are two special events planned: the
Summer Fête at Greenshoots on 9th June
to celebrate our 50th birthday! Put the date
in your diary, let us know if you would
like to be involved and watch this space
for more details! Then in June there will
be a Golf Day at Caversham Heath Golf
Club. More details will follow …
Our website www.waysandmeans.org.uk
will be updated with all dates shortly.

It seemed just another day for 58 year
old Frances Hill when the post arrived at
her home in Caversham in November
last year. That is, until she opened the
envelope containing a letter from the
Cabinet Office to read that she had been
nominated for a British Empire
Medal awarded to people for
'hands on' service in their local
community. She had no idea that
this might happen and she had to
keep it a secret from everyone
around her! Frances had to provide documents to prove her
identity and carry on at work as
usual until 29th
December when it was officially
announced. So who is Frances
and what has she to do with
Peppard?
Frances has worked for the Ways &
Means Trust for 19 years and been their
CEO for almost 10 years. The charity
started life in Reading in 1968 but
moved to Manor Farm, Peppard four
years ago. It is well known in Peppard
as ‘Greenshoots’, a horticultural therapy
for adults with learning difficulties,
since 1998; now the whole charity
operates from the Peppard site. Apart
from the horticultural side of the charity,
its other activities are a workshop where
trainees (its beneficiaries) carry out
packing work, and a canteen to learn
cooking skills. Trainees can choose to
spend time in either: the two are connected as trainees in the canteen are
involved in the choice of herbs grown
for use in the kitchen.
There are 11 staff with about six volunteers who give their time at Peppard and
another 10 who volunteer at the Tea
Kiosk at Caversham Court Gardens with
some of the trainees between March and
November each year. On any one day
there are seven trainees in the canteen,

28 in the workshop and another 28 in the
garden. Frances told me that the more
volunteers they have, the more they can
do with the trainees who need a staff ratio
of 1/6. More volunteers are also needed
for indirect work for the charity such as
fundraising and maintenance work.

Frances Hill, BEM

The charity gets no government funding.
Each trainee pays around £42 a day which
might come from their Personal Independence Payment (PIP) or be paid by their
family. There is no limit to the length of
time the trainees remain with the charity;
one has been coming for 20 years and is
now 77 years old. On Sunday 10th June
this year the charity will celebrate its 50
year anniversary with an open day at
Greenshoots, including a dog show.
Whenever I have been to buy plants at
Greenshoots, there is always a happy,
light-hearted atmosphere. Although I
would describe the work of Frances and
others at the charity as unglamorous,
Frances herself recognises the successes
of the trainees however small and sees her
job as really rewarding.
As if her work life were not enough
Frances is also chairman of the Caversham Court Management Committee and
a member of the Reading Abbey Rotary
Club. This honour is really well deserved!

www.peppardnews.co.uk

Children’s storytimes take place every
Saturday at 10:00, and our next ‘special’
storytime will be for Mothers’ Day, on
10th March.
Every Thursday from 10:00-11:30 we
have a Gadget Drop-in session, with volunteers on hand to help with your smartphone/laptop/tablet related questions. This
is proving to be so popular that it is advisable to book!
The library will be closed over the Easter
weekend but, like last year, will be open
on Easter Saturday 31st March.
We have a Scrabble Club every Friday
(except Easter) from 10:00-12:00.
Rhymetimes for pre-school children and
babies are held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays
each month (not Bank Holidays) at 10:00.

The Friends have said goodbye and thank
you to Lyn Smurthwaite and Dan
Remenyi, who both stood down from the
committee.
Events for 2018: the first is a talk by two
local writers, Vera Morris and Tom Fort,
on a Writer’s Life. It will be on Thursday
24th May in the Library at 19:00. Tickets
at £5 each (including a glass of wine) will
be available from the Library or Occasions from 23rd April. The Quiz will be on
Friday 12th October at Sonning Common
Primary school. Tickets at £20 for a table
of six will go on sale from 1st September.
The FOSCL writing competition is also
being repeated and will be open to adults
as well as young people in two categories,
under 11 and under 16. Details are being
finalised, but will be available from the
Library by the end of March.

Peppard Revels is hosting two events in
2018 – to celebrate the Royal Wedding in
May, and then to mark the centenary of
the end of the World War I in November.
These two very different events will be
celebrated in two very different ways …
On Saturday 19th May at 15:00, an afternoon and evening of activities begins on
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Peppard Top Common. With a bar,
BBQ, Pimms bar, live music, school children singing, children’s tag-rugby competition, inflatable slide and more …
And with a large TV screen to watch
both the wedding and the FA Cup Final.
In November there is a weekend of
events: Friday 9th at PWMH (Peppard
War Memorial Hall) with a special WW1
film evening. On Saturday 10th – again at
PWMH – there will be a themed (1910s)
evening with live music, bar and supper.
A marquee will be erected on the former
bowling green to allow for dancing.
Sunday afternoon, PWMH will host an
exhibition of documents, photographs
and memories of WWI – including many
relating to the young men from Peppard
who gave their lives in the War.
Sunday evening, at 19:00, we join the
rest of the UK in the Battle’s Over
tribute by lighting our beacon (one of
over 1000 across the UK) on Peppard
Common and hearing the church bells
ring. Warm refreshments available.
We hope to see you at these events – and
if you have some time to be able to help
organise or help on the day – please let
me know.
More details at
www.peppardrevels.org.uk or contact me
on lindacollison1@aol.com

Kingwood Common is now being
maintained by Kingwood Common
Conservation Group (KCCG), a new
partnership between the Conservators
and The Chiltern Society, and supported
by funding from the Trust for Oxfordshire Environment. Some 30 volunteers
turned out for the inaugural working
party in November, and it is heartening
that numbers have been sustained at a
good level since. Excellent progress has
been made in opening up and clearing
five glades, and in creating interlinking
corridors. A number of dog-walkers and
horse-riders have commented that the
transformation has been remarkable. It
is not all work though: a mid-morning
break for refreshments provides the
opportunity for a chat.

Good progress has also been made on
Peppard Common with areas being
opened up at Gallowstree crossroad, the
ski slope, and along the valley bottom.
Butterfly Glade is now completely open,
and a connecting ride through to the ski
slope is planned.
Details of work parties on Peppard and
Kingwood Commons are in the Peppard
Diary (Page16) or on
www.peppardnews.co.uk and also on the
Chiltern Society website:
www.chilternsociety.org.uk. For joining
Friends of the Commons, please contact
our Clerk (clerk@nettlebedcommons.org). Our success with conservation depends on your support.

Our thanks to all those people who have
used the hall over the last few months and
the many parties that have been enjoyed.
The hall continues to be busy and the
Trustees are hoping that this year the new
Club Room and the large, secure green
outside area will be used for more functions. The area is ideal for family parties
and is large enough for a marquee. If you
would like a viewing please contact us.
Last year we had a wedding reception
and, due to the great weather, guests were
able to enjoy the outside area whilst the
children enjoyed playing in safety.
Following the Great War 100 years ago,
local people started to discuss creating a
Memorial Hall. In 1921, a local builder,
with a great reputation for quality build,
started the construction.
To recognise this centenary, the Trustees
are pleased to announce that Mr Ru
Butler, the great grandson of Arthur Butler the builder, has agreed to become our
first patron. The continuation of the
family connection is something that Ru is
very keen to foster and the Trustees are
pleased with his enthusiasm to be involved and carry on the family interest.
To contact us or for further information
regarding the hall or use of the outside
green please see our website:
www.peppardwarmemorialhall.btik.com
Our thanks again.
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Clubs and Societies
After our December fund-raising events
were scuppered by the icy weather it was
great to hear that some of our supporters
are taking on exciting sponsored challenges on our behalf over the next few
months.
It was very disappointing for us to have to
cancel our Christmas Fayre in December
due to treacherous conditions at the stables. This was in the same week that we
had our Tesco Collection Day and our slot
in the Henley Advent Calendar. Both of
which were badly affected by the icy
weather.
We usually count on the income from
these events to help see us through the
winter months when the ponies need lots
of hay and food and at the same time our
income drops due to having to frequently
cancel riding (being an outdoor only
facility).
So, it was wonderful to hear about some
of the fundraising events that are going to
take place in the spring. Our Stable Manager, Elizabeth King and her dad, Nick,
have been in training all winter in order to
take part in the Devizes to Westminster
International Canoe Race on 31st March.
They have to paddle (non -stop) for 125
miles along the Thames. Elizabeth has a
disabled sister and her mum, Rosemarie,
is an RDA Coach. They have set their
target at £7,000! If you would like to support them their Fundraising Page is
www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
nickking1.
Our Marathon Woman, Liz Jones, has
been given automatic entry into the London Marathon on Sunday 22nd April as she
is a ‘good for age’ runner. What an accolade! (I’m sure we would all like that
label.) She has set her target at £2,000 and
if you would like to support her, you’ll

find her Fundraising Page at
www.mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/
elizabethjones2. Liz was formerly a
volunteer at Wyfold until she took over
as Finance Officer for Henley Town
Council.
We wish them all the best of luck and
hope that they get lots of local support.
They are all proof that being a Wyfold
volunteer keeps you fit and active and
we are very proud of them and grateful
that our work has inspired them to take
on these demanding fundraising challenges on our behalf.

The Sonning Common youth club have
an action packed term ahead with many
exciting activities planned, from crafts to
sports to Easter Egg hunts! We welcome Years 9-11 on a Tuesday evening
and Years 6-8 on a Wednesday evening,
19:00-21:00 above the Sports Hall at
Chiltern Edge.
Keep up to date with what's on by visiting our Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/
sonningcommonyouthcentre.
Our other news is that after many years
of being run by a fantastic committee,
the youth club is being handed over to
Sonning Common Parish Council. This
is a new era for the club's administration
and we thank all committee members
who worked so hard to keep the club in
our village.
A special mention to sisters Beverly
Dobson and Carol Viney who both previously chaired the committee and secured much needed funding for the club.
We are extremely pleased that Carol will
still serve on the club's committee with
the Parish Council and will continue to
help the club flourish.

The club will be holding their AGM on
Tuesday 20th March in the clubhouse
starting at 19:30. All members are invited
to attend to assist the committee with the
ongoing success of the club. The club will
be hosting a number of fabulous events,
again, this year and details will be announced in due course.
We extend a very warm welcome to existing club members, new members and any
first-time visitors who would like to view
and utilise the fantastic facilities available, as the weather begins to get brighter.
As an incentive for those who are not
quite sure how it all works, the club is
proposing to run Introduction Evenings
for members and non-members on several
of the club session nights, and invite
adults of all abilities to attend. These sessions (Tuesdays and Thursdays from
18:30 and also Sundays from 10:00) will
have coaches in attendance and will be
free of charge.
If you require any further information
please visit www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk
or call 0118 947 4051.

Another busy summer for the club begins
in less than two months’ time. A restructure of the league system will see the 1st
XI play in the newly-formed Berks, Mid
Bucks and Chilterns League Championship Division, with the 2nd XI and 3rd XI
playing in Berkshire League Division One
and Three respectively. The club will
continue to run the two Sunday sides – the
Unicorns and the ‘lads and dads’
Maharajas. PSR also offer T20s to adults,
while the junior section continues to
flourish with teams from Under 9 to
Under 19 and fun cricket for U6-8.
Winter nets continue until 1st April, and

The Red Lion
Peppard Common

Rotherfield Peppard Educational Trust
Fund for support of educational activities

Traditional Country Pub
01491 628329

The Trust supports educational activities undertaken by under twentyfives from Peppard. It can help with purchase of books, educational
visits, special projects, and the like. If you may be eligible, or know of
others who may wish to apply, please call:

www.redlionpeppard.co.uk

Sylvia Overbury (01491 628245)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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players of all abilities are encouraged to
attend. When the season begins in April,
nets switch to outdoors.
For the first time the club also has girls’
teams at U10 and U12, and we are in the
process of establishing a ladies’ team. If
you are keen to join our growing ladies
and girls group, please email Celia Hall on
cemhall@googlemail.com
For more information please contact chairman Gerry Bacon (07785 771847) or as a
junior, Andy Watts (07884 931906).
The proposed renovation and improvement of the Sports pavilion would
certainly benefit both the cricket club and
community as a whole if it goes through.

Our WI year ended on a high. The folk
group Pandemonium entertained us and
involved us in well known songs and
carols. It is amazing how an old chestnut
such as The 12 Days of Christmas can
still cause so much hilarity.
We have drawn up a programme of meetings and activities to keep us busy
throughout the coming year but hope that
all our members will be involved in some
small way in the planning for our Centenary year, 2019. To that end, some of the
committee met with Clive Mills to retrieve our archives from their hiding place
in the hall and to remind ourselves that
we have records going back to our very
beginning. Thank you, Clive, for all your
help.
Of course Peppard WI and the War
Memorial Hall have been closely linked
since the hall was built. We were probably the first regular user of the hall. Before that, we met in the ‘Tin Hut’ which, I
think, was on Peppard Crossroads. I
would be very interested to hear from
anyone with knowledge of the tin hut.

Does a photo exist?
Our book club is meeting in April to
discuss our current ‘read’ Olive Kitteridge. We also meet for Bridge, and
Rummikub and are looking for people
interested in reviving our Scrabble
group. If you are interested in ‘putting
you toe in the water’ and joining us for
these or our regular monthly meetings,
give me a call on 0118 348 0485 or
email me at irene.lindsay@sky.com.

chipping and putting. Each session will
involve all aspects so come along for one
session or join us for all three! Peppard
News readers pay only £10.00 (normal
rate is £40.00) per session. If
possible please book in advance as places
will be limited. Our telephone number is
01491 629967 or e-mail
morleygolf88@icloud.com. If you need
any more information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

The year started as it left off in 2017
with a full house for Viceroy’s House.
The last film for the winter period will
be There’s a Girl in My Soup starring
Peter Sellers and Goldie Hawn on Friday 23rd March. It’s a wonderful farce
with Sellers playing a TV producer and
serial seducer who falls for an American
played by Hawn and meets his match.
We’ll be taking our usual break for the
summer but we’ll be back in the
autumn. Please remember that we are
now routinely overbooked and you need
to get your tickets early (from Linda
Collison 077 477 62871 or
lindacollison1@aol.com). Thanks to
everyone for their support!

Another year is upon us and we have
some sad, and some good, news. The good
news is we have had new people join us
for our monthly lunch date and they are
very welcome. The sad news is that our
lovely cook, Jenny, has returned to her
native New Zealand for good. She will be
missed by us all. We are now looking for
someone who will help fill the gap she has
left. All we ask is that you help with the
planning and cooking of the meal for
around 30 people once a month. The menu
is split between four of us. Normally one
will cook the meat, one will do the veg
and two will do the pudding, or fill in
where and when required. If you feel able
to join our team please contact me on
01491 628677.
Our members are a jolly crowd and come
for a relaxing meal and to chat and meet
old friends and make new ones. The next
meeting is on Wednesday 21st February in
the War Memorial Hall at 12:30. See
Peppard Diary (Page 16) for dates during
the rest of the year.
The cost of the meal is £5 per person.
Please phone Betty Butler on 01491
681780 or me to book your place.
We look forward to seeing existing
members and hopefully new ones in the
coming year.

Do you enjoy being outside in the fresh
air? Are you looking to increase your
fitness? Would you like to meet people
and make new friends? Looking to start
a new hobby? Why not join me, Head
PGA Professional at Greys Green Golf
Course for Try Golf taster sessions to be
held on Saturday 10th March, Saturday
7th April and Saturday 5th May 2018 at
14:00.
The sessions will cover the basic game
including the full swing, pitching/

MR FIX-IT—Handyman Services
Call Tony on 0800 025 70 80 (evenings on 0118 972 3004),
or text 07794 464273 or e-mail anthonyrgoodchild@btinternet.com
for a free quote and call out

www.mrf1xit.co.uk

Everything you need for
your pets and wild birds
Food & Accessories
Friendly personal service with lots of parking
Southlea House, Blounts Court Road
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 924 2747
(Just at the top of Gravel Hill)

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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Our Churches
All Saints’
Church of England

Rector:
Associate Priest:
Curate:
Churchwardens:

www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk

Earlier in the year you may have seen in
the news something called ‘Veganuary’.
This was the invitation to become vegan
for the month of January – a variation on
the idea of a ‘detox’ after the excesses of
the Christmas period.
Things like this always lead me to reflect
on how interesting it is that our society,
despite having lost some (most?) of its
Christian moorings in recent decades, has
not given up on the idea of temporary self
-denial to benefit mind, body, and spirit.
This is, of course, quite topical, because
it’s quite likely that you are reading these
words during Lent, the period of forty
days of preparation before Easter, which
this year falls on 1st April.
Christians have traditionally wanted to
say that giving things up during this
period is a way of growing closer to God,
and as a way of identifying with Christ’s
long fast in the wilderness before the
beginning of his public ministry. But
whether you describe yourself as a
Christian or not, it does seem that selfdenial can be a valuable thing: not as an
end in itself, as if enjoying things were
bad, but rather because giving some
things up can help us to focus on the
really important things in life. And it just
might make us feel better in mind, body,
and spirit as well!
With prayers for a blessed Lent and a joyful Easter when it comes,

Rev’d James Stickings
Rev’d Sheila Walker
Rev’d Stewart Morgan
Adrienne Heriot
Kathie Anderson

0118 972 1459
0118 972 4816
0118 972 3263
01491 629254
0118 972 2694

Christmas was joyous and we had the
privilege of welcoming many families,
friends and visitors to our services.
During January an augmented choir
helped to celebrate the Feast of the
Epiphany when they sang choral evensong. Several choristers headed off to
Oxford to join RSCM choristers and the
choir of Christ Church Cathedral, under
the direction of Stephen Darlington, for
their Epiphany Festival.
Nearer to home they, once again, took
part in the Henley Choir Festival when
substantial funds were raised for the
Henley Stroke Club.
Looking towards Easter, a Lent Group
will commence on 19th February
(evenings) or alternatively 20th February
(afternoons). The sessions will continue
for five weeks. More details and registration can be obtained from the
Reverend James Stickings at
revjstickings@gmail.com.
At 10:00 on Good Friday there will be a
service of Morning Prayer and Litany at
All Saints’.
Also at 10:00 a Walk of Witness departs
from Christ the King, Sonning Common, returning to the same destination
when refreshments will be available.
Later, at 14:00, All Saints’ will be holding a Devotional Hour of music and
readings. This is always a very moving
service which justly reflects the crucifixion of our Lord.
Sung Eucharist for Easter Day will take
place at All Saints’ at 10:30 on 1st April
followed by Festal Evensong at 18:30.

All are welcome. Details of our services
can be found on our website:
www.allsaintspeppard.co.uk.
The Annual Parochial Church meeting
will take place at All Saints’ on Tuesday
24th April at 20:00.
Finally, we would like to record our gratitude and thanks to Allen Harris who has
recently retired as our Financial Officer.
Allen has served the church devotedly
over very many years. He has been a
fount of knowledge and wise counsellor
and will be greatly missed.

At Christ the King Church Hall,
Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common RG4
9TA, we are holding bread and soup
lunches during Lent to raise money for
charity. These popular lunches will be on
Mondays 5th and 19th March both at 12:30.
We will serve home-made vegetable soup,
bread, fresh fruit, tea or coffee followed
by a brief talk by a representative from the
charity being supported that day.
On Monday 5th March it will be Launchpad, a local charity for the homeless and
on Monday 19th March our local South
Central Ambulance First Responders.
There is no charge for the lunch but an
opportunity to give a donation to the charity of the day.
Booking is essential. Please contact Sue
Nickson 0118 972 4520 email
sue@suenickson.com.
Transport can be arranged.

www.peppardnews.co.uk
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The Peppard District Service will be held on Friday, 2nd March, at 18:30 at St. Michael's Roman Catholic Church. The service has been
prepared by the Christian women of Suriname and the theme is All God's Creation is Very Good! The service lasts for about an hour and
will be followed by a light supper in the Church Hall.
All are welcome, not just women, and we look forward to seeing you there.

St Michael’s

Catholic Church

Father Michael Sharkey
Deacon Brian Theobald 0118 972 2796
e-mail: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk
Since the last issue of Peppard News, St
Michael’s hosted a performance of Rise
Theatre’s play: Romero – Heartbeat of El
Salvador. It was a powerful portrayal of
Oscar Romero as he changed from someone who kept his ‘head down’ concerning
the repression and human rights abuses of
the government to its most outspoken
critic. His outspoken criticism in defence
of the poor and most marginalised in El
Salvador resulted in his assassination at
the altar while celebrating Mass. Just over

100 people watched the performance,
many from the wider community.
A week before Christmas the primary
school children from St Martin’s in
Caversham Park Village, came to the
church to lead an Advent service of carols and readings. The service opened in
candlelight and a prayerful atmosphere
was maintained throughout. The church
was full and many people had to stand.
It was the perfect preparation for Christmas.
The Pangbourne Silver Band gave their
Christmas concert and money raised
went towards our Advent charity, Embrace the Middle East. The church was
also full for our Christmas night services
and it was a delight to welcome so many
visitors and old friends.
We are already in Lent and Easter will

soon be here. During Lent there is the
opportunity for a time of quiet prayer and
reflection on Monday evenings and a
series of talks on Thursdays, as well as
our usual weekend and weekday services.
During the last week of March everyone
is welcome to join us for our Holy Week
services. We look forward to joining with
the other local churches for the Good
Friday Walk of Witness around Sonning
Common. Our parish website will have
all the details.
We have decided to continue with our
Snack & Chat lunches at 12:30 on the
third Tuesday of the month in our parish
hall (up the footpath behind the church).
Everyone from the community is welcome to come along for a bowl of soup,
bread and slice of cake. There is no
charge.

hope to have the Stations of the Cross
in our Biblical Garden during Holy
Week. Last year there was something
on every night at the church and we are
hoping for the same this year. Please
see our website for more details.
Every Monday morning at Springwater
Church ‘Compassionate Loaf ‘and
‘Compassionate Creative’ hold a time

available to all, that includes bread
baking and art classes. Starting at 10:00,
these creative ministries of bread-making
and art are ways to bring people together
in peace. Come along and find out what
happens. It’s a lot of fun! No need to bring
anything – just come and check it out.

Kevin and Linsey Potter
0118 972 4519
www.springwaterchurch.org.uk
e-mail: contactspringwater@gmail.com

Looking back and looking forward. That
happens a lot at this time of year. Carols
by Candlelight on Christmas Eve was a
sure highlight of our Christmas celebrations and we now look forward to Easter.
We will be sharing a Seder Dinner together during the week before Easter and

The Peppard News Editorial team apologises because, due to space constraints, a few articles have not been included in this issue. All
of these articles are included in our website version in an additional section Omitted Articles at the end.

HENLEY GLAZING & WINDOW CENTRE
(previously Pembroke Glass)

Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA
CALL FOR ADVICE & FREE QUOTATION
We also supply and install, or supply only, all types of windows, doors
and conservatories in UPVC, hardwood, aluminium, etc.

Tel: 01491 629901 Fax: 01491 629904

HAVING A CLEAR OUT?
Your local antique dealer is always keen to buy.
Clocks, watches, instruments, silver items, walking canes,
jewellery and precious metals and all old and unusual items.

Henley Antiques
House calls by appointment
0118 924 2582

07768 918501

frednickson@henleyantiques.com

Kathryn Fell Photography
Weddings, Family portraits, Pets,
Events, Product Pack shots, Food.
Mobile studio can come to you
www.kathrynfellphotography.co.uk
kathrynfellphotography@hotmail.co.uk 07958 371770
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Peppard Diary
MARCH
Fri
2
Sat
3
Sun
4
Mon
5
Sat

10

Mon
Tue
Wed

12
13
14

Sat

17

Sun
Mon

18
19

Tue

20

Wed
Fri
Sat
Sun
Wed
Fri

21
23
24
25
28
30

Sat

31

APRIL
Sun
1
Mon
Sat

2
7

Women's World Day of Prayer/St Michael's/18:30
Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491874220
Lent Lunch/Christ the King/12:30/0118 9724520
Kgwd Cons Grp/matthewdavis550@outlook.com/09:45-13:00
SCLibrary/Mother's Day Storytime/10:00
Greys Green Golf Crse/Try Golf/14:00/01491 629967
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30
CE Hort Soc/Oxford Uni Botanic Gdn/PWMH/19:30
SC Smoke Free Day/SC Hlth Ctre/schcppg@gmail.com
WI/Annual Mtg/PWMH/14:00
Kgwd Cons Grp/matthewdavis550@outlook.com/09:45-13:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Chiltern Players/Murder mystery/PWMH/19:30/0118 9722632
Reading Half Marathon/Sue Ryder.org/readinghalf
Lent Lunch/Christ the King/12:30/0118 9724520
RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30
St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12:30
Peppard Tennis Club/AGM/19:30
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780/628677
Film Cl/There's a Girl in my Soup/PWMH/19:00/07747762871
S Ch Chor Soc/Verdi Requiem/Rdg T Hall/21:30/01189472419
On your Bike/onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk/sign-up
Peppard School term ends
All Saints'/Matins/10:00/Devotional hr/14:00
Greys Court/Easter Egg Hunt/01491 628529
SC Library/Spring Stories & Crafts/10:00
Greys Court/Easter Egg Hunt/01491 628529
Easter Day
Greys Court/Easter Egg Hunt/01491 628529
Greys Court/Easter Egg Hunt/01491 628529
Greys Green Golf Crse/Try Golf/14:00/01491 629967

Sat

7

Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Mon

8
9
10
11
16

Tue
Wed
Sat
Tue
Sat
MAY
Fri
Sat

17
18
21
24
28

Sun
Wed
Sat

6
9
12

Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat

14
15
16
19

Sun

20

Fri
Sat
Sun

25
26
27

4
5

Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
CE Hort Soc/Spring Show/SC Vill Hall/14:00-16:00
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491874220
RPPC Meeting/Pavilion/19:30
CE Hort Soc/Rachel Siefried/PWMH/19:30
WI/Characters of Henley/PWMH/14:00
RPPC Planning/Pavilion/18:30
Peppard School Term starts
St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12:30
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780/628677
RPPC Annual Parish Mtg/PWMH/10:00
All Saints' /Annual Parochial Mtg/20:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
Nottakwire sponsors David Jaggs/SC Vill Hall/19:30
Greenshoots open/Manor Farm
Greys Green Golf Crse/Try Golf/14:00/01491 629967
Peppard Unplugged/PWMH/19:30/01189 723609
Circle Dancing/Christ the King/15:30-17:00/01491874220
WI/Garden Party & Resolutions/Emmer Green/14:00
CE Hort Sco/Coach outing Thenford Arboretum
Greenshoots open/Manor Farm
RPPC Annual Trustee Mtg/Pavilion/19:00
St Michael's/Snack & Chat/12:30
Peppard Lunch Club/PWMH/12:00/01491 681780/628677
Peppard Revels celebrates Royal Wedding/Top Com/15:00
Sue Ryder Sale/10:30-12:30
It's a Knockout Challenge/sueryder.org/nettlebed
Mon
SC Library/The Writer's Life/tkts £5.00 Occasions/19:00
Peppard School term ends
Greenshoots open/Manor Farm
Sue Ryder Open Garden/sueryder.org/nettlebed

FISH Office: 0118 972 3986 (Mon-Fri, 09.30-11.30) office@fishvolunteercentre.co.uk
SC & Peppard Table Tennis Club/Mem Hall/Juniors – Mon 17.00/0118 946 3191

Sunday Services
at All Saints’
09.00 Communion
10.30 Communion (sung)
10.30 Matins
10.30 Family Service
10.30 Sunday School
18.30 Evensong

4

MARCH
11 18 25

30

1

8

Walking Football/Bishopswood Grnd – Tue 10.30/0118 972 2188

APRIL
15 22 29

6

MAY
13 20

NOTES

27

    C     X 
  
   C    B   
       
    C
    C
       
   C        
    C A     
 A 
Dates to note:
11th March Mothering Sunday
10th May Ascension Day
st
1 April
Easter Day
20:00 Holy Communion
6th May
Rogation Sunday
20th May Whit Sunday

Sunday Services at Springwater
(Peppard Congregational Church)
Family Service: 10:30 - 12:00  Sunday School 10.30 - 11.30
Myofascial Release, Sports Massage,
Pregnancy Massage,
Hot Stone Massage,
Treatments for postural problems,
jaw & neck pain

www.intelligent-touch.co.uk
Nicki: 07733224694

A
B
C

X

Festal Evensong
Benefice Eucharist
Good Friday
10:00 Matins and Litany
14:00 Devotional Hour
No Service

Mass at St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 09.30 Thursday 12.00
Saturday 17.30  Sunday 09.00 & 10.30

NORMAN COX & PARTNERS

The Timber Yard, Checkendon, RG8 0TH
All types of fencing & gates, trellis, hazel hurdles, sleepers, cladding.
Standard & custom built sheds, playhouses, gazebos, summer houses.
Mulch, decorative & play bark, mushroom compost, oak supplied/cut.
01491 680671 - Mon-Fri 8-5 & Sat 8:30-12:30 - mail@normancox.co.uk

Visit our website: www.normancox.co.uk
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Omitted Articles
On 22nd December a car left the road and
ploughed into the office of the FISH
Volunteer Centre on the corner of
Kennylands Road, Sonning Common.
Fortunately no one was injured but the
building was left so damaged that it needs
considerable rebuilding work before it is
usable again.

It left the charity with an immediate problem of needing a temporary 'home'. Key
personnel at the charity worked hard over
Christmas getting the phone line and computer system redirected to the home of the
Office Administrator so the charity could
be operational immediately after
Christmas. A request was made to the
Rector and Churchwardens that the Yorke
Barber Meeting Room at Christ the King,
Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common,
might be made available to FISH as a
temporary office until it can return to its
base in Kennylands Road. I am immensely grateful to them that there was no
hesitation in agreement to this proposal.
So for the immediate future FISH
operates from a side room at the Church
where it does not conflict with the use of
the Church itself or the church hall.
For FISH it is business as usual and all
contact details the same.

The Chiltern Conservation Board are carrying out a survey along with a Chiltern
AONB Management Plan Review and
welcome public input. They want to know
why the Chilterns are important to you,
what you value about the area, what concerns you and what should be the priorities for the future.
To take part in the survey go to
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
FutureOfTheChilterns. With a chance to
win a £50 voucher.

After thirty-two years, Jane Arch, organiser supreme of the Sonning Common Theatre Club, is regretfully standing down. About a third of the 250strong membership attended a meeting
on 25th January to thank Jane for giving
so much pleasure to so many people and
to try and find a way for the club to continue to thrive. Judy Skeet proposed a
Vote of Thanks and a bouquet was presented to Jane in token of everyone’s
appreciation.
Jane explained she had started with a
few friends in 1986 and a start-up fund
of £100 from Peter Bussell, Head of
Adult Education. David Cook took over
the accounts and produces the annual
audit; help Jane could not do without.
Over the years, Jane has arranged visits
to 93 different venues to over 250 plays,
musicals and operas, plus numerous
trips away; Edinburgh, Dublin, York,
Stratford and her favourite, Oberammergau, ably assisted by Horseman
Coaches. Jane thanked Geoff and Jackie
Million for calling the meeting. They
were there to act as facilitators. Jane had
provided a full page job description and
for want of another superwoman/man to
carry the club forward, it was suggested
a small team be set up.
A great deal of positive feedback and
goodwill came from the discussion
groups so watch this space for the next
move.

Teach Me Tennis at Peppard Tennis
Club are once again running their popular tennis camps over the Easter holidays
and have now also added in some afternoon sessions on top of their well attended morning groups.
Camps are suitable for children from the
age of four years old and groups are kept
small with a maximum of six children
per coach to ensure quality.
The term time coaching programme has
been successfully running all winter for
over 250 children with the use of the
tennis club’s floodlit courts and adult
club sessions have been well attended.
For coaching and tennis camp details
please
visit www.teachmetennis.co.uk and for
details of club sessions and membership
please
visit www.peppardtennisclub.co.uk

Spring is in the air and so are the voices of
the 100+ singers of the South Chiltern
Choral Society, performing Mozart’s
iconic Requiem on Saturday 8 April 2017
at 7pm. Together with professional soloists and orchestra, and conducted by Paul
Burke, the choir will also ‘spring’ into
Schubert’s more exuberant Mass No 3 in
B Flat.
The concert will be held at The Great Hall,
University of Reading, London Road,
Reading, RG1 5AQ, where there is free
parking and wheelchair access.
Tickets cost £12 (under 21s £6) including
interval refreshments and will be available
via the choir’s
website
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or
the box office on 07500 032840 nearer the
concert date.

The table tennis season is rapidly reaching
its climax with the end of season club
tournament due to be held at the end of
March. The A team are enjoying a midtable season in Division 1 of the Reading
& District League while in Division 2 the
B and D team's are vying with each other
for the second promotion spot behind Curzon Club A. Brian Meheux has performed
very well all season for the B team and
currently has an 80% winning average.
Team mates Nigel Maltby, Andy Robertson and Jeremy Willis have ensured they
have remained in 2nd place for the majority
of the season. Niall McGrane, Malcolm
Gregory and new recruit Andy Wang have
kept the D team in touch with Carol Chard
also earning some good results. The two
teams meet shortly in what could turn out
to be a promotion decider.
The C team are mid-table in Division 2. In
division 3 the E team are third and having
recently lost narrowly 6-4 to leaders Milestone A their promotion chances remain
slim. Youngsters Oliver Sayers and Jamie
Legg will have learnt a lot after stepping up to Division 4 for the F side, however the team have yet to record a win and
are destined for the drop into Division 5.
Meanwhile the G team retain hope of
catching the top two in Division 5, but
will probably have to settle for 3rd. Junior
coaching continues to take place at the
club on Monday evenings. Anyone interested can contact me at
n.maltby587@btinternet.com.
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South Oxfordshire District Council are
preparing to launch a new community
lottery called SO Charitable Lottery to
raise money for local charities and voluntary groups.
The lottery will run online and there will
be a weekly draw with prizes ranging
from free tickets through to a jackpot up
to £25,000.
The lottery is all about raising money in
the community, for the community – supporting local voluntary and community
groups, with 60p out of every pound going to good causes. Players will be able to
choose which cause they want to support
when they buy tickets.
SO Charitable Lottery is part of our work
to help the voluntary sector and support
communities in South Oxfordshire. We
already give around £1.5 million in grants
is to voluntary and communities groups,
and there’s a much greater demand for
financial help. The council will not receive any of the proceeds.
Find out more on our website:
www.southoxon.gov.uk

The choir held an enjoyable and successful Christmas Concert of unusual musical
items. Three young local musicians each
contributed to the concert - Abby Geddes
15, contralto; Michael Varnes 12, guitar
with vocals and Jennifer Ellis 12, clarinet.
These young people's performances were
also very well received and much appreciated by our audience. As a result, Nottakwire was able to donate some of the proceeds as follows: £200 to Christ the King
Appeal (ear-marked for Charlotte's
Wheelchair Fund); £100 to Club SC (for
their Christmas Parties) and £160 to Embrace the Middle East - (the cost of two
Baby Survival Packages to support Refugee Mothers and their babies in Egypt.)
Dates for your Diary: Friday 4th May at
19:30 in Sonning Common Village Hall.
Nottakwire is sponsoring David Jaggs
www.davidjaggs.com to give a recital in
aid of Sue Ryder. Tickets at £20 - which
will include interval tapas with a glass of
wine - will be on sale from SC Village
Hall from 11:30-12:30 on Friday 9th
March. Seats limited to 100. Saturday 23rd
June 2018 Nottakwire will be holding A
Day With A Difference in the Village
Hall. Look out for posters with further
details, around the village from 12th
May.All proceeds from this day will be
donated to village groups and charities.
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